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Wenes bar, Maxcn 10, 1784. 


Tu E committee on the ſtate of Stephens's Hoſpital, the 
Right Honourable John Foſter in the chair, examined the Sur- 
geon-general on the ſtate of that Fharitys and . ſome pro- 


greſs. 


2 Houſe in a committee on the gora-bill Mr. Bolton i in the 
Ar. 

The Right Hon. Henry deſired to know in what ſtate the 
buſineſs was, and whether the committee had nearly gone through 
the bill, as he was juſt arrived, and had N to offer on 

that ſubjeR. 1 

The Right Hon. Jobe Foſter replied, they. kad nearly ON 

thay the bill, and when they had done that, every gentleman 

have an opportunity of ſeeing what was the purport-and: 

— of it, and have time to Conſider it — the 8 
Was agr eed to. 
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Alderman Warren made a motion for the amendment of a clauſe,, 


_ reſative to tho time of © the markets. .. » * 
as Io nb, a ory tu 


Fobn er aid, He ſhe b 
tion to a gentleman who had ſo admirably exerted himſelf in the 
management of the markets and police of this city, as no man was 
better acquainted with regulations of that kind than the Alderman. 


However, he was of opinion the amendment propaſed by the Hon. 
Gentlemin, ſnould be recdabideted. 1 — 
The amendment was withdrawn. | 1 


The clauſe for regulating the fees, &c. being read, 
Sir Jeb Parnel thought, though they were not eſtabliſhed by 
parliament, that the fees paid for twenty years back ſhould be con- 
; 7 0 TAY N 4 kc - of „ 


Mr. Harty ſaid, the committee of merchants allowed regular 


fees. However, he did not know what fees might be a reaſonable 


compenſation in this reſpect. 

It wu however agreed, that no more than the uſual fees here- 
ny allowed, | ken on the exportation or importation on a 
unty. Fob -V k 1 4 4 4 - 

Mr. Gardiner obſerved, that by the preſent corn laws, the 
country contiguous to Dublin has in a great meaſure loſt the ad- 
vantage of the Dublin market, as the ile unties have the ad- 


ant co 
vantage by the bounty on the inland carriage of corn. He found 
it had particularly N 


ed the farmers of the county he had the 
honour to repreſent, for whoſe advantage he would do every 
| thing in his power, ſo far as it was fair, honourable, and con- 
nt with the general intereſt of the kingdom : for he conſidered 
himſelf as a repreſentative for the whole, and as ſuch would act 
to the beſt of his power fot its benefit; and as an honourable 
gentleman near him, whoſe knowledge in the corn trade was great, 
and whoſe integrity and good wiſhes for the welfare of his coun- 
try no man could doubt, had given him an uſeful hint, he ſhoyld, 
for the advantage of the fartners in general, move a clauſe which, 
he apptehended, would be for the general advantage of the agri- 

culture of the whole kingdem, . | 3 
He then moved a claufe, purporting, on certain conditions, to 
allow a bounty of 38. 47. a barrel, on the exportation of corn 
2 of Dublin, for which no land carriage bounty had 
n paid. 8985 
„Mi. Hariley ſaid, that notwithſtanding he was no factor, yet 
he gonſidered the protection of the mereantile intereſt of Dublin, 
and th procuring at all times a ſufficient, quantity of corn for the 
conſumption of this metropolis, objects which merited the ſup- 

ort of this Houſe. To encourage the mercantile intereſt wouid 
be beſt effected by e:abling the merchants who exported corn to 
participate in the bounty, and in order to provide fer the latter, 
we ſhauld always have 'a; ſufficiency of cotn in Dublin, which 
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weuld reduce its price, He added, he muſt conſider precluding 
the merchants of Dublin from a bounty on the exportation of corn, 
as he derived no bounty. from the land carriage, highly injuri- 
ous. . — | 
Mr. Cuil ſaid, there was great probability of this bill being 
well calculated to ſecure to the people plenty of corn, without 
diſcouraging tillage effects that demanded the firſt attention from 
the Houfe.—He aid, the clauſe allowing a bounty to the mer- 
chants of Dublin on the exp6rtation of corn, was a matter on 
which they had conſulted him; and upon the moſt mature con- 
ſideration, he was ſatisfied that the bill, in its preſent ſhape, 
would prove of advantage to Ireland. The queſtion was not con- 
fined to either the towns of Dublin, Drogheda or Dungarvan; 
but to the whole nation. As to Dublin, it enjoys advantages 
ſuperior to any other port of Ireland, with refpe& to its exporta- 
tion, having always ſhips ready for lading; an object attended 
with advantages, not to be met with in any other Iriſh port. In 
many parts, he ſaid, they wait ſeveral weeks for a yeſſel. Dub- 
lin had a great advantage in its vicinity to the port of Liverpool, 
from and to which corn may at all times be exported or imported; 
and which, moreover, was the. beſt market to reſort to, having 
canals leading to the interior parts of England. 
Mr. Hefter hid, that ſince the bounty had been refuſed to Dub- 
ln, fromthe year 1771 to 1782, the exportation of oats and wheat 
had encreaſed one-ſixth; therefore Dublin has already robbed 
other ports of this trade; and by allowing a bounty we ſhall ſtill 
more rob them. The % of Dublin already over other 
ports are ſufficient, nay too much. 
The queſtion was then put, and paſſed in the negative. 
Mr. Hartley wiſhed to have three half-pence per barrel bounty 
upon land carriage of wheat to Dublin, and made a motion for - 
that purpoſe. : | 
Mr. Feſter oppoſed the motion, as improperly introduced; he 
ſaid, the committee of ſupply was the place where the Honour 
able Gentleman ſhould propoſe ſuch an amendment. 
Alderman Warren (aid, that the Right Honourable Gentleman 
on the floor had been applied to for his concurrence z that he had 


read the motion of his Honourable Compeer, and ſaid, the pre- 
ſent was the proper place. 


7 


Mr. Buſbe requeſted gentlemen would pay proper attention to 
the motion before them; if they did, not a man in the houſe 
* would diſſent from it; What does it requie ? No greater bounty 
than is altead) Allowed ; if you conſider the quantity of flour pto- 
duced by 40 ſtone of Wheat, it will be found at leaſt to equal the 
prepay #1 preſent paid, with the material advantage of near fix 
ne of bran, a"proper food for horles, a conſequent ſaving of 
Hats, and giving emolument into the hands of the farmer, Who 
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will knereby he encou ed to ſupply this city with plenty inſtead 
of being beg ſock 1 ing the hands of the miller, v 0 foreftals the 
mar et; 

Miri Fiezgtbbon moved to report and adjourn. © 

Houſe reſymed, and received the report. 

be Right Honourable Jobn Beresford label the Houſe, ths 
/the ſele& committee, appointed to try the merits of the petition 
of Morley Saunders, Eſq; complaining of an undue election and 
return for the borough of Baltinglaſs, dude county of Wu, 


have r 
That James Somerville, Eſa; was not duly ele ded a burgeſs to 
8 count Wicklow. 
*$ James; Samerville, Eq was not duly returned a 
tinglaſs in the coun of Wicklow. | 
d alſo, that Morley Saunders, Efq; was not duly elected a 
4% inthe count) bo Wic 
50 8 the ſaid determinations were 1 be entered upon the 
by 
e That Mr. Speaker do iſſue his warrant to the clerk 
the crown, to make out a new writ for electing a burgeſs to 
in the room of the laid James Somerville, 
The. order of yeſterday, that the keeper of his. Majeſty" $ new 
ing upon motion read, 
Ordered, Fhat the: keeper of his Majeſty” 3 new priſori, in 
+ Ordered; That the fub-ſheriff of the city of Dublin do attend 
this Houſe to-morrow morning. 
mĩted time, according to order, was read a ſecond time and com 
mitted. 
itſelf into committee of the whole Houſe, to take Frag bill 
5 en CIR. 5 * 
the petition of John Monck Maſon, Eſq; the ref, 
ach the, committee directed * to. report to the 1 
| 1 rdered, at 8 Ge 10 bring in, ee 
e prin: ab has "ey 
pare and b Wen 1 naue * 


ſerve in this el parliament for che — og of Baltinglaſs, in 
E ſerye in this * ꝗ 5 liament for the borough. of Byly 
5 s to e in this preſent a for the borough of Bal- 
als of this Houſe, 
8 in this preſent parliament for the ſaid borough « ef ddr 
priſon, in the city of Dublin, do attend this * this day, be- 
che cicy of Dublin, do attend this Houſe co-morrow morning. 
0 A bill to ſtop the diſtilling of corn in this kingdom, for a li- 
4 Reſolved, That this Houſe will, to-morrow mornings tee 
1 ones from the committee a cinted* to take into 
| _ 
E out 10 Nip 925 and. after 4 e in A. are 


—_ *. 


LL ASS 5 

A petition of ſevetal grocers of the city of Dublin, praying to 

he relieved againſt a clauſe in the at for continuing and amend- 

ing ſeveral laws relating to his Mijeſty's revenne, and for che 

more effectually preventing of frauds & grela, which obliges them 

to take out licenſe and put a licenſe board over their doors, was 
preſented to the Houſe and rea. ' 211 
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TauxsDay, Masch fi, 1984. + £ 
An engroſſed bill for veſting in truſtees certain lands, -tene- 
ments and hereditaments in the kingdom of Ireland, the eſtate of 
E Uniacke, of Mount-Uniacke, in che county of Cork, Eſq; 
for raiſing a ſuſhcient ſum of money for the payment of the debts 
of the ſaid James, was read the third time. | „ beigtg 
Reſolved, That the bill do paſs. 12 | 
Mr. Anneſley ſaid, that as, a committee had been appointed in 
behalf of the Honourable Joſeph Hewit, to enquire into the me- 
rits of a petition complaining of an undue election and returi for 
the county of the town of Carrickfergus, ia the perſon of Waddel 
Cunningham, Eſqz and as there were ſeveral perſons to be'exd- 
mined, and papers produced to the committee on that election, he 
hoped the Houſe would concur in any. motion to that purpoſe, 
and accordingly moved, That John, Tiſdall, printer or editor of 
the news paper, called the Belfaſt Mercury or Freeman's Chro- 
nicle, do attend the ſele& committee appointed to try the merits 
of the petition of the Honourable Joſeph Hewitt, and alſo the pe- 
tition of the ſeveral electors of the county of the town of Carrick» 
fergus, complaining of an undue election and return of a member 
to ſerve in parliament for the county of the ſaid town; and that the 
{aid John Tiſdall do lodge with the Clerk of this Houſes on er 
before the 26th. day of April next, the following papers, that is 
to ſay, the Belfaſt Mercury, or Freeman's. Caroaicie, publiſhed 
on Friday the 6th day of December,, 1783, and alſo the original 
manuſctipt of a. publication therein printed, intitled Belfaſt 
Meeting,” and hgned, <* William Biown, Chairman; and alſo 
the original manuiccipe cf a publication therein printed, intitled 
„ion Club, Litburn, December 3, 1783, and ſigaed 
Robert Bell, Secretary ;“ boch ſaid papers relating to the late 
election for the county of the ſaid tou; and alſo the Belfaſt Mor- 
51 ot F 28 hronicle, publigd mz] riday the &th-of 4 
nuary aff, and the original manuſctipts of two publicati - 7 
therein 8.77 and reſpe Foly Cana * William Brown, Chairs | 
- Man e arid the ofigigal manuſcript of one ther pubiicatioa q rigts 
. 9 = 5 . | W 
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ed therein, and ſigned Robert Fell, Secretary; and alſo the 
Belfaſt Mercury, or Freeman's Chronicle, of the 1 3th of Januar 
| laſt, and the? original manuſcript of a publication therein 2 
intitled At a Meeting of the Belfaſt Diviſion of the Conſtitution 
- Club,” and ſigned William Brown, Chairman ;"* and alſo the 
Belfaft Mercury, or Freeman's Chronicle, of the 3d of Februar 
laſt, and the original manuſcript of a publication therein printed, 
intitled ** At a Meeting of the Belfaſt Diviſion of the Conſtituti- 
on Club,” and ſigned William Brown, Chairman ;“ and alſo 
the original manuſcript of a publication therein alſo printed, in- 
titled ©* At a numerous Meeting of the Fraternity of Fiſhermen 
of Carrickfergus,” and ſigned ** William Craig” and alſo the 
original manuſcript of à publication therein printed, intitled 
2 Belfaſt, February the X 1784,” and ſigned Patrick Gaw, 
Chairman “ and alſo the Belfaſt Mercury of the 13th of Febru- 
ary, 1784, and the es! mznuſcript of a publication therein 
printed, and ſigned “ William Craig, Chairman ;” and the ori- 
2 manuſcript of one other publication therein alſo printed, 
igned William Brown, Chairman” and alſo the original ma- 
nuſcript of a publication therein printed, ſigned“ John Hen- 
derſon, Chairman ;”* and alſo the original manuſcript of a publi- 
cation therein alſo printed, intitled “ Belfaſt Society ;“ and the 
original manuſcript of a publication therein printed, ſigned Ro- 
ben Bell, Secretary; and alſo the Be faſt Mercury of the 17th 
of February, 1784, and the original manuſcript of a publication 
therein printed, ſgned Wm. Brown; Chairman ;”* and alſo the 
original manuſcript of a publication therein alſo re ſigned 
«© Robert Bell, Secretary ;“ and alſo the original manuſcript of a 
publication therein alſo printed, and ſigned William Craig ;” 
and alſo the Belfaſt Mercury of the 5th of March, 1784, and the 
original manuſcript of a publication therein printed, intitled ** the 
Conſtitution Club,“ and ſigned Robert Bell, Secretary;“ all 
which papers relate to the late election of a repreſentative for the 
county of the faid town of Cartickfergus. | 
He alſo moved, That Henry Joy, the elder, Robert Joy, and 
Henry: Joy, junior, printers or editors of the Belfaſt News Letter, 
do attend the ſaid committee, and do lodge with the Clerk 
of this Houſe, on or before the agth' day of March next, the 
following papers, that is to ſay, the Belfaſt News Letters, pub- 
liſhed Tueſday the 5th of Auguſt, Tueſday the 14th of October, 
Friday the 5th of December, 1783, Friday the zoth of January, 
Tueſday the zd of February, Tucſday the 1oth of February, 
Friday the 1 3th of February, and Friday the 2oth of February, 
1784; and alſo the _— manuſcript of a publication therein 
inted, intitled ©* Conſtitution Club, Mr. William Martin, Pre- 
dent, Robert Bell, Secretary,” dated“ Liſburn, Auguſt the 
2d, 1783 ;“ and alſo the original manuſcript of a publication 
4 | 
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therein printed, -intitled ** Belfaſt Diviſion of the Conſtitution 
Club,” dated February the 12th, i784, ſigned“ John Hender- 
ſon ;“ alſo the original manuſcript of a publication therein print- 
ed, inticled ©* Fraternity of Fiſhermen, Freemen of Carrickfergus, 
dated February the 12th, 1784, ſigned by order, Wi.liam Craig;“ 
and alſo the original manuſcript of a publication therein printed, 
intitled ©* Belfaſt Diviſion of the Conſtitution Club, February 
the '1 2th, 1784, ſigned by order of the Club, John Henderſon ;* 
and alſo the original manuſcript of a publication therein printed, 
intitled the Addreſs of the whole Body of the Liſburn Conſti- 
tution Club, conſiſting of one hundred and ſeventy-hve Mem- 
bers, Doctor Alexander Crawford, Preſident, ſigned by order, 
Robert Bell, Secretary, February the 7th, 1784 ;”* and alfo the 
orizinal manuſcript of a publication therein printed, intitled 
«« Conſtitution Club, Belfaſt, February the zd, 1784, Patrick 
Gaw, Chairman; ard alſo the original manuſcript of a publica- 
tion therein printed, intitled At a numerous Meeting of the 
Fraternity of Fiſhermen of Carrickfergus, held at the houſe of Mr, 
William Clarke, the 31ſt of January, 1784, Mr. William Craig, 
in the chair, ſigned by order, William Graig;“ and alſo the ori- 

inal manuſcript of a publication therein printed, intitled ©* Bel- 

ſt, the 1ſt of December, 1783, at a full Meeting of the Inha- 
bitants of Belfaſt Members of the Conſtitution Club, Mr. William 
Brown, in the chair,” and figned ** William Brown, Chairman; 
and alſo the original manuſcript of a publication therein printed, 
intitled ©* At a numerous Meeting of the Conſtitution Club, Lit- 
burn, December the 3d; 1783, Mr. John Henly, Preſident, ſign- 
ed by order, Robert tell, Secretary ;” all which papers re- 
late to the late election for the county of the ſaid town of Car- 
rickfergus. 

Mr. Dunn oppoſed the motion as improper in many reſpects and 
premature, as the trial of the Carrickfergus petition was not to 
take place until near a month after, that is, the 26th of April; 
and that there was no neceſſity whatever for ſuch a motion ;— 
He then moved the 26th of April ſhould ſtand in lieu of the 29th 
of March. 

Mr. Auncſley replied, that the papers and copy were neceſſary 
— prove hand · writing of the greateſt conſequence on the occa- 

on. | 

The Proveft was of opinion, this was an attack on the liberty 
of the preſs, which every man was bound to defend, and tend- 
ed to a diſcloſure of confidential papers which, to a printer, ſhould 
be ſacred. - * | 

Mr. Molyneux was of the ſame opinion. 

Mr. Anneſley ſaid, he had not the leaſt intention to carry on any 
criminal proſecution againſt the printers, but only by the papers, 
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be wanted to eſtabliſh a charge of agency againſt ſome perſons 3 2 

circumſtance of abſolute neceſſity. * | de 

The amendment being admitted, Mr. Anneſſey's motion paſſed. 
Mr. Toler ſaid Mr. Speaker, I hold in my hand a petition 

from the freeholders of the county of Tipperary, praying for a 

more equal repreſentation of the people in parliament. "yr 

I The petition, Sir, is ſigned by a great number of freeholders, 


many of them of as much reſpectability as in that or in any other 
county, e | 


It was put into my hands, Sir, by a. gentleman, (meaning Sit 
William Barker) whoſe zeal for the welfare of Ireland, is ex- 
ceeded by none, and whoſe rank and fortune muſt intimately con- 
ne& him with her true intereſts. There is no man, Sir, in this 
Houſe, or out ofit, who abhors the idea of creating a confuſion 
in this country more than I do; or who haz a higher reſpeR for 
the dignity of parliament—but, in my mind, the true mode of a- 
voiding the firſt, and preſerving the latter, is to receive the peti- 
tows of the people with reſpect, and to decide upon them with 
uſtice. ogy 
1 beg leave, Sir, before I fit down, to offer my mite of a 
N to the Right Honourable Gentleman (Mr. Brownlow) who 
taken a manly lead in this important bufineſs—but, Sir, 4 
character, which has met the concurring approbation of his coun+ 
trymen, ſtands in no need of the feeble ſupport of an indivi- 
dual 7116 1. 


1 ſhall treſpaſs no Peper on the time of the Houſe, but purſu- 
ant to the inſtructions of my conſtituents, which I {ball be ever 


oud to obey, move that the petition be now received. 
It was accordingly ordered to lie on the table. 


The Houſe in a committee, Mr. Hartley moved, That the 
bounty on the carriage of corn ſhould be augmented from 14. to 
14 per mile. | | 
gs believed the motion would paſs if rightly underſtood 
and not taken on wrong ground; and affirmed it would be attend- 
ed with little expence to the nation, | | 

Mr. Greene oppoted the motion.—Two or three years ago par- 
Hament was of opinion, that the bounty had no good effect. The 
honour of parliament was engaged, that the bounty ſhould not be 
higher; if this motion was to paſs, ſeveral millers would be 
' ruined, who have expended large ſums in building mills. An ad- 
ditional bounty would very materially prejudice the landed inter- 
est. However, as he came down to the Houſe open to convifti- 
on, if any member ſhould offer any reaſon ſtrong enough to in- 

duce him to change his opinion, he would change it. | 

Mx. Henry Floes faid, the preſent ſyſtem held not out the fame 
advantage to the farmer as it did to the miller. He was for giv- 
ing equal advantage to both. The factors in this country were 
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like thoſe of every other country, and purſued their own intereſt ; 
for his part, he wiſhed the ignorant tillers of the earth ſhould be 
equally attended to with the millers. 1 | 
An amendment was propoſed, that no bounty ſhould extend to 
any corn coming from within ten miles of any ſea-port or naviga- 
ble rivers. | 

The Prowe/t ſaid, it would be much better to let the queſtion 
be put on the original motion. This was a queſtion in which 
the landed intereſt was deeply concerned, as well as the poor and 
the manufacturing people of this city. He would therefore be a- 
gainſt the amendment. 

Mr. Maſon requeſted that the queſtion would be put on the ori- 
ginal motion, n 
Mr. Griffith, after having apologized for obtruding himſelf in- 
to a debate of fo difficult a nature, and one in which ſome of the 
molt experienced men in the kingdom differed in opinion, declar- 
ed he was convinced, that unleſs ſome further bounty was given 
to the Dublin market, to counterat the manifeſt advantages 
which the bounty on exportation gave to the ſea- port towns, that 
Dublin would never be ſupplicd at a cheap rate, Suppoſe, ſaid 
he, a farmer reſide half way between Dublin and Drogheda, 12 
miles diſtant from each, if he carries his wheat to Drogheda he 
will get 3s. 44. per barrel export bounty, which is 1/. 65, $4. per 
ton; if he brings his ton of wheat to Dublin, he will get but 44. 

r ton per mile, which for 12 miles is 4;.—ſo that the — liv- 
ing half way between the two places, will have a ſuperinduce- 
ment of 11. 25. 82. per ton to go to Drogheda, inſtead of com- 
ing to Dublin. Suppoſe he live within four miles of Dublin, and 
twenty miles from Drogheda, the bounty on export of one ton will 
be as before 10. 6s. 84. from which deducting 15s. land carriage 
for 20 miles, at 94. per ton per mile, there will then remain 115. 
8/, profit z whereas, if the ſame farmer living within four miles 
of Dublin, carry his wheat to Thomas-ftreet, the carriage will 
coſt him 3s. at 94. per ton per mile, and he will get only 15. 44. 
land carriage bounty, ſo that inſtead of gaining 115. 84. by carry- 
ing his ton of wheat twenty miles to Drogheda, he will loſe 15, 
84. by bringing it four miles to Dublin—what will be the conſe= 
quence? All the grain produced in the counties of Monaghan, 
Meath, Louth, and even the county of Dublin, will be carried to 
Drogheda. Wexford and Waterford will have a ſimilar preference, 
not only in their own counties, but alſo in the Queen's county, 
and the counties of Kilkenny and Carlow; and nothing prevented 
the grain of the county of Kildare from being exported alſo, but 
the want of ſhipping at Wicklow, The evident NN of 
ſuch regulations would be, that while Drogheda, Wexford, Wa- 
terford, Cork, &c. were exporting grain, the city of Dublin 
would be in abſolute want of proviſions, or be obliged to advance 
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the priceequalto the bounty allowed for exportation, which would 
certainly bs a very great grievance. 

Mr. Colville declared he had no views in coming into the Houſe 
but to be of ſome utility to the kingdom. Laſt night he ſaid the 
Houſe conſidered the external regulations, as it did this night the 
internal. The corn trade of this country had many more ob- 
ſtacles to encounter than that of England. There the corn 
comes from the field immediately to the granary; but the damp- 

neſs of the climate here, precludes us that advantage. He ſaid, 
we are all agreed as to the neceſſity of granaries z but, continued 
he, we ought to go farther, and be manufacturers of corn. The 
corn-trade ſhould be carried on by men of great capitals, who 
ſhould embark much property in the erection of mills, and be poſ- 
ſeſſed of a comprehenſiveneſs of mind. There were 300 mills in 
Ireland, and it would be wiſe to encourage the eſtabliſhment of 
more, but this bounty would be prejudicial to them, as the corn 
would be ſent to England to be manufactured. The Houſe ſhould 
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Ayes, * — 38 
Noes, 89 N a 56 


Majority — — — 18 
The bill being now gone through, the Speaker reſumed the 


chair, and the report was ordered to be taken into conſideration to- 
morrow. | | | | 


—_— 


_ Faipay, Mack 12, 1784. 


The Houſe in a committee on the revenue bill, went through 
the ſame, with a few alterations, when | 
Alderman Warren propoſed to add a clauſe to the following ef- 
fect, via. That whenever any clandeſtine ſtill or alembick ſhould 
be ſeized inany pariſh or barony within this kingdom, a ſum of 
twenty pounds r by the grand jury at the next aſ- 
hzes, be levied on that barony, and half that ſum given to the 


informer, the other half to the county infirmary ; or if in the city 
of Dublin, to'the houſe of induſtry.” | 


The Alderman faid, his firſt object was to diſcourage clandeſ- 
tine ſtills, ſo injurious to the revenue, and fair trader, and ſo de- 


1 to the health and morals of the people; this he thought 


r 11 
could beſt be accompliſhed, by making every man in the land a 
party in the buſineſs; for as it was hardly poſſible to carry on a 
diſtillery without the knowledge of the e every man 
to whoſe knowledge a fraud would come, would feel himſelf in- 
tereſted to diſcover it; or if he did not, would be juſtly puniſhed 


for his connivance. 5 

Mr. Mantgomery (of Cavan) ſtrongly oppoſed the elauſe. 

Mr. Gardiner ſaid, I riſe with all my heurt to ſecond the clauſe 
introduced by my Honourable Friend. This never can be a great 
and affluent country, until the clandeſtine diſtillation of ſpints is 
reſtrained, and the conſequent drunkennefs and immorality of the 
lower claſs reformed ; to effect this is every man's duty, and eve- 
ry man's intereſt; for though ſome country gentlemen may miſ- 


take, and think they keep up their rents by protecting, or at leat 


winking at theſe practices, yet it is moſt certain, was the diſtillery 
carried on in a fair and open manner, the revenue paid, and the 
brewery. encouraged, lands, would become more valuable; be- 
ſides the infinite advantage that would redound to agricultute and- 
manufactures, by rendering our peaſantry a healthy ſober race of 
men. The clauſe before the committee, as explained by my Ho- 
nourable Friend, offers fairer than any thing Lens propoſed, 
to anſwer thoſe defirable ends, , and has my hearty. concur- 
rence. WOT Kiez | 

Mr. Ogle ſaid, he was always unheppy in differing with the Ho- 
nourable Gentleman, (Mr. Montgomery) he highly approved the 
clauſe, which by intereſting every man, would make every man 
a protecting officer; and he thought they would not be ſo eaſily 
eluded as the revenue officers were. The neceſſity of the mea- 
ſure was obvious at preſent, the revenue is injuted, and the fair 
trader ruined, while the knaviſh and fraudulent diſtiller reaps the 
whole benefit; and this by turning the food of the poor into poi- 
ſon, and changing into a means of deſtruction, that which Provi- 
dence intended” for the preſervation of the people's lives, _ 

Sir Lucius O'Brien ſaid, it was no ſmall recommendation of the 
clauſe in his mind, that it had been introduced by the teſpectable 
repreſentative ofthe city of Dublin, and ſupported by independ- 
ent country gentlemen ; and ſo highly did he approve of the idea, 
that this day he had, in another bill which he was preparing for 
the Houſe, introduced a fimilar clauſe. 

Mr. Alexander Mon gomery ſaid, the only way that minifters 
could put a ſtop to clandeſtine diſtillation, was to make the coun- 
try gentlemen their friends, and reduce the tax on whiſkey. 

Mr. Melynexx and Mr. Kearney propoſed inſtead of the barony, 
to amerce the town land on which a clandeſline ſtill ſhould be 
found, and to give half the fine to the poor of the pariſh, the 
other to the informer z which being agreed to, the committee un- 
animouſly. paſſed the clauſe. e 
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Mr. Gardiner then propoſed a ' clauſe to diſtinguiſh hetween 
the different manufactures ſtiled new and old drapery, and to 
prevent manufactured goods from being entered under falſe de- 
nominations, 23 is now every day done, to the great diſtreſs of 
n ET 12h bib 2% 44 -; | 
e Right Hon. Jahn Beresford ſaid, that the board had alrea- 
dy exerted itſelf greatly on this ſubject, had entered intq-a law- 
ſuit, and obtained a verdi& ; yet, notwithſtanding, the factors of 
foreign manufaRturerg were: ſkill entering into daily diſputes with 
the oſſicers, ho were ſtrictly enjoined not to paſs any goods but 
under theit true denominations 3 therefore, to prevent ſuch diſ- 
putes, and to protect our on poor artificers, he wiſhed for the 


clauſe 5 | 


- . The clauſe then paſſed unanimouſly,—The committee then 


Right Hon. Fobn Fefter, from the committee of ways and means, 
the refolutions for eſtabliſhing an Iriſh pol are ; 
which report being received, he moved leave, with the aſſiſtance 
of the Prime Serjeant, the Attorney General and Solicitor Gene- 
Tals, to prepare a bill confonant thereto.— Leave being given, 
he ſoon after preſented a bill for eſtabliſhing a poſt- office within 
this kingdom, which was then read a firſt time, and ordered to 
be read again to-morrow. | CF 
Sir Jen Blaquiere ſaid, that he wiſhed to know why the great 
meaſure of protecting duties, had been delayed ſo long? : 
Mr. Gardiner felt himſelf called upon to ſay a few words on 
this occaſion, as he had been the propoſer of this meaſure. He 
hoped no man could ſuſpe& him of any kind of duplicity z (Here 
an univerfal'cry. of No! No!) he had not delayed the meaſure— 
flemen themſelves had delayed it—they would not ſuffer 
im to curtail the evidence in the committee, and afterwards 
ordered the report to be printed. He was no judge of the length 
of time necellary for printing it, but was ready to make report 
at any tim. JST e IRE "MEE 7 
Sir Hugh Dillen Maſſcy preſented a petition from the County 
of Clare, for a parliamentary reform. Received, read, and 
ordered to lie on the table. eas 51 fc | a 7.4 
Sir Latins C' hrien ſaid, if a parliamentary reform was to take 
place, to which, he was a friend, and as he was always one to 
that county, which he had the honour to repreſent in parlia- 
ment for many years, no place wanted reform more than that 
county it was à county of conſequence, being computed. the 
25th part ofthe kingdom: There was a borough in that county 
in particular, where there were but four electors granted by James 
II, the legality of which he would ſay nothing of, but the;pro- 
per proportion of returned members from, that county ,/ ought to 
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have been twelve at leaſt; but if manly reform was agreed to, 
that borough ſhould not ſtand in the way of the public. 


Mr. Dobbs preſented a like petitibn from the town of Car- 
rickfergus. Received, read, and ordered to lie on the table. 


9 * * 7 


— 4 tl 


 » SarurDay, MarxcH 13, 1784. | 
The Houſe reſolved itſelf into a committee on the inſolvent 
bill, Lord Delvin in the chair. * = 
The Hon. Richard Hely Hutckinſon moved, for the inſertion of 
a clauſe in faid bill, that perſons receiving the benefit of the 
fame, be diſcharged without fees, 3 | 
Mr. Rowley moved, that the petitian of Iſaac Bomford, clerk 
of the Eſſoins, ſhould be read, which being done, he moved 
an amendment, © that the fees of 'faid Bomford, clerk of the 
Effoigns, ſhould be paid by all perfons taking the benefit of the 
inſolvent act.“ Ft 43» 2254 
This motion was oppoſed by Mr. Chatterton and the Provoſt; 
and the amendment being negatived, the original clauſe was 
d to. N rigs 
Lord Delvin then reported, that the committee had gone 
through the bill, and the report was ordered to be received on. 
Monday, | TY | 
Alderman Warren preſented a petition, reſpecting a clauſe in 
the corn bill, from the brewers of the city of Dublin. 


Mr. Feſfer moved, that a committee be appointed to inquire 
into the aſſay of gold and ſilver plate, and what frauds are prac- 
tiſed in ſelling debaſed plate. A committee was appointed ac- 
cordingly. 2 ö 5 : 

Mr. Flæad ſaid, that ſome ſhort time fince, he had done 
himſelf the honour to move this Houſe for leave to bring in a 
bill for a more equal repreſentation of the people in parliament. 
It was then the pleaſure of this Houſe to negative the propoſition 
by anticipation, and to declare they would not 'ſuffer the bill 
even to be: brought in. Here was an oppoſition from the ene- 
mies to the bill, but not on the merits of the meaſure, as it 
was not ſuffered to be introduced, and conſequently they could 
not be known. . The ſubject was ſent back to the people, where 
ic had been diſcufſed with exceſs of application. The appto- 
bation it met could be only equalled by the ardour with which 
it Was adopted. The mote examination it underwent, the mote 
ir appeared founded in right, and the unanimous and perſeveting 
lpirit with: Which it comes. backed to this Houſe, 7 tos | 
nemly riyeted in the hearts of the people, to be eaſily eraſed" by 
an abrupt and: unuſual: mode of refuſal, _ With reſpect to the 
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reſent idea of the bill, it was not neceſſary to enter into any 

ong detail, It contained not his ſentiments alone, but the ſen- 

timents of the nation, declared both publickly and privately in 

"WM every capacity. When he found that to be the caſe, he was 
l anxious to return to this kingdom, that he might be in his place, 
in order to ſtand forward in promoting this meaſure. If he had 

not done ſo, ſome kind friend would not be wanting to riſe in 

that Houſe, and fay in his abſence, that he had relinquiſhed 

the principle.—Hardly had he quitted this country, when that 

falſchood was propagated of him. He would have made this 
propoſition the firſt day he had the honour to appear within 

thoſe walls after his return, had he not, in converſation with his 
\ Right Hon. Friend, (Mr. Brownlow) found this day had been 
named, to make a motion for leave to bring in the bull, and that 

his Right Hon. Friend had taken up the ſubject, not ænowing he 
would be here to reſume his ftation, and not give an opportu- 

nity to vulgar minds to calumniate his character. However, 
though his Right Hon. Friend had reſigned to him, all his abi- 

lity and weight would not be wanting to promote this object. 

ith regard to one objection that has been made to this mea- 
ſure—that it would be an innovation on the conſtitution—he 
begged leave to fay, no man could be a greater enemy to inno- 

A vation than himſelf. He appealed to men of the firſt characters 
| and abilities, within and without the walls of that Houſe, with 
whom he had converſed, whether they ever heard him utter any 
ſentiments on this ſubjeQ, but ſentiments of the utmoſt caution 

and jealouſy for the rights of the conſtitution, He never would 
ſubmit to even the appearance of novelty. His idea .was to 
reſtore the conſtitution by moderate meaſures ; not to introduce 
novelties, but to take them away. Errors may have crept in from 
many cauſes, from the lapſe of time, from the ſupineneſs of the 
people themſelves, and from the miſconduct of their repteſenta- 
tives. Will any man profeſs himſelf a friend to thole errors, 

and ſay that he wiſhes them to remain? But the argument of 
innovation ſhould not he urged againſt the friends, but the ene- 

mies of reform, as the former only want to remove what is per- 
nicious. He was ſenſible of the difficulty that attends the preſent 
undertaking, and that it ſtrikes at the perſonal intereſt and pride 

of a certain powerful deſcription of men; he had alſo been a 
member” of that Houſe long <ough to know, that it is not the 
rectitude of a meaſure carries it through, This muſt proceed 
from ſome radical defect; is it not therefore our duty to re- 
move the diſtemper? If things are not as they ought to be, is 

it not neceſſary to make them ſo? He admitted it would be 
thought by certain, gentlemen injurious to their private intereſt, ' 

if the conſtitution be reſtored to its original ſecurity ; but they 

muſt alſo admit very great abuſes to have crept into the conſti- 
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tution, and that it is contrary to every principle of right and 
juſtice, . that individuals ſhould be permitted to fend into that 
Houſe 2, 4, or 6 members of parliament, to make a traffic of 
venal boroughs, as if they were houſhold utenſils. Is the conſti- 
tution of this country the ſame it was originally? There is 
no man but knows it is not. Will any man be found to ſay, 
the innovations made in it are for the better, or were he to fa 
ſo, could he eſtabliſh the poſition? If all mankind confeſs that 
the conſtitution has been perverted, what could prevent an en- 
quiry into how it was invaded ? He knew ae rivate 
intereſt to ſtand in the way of this examination. en he was 
firſt ſpoken to · on this ſubject, it was clear to him from the num- 
berlefs obſtacles in the way, that it could never be effected but 
by the ardent interpoſition of the whole body of the nation ; he 
therefore received the propoſition with coolneſs, and weighed 
carefully every circumſtance, to ſee if there exiſted the leaſt 
impropnety in it. The people thought him at beſt a lukewarm 
friend, and ſome, very -ofſibl „ a ſecret enemy to the meaſure, 
But when he ſaw the great body of the people in favour of the 
meaſure—when he faw a certain deſcription of men in ſupport 
of it, whom he ſhall ever eſteem, and who ought not to be diſ- 
Fey here, while the Houſe of Commons is the ſeat of legiſ- 
ation, it was not poſſible for him to with-hold his aſſent. To 
this deſcription the nation ſhould long remember the debt of 
obligation it owes ; to men of as great virtue as ever ornamented 
this or any other country, who will be reſpected while time 
ſhall laſt; he mentioned theſe things left they ſhould be thought 
to make any alteration in the conſtitution, for the fact was they 
wanted not to cauſe an alteration but a reſtoration of the con- 
ſtitution. There are alſo ſome circumſtances of an external na · 
ture which ſhew the neceſſity of this meaſure, and the proba- 
bility of attaining it. It ſeems a point agreed upon in England, 
that à parliamentary reform is neceſſary; he houtd mention, 
he faid, the opinion given by Lord Chatham, upon whoſe 
poſthumous fame the preſent adminiſtration fo firmly ſtands de- 
tended by the nation, though that great and illuſtrious man had 
been neglected for ten years by the public, and ſo large a por- 
tion of his valuable life ſuffered to be loſt to the community. 
What were his ſentiments on this important matter? His words 
moſt ſtrongly enforce ics neceſſity, in his anſwer to the addreſs 
of the city of London, in which he faid, that a reform in par- 
liament was abſolutely neceffary, in order to infuſe freſh vigour 
into the conſtitution, and that rotten boroughs ought to be ſtrack 
avay. A deciſion, in England has eſtabliſhed this doctrine— 
Lord Jcha Cavendiſh the late Chancellor of the Exchequer ſup- 
ported it, 205. 92 Hobotigh of Shoreham's meaſure was intended 
to be made general. When it was determined againſt that bo- 


16 PARLIAMENTARY 
rough, no man thought it an innovation, as it had departed from 
the original principles of the conſtitution. With, reſpe& to the 
two great members of the Houſe of Commons in England, now 
at the head of two powerful intereſts, between which that coun- 
try is divided, we ſee them agreed on the neceſſity of a par- 
liamentary reform. No man will ſay, they agree in this point, 
merely for the ſake of agreeing; but we know their ſentiments 
are alike on the expediency. of it, and he had ſome reaſon to 
think they will perſevere in this union of opinion. Will any 
| one. affirm our repreſentation in Ireland, is more complete than 
that of England, though they have not been ſo loud and uniform 
in their declarations on that head? But we may infer what the 
ſenſe of that nation is from the two great men increaſing in po- 
pularity 8 itz as they would not have done ſo if they 
thought the people not inclined to the principle. The diffe- 
rence of ſentiment that at preſent ſubſiſts between the repreſen- 
tative and conſtituent of Great Britain, he adduced as another 
firong: proof of the neceſſity of ſome reſorm. It could not be 
denied that the majority without doors, are in favour of the 
miniſter, as the majority in parliament are for his antagoniſt, 
Whence aroſe tlivſe unfortunate differences, but from the 'pre- 
ſent defeQtye repreſentation?  _ WF een os, A 0g 
Much argument had been drawn againſt the meaſure from the 
eople's overawing this Houſe ; but be aſked gentlemen, if they 
ad not known many benefits to have reſulted from the people's 
interference with their repreſentatives? Let them go back to Lord 
Carliſle's. and ſome other” adminiſtrations before him; was not 
parliament. in direct oppoſition to the ſentiments. of the people, 
and. had not they ba 1 to change their opinions in ſubſequent 
adminiſlrations, when. the ſentiments of people without doors 
overturned thoſe of people within. "They recovered your au- 
thority, continued kD you reſtore them their privileges. 
You ſtate, and ſtate it truly, that it is the nation which has 
begun this meaſure z and 20 alſo ſtate that you are now in 
the recent poſſeſſion of a free conſtitution, and that you, will 
not. find fault with the conſtitution, But is not this to tell 
England, that every thing that has been done by this country, 
proceeded from the ſame channel and was liable to the ſame 
objections? A body of men had been mentioned, he ſaid, as 
having, vitiated the principle by their interference—a body of 
men that ought always to be mentioned with reſpect in that 
Houſe, while it continued to enjoy the conſequence it had ac- 
quired from their exertions. But would any man ſay, that the 
prineiple is to be condemned, becauſe a particular ſet of men had, 
agreeing with the whole. world, approved of the meaſure? If 
this were once admitted, it would allo vitiate, the reſolutions. 
of the convention at Dungannon, in which that Houſe, and the 
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nation afterwards concurred, becauſe they were unanimous in 
voting that ſuch reſolutions were agreeable to the whole body 
of the people. The root was at Dungannon, and if this was 
to vitiate, that root was vitiated, and every thing founded on 
it muſt be alſo vitiated. This appeared to him to be an argu- 
ment of abſurdity mixed with ingratitude, little becoming this 
nation at any time, and much lets fo at this particular period: 
He had now endeavoured to ſhew that no novelty wes intended— 
that nothing was intended but to reftore the conflitution to a 
reaſonable degree of perfection and that a reform could be the 
only adequate meaſure. He begged leave to obſerve, that the 
adminiſtration of England, which muſt always maintain an in- 
fluence here, was in the higheſt degree convinced of its neceſ- 
ſity. One of the moſt cet members of that adminiſtra- 
tion had declared to the world, that he was the advocate of a 
greater equality of repreſentation. Were he of that country he 
would have made a permanent effort there; but as he was of 
this country, he would make an effort to reſtore the conſtitution 
to a juſt balance, and not to forego thoſe rights we had ſo lately 
obtained. He then moved for leave'to bring in a bill to ity 
certain defects in the repreſentation of the people. 

Right Hon. William Bræmunleto ſaid, this buſineſs had been 
originally brought forward with many advantages in its favour, 
from the aſſi ſtanee it 'recerved from the Hon. Gentleman's abilities. 
On that account, notwithſtanding he had intended to make this 
motion, he thought proper to leave that part to him, and content 
Inmſelf with ſeconding it. It was high dime they took ſome ſteps 
for quieting the minds of the people. There was a number of 
petitions now lying on their table, prefented to this Houſe to 
remedy the defects in our parliamentary repreſentation. The 
bill that would be offered to their con tron, would contain a 
full, if not a perfect plan for a more hal repreſentation of the 
people in parliament. It would contain ſome ground for effeQin 
that defirable meaſure; though the plan might not be fo perfet 
as they might make it. To acquire that degree of perfection, he 
hoped to meet with affiſtance from every fide of the Houſe. He 
could not ſuppoſe that any oppoſition Would be given, as every 
ground of former oppoſition was done away fince the meaſure 
came now recommended by the Tig voice of the nation. 
They could not frame the bill, till they bad leave from the Houſe 
to bring it in. He conld therefore give but a concife account 
what the nation expected from it. ü | 
That the people ſhould have a real and not a nominal repreſen- 
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+ That corruption ſhould be checked in the eleQed as well as 
the elector. 
| did not want. to abridge the privileges of parliament, nor 
to effect any change in the church, or in any department of the 
ſtate : he hoped therefore no gentleman would diſapprove of the 
principle of the bill, but rather lend his aſſiſtance to it. They 
were Charged yeſterday with tardineſs in not applying ſooner for 
leave to bring on this meaſure z but it was paying no more than 
due reſpect to the nation to wait for their petitions, which 
were for ſome time paſt coming in, in. favour of the bill ; to the 
number of which every day fill added more. Out of teſpect to 
the preſent adminiſtration. he muſt ſay, that he had every reaſon 
for- expecting every ſupport from them, as they had manifeſted 
à greater diſpoſition to meet the wiſhes of the people, than ever 
before experienced by this country. Our preſent chief governcr 
had a large ſhare of popularity. The voice of the nation was 
with him and his connexions, and he could inform gentlemen, 
that it would be his own fault, or the fault of his adviſers, if 
ever he forfeited it. Many advantages would accrue to the na- 


tion by his retraQting fram, not only the other errors of his prede- 


ceſſor, but particularly from his diireſpeQful deportment towards 
the volunteers,” which he hoped would no longer be made a 
court ſyſtem. The power of Denn would no longer, he 
truſted, be oppoſed to this meaſure, as that oppoſition would no 
longer be able to bear it down wich the inſult and violence hither- 
to uſed, | The Irilb nation only wanted to ſupport its indepen- 
dence. by reſtoring to the cgnſtitution, the proper degree of de- 
mocratic influence in the great ſcale of public government. He 
therefore hoped, that the bill would receive here that ſupport it 
had already received from ſame of the moſt. illuſtrious characters 
exiſting. As to the formęg determination of the Houſe, on this 


Honourable Gentleman (Mr. Flood) had told them the ſen- 


- 


gentlemen may differ in other reſpeQs, he could not conceive they 
would diſagree as to the neceſſity of this meaſure, and he would 


no longer trouble the Houſe, but ſecond the motion of his Hon. 


Friend. 


The Attorney Gene al—When the gentlemen who ropoſe this 


bill make a propoſition in the character in which 1 have lon 

known and reſpected them, I ſhall always treat it with the 2 
deference and attention; but, Sir, I did on a former occaſion 
oppoſe a ſimilar motion, becauſe, though diſavowed, I knew it 


came from an armed body of men. I knew that they had ſat in 


committee where it was debated, and it was notorious that in 


22 it ought to ha mo influence on the * occaſion. 


timents of another country were favourable to à parliamentary re- 
form ; he knew the ſentiments of this to be equally ſo. Though 


— 


obedience to the order of that armed body, they brought it in to 
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this Houſe: It was notorious that the Honourable and Right Ho- 
nourabie Gentlemen were joined in commiſſion for that purpoſe, 
though they did diſavow it; and if any man or any child had 
entertgined a doubt that they ated under the authority of an 
armed convention, their declarition when they returned to that 
convention, that they had, in obedience to their directions, 
propoſed the bill, proves the fad to a demanſtration. So it ap- 
pears they were oppoled on that day, on the notoriety. of their 
commiſſion, againſt the evidence of their aſſertion, On that 
ground I oppoſed them, and I ſhould do the ſame now were they 
in the ſame charaQers z but as they are in their proper characters, 
they are entitled to all reſpect, and I will give their meaſure a 
fair and full diſcuſſion; and that the people may be convinced of 
the abſurdity of their purſuit, I will freely debate the propoſition g 
though upon any other occaſion I would oppoſe the entertaining 
for a moment, the idea of any error or impertection in the conſti- 
tution of Ireland; and though, if it ſhall be negatived, I thall, 
r move to have the proceeding expunged from our jour- 
nals. ens | WT 
Mr. Breuna ſaid, he did not want to appear in two charac- 
ters ; his conduct in that Houſe was always ſteady and uniform, 
It was left to the Houſe to adopt or reject the bill, as no man 
can pretend to deny, that they brought it forward as their own. 
act. Before he ſat down, he begzed leave to obſerve, that ſome 
expreſſions had dropped from the Right Hon, Gentleman, which 
were rather harſh, 8 2 | 
The Aitern:y General (aid, he ſhould be extremely ſorry to 
uſe any harth expreſſions that could by any conſtruction be made 
to relate to the Right Hon. Gentleman, for whoſe perſon aud 
character he entertained the higheſt reſpe& z but begged leave 
ſtill ro inſiſt on it, that the Right Hon, and Hon. Gentlemen did 
diſavo their coming with that bill the national convention, 
and, for the truth of it, appealed to th&recolleQion of the Houle. 
It Was notorious that the bill had been debated clauſe by clauſe, 
in a committee, and that the gentlemen were joined in commiſ- 
ſion, by order of that ailembly, to introduce it here. Ne 
Mr. led ſaid, he ſhould only fay a few words, in reply to 
what. fell from his Right Hon. Friend, (the Attorney General) but 
with all reſpe&ſhould difer from him. It had been ſaid, they were 
Joined in a commiſſion by the convention. This was an aifertion, 
impoilible to be proved, as they had never received any. The 
Right. Honourable Geatleman's ideas were fo legal, they were 
often erroneous.” Cauld not gentlemen. talk an hour or two with- 
out 2 commiſſion ? Wag nothing to be done but by patent? Was 
the great ſeal of the convention neceſſary to be affixed to a com- 
miſhon, to order them to come to the Houſe of Commons? In 
the preparation of a bill for parliament, was it never known that 
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ſuch men were conſidered as were ſuppoſed beſt acquainted with 
its objects? If the bill to be produced has reference to the law 

we conſult a gentleman of the bar, as moſt converſant in ſuch 
matters, and by ſo doing, in ſome ſenſe, make him a legiſlator. 

If to merchandize, we apply for information and aſſiſtance to a 
merchant, and make him io a legiſlator. The national conven- 
tion was a part of the people, who were in favour of a parlia- 
mentary reform ; they were merely the propoſers of matter, and 
left it with parliament to adjuſt this matter, and to make what 
alterations or additions they pleaſed. Gentlemen would not take 
up the whole of the buſineſs, but undertake to find fault with a 
part, as if the volunteers were a mercenary army in the pay of 
the crown—as if volunteers were the reful of the nation; but 
ſs far was this from being the caſe, that the volunteers of Ire- 
land were compoſed of men of the moſt reſpectable characters, 
= wy in the higheſt degree of eſtimation in every part of the 

Formerty every freeholder was a military character, as at that 
time there was no military 'charaQter but was a freeholder, for the 
character of a ſoldier and freeholder were then united. In the 
early times of our conſtitution, they were never ſeparated. As 
the ſenſe of the community was for the meaſure, there was no 
reaſon to fpeak under the particular authority of a commiſſion 
from any man or ſet of men. If other men entertained then the 
very ſame ſentiments, 3 no man would ſay that could be 
any reaſon why they (Meſſrs. Brownlow and Flood) ſhould re- 
ject them. Other men had concurred with them in ſentiment, 
and not they with other men. He faid, he never propoſed the 
meaſure as the ſentiments of the volunteers only, but as his own, 
wherein the volunteers agreed with him. He hoped therefore to 
hear no more of -a commilſion' that never did aal. When the 
brought the propoſition en to the Houſe, they brought it 
through an opinion of its propriety, and not as the dictates of 
any body of men on earth. It is true they were proud their opi- 
nion had been adopted by the majority of the nation, but diſ- 
avowed any commllion, as they introduced the bill through eon- 
vidtion of its neceſſity. _ 

The Prime Serjeant,—T do not propoſe, at preſent, to enter 
at large into the merits of this queſtion. I am merely to ſay a 
ward to excuſe myſelf and thoſe from any imputation of ineon- 
ſiſtency, who ſufter now this bill, under its exceptionable title, 
to be brought into the Houſe, or who give leave to open the ſub- 
ject again, even to a moment's diſcuſſion; a ſubje& which I 
thought by what had * in parliament, to have been 
for ever cloſed, at leaſt, to have been finally concluded, for the 
remainder of this ſeſſion of partianient ; I believe every man who 
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hears me, muſt concur in this, that the bill is now permitted to 
be brought in, more from motives of civility to the decorous man- 
ner in which it is at preſent offered, and of reſpect due to the 
many . petitions of thoſe at whoſe deſire it is introduced, than 
from any poſſible idea of the propriety of the requiſitions which 
thoſe petitions contain; it is permitted to be introduced with an 
hope of convincing the petitioners that they are wrong, rather 
than from any the leaſt intentions to yield to their ill-timed im- 

ortupity. Something has been ſaid by way of attempt by the 

on. Gentleman who has introduced this fubjeQ, to draw the 
preſert adminiſtration into a ſupport of his projet. I think, as 
their friend, I ought to ſpeak out to them, and declare ſuch bold 
truths as I neyer have done: This adminiſtration is precluded from 
taking any part in this buſineſs contrary to the already declared 
ſenſe of parliament ; parliament have anticipated the preſent ad- 
miniſtration upon this ſubje&, and they have no alternative left 
in acting upon it. In honour and duty, they are bound, they 
ought and muſt ſupport that parliament which has, and I doubt 
not will ſupport them. . 

Parliament have already cloſed this buſineſs, and even ſignified 
to the throne their determined reſolution to ſupport the conſtitu- 
tion againſt all innovation or incroachment; the ſenſe of parlia- 
ment has been approved of by the crown, and has been echoed 
from the throne to both houſes ; would it not then be violence and 
tyranny in any adminiſtration, after what has paſſed, to inſinuate 
an inclination to adopt an oppoſite conduct? | 

I find the drum of the Honourable Gentleman again beating up 
for volunteers : now, as the ſenſe of the public has been con- 
veyed to me, | learn that as good volunteers, and perhaps the 
beſt in the land, if they admit of compariſon, reſiſt this ſcheme of 
innovation; both leaders and privates reſiſt it, all ſober men reſiſt 
it, the good ſenſe of the nation reſiſts it, and therefore let it be 
no longer deemed the univerſal wiſh of the volunteers becauſe one 
gentleman volunteer happens in debate to aſſert it. 

I congratulate the Honourable Gentleman on his recent diſco- 
very of the antiquity of the volunteers, but I own I am ſurprized 
that knowing their early origin ſo well, he ſhould fo long have 
t eate i them with coldneſs and neglect, and even decline to mix 
amongſt them. I believe the firſt volunteer coat which he ſported, 
was not put on until almoſt every body elſe had worn out their 
laſt ſuit, If he was ſo well acquainted with their conſtitutional 
antiquity, and had not doubted of the propriety even of their ex- 
iflence, why did he not grace any of their corps with his early 
ener, and enter much ſooner into the ſervice as one of 
them ?—Becauſe it was not ſooner neceffary to his own purpoſes. 
The Honourable Gentleman ſays, that in England both the lead- 
ers of miniſtry and of oppoſition entirely approve of a reform; 
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if ſo, why did he not condeſcend to lend them his illuſtrious af- 
ſiſtance, and try his hand there, in the firſt inſtance, where he 
had ſo much power to ſupport him, being as he is, an indepen- 
dent member of the Britiſh parliament, freely returned to repre- 
ſent the people of that kingdom ? Why did he not ſeize the op- 
portunity which he fo lately has had, to diſplay his talent; there, 
upon his favourite topic? Becauſe he knew from his heart that 
the body and the wiſdom of that great people were decidedly 
againſt it; he knew that no union of talents or of intereſts could 
conciliate or cram down ſuch a crude and impraQticable ſcheme 
of wild and fanciful ſpeculation. I have often heard, and the 
ccount has ſtruck me with ſome force and horror, that it is a 
practice amongſt other empyrics, whenthey wiſh to try the fucceſs 
of any dangerous or deſperate operation, to petition the crown 
for a convict; do not let us debaſe ourſelves to become that 
worthleſs condemned convict, nor offer ourſelves and our healthy 
- conſtitution as a ſubject only fit for amputation and diſſection to 
political empyrics, to make their mercileſs and wild experiments 
upon: Let England, if the-thing is right, or neceffary, or deſire- 
able, let England juſt try this experiment herſclf, we may then 
perhaps follow her at a ſafe and cautious diſtance ; but if ſhe has 
rejected the ſcheme which was found impracticable by the ableſt 
and wiſeſt ſtateſmen, let us diſdain to adopt the exploded projet, 
nor ſuffer ourſelves to become the victims of an experiment in 
very inferior and forlorn hands indeeds, which may prove the 
certain ruin of our ſtate, and the ſure deſtruction of our conſtitu- 
tion. 
Mr. Maſin.—After the notoriety of the fact, I thought no man 
would be ſo hardy as to deny that the Honourable and the Right 
onourable Gentleman came commiſſioned from an armed aſſem- 
bly.—The Honourable * ſays, he did not deliver their 
ſentiments; perhaps that may be true, but we all know he con- 
trived to make them deliver his. The gentlemen deny that they 
were commi ſſioned. Surely if ever men were commi iſioned they 
were, and the proof is, what I think they will hold too ſacred to 
deny.—I mean the votes of the convention, publiſhed by autho- 
rity. There it appears, that the gentlemen requeſt the conven- 
tion to continue ſitting till theit return, in order to give weight 
to their meaſure. 3 * n 
Mr. Flac. Having been perſonally called upon, I muſt ſay, that 
ede former conduct of the Houſe ſhould decide againfii—— 
[Here there was a violent clamour in the Houſe, and a cry of 
pile, ſpoke, pete. Mr. Flood raiſed his voice to the higheſt 
pitch, in vain endeavoured to proceed. The clamour in- 
creaſed, and the Houſe ſeemed determined not to hear him, where- 
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The Speaker aroſe, and a profound ſilence immediately enſued, 
He ſaid, that the order of the Houſe certainly was, that no mem- 
ber ſhould ſpeak more than once in a debate, except for the pur- 

ole of explaining any thing that might have been miſunderitood- 

his order indeed had not for a long time been ſtrifaly obſerved, 
till the Houſe, finding great inconvenience ariſe from the geglec 
of it, had reſolved to enforce it more ſtrictly for the future, and, 
though he had always great pleaſure in hearing Mr. Flood ſpeak, 
he could not now allow him to proceed, except he roſe, to ex- 
plain, or except the Houſe ſhould think proper to diſpenſe with 
their order. i ä „ 

Mr. Flaod then declared that he did riſe to explain. He ſaid, 
the character of a ſoldier and a freeholder was not, at any period 
of time, inimical to the conſtitution. He was nut quick in tak- 
ing up any thing, nor was he quick to lay it dowy. He was not 
quick in adhering to one adminiſtration, and afterwards quick in 
deſerting to the next, though it profeſſed principles diametrically 
oppoſite, He was a volunteer, and would continue fo, but beg- 
ged leave to ſay he uttered no other ſentiments than his own in 
taat Houſe, though the Honourable Gentleman lamented he had 
not ſooner. , | 

Mr. Prime Serjeant begged, if his words were to be quoted, 
they might not be miſquoted. He had not lamented that the 
Honourable Gentleman (Mr. Flood) had not ſooner become a 
volunteer; nor would he have lamented if he had never become 
a volunteer. The Honourable Gentleman might as well quote 
the whole of the Lamentation of Jeremiah, and attribute it to 


Mr. Flaad ſaid, as to the Lamentations of Jeremiah, or any 
other lamentations, they were indifferent to him. He did not 
change every day, and bow to every adminifiration : He did nct 
7 with the earlieſt pan of incenſe to the caſtle. As the Right 

onourable Gentleman (the Prime Serjeant) had ſaid, the volun- 
teers, and the leaders of the volunteers, were enemies to the 
meaſure of reform, he was glad it was exonerated from objections 
which formerly cauſed its rejection. Wich regard to himſelf, he 
had done every thing in his power to promote this great end, and 
felt nothing to reproach himſelf with on that account. As to the 
leaders of the volunteers being enemies to this bill, he could a 
peal to a very illuſtrious and diſtinguiſhed leader (Lord Charie- 
mont) near him, to diſprove the attertion, and he had received 
ſtrong aſſurances that the volunteers were not inimical to it. He 
was proceeding in an animadverſion on the Prime Setjeant, when 
he was a ſecond time called to order. 12 * . 
The queſtion was then put, and the motion agreed to nem. 
CDN. 1017 n | L 
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G Monoar, Marxcu 15, 1784. 


The Houſe ſat ſucceſſively in committee on the Waterford 
police and naturalization bills. 


The Proveft preſented a report from the committee appointed 
to take into conſideration the tate of the phyſic ſchool in the 
Univerſity of Dublin, and moved for leave to bring in a bill 


purſuant thereto, which was granted, and a committee ordered 
to prepare it. 


Mr. Gardiner made his promiſed motion, that the committee 
on the revenue bill, be empowered to receive a clauſe to aſcertain 
more accurately the duties payable on old and new drapery. 
imported into thts kingdom. —Ordered accordingly, 


The order of the day was then read, for taking into further 
conſideration the report of the ſelet committee appointed for 
trying the Enniſcorth+ election, Sir Veley Colclough being in 
his place, and William Alexander Engliſh, Eſq; at the har. 

The report of the committeè on the Enniſcorthy election hav- 
ing ſtated that the fitting members were duly returned ; alſo, 
that Sir Veſey Colclough, the returning officer, had been guilty 
of great miſconduct in acting under the corrupt influence of 
William Alexander Engliſh, Eſq; as appeared by a certain deed - 
or inſtrument, by which he, (dir Veſey) for full and valuable 
conſiderations heretofore received, bound himſelf to return ſaid 
Eagliſh for the borough of Enniſcorthy the deed was now pro- 
duced to the Houſe, and the Spater aſked Mr. Engliſh what he 
had to ſay in his defence to the charges againſt him in the 


report. | 2 a 
Mr. Engli/b (the bar being let down) ſaid, I have attended 
this day the order of this Hon., Houſe, though threats were not 
wanting to intimidate me from coming here ; but I depend on 
the candour of this Houſes when they hear of the ill treatment 
a man has received who fat as a member of this Houſe during 
the laſt parkament and part of chis ſeſſion, and flatter myſelf 
with, ſome little credit; How mortifying, then, to find myſelf 
at your bar a culprit! , 

The Speaker deſired Mr, Engliſh would confine himſelf to his 
defence. | 2 | | 

Mr. Engliſb proceeded. The opinion of this Houſe I am con- 
fident, will change when they know I have paid a cunſiderable 
ſum of, money without any value whatſoever, and now 1 am call- 
ed upon to pay more money. Ane Art wniba3301 

dir Jobu Harnel, the chairman of the committee, ſaid, as to 
the ſpecific matter of the election, the committee were bound on 
oath to decide, and that the Houſe had no controul over their 
deciſion, but when any thing extrinſic of that matter aroſe, they 


were to report it ſpecially, ſubje to the controul of the Houſe 3 
he therefore moved, that the queſtion ſhould be put upon that 
part of their report, whether the Houſe did agree with the com- 
mittee, that Sir Veſey Colclough had acted in the manner ſtat- 
ed; he ſaid, he was not anxious to preſs the queſtion at the pre- 
ſent moment, but would allow the perſons charged all reaſonable 
indulgence in' point of time, and wiſhed they might be able from 
any circumſtance to . the Houſe in their favour. 

Mr. Taler. The deciſion of the committee cannot be called in 
queſtion or impugned by any judicature on earthz their deter- 
mination relative to elections being final and without appeal, to put 
a queſtion whether we agree with them, would be throwing a 
doubt on their authority. I roſe to ſay thus much, Sir, as 1 
think this a very momentous buſineſs, and as I hope the Hon, 
Baronet will follow up his report with that vigour and ſpirit 
which diſtinguiſhes him, that the people may ſee parliament pre- 
ſerving inviolate the rights of election, and he convinced that a 
parliamentary reform is not an act of ſuch neceſſity as clamorous 
men would perſuade them to believe. 

Sir Jabn Parnel,—As to the return, the deciſion of the com- 
mittee is undoubtedly final, but the miſconduct of the returning 
officer is to be ſpecially reported, as direQed by the former act 
of parliament; it is now before the Houſe, but as I ſaid before, 
I would wiſh to give the parties a reaſonable time to prepare 
their defence. : 

Attorney General, —By the charge againſt Sir Veſey Colclough 
he appears equally culpable, whether he be the returning officer 
or not, As to the return, the committee have confirmed it; and 
their report of Sir Veſey Colclough is not therefore for having 
made an illegal return, but upon another collateral charge f 
having acted under the corrupt influence of an agreement with 
William Alexander Engliſh, which act of his being proved, is pu- 
niſhable, whether he was the returning officer or not. Now, as 
to the election, there could not be any entry made, but that it 
was legal or was not legal; the entry eould take no notice of 
the returning officer, and therefore the Hon. Baronet was per- 
fely right in reporting it ſpecially and moving a queſtion 
on it ſeparate from the report of &o election, on which no 
queſtion can be put. 

One word as to the perſon at the bar.—I hope it is under- 
ſtood that no man ſhall preſume to execute any civil procefs on 
him while he is attending, by order of this Houſe, as it would 
be the higheſt act of contempt that could be offered. 

Sir Frederick Flaad roſe after the Attorney General, and argued 
ſtrenuouſly in favour of Sir Veſey Colclough, He ſaid he was ſure 
the Houſe would acquit him of any partiality to that gentleman, 
ſox he owed him none: But he hoped it would be conſidered that 
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the inſtrument reported as the foundation of his miſconduct con- 


'tained no : ſpecific crime. It ſtated only a general charge of miſ- 


conduct ariting from corrupt influence, without diſtinguiſhing any 
ſpecies of corruption; and that the words valuable conſideration 
mentioned in the agreement alluded to, might as well be the con- 
ſideration of friend{hip, or the influence of landlord or creditor 
as any other; and concluded by imploring the Houſe to have 


mercy upon their brother member, who threw himſelf upon their 


feelings, and declared the innocence of his intention. 

Sir Veſey Celclougb ſpoke with great apparent difficulty, bein 
much indiſpoſed z he acknowledged that the committee had ated 
with juſtice, with honour, and even with lenity towards him; 
but he lamented that by ſome extreme ill health he had not been 
able to make his defence before them; which had it been fully 
exhibited, he was convinced, would have produced a different 
report. His council, he ſaid, was too nearly connected with 
certain perſons, and had not brought out*the evidence which he 
might have done before the committee, The deed, he faid, 
had been drawn by Mr. Ryan, unknown to him; it had been 


brought to a tavern, where, after ſome diinking, he had been 


perſuaded to ſign ity that he had objected to the words valu- 
able conſideration; but he was told they were merely words 
of courſe, and neceſſary in point of form; that he never had re- 
ceived a ſhilling from Engliſhz and it was well known that 


be could no more give him 2000/. than he could give him the 


wealth of India. : I | 

Sir Jobn Parnel ſaid it had appeared to the committee that the 
circumſtance of Sir Veſey Colclough's ſigning the deed was juſt 
as he had ſtated it, with this addition in his favour, that in pe- 
ruſing it, when he came to the words—valuable confideration— 
he ſtopped and faid, ſurely it is chiefly your friendſhip which 
is the confideration——He then read from the minutes of the 
committee, the evidence relative to this point. 

Attorney General. -I never was more pleaſed than to find the 
defence of the Hon. Baronet ſo well ſupported by evidence laid 


before the committee; no ſpecific ſum has been alledged as given, 


and the evidence ſtates that the Hon. Baronet obje cted to the words 
valuable conſideration—as having the appearance of a bribe, 


and ſaid it was chiefly friendſhip, ſo that by the evidence he 


did not take a bribe, though indeed he has been guilty of great 


miſconduct; but as he ſeems extremely ſorry for his indiſeretion, 


* 


17 as ] truſt the anxiety this has coſt him, will prevent his 
ing into the like again, I think there is no neceſñty of paſ- 
ſing any very ſevere cenſure at this time. 

Mr. Gardiner, though perfectly well diſpoſed to ſhew lenity, 
declared he thought the Houſe in a delicate ſituation. The re- 
port of the committee, he ſaid, could not be controverted, that 
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report muſt be entered on the journals; and if nothing appeared 
done in conſequence thereof, in future times what opinion muſt 
they who ſhould read thoſe journals, form of the preſent com- 
mons of Ireland? | 

Sir John Parnel deſired that all the minutes of the committee 
might be read, as evidence had been om of 240l. alſo paid to 
Sir Veſey Colclough ; he did not, he ſaid, wiſh to draw the 
cenſure” of the Houſe upon him, but in juſtice to a ſet of virtu- | 
ous and honourable men, of whom the committee was compoſed, 
he held himſelf bound to ſupport their deciſion. 

Right Hon. Jehn Foſter propoſed to adjourn the further conſi- 
deration of the buſineſs for a week, that the Hon. Baronet might 
have an opportunity of making his defence. 8 

The Speater ſaid, it was always cuſtomary, when a member 
of the Houſe was charged with any miſbehaviour, to furniſh him 
with a copy of the charge, and allow him reaſonable time to 
prepare his defence. | 

Sir Veſey Calelaugb thanked the Right Hon. Gentlemen for 
their kindneſs towards him, aſſured the Houſe that the judgment 
for 240/. never had been transferred, and that he had no further 
defence to offer. And added, that for an invalid like him to lie 
under the preſſure of doubt for a week, was a degree of torture 
the animal ſyſtem could not bear, 

Right Hon, John Fofter faid he might be better adviſed in the 
courſe of a week, and therefore perſevered in his motion, to ad- 
journ the further conſideration of this buſineſs for a week. 

Sir Boyle Roche. have long known the Hon. Baronet in this 
Houſe, though I have not a perſonal acquaintance with him, 
and he always ſeemed to me in a ftate of inſenſibility. That 

ntleman I never remember to fee in the ſtreet but he ſeemed 
in a ſituation unable to guide himſelf. I hope his relations 
will take proper care of him. If in this Houſe he does not pro- 
ceed with honour and propriety, I hope it will be imputed to 
a ſtate of intoxication; and as I ſuſpect his reaſon is touched, I 
would be very tender of awarding any puniſhment. This da 
and every day it appears that his judgment is never able to dire 
him, and if his actions are not always correct, it is becauſe they 
are the actions of ſuch a man. On this ground only I can ſup- 
port the vote I intend to give. x 

The queſtion was put, that this buſineſs be adjourned for a 
week, and paſſed unanimouſly. - | 


Mr. Corry took notice, that by an act of the laſt ſeſſion of par- 
liament, a further tax of five per cent. was laid on all goods pay- 
ing the duty of cuſtom or exciſe, by which means, he faid, 
the influence of the exciſe laws had been ſo far extended, that 
ſuits formerly cognizable in the courts of law were now tried. 


before the commullioners of exciſe, to the great diſtreſs of the 


28 PARLIAMENTARY 


mercantile people. He therefore moved, That the committee 

. on the revenue bill ſhould be empowered to receive a clauſe, 
directing that ſuch goods as are liable to cuſtom only ſhall be 

tried as formerly.” Fs 

Right Hon. Jeb Feller ſaid, he roſe to ſuggeſt to the Hon. 
Gentleman a circumſtance which perhaps he had not conſider- 
ed—that the money ariſing from this tax was appropriated to 
be paid 4n bounty on linen exported, and 2 4 as a friend 
to the linen manufacture, he could not conſent to have it taken 
away. He truſted the Hon. Gentleman would ſee it in the ſame 
light, and deem it unwiſe to take off a tax which had been laid 
on imported manufactures, for the purpoſe of paying bounties 
on the exportation of our own. | 
Mr. Corr5 ſaid, his object was not to take off the duty, but 
merely to bring back the trial to the conſtitutional mode by jury, 

as he thought every other an infringement of the ſubjects right. 
He ſaid, he had been ſolicited by ſeveral reſpectable merchants 
to make this motion. | | 

Right Hon. John Beresford requeſied Mr. Corry would ſtate 
to the Houſe the particular goods that were affected by the laſt 
regulation, and the particular merchants that thought themſelves 
aggrieved. : 

Sir. Cerry thought his motion ſufficiently founded on conſti- 
tutional principles, to which the extenſion of exciſe laws was 
utterly repugnant. 

Right Hon, Jabn Beresferd.—When the Hon. Gentleman brings 
forward a general accuſation, it is incumbent upon him to men- 
tion at leaſt, one inſtance of injury ſuſtuined under the law he 
complained of; but I aſſert no. merchant acting fairly can be 

eved by it, while ſmugglers receive their due puniſhment. 
"There are no goods particularl: affected by this law but wool- 
len goods: Now if the Hon. Gentleman wiſhes to protect our 
own manufactures, he will be glad to ſee the duty on woollens 
ſtrictly levied. 

It is notorious that the enormous quantities of manufactured 
goods imported into the town of Newry under falſe denominati- 
ons, haye done infinite miſchiefs to this country. The King has 
been cheated of his duty, the manufacturers of the ſouth have 
been deſtroyed, and that of the north injured, while the people 
of Dublin have ſuffered great lojles, through thoſe clandeſtine 
importations, by which aimoſt the whole aa of Ulſter has 
been ſupplied; to ſo great a pitch had this traud proceeded, that 
government was obliged to deviſe means to check it, and I was ſent 
to Newry on that occaſion to inform myſelt of every circumſtance, 
and 2 a ſtop to thoſe enormities. I am almoſt afraid to men- 
tion what appeared upon enquiry; it was clearly proved, that 
one houſe imported woollens from 28 to 30,000). a year, though 
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the whole town of Newry had not paid duty for goods to a fourth 
of that amount. Theſe gentlemen were ſoon after detected in 
ſmuggling a great quantity of goods, but as it could not be 
proved to the ſatisfaction of a jury, thoſe goods were not con- 
demned. However, ſince the paſſing of the laws which the Hon. 
Gentleman complains of, they were again detected, and their 
judges thought yoo that they ſhould forfeit the goods; they 
appealed indeed, but the decree was confirmed. | 

ir Hercules Langriſbe ſaid, as the duty on imported woollen 
was applied in the way of bounty to encourage the exportation 
of linen, the more faithfully that duty was collected, the grea- 
ter would be the quantity of linen exported; and aſked whether 
it would be good policy, this being the caſe, to admit woollens 
without paying the duty chargeable on them. 

The Attorney General faid; the title of the revenue bill was, for 
the more effectually collecting his Majeſty's duty, &c. but if 
this clanſe was introduced the title muſt be changed, and it muſt 
be ſaid for the more ineffectually, &c. | 
Mr. Secretary Hamilton ſaid, if the Hon. Gentleman's clauſe 
was admitted, it would defeat the whole excite ſyſtem, for moſt 
articles being liable both to cuſtom and exciſe, it would leave 
in the ſmuggler an option under. which law he would be tried, 
by which means frauds againſt the revenue would not often be 
puniſhed as they deſerved. | 5 

Mr. Hartley. — Though a merchant and a friend of merchants, 
I wiſh-in this caſe to ſee the law: have its full operation, as by 
the abominable frauds that have been ſtated, the fair trader is 
greatly injured, and the manufacturers of this country deſtroy- 
ed. — After what has been faid, ſhall we cut off the ſmall pro- 
tection that is. allowed to our manufacturers? No, on the con- 
trary, I think the country is much, indebted to the wiſdom and 
activity of the Right Hon. Gentleman, which have been exerted 
ſo obviouſly to the advantage of our manufacturers. 

Mr. Corry ſaid, that as there were doubts that his motion 
might prove injurious to the manufactures of Ireland, he would 
not preſs it till he had given it further conſideration; teſerv- 
IN therefore his principles, he would for the preſent with- 
raw it, | | 

The Attorney General ſaid he was glad that idle, filly, nonſen- 
ſical motion to facilitate ſmuggling, and to exempt the people of 
Newry from the operation of thie exciſe laws, was withdrawn. 
Idle, abſurd, and doubly abfurd he called it, as being propoſed 
to enter into a law for the better collecting of the revenue; 
and wondered that any man could introduce ſuch a motion, and 
then withdraw it. | 
Mr. Corry faid he was not much ſurprized at ſuch improper lan- 
guage coming from the Right Hon. Gentleman, as it ſerved: to ſhew 
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his ignorance of parliamentary decorum, of conſtitution, and re- 
venue law. , | 


Houſe read ſeveral bills a ſecond time, and adjourned. 


” > ” EO 
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Tos pax, March 16, 1784. 


The Houſe received the repott of the committee on the corn 
bill, and agreed thereto. | * 4 


- Right Hon, Henry Grattan ſaid he was happy to have it in 
his power to remove an imputation that had been thrown. upon 
d Northington's. government, That he had bargained with 
Mr. Hamilton, the Chancellor of the Exchequer of Ireland, to 
give him a penfion of 2,500/. a year, in lieu of che emoluments 
of his office, conditioned that he ſhould reſign the ſame; whereas 
the fact was, that Lord Northington had refuſed to grant Mr. 
Hamilton the penſion in queſtion: And as he had the honour 
to ſupport that adminiftration, he thought it incumbent on him 
to remove any prejudice that might ariſe from ſuch an impu- 
tation. - 5 2210137 
Right Hon. Thomas Orde ſaid, that with the utmoſt reſpe& to 
the Right Hon. Gentleman, and to Lord Northington's admini- 
ſtration, he thought the affair differed in a ſmall degree from 
what had been ftated. Lord Northington, he ſaid, had nat ab- 
ſolutely refuſed granting a penſion, but had laid down one prin- 
ciple by which he acted in the buſineſs alluded to, that was, that 
Hamilton ſhould be allowed a penſion preciſely equivalent 
to the emoluments which he drew from his office in Ireland, and 
which were reported to his lordſhip as equal to 1,8ool. a year. 
On the part of Mr Hamilton, a penſion of 2,500/. was demand- 
ed; this Lord Northington had refuſed But he ſubmitted to the 
Houſe, whether that refuſal could be deemed a determination 
againſt granting any penſion at all, as he had conſented to grant 
a penſion equal to the office. % 3) 6 
Right Hon. Henry Grattan then read a letter from Lord Nor- 
thington on the ſubject, which ſeemed to coincide with what 
Mr. Orde had advanced. 21 
- Right Hon. Jon Beresford ſpoke to the ſame effect as Mr. 
Orde had done. He ſaid further, that the ſalary of the office 
was 1, 200. a year, the perquiſites at an average goo/. which 
taken together made 2, 100/.,—and if Lord Northington had grant- 
_ ed a penſion equal to that ſum, free of abſentee deduction, it 
2 to Mr. Hamilton than 2,500/. per ann. ſubject 
to the tax. 1 . 
Prime Serjeant. When the nation is to treat with an individual 
for the relinquiſhment of an honourable and lucrative office, with 
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which he does not deſire to 2 though for a thouſand private 
reaſons he cannot reſide in Ireland, is it dignified or becoming 
conduct for us to ſtand chaffering for one hundred or five hun- 
dred pounds? We all deſire to ſee the office brought home, as 
one badge of our imperial conſequence z and if we do, is there 
not a degree of meanneſs to enter into a very minute inveſti- 
gation of its value? Lord Northington, in propoſing to give 
the value for it, though it ſeems that value was not well ex- 
plained to him, acted, in my opinion, a publick . part; 
and the worthy gentleman who enjoys it, by conſenting to re- 
linquiſh, ſhewed a proper degree of reſpec to this country. 

Mr. Molyneux riſing, Prime Serjeant continued.—lI know: the 
powers of the Hon. Gentleman's eloquence, and that he could 
now entertain the Houſe with a ſplendid oration on this ſubject, 
but ſubmit to him, whether he. will not have opportunities 
enough of diſplaying his abilities on more gracious occaſions, 

The Houſe reſolved into a'committee on the poſt-office bill, 
the Right Hon. John Foſter in the chair. e e 

Mr. O' Hara moved to poſtpone the buſineſs until to- morrow. 
This motion was negatived without a- diviſion. n 

Mr. Molyneux oppoſed the increaſe of poſtage, as unneceſſary ; 
but even if the produce of the office was deemed inſufficient at 
the preſent rates, it would, he ſaid, be better to reduce the ex- 
pences of the eſtabliſhment, and reſtrain the practice of coun- 
terfeiting franks, than tax trade and commerce by an additional 
duty of eee mee ee. D 

Sir Henry Hariſtonge.— As many gentlemen are gone to their 
dinners and other amuſements, I cannot tell how 1 ſhalt be ſup- 
ported z but at all events I ſhall venture to move you, Sir, that 
inſtead of 2d. for the firſt fifteen miles, id. ſhall be charged on 
each ſingle letter. ſo | : 

Mr. Molyneux ſeconded the motion, n 

Mr. Hartley alfo ſupported it, not as enemy to the bill, but as 
ſuppoſing that the increaſe of the poſt- office revenue, by the 
reſtraint laid on franking, would be ſufficient without any addi- 
tional tax. 5 

Mr. Cerry ſaid he had no objection to the principle of the bill, 
or the officers of the poſt- office, but thought the regulation by 
which the cirele immediately encompaſſing the trading towns, 
was too heavily burthened by doubling the poſtage in the firſt 
fifreen miles, and feared it would prove highly detrimental to the 
little traders. ; £763 ib | T IKE HET 

Mr. Dann. — I ſhould be extremely ſorry to oppoſe this act, 
ſo much deſired by the nation, as the laſt proof of our reftored 
liberty; but till I have ſome better grounds than at preſent I 
poſſeſs for increaſing the rate of poſtage, I muſt vote againſt that 
increaſe; in all other caſes proper documents are laid Fefere the 
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Houſe, and time is given to conſider them. If a ſum of money 
is wanted for any purpoſe, that purpoſe is explained, and an 
eſtimate laid on your table, and you grant a greater or leſs ſum 
as you approve the eſtimate z but in the preſent caſe we are call- 
ed on to vote an increaſe of tax without havigg any eſtimate laid 
before us. Indeed we are told that it will be highly advantage- 
ous; perhaps it may; but can any man without the ſmalleſt 
information vote for it? As to me, in my preſent ſtate of igno- 
rance, I confeſs I cannot. Nothing could be more eaſily — 
than to lay before us the amount of our inland poſtage; as to 
any thing external, we have no right to it; but if the inland 
* ge and amount of franked letters were before us, we ſhould 

ve data, by which we might aſcertain the probable amount of 
the ſame that would ariſe from the tax propoſed. 

There are two circumſtances which will tend greatly to in- 
creaſe the poſt-office revenue. The firſt is, the reiggaint laid on 
franking, which was indeed. abſolutely neceſſary, from the mon- 
ſtrous degree in which counterfeiting prevailed, while the poſt- 
office was permitted under an Engliſh law; but now when it is 
to be eſtabliſhed under a law of Ireland, that practice will be 


The dating preſcribed by this bill is indeed an excellent mode 
2 7 forgery; for When it ſhall be known, for inſtance, 
that all the members of the county of Cork or of Donegal, are 

ending their duty in parliament here at any particular period, 

t will be impoſſible to paſs counterfeits with their names at that 
riod 3 this will give an effectual check to forging franks, and 
tend greatly to increaſe the revenue. wing 4 

Another circumſtance that will alſo tend to encreaſe the reve- 
nue, will be the confining the conveyance of letters to the poſt= 
office only; formerly, while England was the letter-carrier for 
this country, people ſent their letters by any perſon they thought 
proper, by hackney coachmen, cartmen, or any other deſcription 
of carners, notwithſtanding the prohibition of an Engliſh law 
which nobody would obey. But now, by a law of Ireland the 
poſt-office will have the excluſive right of conveying letters, 
and any perſon interfering will be highly punithable —All 

e circumſtances, I ſay, taken together, will ſo far encreaſe 
the revenue of the poſt-ofce, as to make the additional tax un- 
neceſſary. _ 2 0 

Mr. Cerbes.—I riſe not only from my own conviction of the 
partiality and inequality of this tax, to oppoſe it, but alſo at 
the deſire of a very reſpectable community of trading people, 
who will be materially affected by it. The town of Drogheda 
is the only conſiderable place of trade within the circle of thirty 
miles—the poſtage to that town will be enormouſly encreaſed, 
while Cork and Limerick, and all the more diſtant parts remain 
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preciſ-ly as they were. Now I will aſk, upon what principle 
of equity or juſtice a letter to Drogheda, which is only '22 miles, 
ſhall be charged 30. while a letter to Cork, which is 122 miles, 
ſhall be charged but 44.? If it is neceſſary to tax the people, let 
them be equally taxed, let them pay in ptoportion to the ac- 
commodation they receive. 

All the payments in the trade between Drogheda and Dublin 
are made by bills, numbers cf which paſs between the two 
places every poſt; each bill with its envelope will be charged, as 
a double letter, and this will fall very heavily upon their trade. 
Therefore, as it has not been ſhewn that the bill now before 
the Houſe is neceſſary, either on a principle of ſupply, of finance, 
or regulation, and as it is a matter of great indiſference by whom 
our letters are carried, I would rather authorize England to car- 
ry our letters for another year in the former manner, than paſs 
this bill till it is arranged on a more equitable plan. 

Atterney General, —If gentlemen will ple-ſe to recollect, they 
muſt acknowledge, that an act of the parliament of Ireland, to 
eſtabliſh a, poſt -office, has been a favourite object, though the 
Hon. Gentleman now chuſes to leave the management of that 
office to England, becauſe the new regulation affects the town 
of Drogheda. I do admit that town is affected by it, but it is 
the only place of trade that will feel the leaſt inconvenience, 
for there is no other within the circle of thirty miles: within 
that circle reſide great numbers of gentlemen of fortune, and 
therefore the tax will fall juſt where it ought to fall, on thoſe 
who beſt can bear it—beyond the circle of thirty miles, lie all 
the other great trading towns in the kingdom, and they are ſo 
far favoured, that the poſtage between them and Dublin is not 
at all increaſed. | 

It is alledged that no documents have been laid before the 
Houſe, and that the increaſed tax of poſtage is unneceſſary: All 
the papers that gentlemen have been pleaſed to call for have 
been produced, and now lie upon your table; from them it ap- 
— that the income of the poſt-office is 14, oool. per annum, 
rom our internal poſtage its eſtabliſhment is 15,000/,—conſe= 
quently there is an annual loſs of 1,000/,—Now it is well 
known, that the croſs - poſts in many parts of this kingdom, are 
on a moſt wretched footing; many conſiderable places have no 
poſt-office at all, and in others they are ſo poorly ſupplied, 
that a letter by a croſs-poſt is the moſt uncertain thing in the 
world: In the whole county of Kerry there is but one polt-office, 
and in the county Leitrim no polt-office at all. From Limerick 
to Cork is but tifty miles, the poſt between thoſe cities takes a 
circuit of 150 miles. Mallow is but 14 miles from Cork, yet as 
all letters are obliged to be carried firſt to Clonmel, the poſt route 
9 _ and Mallow is 80 miles. While the poſt-office 
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was under the controul of another country, we could not rec- 
tify thoſe defects but now it is to be made efficiently uſeful— 
the expence will be increaſed, but the advantage to the public 
will ſo far outgo the expence, that when it "199, 406 tried, peo- | 
ple wil! be very loth to relinquiſh-1t. 5 
Some doubts have been ſtated that the tax will raiſe a large 
and unneceſſary ſum from the people. In the eſtimates for this 
year, the poſt- office has been ſtated as a ſource for 12, 00. [ 
ope with the aid of the 4000. from England it will produce 
that ſum; and if there ſhould be found any great redundancy, or 
any inconvenience arifing from the new regulations, the bill 
may be altered next year. | 
The Secretary of State ſpoke to the ſame effect; and demon- 

- ſtrated the great neceſſity of ſome new regulations, eſpecially 
with reſpe& to Cork, here printers were obliged at their own 
expence, to keep couriers, to anticipate the common poſt, which 
in its progreſs to that city, was obliged to make a large cir= | 
uit. 4 

After ſome » x bad ſpoken their opinions on this 
ſubject, the queſtion for reducing the poſtage was put, when 
there ap , 
Ayes, 
N — — n 47 a 7 
Mr. Forbes propoſed a motion to exempt the town of Drogheda 
Fs. * — the increaſed tax, which was negatived without a di- 3 
. N 4 
Ihe committee went through the bill. Their report was or- 
dered for to-morrow. i 


th. 
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Weonts Dax, Manch 17, 1784. 


The Houſe, according to order, reſolved itſelf into a com- 
mittee of the whole Houſe, to take into conſideration a bill for 
the erecting and building of a new and convenient goal and 
marſhalſea in the city of Limerick, for the county and county 
of the city of Limerick, and to enable certain truſtees or com- 
mĩſſioners therein named to purchaſe ground whereon to ere& 
and build the ſame; and after fome time ſpent therein the 
Speaker reſumed the chair, and Sir Henry Hariſfonge reported from 
the committee that they had made ſome progreſs in the matter 
"to them referred, and that he was directed by the committee 
to deſire leave to fit again. | CPS 
Reſolved, That this Houſe will, to-morrow morning, reſolve 
. itſelf into a committee of the whole Houſe, to take the ſaid 
| bill into further conſideration. | 
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Mr. Maſen preſented a petition of Benjamin Taylor and John 
Lambert, clerks of the peace for the county of the city of Dub- 
lin, ſetting forth that petitioners apprehend that if the bill lately 
introduced for the relief of priſoners charged with certain crimes, 
reſpecting their fees, ſhould paſs into a law, it would materially 
injure petitioners, unleſs by ſuch bill the ſeveral grand juries of 
the quarter- ſeſſion court of the city of Dublin ſhould be autho- 
rized to preſent a ſum adequate to the trouble and expence peti- 
tioners muſt be at in executing the duties of ſaid office. 


Mr. Hartley moved for leave to bring in a bill for the im- 


portation of cloves, cinnamon, mace, and other ſpices, directly 
from Holland. 


Mr. Br2wnlov preſented a memorial from the freeholdery of 
the county Armagh, purporting, that, as there had not been any 
thing done, or any notice taken of their petition, in favour of 
a parliamentary reform, they begged to put them in mind thereof, 


and to come to a determination thereon,—'The receiving the me- 


morial was objected to as irregular ; it was referred to the 5peaker, 


"who was of opinion it was fo, as the petition was ordered, with 


others, to lie on the table, for the conſideration of the Houſe. 


Mr. Cerry, according to order, reported from the committee 


.of the whole Houſe, 1 to take into conſideration a bill 
1 


for extending the proviſien of an act paſſed in this kingdom in 
the nineteenth and twentieth years of his Maje'ty's reign, inti- 
tled an act for naturalizing ſuch foreign merchants, traders, arti- 
ficers, artizans, manufacturers, workmen, ſeamen, farmers and 
others, as (hall ſettle in this kingdom, that the committee had 
gone through the bill, paragraph by paragraph, and made ſeve- 
ral amendments thereto, which he read in his place, and after 
delivered in at the table, with the amendments ; and the amend- 
ments were once read throughout, and then a ſecond time; and 
the queſtion being thereupon ſeverally put, were agreed to by 
the Houſe, 


Mr. Faſter reported the bill for an additional duty upon hops 
imported; and alſo the American trade bill. Both ordered to be 
engroſſed. : 


Committee on the revenue bill, Mr. George Ponſonby in 
the chair. Reported ſome progreis.—Leave was given to fit 
again to-morrow. 


John Henry was committed to Newgate for prevarication in 
his evidence before the committee on the Weſtmeath election. 
The Houſe reſolved itſelf into a committee on Mr. O'Hara's 
freehold regiſtry bill, Sir Hugh Hill in the chair. | 
| f D 2 
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Mr. Chatterton objected to the bill; he mentioned the great num- 
ber of election laws, and that taking up the ſubject by piece- 
meal, inſtead of remedying, would encreaſe the preſent defects; 
that nothing was more wanted by this country than one regu- 
lar well digeſted code, and to repeal all the former. That he 
had the honour, ſome days ago, of tubmitting to the conſidera- 
tion of the Houſe, a bill on this ſubject, which, he hoped, would 
anſwer every uſeful purpoſe. After a ſhort debate, the chair- 
man left the chair, and Mr. O'Hara withdrew his bill. 

Mr. Chatterton's bill for the regulation of elections for mem- 
bers to ſerve in parliament, was alſo withdrawn, and a committee 


* to reviſe the election laws, and to prepare a bill for 
t purpoſe. 


Sir James Cotter ſaid, it had been reported and threatened, that 
a petition would be preferred to the Houſe from the _ of 
Cork; he had waited in expeQation thereof, but as they had not 
thought proper to preſent ſich a petition, he would therefore, as 
the ſabjeRt of reform was ſoon to be diſcuſſed, preſent a petition 
from certain of the freeholders of the county Cork, which ſtated, 
that if any other petition entitled from that county ſhould be 
brought in, it would be found not to be the voice of the county ; 
as on a comparative view it would appear, that nine-tenths of the 
landed property, and people of the firſt conſequence therein, 
were againtt the meaſure of the reform, 

Mr. Uniacke ſaid, that this petition was really the ſenſe of the 
people of Cork.—It was ordered to lie on the table, 


— — 


Tuvsspav, Maxcu 18, 1784. 


Mr. Corry called the attention of the Houſe on a ſubjeQ, he 
ſaid, of very great importance to the trade of this kingdom. 
That being himſelf chairman of a committee on a former day, 
for inveſtigating the tame, all materials for throwing light there- 
on, appeared to him extremely defective and inſufficient. The 
object of this enquiry, he ſaid, was the duties on the importa- 
tion of Eaſt-India goods into this kingdom from England, and 
the regulations under which they were collected. I hat on the 
moſt painful and laborious enquiry into the committee, he found 
no information clear enough whereon to ground a report; and 
anxious to attain his ends, though the matter was involved in 
ſuch dark intricacies, he ſaw no mode ſo likely to ſucceed in, 
as a minute inſpeCtion into the ſtatutes, ro which he applied all 
his attention with unremitting diligence, and had then in his 
hand every uſeful extract, that he thought pertinent to the il- 
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luſtration of the object of his enquiry which he intended to lay 
before the Houſe for their inſpection. He then went into a te- 
troſpe& of the trade as carried on by the Engliſh Eaſt-India 
Company, ſince the reign of Queen Elizabeth to this day, mak- 
ing judicious remarks on the variations it underwent in each 
ſucceeding reign. He then pointed out from his extracts, ſome 
uſeful hints on the teas, muſlins, callicoes, and wrought fills, 
imported into this kingdom from England, being the produce of 
the Eaſt-Indies, concluding, after taking this ſummary view, 
that hitherto our importation and conſumption of ſuch goods, 
was giving an excluſive monopoly to the Engliſh Eaſi-India 
Company, without an adequate compenſation. That the ar- 
rangement, or regulation, in collecting the duties on ſuch goods, 
in his judgment, militated againſt the act of navigation; and 
circumſtanced as we now ſtood, in regard to our late emancipa- 
tion, it was an object of the firſt magnitude, to have adiuſted 
that for his own part, he exerted his efforts to bring it into as 
fair a view as poſſible, and would confider his pains well requited, 
if any gentlemen, whoſe duty in office qualified them for better 
intelligence, took up the meaſure, and digeſted it into perfec- 
tion. He, therefore, on —— his collection of extracts, 
moved, That the proper officer do lay before the Houſe an ac- 
count of the quantities of teas, muſlins, china, callicoes, and 
wrought filk imported from England, being the produce of India, 
into this gion, to March, 1783, for twenty years backward, 
together with the duties impoſed on ſuch goods, and the regu- 
lations under which ſuch duties were collected.—He did not 
preſs to have this matter immediately brought forward, but was 
rather inclined to allow ſuch gentlemen time either this or at a 
future ſeſſions, to direct a meaſure of ſuch imporcance, —Ordered 
accordingly, 


Mr. Flaad preſented to the Houſe, according to order, a bill 
to rectify certain defects in the repreſentation of the people in 
parliament z which was received and read a firſt time, and ordered 
to be read a ſecand time to-morrow morning. 

He aſked gentlemen who meant to oppoſe this bill, in what 
ſtage they propoſed doing itz whether on the report of the 
committee or before? 


: Sir Hercules Langriſbe ſaid it would not be ſuffered to enter 
into the committee. 


Mr. John Taler ſaid, the hard labour law was found ineffectual 
to anfwer its purpoſe z for which reaſon he had written to Eng- 
land for a tranſcript of the bill that exiſted there, and as ſoon 


as it arrived he would bring in à bill for the purpoſe, ground- 
thereon, 
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; The, Houſe then purſuant to order, reſolved into a committee 

on Sir Henry Hartſtonge*s bill, for promoting the inland tiſherics 
of Ireland. | 

Mr. Smith (of Limerick) oppoſed the principal clauſe of the 
bill, which directs that in each weirs of the river Shannon, 
ſhall be fixed a ſluice or floodgate of fix feet in width, which 
ſluice or floodgate ſhall be opened every Saturday evening, and 
ſuffered to remain open until Monday morning, in order to per- 
mit the fiſh going up the river to ſpawn— le ſaid that the cor- 
poration of the city of Limerick had for many ages enjoyed 
under a charter, the right of having weirs on the river Shannon, 
which weirs they farmed to perſons who carried on a very con- 
ſiderable traffic in exporting ſalmon, and annually brought large 
ſums of money into the kingdom, but if the clauſe propoled 
was once to paſs into a law, their trade would be at an end, 
and the profits loſt to this kingdom. 

The Attorney General very much doubted the legality of the 
charter encroaching on private property—'The charter mentioned 
by the honourable gentleman was undeniably of that deſcription ; 
for by the weirs erected under its authority, all the upper part 
of the Shannon was rendered deſtitute of fiſh; and the pro- 

rietors of land abutting upon the river were deprived of the 
a beach of a fiſhery, to which they muſt have had an original 
"'right.— The bill now before the committee was intended to 
reſtore, in ſome degree, the benefit of the fiſhery to the interior 
country, without injuring the city of Limerick; for though at 
their weirs there were often caught from 600 to rooo hh per 
day, for the whole upper part of the river, it was only defired 
that a ſmall paſſage ſhould be opened for a few hours once 
a week, that the mother iſh might go up to ſpawn, 
After a converlation, in which ſeveral objections were ſtated 
againſt the bill, 

Sir Henry (avendiſb moved, That the chairman ſhould quit 
the chair, which was carried in the affirmative. 833 

3 * rs 78 
Noes, — _ — 26 


Majority, — — 
And the bill fell to the ground. | 
Mr. Hayes then moved for leave to bring in a bill to pro- 
te& and promote the inland hſheries of Ireland. Leave granted. 


Sir Edward Newenham obſerved, that the order of the day was 
for going into the bill for the qualification of county magiſtrates, 
and that as ſo many and important new laws had been lately paſſ- 
ed, it was neceſſary to have proper and reſpeQable magiſtrates 
to give ſuch laws their due effect. That the noble lord at the 
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head of the law, where juſtice and equity marked his deciſions, 
was a friend by principle, to the bill; for that it was his ardent 
with to have a fixed line to go by, whereby he might not grant an 
improper commiſſion; that the noble lord deſpiſed the idea of his 
being an enemy to the bill, becauſe it might reduc? the fees ot of- 
fice; his maxim was, the actual ſervice of the public; for pecu- 
niary objects were beneath his notice, when the general benefits 
of ſocicty were concerned. 

Mr. Chatterten in the chair, went through the whole of the bill, 
except the laſt clauſe, and reported progreſs ; defired leave to fit 
azain on Monday, 

Mr. Mzntgomery (of Cavan) and Mr. Montgomery (of Donegal) 
wiſhed to have particular places excepted, as they taid, in ſome 
parts of the country where they reſide, that for twenty miles there 
could not be found a gentleman of the property, and of the de- 
ſcription the bill required to qualify him 2 a magiſtrate.— The 
Houſe reſumed. 

Mr. Clatterton reported that the committee had made ſome 
progreſs, and are to take the ſame into conſidera: ion on Wednel- 
day next. 


— — — —— 
FRIDAY, MARCH 19, 1784. 


A meſſage from his Grace the Lord Lieutenant, by George Ber- 
nard, Eſq; gentleman uſher of the black rod : 


« Mr, Speaker, # 


It is his Grace the Lord Lieutenant's pleaſure, that this 
Houſe do attend him immediately in the Houſe of Peers,” 


Accordingly Mr. Speaker, with the Houſe, went up to the 
Houſe of Peers; and being returned, | 

Mr. Speaker reported that the Houſe had attended his Grace the 
Lord Lieutenant in the Houſe of Peers, when his Grace was pleaſ- 
ed to give the royal aſſent to the bills following: 


1. An act for the iſſuing treaſury bills to the amount therein 
mentioned, for the purpoſe of promoting manufactures, by pro- 
viding for the ſettlement of a number of induſtrious manufacturers 
at Proſperous, in the county of Kildare. 

: 2. An act for regulating the high court of admiralty in this 
ingdom. | 

. An act for relief of perſons who have omitted to qualify them- 
ſelves according to law. | 5 | 

4. An act to enable the commiſſioners of his Majeſty's revenue 
of exciſe, to empower the brewers of ſmall beer, at certain times, 
and under certain circumſtances, to charge an higher price for 
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. ſmall beer, than by law they are enabled to charge for the 
ſame. 

$5. An act to amend an act, intitled an act for preventing bri- 

bery and corruption in elections for members to — in parlia- 

ment. | 


6. An act for the relief of the ſeveral perſons intereſted in the 
ſhip Vriendſchap and her cargo, which were captured by two Bri- 
tiſh privateers, and brought as a prize into the port of Cork in the 
year 1779. = 

The Speaker informed the Houſe that he had received a letter 
from Mr. Flood, in which he mentioned that“ being much in- 
diſpoſed, he was unable to attend his duty in parliament, and 
threw himſelf upon the candour of the Houte for the indulgence 
of having the reform bil: deferred until he ſhould be able to at- 
tend.” Whereupon the order of the day for going into that bill 
was adjourned. 

Mr. Melyneuæ ſaid, that as that order was adjourned, he hoped 
the Houſe would agree to go into the queſtion concerning the 
Chancellor of the Exchequer, which had been appointed for Sa- 

urday, 
F 3 Lnttrell ſaid, that as the Houſe deferted one queſtion, 
becauſe a great man had got a great cold, he truſted that they 
would not precipitate another; as himſelf, who indeed was not fo 
great a man, had got a much greater cold than the great man in 
queſtion z and as, though he was attending his _ in the Houſe, 
he was not in a ſtate to give Mr. Molyneux's queſtion the oppoſi- 
tion it deſerved, * ; 


A petition of the freemen, and freeholders of the city of Kil- 
kenny, praying a reform in the preſent ſtate of the repreſentation 
of the people in the parliament of this kingdom, was preſented to 
the Houſe and read, 

Ordered, That the ſaid petition do lie on the table for the pe- 
ruſal of the members, 


The Houſe, according to order, reſolved itſelf into a commit- 
tee of the whole Houſe, to take into conſideration a bill for the 
amendment of the law in relation to the ſalvage of ſhips and goods 
ſtranded, or in danger of periſhing at ſea; and after ſome time 
ſpent therein, Mr, Speaker reſumed the chair, and Mr. Lowther 
reported from the committee, that they had made ſome progreſs 
in the matter to them referred, and that he was directed by the 
committee to deſire leave to fit again, : 


The Houſe reſolved itſelf into a committee on the Secretary of 
State's bill, for exempting from fees perſons acquitted of crimes 
by verdict, or diſcharged by proclamation. X 

Mr. Chatterten moved to inſert a proviſo to the following pur- 
port: Provided always that no perſon ſhall be exempted from the 
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payment of fees, though acquitted by verdict, or diſcharged by 
proclamation, unleſs the judge or juſtice before whom he is tried 
ſhall ſign a certificate, that he is a proper object for ſuch exemp- 
tion, which certificate ſuch judge or juſtice is hereby empowered 
to grant, 

The Secretary of State ſaid, that ſuch a clauſe would render the 
bill totally uſeleſs. That when a bill had formerly been intro- 
duced for the ſame purpoſe, the prejudices that then ſubſiſted pre- 
vented its being made fully effectual, by introducing clauſes ſi- 
milar to that now offered. But a gentleman whoſe name, ſo far 
as humanity and benevolence could go, was ſufficient to ſanctify 
any thing, (the great Mr. Howard) had introduced a bill in the 
neighbouring kingdom, which after ten years operation, had de- 
monſtrated that thoſe prejudices were ill founded. 

That bill, continued he, from which the preſent has been mo- 
delled, leaves no power in judges, in juſtices, or in juries, to 
order any man declared innocent by his country, or any man a- 
gainſt whom a proſecution cannot be found, to be dragged back to 
priſon like the worſt malefactor, and datained till he thall have 
paid fees, till he ſhall, perhaps, have advanced the uttermoſt far- 
thing for having been already moſt cruelly injured. Where is the 
principle of law, where is the principle of conſtitution, that can 
juſtify ſuch rank oppreſſion? But the proviſo is intended to give 
to judges a power to ſoften down the rigour of this practice; it 

ropoſes to transfer to judges the power which grand juries have 
ho enjoyed, and from which. I do not perccive that the wrętch- 
ed, though innocent, priſoner has reaped any very great advan- 
tage. What! will you give to judges the unconſtitutional power | 
of ſending to priſon men proved to be innocent, of whoſe cha- 
racter, perhaps, the judges being ſtrangers in his county, cannot 
inform themſelves ? Will you leave the liberty of your fellow ſub- 
Jes in the hands of judges or juſtices? No; when any man is 
fairly acquitted, by the verdict of twelve honeſt men upon their 
oath, or when no perſon in his county appears to prove any crime 
againſt him, let him be inſtantly ſet at large in the open court, — 
God knows he has ſuffered enough already, in being brought be- 
fore his country! To the innocent man reſtitution ſhould rather 
be made for ſuch an injury, than violence offered to wreſt his pro- 
perty away, under the ſpecious title of fees, N Obs 

'There is at preſent a law in force, which permits the judges to 
diſcharge perſons that have lain in priſon for fees beyond one aſ- 
ſizes ; but if a man has not violated any law, why ſhould he be 
deprived of his liberty at all? Why ſhould he be ſent to groan in 
anguiſh in a dreary priſon, ſhut up from every means of honeſt 
induſtry, deprived even of bread and water ? for from thoſe who 
are acquitted even that ſcanty portion is with-held which is dealt 
out to other priſoners, Why ſhould an innocent man be confined 
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to the company of the vileſt criminals, until too late the humanity 


ol the la interferes, and when he is no longer fit for ſociety, re- 


ſtores him to that liberty of which at firſt he ſhould not have been 
deprived ? 

I rely upon it, Sir, that no clerk of the crown has any right 
to . a man for fees; whether a jailor has or not may admit a 
doubt. But this law makes liberal compenſation to them, and if 
it cannot be oppoſed on any principle of humanity, juſtice, or the 
conſtitution, it ought not on behalf of any jailor or clerk of the 


Crown. 
Mr. Taler ſaid, he ſhould be ſorry to ſee the noble and humane 
intentions of his Right Honourable Friend, the author of the bill, 


fruſtrated by any little arts of intereſted men; he himſelf, from 
his ſituation, as prefident of the bench of juſtices at Kilmainham, 
had but too many opportunities of ſeeing the miſeries impoſed up- 
on wretched perſons, by the power of impriſoning for fees; af- 
ter every ſeſſion he was daily beſet with poor diſconſolate women, 
dragging their miſerable infants around him, while they implored 
his interference for an huſband, a brother, or a father acquitted by 
their country, but impriſoned for a fee, which they were unable 
to pay; often indeed had he interfered with the clerk of the crown 
of the county of Dublin, who being a perſon of humanity ſeldom 
refuſed his requeſt, but he knew it was not ſo in many other pla- 
ces z he applauded the Right Honourable Gentleman's humanity, 
and declared if he had entertained any doubt, his powerful argu. 
ments would have convinced him; but he had not, for the mo- 
ment the idea of putting men's liberties in the power of county 
Juſtices was brought forward, he conceived an inward horror at 
the thought z he knew them well, and * majority of them 
formed ſuch a crew as ought not to be entruſted with any thing—a 
clerk of the crown was a prince to them. 

The Attorney General ſaid, that by- the great charter, no man 
could be "impriſoned or fined, or diſſeized of his freehold, but by 
the judgment of his peers, or by the law of the land; now it was 
plain, — was no law to confine a man for fees, and if a jailor 
or clerk of the ctown would be juſtified in ſo doing, he mutt firſt 
bring his action and afterwards obtain a verdict, and judgment 
thereupon. He complained of the enormities practiſed by the 
clerks of the crown, and all that tribe of harpies that fatten upon 


juſtice; he had known in ſeveral cafes, indictments multiplied in 


ſoch a manner, that perſons perfectly innocent, had from 5ol. 
to 70/. fees charged to them, and he thought there was not a 


3 evil in ſociety, than that which the bill was intended 


and gave it his moſt hearty aſſent. 
jo Mr. Chatterien withdrew his proviſo, and the committee ad- 


- 
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SATURDAY, Manch 20, 1784. 


Mr. Hayes preſented to the Houſe, according to order, a bill 
for the protection and improvement of the inland iſheries of this 
kingdom; which was received and read a firſt time, and ordered 
to be read a ſecond time on Monday morning next. 


Mr. Fl:z4 moved, that all petitions in favour of, and the two 
againſt a parliamentary reform, be laid on the table. 

Mr. Arnne/lzy deſired the memorial from the county of Down, 

againſt it, might alfo be laid on the table. 

Mf. Hlocd objected to any attention being paid to memorials, 
which was not the form of addreſſing the Houſe; and contrary 
to its known order which was alone to receive petitions. 

Mr. Annefl-y ſaid, that the different counter-petitions on the 
table ought properly to be called memorials, as they prayed no- 
thing, but expreſſed the ſatisfaction of the people at their preſent 
ſituation. 

The Speaker determined the point of order in favour of Mr. 
Flood. | 

Mr. Fliad then moved, that the bill for a parliamentary reform 
be read a ſecond time; and it being read accordingly, he then 
moved, that the bill be committed. 

Mr. Jebn Monck Maſon began the debate, by apologizing to the 
Houſe for ſpeaking at a time when he was to oppretſed with a 
violent cold, that without their utmoſt indulgence he could not 
be heard at all. He ſaid, I ſhall leave it to- other gentlemen to 
point out to the Houſe the abſurdities of the plan that is now be- 
fore you, and ſhall confine myſelf merely to the principle of the 
bill, and the reaſons ſtated in ſupport of it by the Hon. Gentleman 
by whom it was introduced, Ts ſeveral petitions that lie on 
your table. 

The Hon. Gentleman has ſaid, that our preſent mode of repre- 
ſentation is a novelty, and that what he contends for is not an 
innovation, but merely a reſtoration of the antient conſtitution; 
and in the ſeveral petitions, it ſeems to be laid down as an un- 
controvertible maxim, that equality of repreſentation is a funda- 
mental principle of the Engliſh conſtitution; an aſſertion which, 
I acknowledge, theſe people may ſupport by the authority of ſeve- 
ral modern publications, the productions of ingenious and ſpecu- 
lative men, who in their vacant moments, when they have no- 
thing elſe to do, amuſe themſelves with delineating a fantaſtical 
form of government, which they are pleaſed to entitle the conſti- 
tution of England; and in deducing a ſeries of political aphoriſms, 
which they tell us are the principles of that conſtitution z but I 
am confident they cannot ſupport this affertion by any facts re- 
corded in the general or parliamentary hiſtory of that country. 
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If the conſtitution requires an equal repreſentation of the 
* ple, the gentlemen will tell us in what year of what reign that 

rliament afſembled, in which the' people were equally repre- 
ſented :—If equality of repreſentation be a principle of the conſti- 
tution, they will point to us the period at which this principle 
had effeQual operation ;—if they cannot do that, they will never 
perſuade any man ef common ſenſe, that that is the Engliſh con- 
ſtitution which never was known to exiſt; or that that is a prin- 
ciple of the conſtitution which never has operated for a Ble 
3 of time, from the beginning of the world to the preſent 

our. 

It was not till the zath of Henry VIII. that the county and 
city of Cheſtet were impowered to ſend members to ſerve in par- 
liament; it was not till 130 years after, in the 25th of Charles II. 
that this power was extended to the county and city of Durham. 
Could this poſſibly have . de if equality of repreſentation 
were a principle of the Engliſh conſtitution ? In both theſe caſes, 
ſpecific acts of parliament were conſidered as requiſite to inveſt 

m with this _ Could that have been thought neceſſary, if 
equality of repreſentation were a principle of the conſtitution ? 

But to put this matter in a ſtronger light, it has ever been the 
heads prerogative of the crown, to impoſe the burden or 
extend the privilege of returning members to ſerve in parliament, 
to any communities or bodies of men that the king thought proper. 
This part of the prerogative has been conſtantly exerciſed without 
diſpute or controul from the firſt inſtitution of parliament to the 
time of the revolution : Is it poſſible that this power ſhould even 
have exiſted for a ſingle moment, if equality of repreſentation 
were a principle of the conſtitution ? 

The reformers themſelves do not controvert either this power 
of the crown, or the validity cf the charters that have been for- 
merly granted in conſequence of that power ; but they alledge 
that many of the boroughs which were, at the time the charters 
were granted, in a flouriſhing condition, are now depopulated 
and gone to decay. With reſpect to thoſe boroughs where the right 
of ſuffrage is veſted in the inhabitants at large, I do not believe 
that the aſſertion is true; I believe that in the greater part of 
thoſe towns there are as many Proteſtant inhabitants now as there 
were in the reign of James I. and with reſpect to thoſe which 
theſe people call the rotten boroughs, where the right of ſuf- 
frage is veſted in a few perſons only, the depopulation of the 
places can have no effe& upon the repreſentatives. Belfaſt is as 
mach a rotten borough as Harriſtown ; the number of inhabitants 
is nothing to the purpoſe, for thoſe inhabitants could have no right 
to poll, and the members for ſuch boroughs are returned at thi 
day by the ſelf-· ſame numbers of voters that they were at the time 
that the charters were granted, I will therefore aſſert that this 


* 


Db 1 A 1 45 


retended reform is not a renovation of the ancient conſtitution, 
bn an idle and dangerous innovation. 
A ſcheme for — the repreſentation of the people was 
propoſed in the Britiſh parliament in the courſe of the laſt ſeſſion, 
and was introduced by a gentleman, who, at an early period of 


life is already fo diſtinguiſhed for his virtue and abilities, that he 


bids fair to be one of the moſt illuſtrious charaQters that country 
has ever produced, his father not excepted. * But notwithſtanding 
the powerful ſupport it derived from ſuch reſpectable authority, 
the meaſure was rejected by that wiſe and prudent nation, even 
in the paroxiſm of political reformation : They could not be in- 
ſenſible of the defects of their conſtitution, but they were ſenſible 
of the danger of tampering with it, and choſe rather to ſuffer 
thoſe defects to continue, than to hazard the conſequence of 


breaking in upon a ſyſtem ſancti ed by the wiſdom of ages, and 


under which they had flouriſhed for ſuch a length of time. 

Yet if the people of Great Britain, in the —.— deplorable 
ſituation of that country, fallen from the higheit pinacle of glory 
to a ſtate of humiliating diſtreſs, deprived of half her empire, 
weighed down with a debt of 240 millions, and harraſſed with 
taxes ſo various and complicated, that they ſeem to have exhauſt- 
ed the invention of her miniſters: If the people, 1 ſay, in this 
ſituation ſhould begin to ſuſpe& that the numberleſs calamities 
they have lately ſuffered were owing to ſome inherent defect in 
their original conſtitution, and wiſh to amend it, it would not be ſur- 

riſing z but that the people of Ireland ſhould quarrel with a con- 
{titution which has raiſed them to the utmoſt ſummit of their wiſhes, 
is the higheſt degree of folly and ingratitude ;/ a conſtitution un- 
der which they have ſo lately obtained a full reſtitution of their 
natural rights, an unlimited freedom of commerce extended to 
every part of the globe, and the moſt perfect degree of judicial and 
legiſlative independence that any nation upon carth has ever yet 
enjoyed; a conſtitution, in ſhort, which has put them in polleſ- 
kon of every bleſſing that can render a people flouriſhing and hap- 
py- except thoſe which no conſtitution can beſtow, and which 
are only to be acquired by induſtry, ſobriety, and obedience to 
the laws; theſe are the only blefiings we want to make us the 
happieſt nation upon earth; theſe are the virtues which every 
honeſt man, every true patriot, every man who has the real wel- 
fare of his country at heart, ſhould endeavour to inculcate on the 
minds of the people, inſtead of turning their brains with a poli- 
tical jargon which they do not underſtand, and viſionary ſyitems 
of government.—Theſe are the virtues that will render us in a 
ſhort time a nation of huſbandmen and manufacturers, artificers 
and merchants ; but at the rate we now go on we bid fair to be a 
nation of politicians only, and ſhall appear as ridiculous to all the 
rational part of mankind as the inhabitants of Swift's imaginary 
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iſland, who waſted the whole of their time in watching, with the 
utmoſt anxiety and ſolicitude, every change and motion of the 
heavenly bodies, whiltt their wives and children were ſtarving at 
home. The complaints of the people of Great Britain are extorted 
from them by the preſſure of calamity z but, thank Heaven! the 
complaints of the people of Ireland are excited merely by the Wan- 
tonneſs of proſperity. 

The wanton and innovating ſpirit of the times has given riſe to 
another new doctrine in this country, which was diligently pro- 
pagated at the laſt general election, and ſeems to have been in- 
tended to pave the way for this pretended reformation. The doc- 
trine I mean is this, that the repreſentatives are bound to pay im- 
plicit obedience to the commands of their conſtituents. A doc- 
trine repugnant to the firſt principle of the conſtitution, which is, 
that a member, when elected, becomes the repreſentative of the 
nation at large, not merely of that particular place that returned 
him to parliament ; a doctrine which tends to deſtroy the unity 
of the ſtate, and to degrade the dignity of this Houle ; for if this 
doctrine be eſtabliſhed, you are no longer the free independent 
repreſentatives of a great and powerful kingdom, . but the fettered 
deputies of a parcel of petty communities; united indeed under 
one common ſovereign, but as diſtin from each other as the can- 

tons of Switzerland, or the provinces of America. If this doc- 
trine is to prevail, if we are to be divided into theſe petty com- 
munities, it is juſt that each diſtrict ſhould have its particular re- 
preſentatives ; but if we adhere to the liberal and truly conſtitu- 
tional principle, that each member is the repreſentative of the 
nation at large, every part of the kingdom is equally repreſented 
and every county of the kingdom has not two only but three hun- 
dred repreſentatives. | 
As an inſtance of the happy effects that would attend this 
new doctrine, let me recall the recollection of the Houſe to the 
ridiculous ſcene that was exhibited on the floor in the beginning 
of the laſt ſeſſion ; when an honourable member, by order of his 
conſtituents, moved, that the bill of ſupply ſhould be granted for 
ſix months only. On the diviſion he went into the lobby, and 
was followed by every county member in the Houſe, a few only 
excepted, who walked acroſs the floor, many of whom apologiz- 
ing with their looks and geſtures, for the abſurd part they were 


acting, and deploring at once their own ſervile ſubjection, and 
the folly of their conſtituents. i 
Veet theſe, we are told, are the only independent members of 
the Houſe ; independent indeed they are; independent of rea- 
ſon independent of judgment independent of choice indepen- 


dent of every kind of public virtue; which can have no exiſtence 
without free agencv. 
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This place of reformation originated with the congreſs of Dun- 
gannon, Who, after they had reſolved to adopt it, directed their 
— to write circular letters to every meddling 1 every 

olitical mountebank, whoſe names they had read of in the Eng- 
tic newſpaper, whom they rendered the arbiters of the Iriſh con- 
ſtitution. Theſe letters have ſince been publiſhed, by authority; 
but why do we not find amongſt them any letter to Mr. Pitt, the 
advocate for reform in the Britiſh parliament ? Becauſe they well 
know that the ſentiments of Mr. Pitt were not congenial to their 
own ;z that he did not defire to go the lengths to which they were 
determined to proceed; his ſcheme of reform was confined to an 
addition of a certain number to the members for counties, and 
great communities; that the repreſentatives of the people ſhould 
preſume to disfranchiſe their own conſtituents. That they ſhould 
attempt to deprive, of their chartered rights, and moſt 1nvalua- 
ble privileges, the perſons to whole bounty they were indebted 
for their ſeats, and whoſe conhdence had enabled them to ſtrike 
that mortal blow, was a monſtrous idea that never entered into 
the mind of that virtuous man, and was only reſerved for that 
ſelf-created monſter, the congreſs of Dungannon. 

I ſhall now beg leave to make a few obſervations on the mo- 
tives and conſequences of this pretended reform. The avowed 
motive is a defire to diminiſh the ariſtocratic power in this king- 
dom; but I am thoroughly convinced, that this plan would 
counteraQ their own intentions, and increaſe the very intereſt 
they wiſh to deſtroy, The natural conſequence of this reform 
will be to throw the whole weight of power and influence in this 
country into the ſcale of property, and to bar for ever the doors 
of this Houle againſt riſing genius and expiring virtue. 

I ſhall not heſitate to aiſert, that Great Britain owes the glory 
from which the has lately fallen; and Ireland the glory to which 
ſhe has ariſen, and which I hope ſhe will ever maintain, to theſe 
very rotten boroughs that are now ſo reprobated. | 

.You cannot but remember the wretched ſituation of Great Bri- 
tain, in 1757, when ſhe had France alone to contend with; ſo 
tunk were the power, the reſources, and even the ſpirit of the 
nation, that inftead of making any vigorous effort againſt this 
ſingle enemy, ſhe thought it neceffary to bring over twelve thou- 
ſand German troops to fave her from invaſion. Such was the 
ſituation of Great Britain when Lord Chatham took the helm; 
and ſuch was the effect of the abilities and ſpirit of this one man, 
that in three years time the French were driven from the continent 
of America, and depri ved of the fineſt of their Weſt Indian iflands : 
Yet who was Mr. Pitt? a younger brother with 200l. a year and 
a cotnetcy of horſe, who had no more chance of repreſenting any 
great, community in England than I have at this inttant. Had he 
not been returned for a rotten borough he might have lived in ob- 
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ſcurity, and his virtues had been loft to himſelf and to his coun- 
try. What chance had Mr. Burke, who is an honour to this 
country; what chance had Mr. Fox, whoſe abilities are the ob- 
jects of general admiration, of repreſenting the cities of Eriſtol 
and Weſtminſter, if they had not hr diſplayed their abilities, by 
being returned for private boroughs ? 

But to come nearer home, I will venture to aſſert, that you 
owe the emancipation of Ireland to thoſe boroughs. I will ven- 
ture to aſſert, that you are principally indebted for the reſtitution 
INE rights to the ſpirit, the abilities, the perſeverance and 

integrity of the Hon. Gentleman near me; and J am ſup- 
ported, in this aſſertion, by the unanimous vote of this Houle, 
and the univerſal voice of the people at that time, though now [ 
find he has loſt ſome part of his popularity by the moſt virtuous 
action of his life; the preferring the real ſubſtantial intereſts of his 
country to an idle punctilio. What chance had this gentle- 
man, with all his abilities, of repreſenting any but a private bo- 
rough? Who were his principal aſſailants in this great revolu- 
tion? Members for rotten boroughs.—I know but of one county 
member who took a diſtinguiſhed part on that occaſion ; 1 mean 
the Right Hon. Gentleman who repreſents the county of Wex- 
ford, and who is juſtly entitled to the ſecond place in the grati- 
tude of the public. Had this meaſure taken place but three years 
ago, which theſe people contend for as way 247 to their freedom, 
it is probable that Ireland would not now be free; and that in- 
ſtead of waſting your time in this idle ſpeculation, you would 
now be deploring the ſhackles impoſed upon your trade, or the 
power aſſumed by the Britiſh parliament to make laws to bind this 
country. 

I ſhall conclude; with conjuring the gentlemen who hear me, 
that they will not be ſuch dupes as to believe, that by paſling 
this bill they will ſatisfy the people. He muſt be a young politi- 
cian indeed, and but little acquainted with the hiſtory of mankind, 
or the human heart, who thinks that a people can be ſatisfied with 
conceſhons, If it was poſſible that conceiſions could ſatisfy a 

ple, would there, at this day, be a murmur in Ireland? Be- 
Bes people have acted fairly on this occaſion, they have told 
you that the paling of this bill will not ſatisfy them. This pre- 
tended reform is only the firſt of an alphabet of innovations, which 
the congreſs of Dungannon have voted, as neceſſary for the free- 
dom cf the people, and have determined to purſue z that they 
have been adviſed in the firil inftance to lay their ſhoulders to this 
particular object. If you yield to them in this point, they will 
attack you on ſome other, and fo proceed from innovation to in- 
novation, till they have ſubverted your conſtitution both in 
church and ſtate ; this is therefore the time to refiſt their incroach- 


ments. 
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Sir Hercules Langriſbe. I am glad this great queſtion which has 
ſo much engaged the public mind, and been agitated with ſo much 
induſtry from one extremity of the kingdom to the other, has at 
length been brought before parliament ; and it is now our duty to 
give it a full, a free, and a patient diſcuſſion. If the evil that it 
ſuppoſes has exiſtence, and the remedy it offers be adequate and 
ſafe, it will have many powerful advocates here, On the other 
hand, if it ſtates defects that do not exiſt, and offers remedies 
that are neither ſafe nor applicable, it is better the Houſe of 
Commons ſhould decide againſt it at once, that the people may 
no longer be diſturbed or deceived by it. And now let me ſay, 
if I wanted any new proof of the ſuperior excellence of our happy 
conſtirution, that alteration was unneceſſary and amendment im- 

racticable, the plan of reform now read at your table would 
furniſh ample teſtimony : For when two gentlemen of ſuch diſtin- 
guiſhed abilities, aſſiſted by deliberative aſſemblies in their own 
country, and enlightened by the oracles that have been conſulted 
in another country—when gentlemen of ſuch talents, ſo aſſiſted, 
have at length produced ſuch a plan of reform, I am juſtified in 
thinking that the taſk is beyond the ſtrength of man. And con- 
vinced as Jam, that our preſent conſtitution, in its preſent con- 
dition, is competent to every degree of civil liberty, I muſt alſo 
be convinced that amendment 1s a dream, and alteration would 
not be wiſdom. ; | 

. Conſider now, Sir, the plan before you, conſider it imparti- 
ally, and tell me, is it founded in any one principle which it 
profeſſes ? Does it tend to remove any one evil that it imagines ? 
Does it meet any one of the ideas that have amuſed the people ? 
No, not one! Is it a plan for an equal repreſentation of the peo- 
ple? Nv; it leaves above three-fourths of the people as it found 
them, unrepreſented. Is it a plan for a more equal repreſenta- 
tion of the people in parliament ? No, it renders the repreſenta- 
tion much more unequal than it found it: for inſtance, a free- 
holder in one barony, by this bill, may vote for four, or ſix, or 
eight members of parliament; a freeholder in the next barony 
ſhall vote only for two members. Is this to render the repreſenta- 
tion of the people more equal ? Good God ! how the people are 
deceived ! how the y are abuſed ! | 

Is it a plan for the more equal repreſentation of property, 

the antient and original title to repreſentation ? No, Sir, the re- 
verſe ! If this bill as you ſee it were a law, a worthy and reſpec- 
table gentleman in the county to which I belong, who has gooo!, 
per annum, landed eſtate in one barony, would thereby be entitled 
to vote for two members, and the ſervant who ſtands behind my 
Chair, who is poſſeſſed of a 40s. freehold in a neighbouring ba- 
rony, ſhall vote for eight members of parliament. 1s it a plan to 
enlarge the baſis of legiſlation, by encreaſing the number of the 
Vor. III. ; E 


conſtituent body? No, Sir ! it diminiſhes, it contracts; it 
ſtrikes off thouſands and tens of thouſands of your electors; it 
disfranchiſes every freeman in the nation who does not hold by 
birth, ſervitude, marriage, or trade. It disfranchiſes every free- 
holder under 20/. per annum, who does not reſide. It demo- 
liſhes the whole tribe of p t-wallopers ;. men intitled to vote in 
right of reſidence (the freeſt title the conſtitution knows) are to 
be extinct, unleſs they can call in to their aid a multitude of free- 
holders in general too great to be found. For inſtance, if a bo- 
rough were to conſiſt of 5000 proteſtant inhabitants, intitled-and 
accuſtomed to vote, no matter, they ſhall be extinguiſhed unleſs 
they likewiſe have within their precincts 70 or 100 reſident 
voters, qualified according to this act, which no borough in Ire-- 
land has, and which few ever would have. But it effects a new 
creation to ſupply this general maſſacre; it confers a right to 
vote for thoſe boroughs to others. To whom ? To freeholders ; 
rſons who were intitled to vote for other members before. It 
is true, amongſt thoſe a claſs of freeholders is incorporated, (new 
indeed to the conſtitution) freeholders cn terms br years z but 
the freehold required is of ſo large amount, that their numbers will 
be ſmall. Now let me aſk, is it a plan to increaſe the number 
of your repreſentatives ? No, Sir, .to diminiſh it! In the firſt 
' Inſtance, it decays and depopulates every borough, and almoſt 
every City in the kingdom. For I do believe not one of them 
contains within its precincts 100 voters qualified and regiſtered 
according to this bill. I have heard of a clauſe of redemption for 
them. I only know what I ſee, and I ſee no ſuch thing in this 
bill; and if fuch clauſe or ſchedule were inſerted, it would, on 
the principles of the bill, impoſe conditions that muſt for ever 
exclude ſeveral of them from reſtoration. | 
And here I lament the deſtiny, though I admire the virtue f th 
the town of Newry, who petitioned for this reform. With their | | 
12,000 inhabitants, all intitled, if they were proteſtants, to vote 
for members, yet they are all disfranchiſed unleſs they alſo con- 
tain within their precincts, 100 of another fort of voters, qualified 
according to this bill. (He applied the principle and effects to N 
Drogheda, Waterford, Kilkenny, Limerick, Cork, &c. and con- 7 
cluded with the borough of Dungannon.) And here let me la- 
ment the fate of poor Dungannon, at once the pride and the re- 
| proach of her ſons . Dungannon ſo late the centre of government, 
the head of legiſlation, the ſeat of empire ! unleſs you have with- 
in your precincts (which Iam ſure you have not) 100, voters qua- 
fied according to this bill, you are decayed, depopulated, and tler 
extinct.· Will you not ſpare this town on account of the righte- 
ous people that were found therein! I know not whether you 
have a redemption in ſtore, but I know your redemption is not to * 
be found in the bill on your table. What then can the friends of reſi 
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this bill, (if any ſuch there be) what can they ſay of it? They 
cannot ſay it is a bill for an equal repreſentation of the people, — 
A bill for a more equal repreſentation of the people, a bill for the 
more equal repreſentation of property, a bill to widen the baſis 


of legiſlation, to encreaſe the number of electors, to encreaſe the 


number of repreſentatives : No ſuch thing! quite the reverſe! In 
the name of heaven what is ics tendency ? Is it a reform on any one 
ſettled principle? Does it, or would it correct any one abuſe ? 
No, Sir! It is nothing but alteration ; a transfer of election influ- 
ence from one ſet of men to another, which would produce two 
or three years contelt and confuſion, and then, by corruption or 
compromiſe, the dominion would ſettle with the moſt powerful of 
the neighbourhood. The power would change hands, but the 
exerciſe of it would be the fame.—And is it for this mighty bene 
fit that the antient habits of the conſtitution are to be changed ? 
For this your country is to be viſited by a jubilee of licentiouſ- 
neſs, a ſaturnalia of anarchy for a few years before it repoſes a- 
gain in the abuſes you now complain of. Yet this is the great ar- 
canum, the ſacred myitery ſent abroad, like the miracles of Ma- 
homet afliſted by the ſword, from the north to the ſouth, from the 
eaſt to the weſt, to ſubdue the obdurate, and multiply ſubſcrib- 
ers to the true faith. I do not mean the leaſt diſreſpect to an 

man in what I ſay of this plan of ceform.—I ſpeak of it as I think 
of it. I think it all confuſion and danger, and nothing elſe.— 
And it ſhews me into what inconſiſtencies even wife men will fall 
when they attempt a reform, where reformation is unneceſſary. 
What inſupportable difliculties they encounter in an attempr to 
new model a conſtitution which has ſtood for centuries the admi- 
ration and envy of the world, and diſtinguiſhed from all others by 


having preſerved civil liberty on the earth at this day. Under 


thoſe opinions, and with this veneration for the conſtitution, I 
will not ſo far admit its defects as to go into a committee to amend 
it. I will not carry into a committee this chaos of rude materi- 
als, out of which to create a new conſtitution, when I have one 
already formed ſo competent to human happineſs. I will not ga 
E through a plan of alteration, where al- 
teration is not neceſſary. I will not keep the public mind longer 
in a ſtate of ſuſpence between free government and fruitleſs ſpe- 
culation, but endeavour to reſcue public tranquility from the 
deſigns or deluſions of the viſionary, the raſh, and the reſtleſs, 
Much has been ſaid, and much has been inferred concerning 
the petitions which are diſplayed on your table; but when gen- 
tlemen talk of thoſe petitions, they forget that there are between 
two and three millions of inhabitants in this country.—There are 
ſeveral petitions on your table for a reform, ſome againſt it. I 
have no doubt, but the majority of your petitions is in favour of 
reform, becauſe innovation is ever the molt active. But it mat» 
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ters not on which fide the majority lies; take them all together, 
they are but as a drop of water to the ocean of your population; 
they are as a unit in compariſon to the numbers of your people.— 
And if thoſe perſons, however reſpectable, petition for any great 
innovation, vou have no right ts conclude the multitude on the 
ſuggeſtion cf the few; and even if it were poſſible to ſuppoſe 
(which it is not) that a majority cf the people petitioned for an al- 
teration of the conſtitution intruſted to you, you have not a right 
to comply; you have not, in that caſe, a right to indulge their 
deſires, or inflict on them the accompliſhment of their wiſhes. II 
you comply in what you think a public injury, you are anaccom- 

lice in the injury, and betray the intereſts of the people on the 
bribe of their own favours. 

It is to be lamented by every man who feels for the honour 
and the happineſs of this country, that after the reputation we 
have acquired and the benefits we have obtained—acquiſitions, 

limited only by the bounds of our own demands, and adequate 
to every degree of human happineſs ; we ihould afford our ene- 
mies a pretext for charging us with a light, an inconſtant, and reſt- 
leſs character; as if the accompliſhment of our wiſhes was but | 
the beginning of our diſcontents, and unlimited demand the off- 
ſpring of unlimited conceſſion ; that we were falling under the 

eſcription Monteſquieu gives of a people unworthy of liberty; Z 
A people grown impatient of the power they have delegated, i 
deſirous to do every thing themſelves, debate for the ſenate, exe- 
cute for the magiſtrate, and decide for the judges.” — That having | 
obtained the beſt conſtitution in the world, we had not the pa- 
tience to try it for one ſeſſion of parliament ; but in contempt of 
the high legiſlative aſſemblies, reſolved ourſelves into five hun- 
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dred little parliaments in every corner of the kingdom, where we m 
voted that conſtitution, an intolerable grievance, and called aloud RW c. 
for a new one. : =—_ 1 
Were I at liberty to remonſtrate with my countrymen, whom ec 
T love, I would aſk them Do you enjoy freedom ? They muſt de 
anſwer in the afirmative—Have you commerce? Unbounded as 
the ocean that ſurrounds you—Are you in poſſeſſion of all the ch 
bleſſings that can flow from the beſt and freeſt government? You de 
are.—lIs it then wiſdom, is it common ſenſe, when you are ſure gi 
of thoſe, to throw them back into the ocean of uncertainty, to ſu 
commit them to the wilderneſs of ſpeculation, or hazard of ex on 
riment? Is it wiſdom to interrupt your enjoyment of every thing re 
that is valuable, by dreams of ſomething more free than freedom, ha 
more deſirable than happineſs ? The loweſt man in the communi- fal 
ty has wiſdom enough to feel the force of this maxim: When de 
ou are well keep yourſelf ſo. But there is not a philoſopher ha 


in the nation wiſe to ſay, what would be the conſequence of a 
change: Neither Solon, nor Lycurgus, nor Plato, nor Locke, 
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nor Sydney, if they wete alive, would hazard a con ecture as to 
the effects on the conſtitution, if you were to adopt any one cf 
thoſe plans which have been offered to you, they might make a 
democracy, they might make an ariſtocracy, they might enereaſe 
the power of the crown, they might make any thing but the con- 
ſtitution of England; yet, every man in the community, the gen- 
tleman and the artificer ; the learned and the unlearned ; the man 
that can read, and the man who cannot, are all alike ready to un- 
dertake the taſk of conſtitution- making; or, if any of them ſhould 
happen not to have leifure from the ſhuttle or the plow, they have 
only to ſay, We entirely agree in the plan of reform digeſted 
and agreed on by the grand national convention.“ And there is a 
conſtitution ready made to their hands. I do not ſay our conſtitu- 
tion, the work only of human wiſdom, is without defect; but there 
is an inherent ſtrength in it, that has in all convulſions produced 
remedies for its evils and controuls for its exceſſes; and through 
many revolutions has maintained liberty to this day. Now you 
have got it do not throw it away; condeſcend to enjoy it and 
be happy; your country wants improvement; your conſtitution 
does not z cultivate the one, and you will be ſure to enjoy the 
other. But if you grow diſcontented with your form of govern- 
ment, and are diſtracted about new ſchemes and new iyſtems, you 
will be dupes of deſigning men in your own country, and ſtran- 
gers will not come near you.—Amidfſt your controverſies and 
your arms, the ſtranger would not know where to find the laws 
that are to be his protection; and you may kind, perhaps too late, 
that you have been cheated of your happineſs; you will be 
thought an unreaſonable, and you will feel yourtelves an unfor- 
tunate people; a people whom commerce could not enrich, and 
whom freedom could not ſatisfy. 

Sir Boyle Roche. I beg the patience of the Houſe for a few 
minutes, while I deliver my ſentiments on the queſtion, which 
coming through the medium of fuch a reſpectable part of the 
Houſe, brought in as it is by a Right Hon. Member, and ſupport- 
ed by an Hon. Member whoſe cloquence and private virtues en- 
dear him to every man. 

If I underſtand this bill, the deſign of it is to transfer the fran- 
chiſe of election from the few to the many, or in other words, to 
deprive the preſent poſſeſſors of the patronage of boroughs, and to 

ive it to another ſet of men. Now, for arzument take, let us 
ſuppoſe the prayer of this petition accompliſhed, is it a fair queſti- 
on to aſk, will the end be accompliſhed likewiſe? Wich humble 
reſpect I think it will not, for if the boroughs be taken from the 
hands of the preſent polſeſſors, into whole hands will they next 
fall? Probably into the hands of John Binns, or fellows. of that 
deſcription; and is the conſtitution of this country ſafer in ſuch 
hands, than in thoſe of the firſt claſs of men among us? 
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The laws indeed have ſet no bounds to the power of parlia- 
ments, yet prudence, Sir, ought to make us ſet up a land mark 
to ourſelves, and I hope we hall not get into the deep ground 
_ of _—_— private property; leſt while we are endeavour- 

* gratify one ſet of men, we ſhould act as tyrants unto a- 
nother. 

Sir, when the great Lord Chatham, who raiſed the empire of 
Britain to glory, was in the meridian of his power, his deſign to 
improve the conſtitution went no farther than to add a few re- 
preſentatives to the counties, land that inimitable anonymous au- 
thor, Junius, ſpeaking on this ſubject, has publicly declared, that 
. has not authority to disfranchite a ſingle borough, at 

eaſt that it would be a dangerous experiment to try; for theſe 
reaſons, and becauſe I think this bill would be a proſcriptive at 
againſt the Roman Catholics, who would be all turned out of 
their farms, to make room for forty ſhilling freeho!ders, 1 oppoſe 
it.— The Roman Catholics, Sir, are a brave and loyal people; 
their loyalty has been proved in the fire of adverſity, and I have 
the honour to declare again and again, that they require only that 
portion of liberty, which the legiſſature ſhall deem conſiſtent with 
the happineſs of their fellow-ſubjes. But if the conſtitution is 
to be broke up, and a new one to-be formed, they have as much 
right to an equality of repreſentation as any other ſet of men. I 
will therefore make an amendment, That proteſtants be ex- 

punged from this bill, and the words, perſons of any religious 
denomination inſerted in their ſtead,” 

The Speaker informed Sir Boyle, that he could not make his 
amendment till the queſtion before the Houle, ** whether the 
bill ſhould be committed, was decided; but if the bill was ſent 
to a committee, he might there propoſe his amendment. 

Sir Bzyle Reche.— ] hope then I ſhall never have that deſired 
opportunity, for, with humble deference, I conceive that the bill 
is defective in every part, and might I with ſafery ſay it, I think 
the Right Honourabie and Honourable Gentlemen that bring it in, 
never intend that it ſhould be adopted; and that I ſhall not have 
a chance of making my amendment. But, Sir, if boroughs 
had been aboliſhed,” we never ſhould have heard of the great Lord 
Chatham. We are indebted to a borough even for the Hon, Gen- 
tleman who ſupports it, and what is of more conſequence, we are 
indebted to a borough for that great man (pointing to Mr. Grattan) 
who is the deliverer and emancipator of this country. For all 
theſe reaſons, I think the preſent bill ought to periſh here, and 
go no further, | Went 

Mr. Hewitt ſaid he would make no apology to the Houſe 
for delivering his ſentiments z he ſhould endeavour to be as con- 
ciſe as poſſible. This bill, he thought, a moſt dangerous inno- 
vation. He was ſure no man who heard him but had the inte- 
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reſt and welfare of this-country at heart, and yet he would ven- 
ture to afſert, no man heard him that held the right of the people 
more ſacred than himſelf. His view was, to promote the inte- 
reſt of the people, and this conſideration was deciſive with him, 
to give his opinion againſt the bill before them, which was not 
confined in its effects to the preſent generation, but would ex- 
tend to poſterity z we 41 are not the only perſons inte- 
reſted, but after ages are alſo concerned. He would oppoſe the 
bill upon its general principle, for it was one of the greateſt 
enemies to the conſtitution that could be deviſed. He would 
therefore reſiſt every part of it, He aſked if a triennial parlia- 
ment would be a benefit or not? It would not. The firſt year 
would be ſpent in litigation on elections; the ſecond year in bu- 
ſineſs; and the third year, before they would have time to diſ- 
charge their duty to the public, they would be diffolved, The 
— had been oppoſed in England, and would here be at- 
tended with much inconvenience. As to a more equal repreſen= 
tation of the people in parliament, it was certain, he admitced, 
that every man ought to be repreſented ; did it thence follow, 
that every member was not a repreſentative for every part of the 
kingdom, as well as for the particular place that returned him? 
They were, he ſaid, though elected by this or that body, re- 
preſentatives of the whole kingdom. The great influence of bo- 
roughs had been complained cf, and that the intereſt of the peo- 


ple was at ſtake, The names of ſome very reſpectable perſons 


were made uſe of, in order to give the bill ſome credit; but 
was it not extraordinary thoſe names ſhould be introduced, in 
order to give a ſanction to this meaſure, when it was very well 
known it was rejected in England? He called on gentlemen to 
examine the bill, on the principle of the influence in boroughs ; 
where the influence of the crown and the influence of property 
were joined, there would be danger to the conſtitution, but was 
any to be apprehended from an intereſt in boroughs, the mem- 
bers for which, in former times, voted againſt the crown for the 
revolution, and in the preſent, oppoſed Poynings' law, when the 
ſame influence was ſuppoſed to be in its favour ? This bill 
had been attempted in different modes, he therefore wiſhed to 
know to which of theſe ſtate phyſicians it would be proper to 
apply. One ſaid, he himſelf was the only true phyſician, and 
alone had the ſecret of curing this diforder—another defired them 
to come to him, as having the panacea for all diſtempers. All 
theſe learned doQors differed, and he differed from the whole, 
as he thought this bill would injure the conſtitution. 

Mr. Kearney ſaid, that he entertained as great a reſpect for 
the noble families of this country as the Hon. Baronet, (Sir Boyle 
Roche) but had no idea that they were to traffic with the repreſen- 
tation of the people. He concluded with hoping, that che ſon 
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of the Earl of Chatham would be a reſtorer of the conſtitution 
in both countries, and that it ſhould never be ſaid by -poſterity, 
that a juſt repreſentation of the people was oppoſed by the ſon 
of the Marquis of Granby. 

Hon. Denis Browne ſaid, the bill ſhould have his ſupport ; he 
was inſtructed to vote for it by the county he had the honour 
to repreſent. | 

Mr. More —l riſe to give a decided opinion upon this bill, 
as I think every gentleman that regards the conſtitution ought to 
do. I am an enemy to it, as being an enemy to innovation, 
when the end propoſed is doubtful. Gentlemen ſay this is not 
an innovation on the conſtitution; but I will call it by that name, 
till they can ſhew me a period of time at which the conſtitution 
was more perfect than it is at preſent, This bill is called a 
reform and improvement of our repreſentation z it becomes us to 
enquire whether, if adopted, it would really make our con- 
ſtitution better; upon my honour I think it would not; and 
therefore I vote againſt it. | | 

Mr. Hutchinſon. —That there were defects in the repreſentation 
of the people in parliament, no man, he faid, would be hardy 
enough at that day to deny; and the Houſe had given its unani- 
mous aſſent to that obvious truth by receiving the bill. He was 
as little intereſted to perpetuate thoſe defects, as the moſt cla- 
morous within doors or without; but he was intereſted in 
preſerving the principles of the conſtitution. He would join 
with the Hon. Gentleman in reforming abuſes; but he would 
reſiſt innovation. He {aid he had read the bill on the table with 
attention, and having weighed the Hon, Mover's ſyſtem with 
their preſent fituation, he had no doubt in preferring the latter. 
The evils which would attend the change, he had no doubt in 
pronouncing much an overbalance for thoſe which it profeſſed 
to Cure. It was not a bill of reformation, but a bill of expe- 
riment; and as the ſyitem it propoſed to introduce had his heart y 
diſapprobation, he would not conſent to its going to a com- 
mittee, The acknowledged principles of our repreſentation were 

operty and freedom : But the principles of the bill, as to all 
* except thoſe of a certain amount, and to all freemen, 
were property and freedom, but with the condition of reſidence 
annexed. The principles of the bill were therefore in thoſe in- 
ſtances againſt the principles of the conſtitution, by reſtraining 
that privilege which the law had left free. Reſidence, he ſaid, 
was the Hon. Gentleman's acea for all diſeaſes; and the 
mighty reform propoſed by his bill was a potwalloping repre- 
ſentation, This bill did violence to the conſtitution in another 
material article—the original baſis of the conſtitution was the 


repreſentation of frecholders; from this ſource many important 
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maxims of the law wete delivered. By admitting termers for 
years as our conſtituents, we ſubverted the corner ſtone of all 
our preſent eſtabliſhments, and left the maxim of the law naked 
and without ſupport; and then indeed the body of the law 
would remain; but the reaſon of the law, which is the ſoul of 
the law, would be extin&t, It was not reaſonable, he faid, to 
expect from the Hon. Gentleman that attention to chartered 
rights, which he was not pleaſed to ſhew tg conſtitutional princt- 
ples. The franchiſes of boroughs were accordingly extended to 
perſons and qualifications, in dire& oppoſition to the words of 
charters, and the intention of their grants; and, leſt the object 
of the bill ſtould be miſtaken, they were given to perſons and 
deſcriptions in a blank ſchedule. , So that no matter. where or 
in whom the right was placed, provided the main end of our 
reformers was anſwered, by wretting it out cf the hands of the 
preſent proprietors. The borough, he ſaid, was ſuppoſed to be 
rotten, becauſe oo or 70 voters were not reſident. The lent» 
ent remedy of the bill, without trying whether a cure might 
not be effected, was the amputation of the limb, or more pro- 
perly the deſtruction cf the whole body.—He called the attenti- 
on of the Houſe to that part of the bill which related -to this 
ſubject. It branded with the epithets of decayed, mean and de- 
populated boroughs, which on a certain day did not contain 
a certain number of electors; and to make ſhort work, it dif- 
franchiſed them all with one ſtroke of the pen; and having thus 
deprived them at once of thoſe rights which they had enjoyed 
for ages, it referred them for their new conſtitutions, in the 
words of the bill,“ to the annexed ſchedule” —which poſſibly 
might have exiſtence in the creative imagination of the Hon. 
Gentleman, but certainly had none as yet in the bill on the table. 
This, he ſaid, was the remedy of the phyſician, who profeſſed 
to cure or to kill; it was the reformation of faſbing Bently with 
his deſperate boat. - 

The Hon. Gentleman had net attended to what ſtruck him 
in many inſtances, at leaſt, as the obvious mode of redreſs. In 
many of thoſe places, which had fallen ſo much under the diſ- 
pleafure of our reformers, birth, marriage, ſervitude, or reſidence 
conferred rights, which had been ſhamefully violated. What 
was the natural remedy in ſuch a cafe ? Reſtoring thoſe rights, 
and by thoſe inducements bringing back the inhabitants or cheir 
repreſentatives. But this bill did no ſuch thing, it ſanctiſied ra- 
ther this violation of right and ſhut the gates of the town for 
ever againſt the exile trader and manufacturer; and to whom did 
it give the ſpoils of thoſe injured men? To men of property in 
the neighbourhood, as far as he could conjecture from what had 
been ſaid. He aſked, was this the encouragement offered to trade, 
ad was it by ſuch proviſions as that they ſought to extend their 
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infant manufactures. To theſe conſiderations little attention in- 
deed vas paid bY the bill; I ſee, continues he, in what a ſitu- 
ation it places the moſt reſpectable man in a riſing country, the 
trader, who has paſſed his life in promoting the induſtry and 
increaſing the wealth of the place of his reſidence, if advancing 
years or declining health ſhould force him to take refuge in his 
country ſeat, the bill deprived him of his franchiſe ; and that the 
upſtart leaſeholder in * place, whoſe exiſtence as an eleQor the 
law diſclaimed, whoſe independence is below competency, and 
who is probably driven to market as part of the ſtock of an am- 
bitious fandlord. Reſidence, he affirmed, had never been requir- 
ed in an eleQor, though it had been in ſome inftances in the 
elected as a title for freeholders or freemen to vote, it was 
unknown to the law, it made an abſolute franchiſe conditional, 
and impoſed an unconſtitutional reſtraint of freehold and freedom. 
And it tended, he ſaid, to deſtroy the efficacy of that principle 
of the conſtitution which could never be enough inculcated, 
namely, that every repreſentative, once elected, became the re- 

reſentative of the whole kingdom. But by this new graft of re- 
|" ay this generous and enlarged idea would dwindle into unreal 
intereſts and partial conſiderations ; the repreſentative, generally 
taken from the body of theſe reſident electors, would learn from 
them to confine his ideas to that ſmall circle, by which his views 
were confined and his connections circumſcribed. What then 
were the advantages offered by the bill, to induce them to yield 
to theſe encroachments ? It did not aboliſh occaſional voters ; 
let them only regiſter and reſide, and they might freely deluge 
the city and county. It did not emancipate a ſingle county, 
or a ſingle city, in the kingdom, and the renovating medicine 
it adminiſtered to each decayed borough was only a change of 
hands.—Permutant dominzs, et cedant in altera jura—But, ſays he, 
] will reſiſt the bill, becauſe it invades the immemorable rights 
of freeholders ; becauſe it reſtrains the undoubted privileges of 
freedom; becauſe it tramples the charters of the realm under 
foot z becauſe it ſubverts the oldeſt and moſt eſtabliſhed princi- 
ples of repreſentation, and ſubſtitutes ſpecious novelties in their 
ſtead, - I will fay to this bill, what Addiſon makes Cato ſay to 
the popular leader who overturned the liberties of Rome. Theſe 
are thy trophies, thy exploits, O Cæſar.“ He was aware, he 
ſaid, that enthuſiaſm ever objected infidelity to its opponents, 
and condemned with acrimony every man who would not im- 
plicitly adopt its creed and embrace its tenets, But gentlemen 
thould judge with candor of thoſe who heſitate a little when 
a new conſtitution is offered at once to their conſideration ; 
for his own part, he ſaid, he would ſwear to the words of no 
maſter, though the words were drawn for him to kiſs, and though 
the ghoſt of the convention was to cry out, “ ſwear, ſwear.” 
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Before he ſat down, - he begged to ſay a word relative to a 
etition from the city of Cork, which had been preſented to the 
Houſe by a Right Hon. Member, who was at that time engaged 
at another place. It was a petition in favour of the meature 
then under conſideration. The Right Hon. Member had preſent- 
ed it in diſcharge of His duty as one of the repreſentatives of the 
city of Cork, and it was certainly ſigned by the names of ſe- 
veral very reſpectable gentlemen. But the Right Hon. Gentle- 
man thought he owed it to the Houſe to inform them, that 
1300 — voted at the laſt election for that city, and that 
there were not 100 names to the petition. He could not there- 
fore conſider this as ſpeaking the ſentiments of the city of Cork, 
and he had reaſon to know that the opinion of many of his con- 
ſtituents, and thoſe not the leaſt reſpectable, was adverſe to 
the meaſure. He had diſcharged his duty by preſenting the pe- 
tition, and he conceived it no leſs his duty not to with-hold 
thoſe facts from the Houſe. POS 
Sir Edward Newenham aid, he would not have ſpoken a word 
in that ſtage of the bill (reſerving himſelf to ſupport the ſeveral 
parts of it in the committee) but as a gentleman, who had juſt 
ſpoken, had called upon any gentleman to riſe in his place, and 
fay, that the conſtitution was not now the ſame that it had always 
been, he would anſwer that member, and maintain, that though 
the form remained, the eſſence was deſtroyed z that the original 
conſtitution was totally changed. In former days, when virtue 
=” the actions of mankind, members were paid by their con- 
ituents a fixed allowance for their attendance on their duty in 
parliament; the patronage of boroughs was not veſted in any 
lingle perſon ; but how is it in theſe days? Members are paid 
the wages of corruption for ſelling their conſtituents, and 3 
are publicly bought and ſold: That infamous traffic ſtands recor 
on your journals; and that ſingle fact is an uncontrovertible ar- 
gument in favour of reform; and no man will be ſo hardy as to 
deny, that ſixty other boroughs are not equally as corrupt as En- 
niſcorthy. Can any man, — pretend to ſay, that the original 
principles of the conſtitution are not altered? Our moſt gracious 
ſovereign has marked our future ſucceſs; he has told a faction, 
in another houſe of parliament, that he ſupports his preſent mi- 
niſtry, becauſe they have the voice of the people; and we 
have a miniſter who is favourable to a reform. The voice of the 
nation calls aloud for a reform, and will this Houſe refuſe it ? 
You may delay it for a time, but the wiſhes of the people muſt 
be acceded to; they will become too powerful for borough- 
mongers; and he ſhould not be ſurpriſed, if, on refuſal of the 
rw ma petitions, they would no longer conſider the majority of this 
ouſe as their conſtitutional repreſentatives ; The ſpirit of the 
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nation was too high, and their feelings were too great, to ſubmit 
to cofrupted influence. | 

While à Pitt is minitter, and a Manners viceroy, let us eman- 
cipate our country from domeſtic. miſreprefentation, as the late 
1 did from foreign uſurpation. He added, he was con- 

dent the whole kingdom would ſhew a proper reſentment for the 
infult intended to be offered to them not even to give their peti- 
tions the ceremony of a debate, was too inſulting. 

Mr. Molynenx roſe to give his vote for this bill. He could 
not perſuade gentlemen to alter their opinion. He could not ex- 
pet juſtice would be predominant in the deciſion of that night, as 
it was” by no means to be ſuppoſed gentlemen would be patri- 
otic enough to vote againft their-own intereſts. Was it the 
ſpirit of the people, or che ſpirit of the Houſe, that procured 

is country its freedom? Tt could not be ſuppoſed, he ſaid, that 
many would facrifice their perſonal property; and this was the 
principal cauſe of objeQtion to reform. | 
* Montgomery (of Cavan) declared himſelf in favour of the 

ITE EE err e lehnt 0 | 
Sir Henry Hartflonge ſaid, he ſhould vote for the bill, as he ap- 
proved of the principles of it. | 

Mr. ole. We are by ſome gentlemen threatened: with the 
reſentment of the people, who, they ſay, will be driven to de- 
ſpair if we reject this bill. Intereſted motives have alſo been 
affigned to thoſe who ſhall oppoſe it. Where did the learned 
gentleman” (Mr. Molyneux) receive his information? What mo- 
nitor within his own breaft informed him of the power of intereſted 
motives ? But I would have that learned gentleman know, that 
there is not a power in man to make me give a vote againſt the 
conviction of my conſcience; and that I mean to vote againſt this 
bill from no intereſted motive, but becauſe I am convinced it 
would prove the deſtruction of the country. 

The queſtion is, Whether this bill ſhall be committed? And 
_—_ ion is decided by the anſwer to another queſtion, whe- 
ther the principle of the bill is ſuch as we ought to deliberate 
upon? The principle of the bill is diredly in the teeth of the 
conſtitution, and the mover confeſſes, that nothing but the necei- 
ſity of the meaſure could make him bring it in. Now let us en- 
quire, is that abſolute neceſſity true? 1 ſay, it is not. I do not 
alſert that the conſtitution is perfect, becauſe I know that there 
never Was, there is not, nor will there ever be a petſect conſtitu- 
tion: But I fay, that under our conſtitution the people enjoy 
their liberty and property in much greater perfection than ever 
any other people did, under any # a conſtitution, antient or 
modern. I know that in ſeveral antient ſtates the individuals en- 
Joyed- a much greater ſhare of the government, but 1 know that 
confuſion and miſery were the conſequences. 
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He contended, that patliament, in its preſent ſtate, partook 
more of democracy than ever it had done, by the number of voters 
multiplying. As the relative value of money diminiſhed in the 
reign of Henry VI, no man was qualified to vote who was not a 
freeholder of 40s. a year; 40s. then was — to 22l. now, con- 
ſequently eleven perſons might now vote from the ſame landed 
property which then entitled one to vote. He aſked gentlemen, 
would they wiſh to carry this principle any further? or whether 
they defired to throw the whole election to the miſerable occu- 
piers of the land and 4os. freeholders ? And if ſo, whether they 
might be ſuppoſed to return a more independent Houſe of Com- 
mons than the preſent ? Or whether men of little property ue 
not be ſuppoſed more under the influence of landlords the 
more affluent claſs of the people ? 

But does it follow, becauſe the learned and honourable Gen- 
tlemen have aſſerted it, or becauſe ſome freeholders have ſigned 


petitions, that this bill is the general deſire of the people? Very 


far from it: not one perſon in an hundred of thoſe who have 
ſigned the petitions have ever read a line of the bill; and in the 
ſmall circle of my acquaintance, I know that the deſire of the 
wiſe, the good, the virtuous, are all againſt it. But ſuppoſe for 
a moment that all the people deſired it, it would then be our 
buſineſs to deliberate, whether it would be for their welfare and 
advantage; for we are not to give the people whatever they de- 
fire if we deem it injurious to them, but we are even to oppoſe 
their wiſhes, when we are convinced ſuch oppoſition will pro- 
mote their happineſs. | 

Colonel Hayes oppoſed the bill, as violating chartered rights, 
which ought ever to be held ſacred, He had oppoſed it in ano» 
ther place, though few would receive more benefit if it was to 
paſs into law, for it would, from the ſituation of his property, 
transfer to him the patronage of a borough with which at preſent 
he had no connexion. He therefore hoped the illuſtrious aſſembly 
before which he ſtood, and that where he had formerly oppoſed 
the bill, would believe he ated on the pureſt principles—a full 
conviction that the country was happier with its preſent conſti- 
tution, 

Mr. Day aſſerted, that whatever defects appeared in the conſti- 
tution, it was ſufficient for every deſirable purpoſe of civil liberty. 
He ſaid, that the influence of the people was already ſuch, that 
their voice, when ſincerely expreſſed, muſt ever be obeyed. He 
inſtanced the octennial bill extorted by the people from parliament, 
whereby it ſigned its on death warrant in obedience to them; 
and particularly relied on the animated and virtuous exerzions of 
the laſt parliament, headed by Mr. Grattan, and backed by the 
people in recovering their long-loſt conſtitution and trade, He 
contended, that the application was ungrateful and unſeaſonable, 


62 PARLIAMENTARY 


to reform that parliament, which had ſo recently evinced its pub- 
lie ſpirit. He was ſorry to hear that Mr. Grattan, who had prov- 
ed its virtue, was a friend to the meaſure; for that he was pecu- 
liarly bound to defend that parliament which had ſupported him. 
He faid, that every dreamer on the ſubject admitted the necellity 
of compenſation, which would prove an inſupportable burthen to 

urchaſe precarious benefits. He adviſed Mr. Flood to exerciſe 
Lis talents in tranquilizing the people whom he had agitated, and 
to tell them that they lived under a conſtitution which approached 
nearer to perfection than any that the annals of the world could 
ſuggeſt. He concluded with declaring againſt the bill. 

Major Deyle.— Mr. Speaker, upon a queſtion of ſuch infinite 
importance as the preſent, and one upon which the deareſt inte- 
=T of the nation, and the exiſtence of its conſtitution ſo mate- 
rially depend, I cannot reconcile it to my feelings to give a 
filent vote, and I am the more anxious to be explicit upon this 
ſubject, as I was one of thoſe who voted with the Hon. Gentle- 
man upon his firſt application for leave to bring in a bill of a ſimi- 
lar tendency, in which he was ſeconded as at preſent by the Right 
Hon. Gentleman near him. 8 : - : 

ir, there is no man SA er reverence than I do to ſuch 
Pons „ art and fk ackeralodeed reſpectability of charac- 
'ter :—But, Sir, I pin my faith upon the political creed of no 
man; the reputation of thoſe gentlemen, it is true, was an ad- 
ditional reaſon for my acquieſcence in their propoſition, it at laſt 
ve me a fair pretext to myſelf for doing ſo ; but, Sir, I voted 
Pr the admiſſion of this bill, becauſe when there are two modes of 
effecting any 2 that which is the moſt conciliating appears 
to me the beſt; I did not wiſh, Sir, unneceſſarily to wound the 
ride and hurt the feelings of thoſe reſpeQable ſupporters of the 
bül; I ſay unneceſſarily, becauſe J was conſcious that the bill 
required only a ſober inveſtigation and a cool diſcuſſion, to en- 
ſure its being rejected by every unbiaſſed mind. If, Sir, there 
could have been found in the land, any man, who (uniting abi - 
lities with ambition) ſhould wiſh for private purpoſes to diſturb 


the peace any man who would ſtir up civil broils, that he might 


be called upon to lay them, and who would owe his greatneſs to 
his country's ruin ; to ſuch a man (if ſuch there was) I would 
not leave a grievance to exiſt upon, nor give occaſion to him to 
tell the people, the cauſe was yours, but you are condemned 
unheard : theſe were my reaſons for aſſenting to the introduction 
of the bill, and not becauſe I approved it ; for it is in the recol- 
lection of every gentleman who then heard me, (and whom I now 
have the honour to appeal to) that I publicly reprobated the prin- 
Ciple upon which it was founded. Thus much, Sir, have I trou- 
| bled you with, as I would not wiſh to appear inconſiſtent for a 
moment, even to the moſt inſignificant individual. :-bit9; 
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With reſpect to the preſent bill, Sir, it is ſo objectionable in 
every reſpect, that I know not at what particular abſurdity to 
commence. Sir, I object to its principle in the firſt inſtance, be- 
cauſe it goes to divert the attention of the public mind from ob- 
jects of more importance to it, the attending to the relief of our 
diſtreſſed manufacturers, the cultivating the bleſſings of our free 
trade, and improving the advantages of our riſing commerce; 
objects which, in the preſent ſtate of public affairs, and the geo- 
graphical ſituation of our country, ſhould be the objects neareſt 
the heart of every Iriſhman. Sir, I conſider the preſent bill as a 
ſpecies of Balloon, painted and decorated with all the brillianc 
of a luxuriant imagination to decoy the multitude z but whi 
can only be ſuſpended by the inflammable air with which it 18 
filled, and obliged to watt the arrival of our illuſtrious Montgol- 
her to direct its progreſs. Sir, I object to it, becauſe under the 
ſpecious pretext of renovating, it goes to annihilate the happieſt 
conſtitution ever man was bleſt with; a conſtitution the pride and 
glory of our land, and the ſubject of love and admiration through- 
out the world; it goes to ſacrifice to the ſpeculative theory of 
the moment, the approved practice of ſo many ages; it is graſp- 
ing at a ſhadow by which you loſe an effential ſubſtance. Sir, 
the remedy propoſed is too violent, and will injure more than the 
diſeaſe ;—for, bir, I am free to confeſs that obtaining ſeats in 
parliament by purchaſe or any other corrupt means, appears to 
me to be a diſeaſe in the conſtitution, growing perhaps out of its 
luxuriancy, but which I conceive could be removed without the 
deſperate expedient of deſtroying the fabric. Revolution may be 
ſometimes necefſary, but too frequent a repetition of ſo violent 
a medicine would deſtroy the beſt conſtitution. Revolution may 
be a good remedy, but it is an execrable diet. This would be to 
act like the ſavage mentioned by Monteſquieu, who cuts down 
the tree in order to obtain the fruit, or as if a man ſhould ſet fire 
to an excellent houſe, merely to baniſh the rats that infeſt it. 
I really, Sir, know not a ſimile ſufficiently ludicrous, with which 
to aſſimilate the abſurdities of this bill. I object to it alſo, be- 
cauſe it goes to ruin public credit, fot ſhould the preſent plan be 
adopted, and found inadequate (as theory is ever liable to error) 
the ſame neceſſity for reformation will occur ad infinitum; and 
who will riſque his property in a country where the conſtitution 
(his beſt ſecurity) is in a ſtate of conſtant fluQuation ? 

Sir, the Hon, Gentleman argues the neceſſity of the reform 
from the corruption of parliament, and to ſtrengthen his arguments, 
he brings forward the opinions of two great men in another king- 
dom, (Mr. Pitt and Mr. Fox); but when, Sir, did they find out 
this neceſſity ? They found it out at a time, when the miniſter 
by his influence in parliament, continued to carry on an unſuc- 


oeſsful war againſt the ſenſe of the nation. When did the Hon. 
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Gentleman and his allies find it out here? They found out the 
neceſſity of reforming their parliament, at the very inſtant it was 
working the ſalvation of their country. The emancipation of 
Ireland was a proof of their corruption z but you are called upon 
to reform your parliament, becauſe Mr, Pitt and Mr. Fox for 
reciſely oppoſite reaſons, called for a reformation of theirs, 
ere was this ſiriking neceſſity found out? It was found in the 
town of Dungannon, with all reſpect I ſay it, for the wiſe men 
have long ſince left the eaſt, and taken up their reſidence there; 


for reformation cometh neither from the Eaſt, nor from the weſt, i 


nor yet from the ſouth. Good God, Sir, is this ſame parliament bY 


of Ireland never to be free ? Shall we be relieved from foreign 
thraldom, only to become victims to domeſtic ſlavery ? Shall we 
fall by the very hands that helped to raiſe us? No, rather let us 
periſh by the {word of an enemy, than by the poignard of a miſ- 
guided friend : ** Cxfar felt more the ſtab of Brutus, than all his 
other wounds.“ 

One word, Sir, upon the ſubje& of decayed boroughs ; the 
principal object of reformation. Sir, there are but two modes by 
which a member can be returned for a decayed borough, either 
hy the corrupt medium of money, or by the intereſt of forme 
friend who has an influence there. Now, Sir, the firſt might be 
done away, by no members being admitted into your houſe, who 
did not make oath at your table, before God and his country, 
that neither he, nor any agent for him, did, directly or indirectly, 


give money or any other conſideration for his return. And, Sit, 


there is ſcarcely any man would be found ſo hardy, as in ſuch 
a ſituation, to be guilty of perjury; if he was, expulſion and 
incapacitation ſhould purſue him. As to the other mode, Sir, 
there 13 a conſtitutional influence which mult ever attend property 
and hoſpitality combined, which, perhaps, Sir, it would not be ex- 
pedient if it were practicable to deftroy : and indeed when I lock 
round and ſee that ſome of the brighteſt ornaments of our ſenate, 
owe their ſeats in it to the operation of that borough influence; 
Sir, when I ſee thoſe very men whoſe abilities were to conſpicu- 
ous in the emancipation of our country, and who could only have 
been in the ſituation to free it, through the medium of this influ- 
ence ; when I look at the very bill before us, which if a good 
one, comes before you through the medium of a decayed borough ; 
if a bad one, no perſon can heſitate to reject, When, Sir, I loo« 
to a neighbouring kingdom, and fee the two great men Mr. Pitt 
and Mr. Fox {whoſe talents are the wonder ot the age) owe the 
opportunity of exerting them to this influence; Sir, when I re- 
flect that che immortal Lord Chatham (whoſe poſthumous fame, 
though it may not receive, yet certainly does not loſe any brilli- 
ancy by the iplendor of his ſon's) owed the ſituation by which he 
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raiſed his country to the higheſt pitch of glory, to the operation 
of this influence. I cannot regret there is ſuch a back portal of 
admiſſion for abilities, though unaccompanied with wealth. 

So much for the principles of the bill. Now, Sir, how does 
the ſpecific plan before you, remedy the defects that are ſtated to 
have ariſen in the conſtitution ? The extending the right of ſuf- 
frage from the boroughs to the baronies, will indeed take the in- 
fluence from the preſent poſſeſſors, but it is only to transfer it (with- 
out advantage to the public) into other hands, perhaps ſome, 
who are therefore advocates for a reform. But, Sit, the greateſt 
objeQion to this is the grievous oppreſſion that will be thrown 
upon three-fourths of as loyal ſubjects as his Majeſty can boaſt of, 

mean the Roman Catholics of Ireland; an enlightened parlia- 
ment had done away. the illiberal prejudices of former ages, and 
ſhall we, Sir, in the very act of renovation, re-rivet thoſe chains, 
from which that parliament freed them? Mark how it would o 
rate againſt the Roman Catholic tenant. No ſooner does his leaſe 
expire, than he, his wife and helpleſs children, are ſet a-drift to 
make way for the Proteſtant freeholders to augment the influence 
of the petty baſhaw of the N Sir, by this extenſion of the 
right of ſuffrage, but excluding the Roman Catholic, you add in- 
ſult ta the injury; you bring the cup of liberty to his parched lips, 
but like Tantalus preclude him from the taſte. = 
Let me then, Sir, conjure Jes by all the ties which influ- 
ence mankind, as you —.— e aſhes of your departed anceſtry, 
as you regard the happineſs of your rifing progeny, guard well 
your happy conſtitution z as you received from the former, tranſ- 
mit it inviolate and unſullied to the latter; let them not, when 
groaning under the tyranny produced by its deſtruction, curſe the 
day that gave their Reher birth; let not the ruthleſs unhallowed 
hands of viſionary projeQors tear down this venerable pile, this 
ſacred temple of liberty, reared by the ſober wiſdom of your an- 
ceſtors; let not its deſtruction, like that of Epheſus, give fame 
to its mercileſs deſtroy ers; guard well your charge, for ſhould it 
once be loſt, you never will look upon its like*again. 

Mr. Boyd ſaid, he did not riſe to oppoſe the principle of the 
bill; abuſes certainly bad crept into the conſtitution, and he was 
not an enemy to a reform that would eradicate them without intro- 
ducing greater miſchiefs. He was free to confeſs he had not ſeen 

a plan adequate to this purpoſe, and he was not for raſhly tam- 
pering with a conſtitution, the boaſt of this and the envy of every 
other country. The preſent bill is totally inadequate to its pro- 
feſſed object; it is in moſt parts a bill of innovation, though it 
8 to be a bill of renovation—ls not a power given by this 

ill to termers for years to vote, innovation, and an invaſion of the 
rights of freebolders; at no period of our hiſtory had termers for 
years ſuch a right; beſides, this clauſe of the bill will not affect 
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the purpoſe attributed to it; it will not give weight to the de- 
mocratical ſcale; on the contrary, it will ſtrengthen the ariſto- 
cracy—it will create an 9 oligarchy. Biſhops can give to 
their tenants qualincations of „ol. a year, without putting a gui- 
nea out of their own pockets, for they have power to take'a fire 
equivalent to this 10/. The clauſe reſpeQing triennial elections, 
| he ſaid, will tend to ruin the morals of the people; frequency of 
elections will promote corruption, venality, perjury, drunken- 
neſs, &c. &c. For the truth of this obſervation, he appealed to 
the gentlemen who had attended elections and ſelet committees. Þ 
The expence of election is one cauſe of the poverty of our manu- | 
facturers; the gentlemen who have incurred the expence of con- 
teſted elections cannot afford to bring their families to town; the 
aſſortments prepared for the winter conſumption lie in the ware- 
| houſe of the merchant, or are ſold by auction at an under value. 
But greater miſchiefs ſtill ariſe party animoſity, which has 
been obſerved fatally to influence our grand and niſi prius juries, 
in queſtions of the liberty and property of the ſubje&.—As to the 
part of the bill requiring reſidence, it is too abſurd to deſerve 
obſeryation z it counteraQs the firſt principles of repreſentation, 
and tends to transfer the right from the /and to the perſon of the 
elector, for the principle is that the /and is te be repreſented, He 
had the honour to concur in ſending from a great county two re- 
preſentati ves, who are an honour to hat county and to this Houſe; þ 
and can it be ſuppoſed that he will give a vote for a meaſure that } 
will deprive him of the like privilege in future, merely becauſe 
his profeſſion confines him to the capital ? As to opening the bo- 
. roughs, this will transfer the influence only from one great | 
man to another; for he who has a property in the land will ever 
continue to have influence on the inhabitant of it, until this Houſe 

_ Thall deviſe a plan to compel the ſubject to value his liberty more 
than he does his property. But has this Houſe a right, a power 
to doit? It has at: He who aſſerts the contrary, controverts 
the prerogative of the crown to create the franchiſe, if this Houſe 

_ could not legally or conſtitutionally reſtrain the crown from grant- 
ing the franchiſe. This Houſe cannot legally or conſtitutionally 
take away or diminiſh the exerciſe of the franchiſe ; the grantee 
of this franchiſe has as good a legal indefeaſible title to this fran- 
chiſe as any gentleman of this Houſe has to his /and, for the bur- 
_ gels holds his franchiſe by charter, and you hold your eſtates by 
charter; but there is a trade of reform in this part of the conſti- 
tution, legal and conftitutional, though perhaps not unexception- 
able, and that is to authoriſe by act of parliament, the burgeſſes 
to maintain a charter right, which they have loſt by non uſet.— 
Moſt charters empower the burgeſſes to elect a commonalty, and 
authoriſe them to this now. An act of parliament reviſing charter- 
od rights is legal and conſtitutional, but an a& of parliament com- 
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bk manding an unlawful thing to be done is v. One advantage, 
at leaſt, this plan has, you allow the burgeſſes to chaſe whom 


they pleaſe to participate of their privilege ; but by the other, 
you intrude on them a ſet of itinerants, of beggars. If you do this, 
you ſhould eſtabliſh poor rates for their maintenance. 

He objeQed to the preſent bill as multifarious; the matter of 
it is the proper ſubject of ſeveral bills, and cannot be compreſſed 
into one without obſcurity and confuſion, which a wiſe parlia- 


Y ment ought ever to avoid, 


Mr. C' Hara ſtated, in brief, the hiſtory of the Iriſh conſti- 
tution, as derived from that of England. There were many 
and inſurmountable difficulties, he ſaid, which at the firſt ſettle- 
ment of the Engliſh in this country, prevented them from extend- 
ing too far the franchiſe of eleQion. Pent up within the bounds 
off a narrow pale, ſurrounded with enemies, and forced for mu- 
tual protection to live in ſmall communities, the borough ſyſ- 
tem of little corporations was then perfectly well calculated for 
the repreſentation of an Engliſh colony in Ireland; but now 
when the whole nation formed but one great and united people, 
that ſyſtem was becoming too narrow, and ought to be — 2 
There were now no ſurrounding enemies to fear; the great evil 


now aroſe from the ſmall number of electors; this evil had been 


perceived even in the reign of Elizabeth. It was not a new 
complaint, for he was able to quote a remonſtrance from parli- 
ament to that Queen, complaining of ſmall and inſignificant vil- 
lages being erected into boroughs z places in which a compe- 
tent number of free electors could not be ſuppoſed to inhabit. 
Upon the whole, he declared his approbation of the principle of 


the bill, and thought if there were defects in the clauſes, they 


might be remedied in a committee. 

Sir Henry Cavendiſb.—A mighty noiſe has been made, peti- 
tions have been delivered, and a bill has been brought in about 
a reform in parliament: But I ſhould wiſh to hear ſome reaſon 
for all this; where is the grievance in living under a conſtitu- 
tion that imparts every bleſſing to the ſubject? It is ſaid the 
Houſe of Commons is corrupt; now, for argument ſake, I will 
ſuppoſe for one moment that it is; the remedy by this bill is 
totally inadequate z it would introduce much greater cotruption 
than that which has been clarged. | 460%: ih 

So much has been ſaid upon the ſubjeR before us that I will 
not now enter into it; I only -riſe to ſay a word to an anti- 
conſtitutional doctrine; of which our modern reformers are ex- 
tremely fond; and from which they flatter themſclves they would 
derive great power, if this bill was carried into a law; the prin- 
Ciple which I call anti- conſtitutional, and againſt the freedom of 
parliament, is that of repreſentatives being bound to obey the in- 
ttruRtions of their Es I think it is right for the repre · 

2 
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ſeneative to conſult and to commune with his conſtituents ; 1 


think he ſhould argue with them and endeavour to convince © 
them; but after all if his opinion ſhould be different from theirs, * 

if he obeys them he is not a free man. E: 
When deſigning men want to overturn the conſtitution, they u 
immediately ſet up the cry of corruption, and by that means 8 * 

often liſt the beſt and moſt worthy characters under their banner; 
and if, Sir, in this Houſe there can be found men of virtue and 8 © 
ability, who, though in all other points independent enough, 2 
-are willing to obey the leaders of 'democracy, is it very for == -: 
prizing that the leaders of democracy would wiſh to command, 8 © 
and wiſh to make them inſtruments in their deſigns? The 1 
conſequence is, that when the leaders of democracy puſh thoſe 8 * 
gentlemen too far, by repeated inſtrudtions, they, at laſt, come ſn "* 
to feel themſelves not ſo independent as they firſt imagined; | b 
and perhaps for heſitating to obey ſome monſtrous abſurd in- a 
ſtructions, they are diſcarded by the democracy, and their place: © 
filled with more convenient and pliant tools. = 
But, Sir, thoſe abuſes could not for one moment exiſt, if gen- 5 
tlemen would advert to the firſt principle of parliament, or con- :: 
ſult the dictates of their own reaſon, — by the beſt au- * 
thorities: Every man returned to ſerve in parliament, whether my 
For. county, city, or, borough, is from the very moment of his i f 
return, not the repreſentative of his own mere electors, but of all he 
the commons of the land; every eleQor in the kingdom has an 6 
intereſt, and an equal intereſt in him; and therefore it is abſurd 8 
to fuppoſe him Found to obey the inſtructions of any little f 
community, whoſe intereſts or opinions may be diametrically 4 
oſite to the intereſts and opinions of the majority of the wy 

m. | 
Mr. Ogle—Sit, I did not intend to enter into this buſineſs farther t 
than juſt to give my reaſons and to vote; but ſomething has | to 
fallen from the Hon. Baronet, which makes it neceſſary for me to WF 2* 
treſpaſs one moment on the indulgence of the Houſe : I am not u 
ſurprized that the Hon. Baronet, circumſtanced as he is, ſhould WF ©** 
think ſo lightly of conſtituents—but for me, who have the honour ” 
to repreſent a great and powerful county which has heaped fa- * 
yours upon me, for me in whom that county has placed an im- 1 
plicit confidence, to diſohey their inſtructions would be black 42 
ingratitude. I chall ever R to diſcharge the | 
truſt they have repoſed in me. They complain of the unequal oY) 
repreſentation in parliament as a grievance this hill is now of- Fa 
fered as a remedy for that grievance z I will not ſay it is perfect, . 
but I ſay it ought to be committed, becauſe in the committee it * 
may be rendered as perfect as poſſible; and I declare that I will 1 5 
vote againſt any bill that does not contain a clauſe to make reſi- 10 


putian to-thoſe /private perſons that may be injured by a reform Hi 
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of parliament; the nation is to reccive the benefit, and it is but 
reaſonable the nation ſhould pay the expence. 

Counſellor Smith infiſted on the neceſſity of a reformation, 
not only for a reſtoration of conſtitution, but for the content- 
ment of the people. 

; Mr. Bu/be.—The voice of the people has been ſo much infiſted - 
upon, and the petitions have been laid on the table with ſuch 


b, an air of triumph, that I will ſpeak firſt to that part of the ſub- 
5 3 ject. The bill before us, Sir, is as well calculated to gain ac- 
wh tive partizans, as it is calculated to reform the conſtitution, A bill 
he N which is to take away a borough influence, computed to be worth 
| almoſt a million of money, and to veſt it in the landlords of the 
3 neighbouring pariſhes or baronies, offers too rich a plunder to be 
ll negleQed, and enſures powerful and clamorous advocates, even 
in. by the faults which it contains. To them I add thoſe innocent 
<a and ſubordinate minds, who are ready to ſubſcribe any thing 
that has a popular name, and who are the eaſy dupes of every 
on.  <x2mple; am I not warranted to ſay that many of thoſe who 
on- ſigned theſe petitions did not know the bill before us, when it 
au. s notorious that at the meetings where it was ſubſcribed, it was 
ther neither debated nor examined; when an Hon. Member who ſpoke 
his WR chis night, and ſo ably, appears totally ignorant of its contents; 
ral! for he tells us, that a bill which disfranchiſes non-reſident free- 
: an  Þolders and freemen of many deſcriptions, nay whole boroughs 
rd at once, does not disfranchiſe one elector within the land. Be- 
ittle ſides, it is not true that all the petitions before you are in favour 
| ally of this bill, though they ſpeak in favour of the general idea of 
the reform; with me, one man deſiring to retain thoſe franchiſes 
which this Houſe is entruſted to preſerve, has more weight than 
2 twenty deſiring us to take away the rights, and to — them 
* to themſelves. And the great body of the people, who have ſent 
Sl no, petitions at all, ſeem to me to be in favour of the conſti- 
7 * tution of their anceſtors. Contentment is a ſilent quality. Men 
r are not bound to petition in order to attain what the conſtitu- 


8 tion gives them. No; their filence not only gives no cauſe, 


1 fa but refuſes us a juſtification to take it away. 

\ in. After dwelling for ſome time on various topics, particularly 
black on the Roman Catholics, whom he thought it both unjuſt and 
up dangerous to exclude if we were to alter the conſtitution, he 
equal proceeded to examine the bill. He faid, that the Hon. Mover had 
1 2 made a very ſingulat omiflion; he had totally ſuppreſſed the 
ies, main ſubſtance ot the bill cf reform. He had indeed been very 
g ſpecific in the parts of his bill which was to take away the 
1 will rights of ſame of the moſt independent electors of Ireland ; but 
Nr for thoſe who are to ſupply their place he refers us to a ſche- 


dule, and that ſchedule he has not thought proper to produce. 
His clauſe enaQts, that the boroughs are to be ſupplied with 
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electors from the adjacent boroughs or pariſhes, without ſpeci- 
fying which; but which ever it be the mode is equally excep. i 
tionable. If to pariſhes, then you only transfer the borougk 
to perhaps one neighbouring landlord; if to baronies, then to 
one or two. And in the ſame bill which takes away the right 
of voting from a non-reſident freeholder of 19/. a year, a man 
(non-reſident perhaps on account of the trade or profeſſion which 
makes independent) you grant four votes to a 40s. freeholder, 

on account of one occaſional freehold ; but if to baronies, then 

perhaps you give eight votes to one 40s. freeholder, I live in 
the barony of Gowran, containing the boroughs of Thomaſtown, 
Gowran, and Iniſtioge; a 40s. voter of mine will have two . 
votes for each, and two for the county, all out of one freehold, 
whilſt gentlemen of 5 ol. a year who live in a barony contain- 


ing no rough, will have two votes for the county on n Peo- © 
ple of Ireland! is this the equal repreſentation you have de- 
manded, and without which the forms of a free conſtitution are . 
a curſe, and life itſelf is a burden? And now mark this afſer- ! 
tion; I aſſert that in this bill, which is not to be an innovation, 
and which is to pour new blood into the conſtitution, there WF * 
is not one man admitted to franchiſe except leaſeholders, a new - 
as well as a very dependent body of men; but all the reſt are WW © 
men who have votes already, whilſt many independent men, in- 
deed many thouſands, are to be deprived of their franchiſe in a { 
country where the baſis of repreſentation is too narrow; ſo that f 
the Hon. Gentleman's receipt for pouring new blood into the 
conſlitution conſiſts in bleeding it, and giving it nothing to drink. . 
Me are in all reſpects to imitate what was done reſpecting the WW P 
borough of Shoreham. The borough of Shoreham was a free but. 
venal borough; the right of voting in it was transferred to the 
neighbouring diſtrict: The conſequence is, as I am credibly in- - 
formed, that the nomination to that borough totally depends up- F 
on two neighbouring families; and this We are to make the pre- 8 
cedent for all the boroughs in Ireland, in order to prevent bo- 
roughs becoming private property, and to pour new blood into WW © 
the conſtitution. From reſpe<t to my fellow ſubjeQs who have 4 
approved this bill, I muſt ſuppoſe they have not conſidered it. , 
Indeed I expect that illuſtrious borough which my Hon. Friend 1 
(Sir Hercules Langriſhe) has mentioned as petitioning for its own 4 
disfranchiſement; that borough, I am ſure, knew what it was Ko 
doing; it did not fall into the pit like a blind man, but jumped 
into it, like Curtius, for the good of its country. For I am 
ſpeaking of the borough of Newry, and not of the borough of * 
tham. What adequate reward can I confer on ſuch diſinte- — 
reſted men? I wil grant their requeſt, and if a ſeparate bill lit 
be brought in for that purpoſe, I will vote eo confer upon the to 


borough of Newry that total annihilation of its veſted franchiſes, 
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without which the forms of a free conſtitution would he a curſe, 
and life itſelf would he a burden. 
As to the framing of this ſchedule, we are left to conjecture, 


_ | I will ſuppoſe it to be worded with the ſame regard to the rights 
\ to of our fellow-ſubjetts as the reſt of the bill. 
ight Perhaps it may be as guarded as that clauſe which ſays, that 
* men ſhall be disfranchiſed who are not utually reſident, without 
nich telling us what uſual reſidence is, and how it is to be aſcer- 
J tained. 
= = Perhaps it may be as careful of the rights of his fellow-ſub- 
> in jects, as that clauſe which ſays, they ſhall be regiſtered at ſome 
wn, quarter-ſeſſions in the county, city, town corporate, borough, 
0 or manor. And there are few, very few towns corporate, bo- 
old, | roughs, or manors, where there any quarter-ſeſſions. 
* Perhaps it may be as conſiderate as that clauſe, which ſays, 
Deo that boroughs ſhall be disfranchiſed, which did not contain, 
. within their precincts, a certain number of electors at a certain 
1 day, without pointing out any method by which this nice queſ- 
Ner- tion is to be determined. ; 
Son Perhaps it may be as judicious as that clauſe which contraQs 
* the repreſentative body, by ſaying that boroughs which have not 
ths a certain number of voters, ſhall ſtop from returning members 
yay. to parliament. 
r r perhaps it may be as conſiſtent as that other clauſe, which 
wa ſays, that boroughs not having the aforefaid number ſhall not 
chat | ſtop, but ſhall borrow voters from their neighbours. 
| the erhaps it may be as guarded as that clauſe, which ſays, 
Bry that certain electors ſhall be regiſtered with the clerk of the 
he | peace for ſuch county, city, town corporate, borough or maner 
12 and towns corporate, boroughs, or manors, have no ſuch officer 
vp as clerk of the peace. 
| Perhaps it may be as juſt as that clauſe which affects the 
J 6d franchiſe of even reſident freemen, who are not in trade, A 
| K : clauſe by which the oldeſt corporators and aldermen would loſe 
be. heir right of election, becauſe they have been enabled to leave 
r off their profeſſions. Oh! note the bill, which takes away 
es - _ right of voting, becauſe he has become perfectly in- 
. ependent. | | 

od or Perhaps it may be as liberal as that clauſe which takes away 
5 the right of — from freemen by birth; the moſt indepen- 
ens dent and unconnected men in the ſtate, if they live fix yards 
2 ped beyond the precinQs of the corporation. 
1 Perhaps it may be as favourable to the good morals of the 
N of people as that clauſe, which directs that a freeman ſhall take his 
55 ivy oath that he is a freeman; a queſtion ſo difficult to determine, 
e bill that I have known a committee of this Houſe after 14 days de- 
* liberation, in my own caſe, divide upon it 8 againſt 7, and yet 


to this point of law, a man is to take his oath. 
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And are we to ſend to a committee a heap of abſurdities, which 3 
deſerves to be committed to nothing but to the flames, becauſe F 


its title is a bill to rectify certain defects in our repreſentation ? 


Does the principle ef the bill exiſt in its title, or in its contents? 
If the title of it were as it ought to be—a bill for aggravating of 
thoſe defects would you then commit it? Before we admit of a 
principle which would ſhake the general reſpect for that conſti- 
tution under which liberty has not only been enjoyed, and has 
been progreſſive, at leaſt within our memory, let us ſee ſome 
feaſible plan for its improvement. We owe this to our conneQti- 
on with Great Britain, a conneQion to be preſerved by a real, 


not a fictitious or nominal ſimilarity of conſtitution, much leſs by 


a project tending only to new conventions, ard new alterations.— | 


We owe it to our reſpe& to the catholic body, we owe it to thoſe 
Charter rights, which this bill invades ; not charter rights derived 
from this Houſe, ſuch as the Hon. Mover undertook a cruſade to 


another country to defend, but rights more ſacred ſtill, parental I 


Charters, from which we ourſelves derive our exiſtence. 


And before I fit down, I vill call the attention of the Houſe and 
of the public to one obſervation. 


Let them obſerve the courſe of this debate, let them ſee how 
many men of any party or deſcription, will hazard their charac- 


ter for common ſenſe, by ſaying they approve of the bill before 
ou. I do not ſay how many will approve the principle of re- 


orm if praQticable, and I will ſay, they will vote to commit, in | 
order to amend, For that is the common language of men who 
are unwilling to oppoſe, and too wile and honeft to approve of 


it. But remark, how many of ſenſe and character will ſay, they 
think this bill a real improvement of the conſtitution. 


Mr. Corry ſaid, that if the people of Newry had acted ſo noble 


à part as the laſt Honourable Speaker had aſcribed to them, proud 
as he was before of the honour of repreſenting that people, his 
fries would now be much increaſed ; but though the people of 

ewry would be as forward as any men living, to ſacrifice pri- 
vate advantage on the altar of liberty, yet * circumſtances 
of their borough were not exactly as the Hon. Gentleman had de- 
ſeribed them. 

He ſaid that taking the bill before the Houſe altogether, he did 
not approve of it, but thought the committee the proper place to 
make alterations and am nts : He could not, he ſaid, agree 
with thoſe gentlemen who would exclude the great maſs 4 the 
people from the franchiſe of ele tion; and founded his opinion on 
the words of the original writ iſſued by Edward II. ** that that 
ſhall be conſidered by all which concerns all.” 

Mr. Dunn entered into an hiſtorical account of the antient mode 
of making returns to parliament 3, the places that had a right to 
make the return, and the manner of inv eſting them with this right, 
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and as the repreſentation was then accounted a burthen, and not 
an honour, he mentioned the wages they were allowed. He 
concluded with offering ſome reaſons in favour of the bill. 

Mr. Brewne (of the College,) ſaid—Sir, I have liſtened with 
attention and reſpect to the opinions of men older and better in- 
formed than I can poſſibly pretend to be; and all the concluſion 
I have drawn from the arguments of thoſe who oppoſe the com- 
mittal of this bill, is that . are not in earneſt ; becaufe ac- 
quainted as I am with their knowledge and abilities, I know, if 
they were, they never would have amuſed the Houſe with ob- 
jections to a queſtion which does not exiſt; with ohjections to 
a plan of reform which has not yet been conſidered, when the 
only queſtion is, whether we ſhall conſider it at all ; whether 
we ſhall give it a minute and ſerious inveſtigation, or by refuſ- 
ing to do ſo, declare that there is no neceflity of any reform 
whatſoever.—One or two gentlemen indeed, have had fpirit enough 
to take that ground, and boldly aſſerted, that our preſent form 
of repreſentation is perfect. If I underſtand them right, their 
principal proof of this is, that it perfectly anſwered every good 
purpoſe at the Revolution, and therefore it muſt do ſo now. As 
well might they argue, that the fortreſs which was once impreg- 
nable, muſt be always impregnable, though the mode of attack 
was infinitely varied, though the art of war was infinitely im- 
22 and though enemies were found in the very heart of the 

rriſon. 

That ſome reform is neceſſary, the united voice of three great 
nations has for many years declared—Since the commencement 
of the preſent reign, the cry has been loud indeed ; though the 
people are ſometimes miſtaken, yet; ſurely ſome deference is due 
to their opinion. I am one of thoſe who think that no intrigues 
of artful men, that no diſſemination of prejudice, will prevail to 
make a whole people uneaſy without ſome foundation. They 
have ſaid, that they no longer feel the fame connection with par- 
liament which they formerly did; they have ſaid, that ye are in- 
attentive to their wiſhes, and ſeldom ſhew your recollection of 
them, but by ſome mark of contempt. They have declared, that 
they no longer ſee the barriers by which they were formerly ſe- 
Cured, and have called upon you to renew chem—Will they be 
ſatished by being told, that the forms of the conftitution are the 
ſame? The forms of the conſtitution are indeed the ſame, but 
the enemy is different—We are no longer attacked by the ſtern 
violence of prerogative, but a new and more dangerous foe has: 
ariſen, a corrupt and all-ſubduing influence, which with a ſilent 
but reſiſtleſs courſe, has overwhelmed the land, and borne down 
every barrier of liberty and virtue. It has done what power never 
could 95 La * 1 | 

Hoa nec Jy ? 55 nec 1 L Achilles, | 

Nec decem anni, * 
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What no attacks of incroaching princes, no violence of arbi- 
trary miniſters, in a lapſe of centuries could effect, influence haz 
done withia the age of man; men whoſe ſpirit would have with- 
ſtood all the efforts of power, men who have as much courage az 
the boldeſt of their anceſtry, (for want of courage is not the cha- 


racteriſtic of the preſent age) the ſtill ſmall voice of influence, 


has ſubdued in a moment. They did not know the face of the 
enemy; corruption did not approach them with the haughty air 
of a Strafford, but with the courtly 5 of a modern Secre- 


* the mild inſinuating manners of an Attorney General. 

is is the reaſon that the people do not look up to parlia- 
ment as they formerly did; in the laſt century the voice of parlia · 
ment was omnipotent, becauſe parliament and the people were 
the ſame. The people had not an idea of diſtruſting the Houſe 
of Commons—Parliament could not betray them, without be- 
traying themſelves. The paſſions of men were all armed on 
the ſide of liberty ; their pride, their reſentment, their indignati- 
on at oppreſſion ; but now the very reverſe is the fact, the paſ- 
ſions of men are all armed on the fide of government; ambition 
and avarice drag them, as it were bound in chains, to that ma- 
gic bench, [pointing to the treaſury bench] and the conſequence 
1s, the people look upon us no longer as their repreſentatives, or 
their friends. 

What muſt be the effects of ſuch opinions as theſe? An ut- 
ter ſubverſion of the authority of parliament.—An unnatural junc- 
tion between the crown and the people. Am ] ſpeaking againſt 
the dignity of parliament ? No- I am urging you to exert your 
ſtrongeſt efforts to ſupport it, to revive its ancient ſplendor z not 
by mehaces, or intemperance (which always argue weakneſs) 
but by a real internal reform of ourſelves. I know well that real 
liberty depends on the exiſtence and the dignity of parliament. 
That parliament is gone, liberty is no more; and therefore I dread 
the time when the people ſball look up to the crown as their on- 
ly ſupport againſt their natural guardians : will not the crown 
encourage ſuch opinions? Can it, in the nature of things be its 
wiſh, that parliament ſhould recover its former ſtrength ? Under 
our preſent moſt gracious prince, we have nothing to apprehend ; 
but — future deſigning monarch may ariſe, who will take ad- 
vantage of the temper of the public; he will go on corrupting and 
corrupting, until you have oy all 3 till you are 
no longer uſeful to the publie, or formidable to him, and when 


he has left you nothing to beſtow, will ſpurn the wretched bank- 
rupt he has made. 

Vet an attempt to prevent ſuch effects as theſe, is called by 
gentlemen innovation. How would our forefathers have laughed 
at the name?—' hey were attentive to realities, net to forma, the 
never heſitated at altering the outward ſhape, to preſerve the ſpin 
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rit of the conſtitution. They lopped off branches of the preroga- 
tive, which had been exerciſed for ages, but were become op- 
preflive and intolerable by the change of circumſtances : they 
excluded particular —.— of men from ſitting in this Houſe, 
and determined the qualifications of electors and elected; they li- 
mited the duration of parliaments, and even altered the ſucceſſion 
to the crown, yet we do not accuſe them of innovation; we expreſs 
the utmoſt gratitude to them, for their glorious exertions in favour 
of poſterity. Let us then imitate them; let us comply with the 
requeſt of the people, conveyed in a reſpectful, but earneſt man- 
ner; a requeſt, which ſurely we ought not to be very angry 
with them for—to reſtore ourſelves to our former dignity, and to 
be what once we were. 

Such a renovation would put an end to the obloquy to which 
we have been ſo long expoſed ; we ſhould not ſee as we have 
done, perpetual majorities upon every occaſion, on the fide of 
the miniſter, though the miniſter could not have been always right; 
we ſhould not ſee men running down with indecent haſte, to ſup- 
port government queſtions, without knowing what they are 
careleſs of the ſubject, if they are only told on what fide they are 
to divide. Nor ſhould we hear the ſame men preſume to ridicule 
the moſt reſpeQable part of this Houſe, (the country intereſt) the 
only body of men to whom argument can be addreſſed, and on 
whom the nation can rely with ſecurity. 

I have heard their ſarcaſins on obedience to conſtituents, with 
indignation and contempt; I would not obey my conſtituents in 
any thing unreaſonable, but I know it is impoſſible they ſhould 
require it; whenever they (ball inſtru me, I know well it will 
be from ſolid reaſons, and on the beſt foundation, and I will obe 
them with the higheſt ſatisfaction. I wiſh every man was as — 
bound by the ties of honour and gratitude, to purſue a virtuous 
conduct in this Houſe; and I truſt I ſhall not be thought preſump- 
— — in ſaying, that I hope there would be no occaſion for a 
reform, | 

Mr. Weftby.—It is with the utmoſt diffidence TI riſe to deliver 
my ſentiments on a ſubje& which has been already fo ably ſup- 
ported ; it may appear ſuperfluous, nay arrogant in me, to at- 
tempt to add any e to what has been already advanced on that 
head; but my zeal for civil liberty, and above all, the ſacred 
truſt J have undertaken, operate ſo ſtrongly on my mind, that - 
ſhould deem myſelf unworthy the confidence repoſed in me, ſhould 
I fit filent during the diſcuſſion of a matter of ſuch national im- 
portance. A reform in the mode of the repreſentation, is a mea- 
iure that meets with the warmeſt approbation of every unpreju- 
diced mind in this kingdom, and in my humble opinion, not one 
argument has been adduced againſt it, that can tend in che ſmall- 
elt degree to confute the inſuperable and cogent reaſons which 
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have been urged in its favour, —lt is a right to which we are inti- 
- - tled by the primeval eſtabliſhment of our cenftitution. No man 
who has read the hiſtory of his country, but muſt allow that the 
people * an equal repreſentation in the days of the immor- 
tal Alfred, and that it was nurtured by the wiſeſt prince of the 
Norman line. It is the only reſource left for the ſecurity of our 
nigh, it is claimed by the people as their birth-right, and beſt 
inheritance, and conſidered by them as the moſt effectual means 
of ſtemming the torrent of corruption which ſo viſibly menaces the 
dieſtruction of the kingdom — But alas! error, ſanctioned by time, 

appears to the inconſiderate under the ſimilitude of truth, and 
even men of judgment and cool reflection, who have formed a 
true idea of its nature and conſequences, are notwithſtanding ſeiz- | 
ed with the moſt fearful apprehenſions at the firſt attempts for its 
correction. However, it is ſurely more conſiſtent with ſound 
reaſon, to yield in due ſeaſon to, perhaps, the imaginary incon- i 
veniences of a reformation, than ſuſpend our exertions until we 
ue reduced to that ſtate of accumulated miſery to which a con- 
tinued perſeverance in a courſe of manifeſt error muſt undoubt- 
edly lead us. Our conſtitution is allowed by all thoſe who have 
minutely ſtudied it, to be founded on a plan the moſt excellent, 
and though the beautiful fabric is much impaired by the hand of 
time, there are I truſt, no dilapidations that may not be reſtored 
without altering its conſtruction— The ſpirit of the conſtitution, i 
I muſt own, ought not to be changed, but the form of it ſhould | 
moſt undoubtedly be carreQed.—'1 berefore, Sit, from the full- 
eſt conviQtion of my own mind, I chearfully accede to a motion, 
which fa evidently tends to eftabliſh the end and object of all po- 
litical ſociety, the happineſs and ſecurity of the whole. 

Mr. Hartley apologized to the Hauſe for riſing to ſpeak on a 
conſtitutional queſtion, He was not able to unravel the ſophiſtry 
uſed againſt the bill. He only knew that the people were not re- 
preſented, and that they ought to be repreſented. The ſenſe of 
the people had been collected, and appeared in favour of the mea- 
ſure.—He, and bis worthy colleagye near him, had the honour to 
repreſent between 3 and 4000 electors, who had inſtructed them 
= vote for the bill, which ſhould, therefore, have his decided 

upport. 

Mr. Breumletu ſaid, he was not much ſurpriſed at what had been 
ſaic 3 but, notwithſtanding, he aſſerted that the bill had been 
brought in at the general deſire of the whole nation (a cry of no! 
no!) Mr. Brown/ow inſiſted it was. The ſubject was of ſuch. a 
nature, that it ought to be heard with the utmoſt attention. The 
petitions, he ſaid, were for a more equal repreſentation of the 
people in parliament, and the reaſon for their being oppoſed was 
obvious; but the pretence was, that they contained matter againſt 
the principles of the conſtitution : it was alſo ſaid to be the pro- 
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duction of the convention; but what reaſon was there for urging 
any thing againſt it on that account? What ground was there for 
preventing freeholders from oo Aw opinion, becauſe they 
XX appeared in this or that dreſs. The real merits of the bill, only, 
X ought to be conſidered. When gentlemen objected to its being 
brought in from an armed body, they ſaid, if it had come in ano- 
ther ſhape, it ſhould be treated with deference. It now came in 
| the ſhape they required, and he hoped gentlemen would keep 

their promiſe. There paſſed an addrets, that it was neceſſary the 
Hout ſhould declare their determination to ſupport their juſt pri- 
vileges and the conſtitution. Some gentlemen, it was true, had 
made exceptions 'againſt the convention, but no inference could 
apply to them on that queſtion. The preſent bill was the voice 
of the freeholders of Ireland, who now thought it neceſſary to de- 
clare, that they were not equally repreſented, and that it was in- 
diſpenſably neceſſary to renovate the conftitution ; that he was 
as ready as any man to maintain the conſtitution, in the utmoſt 
degree of perfeQion, he would beg leave to aſſert; but ſo far was 
this from an innovation, that he had no doubt but the bill would 
give ſuch new life and vigour to the conſtitution, as could be ex- 
pected from no other 2 Gentlemen who are for any * 
of reform, would certainly vote for the committal of the bill 
Gentlemen, who wiſh for no reform at all, will vote on the con- 
trary. If it went to a committee, gentlemen would have an op- 
portunity of being able to ſupport it, in the manner they might 
think proper. Would people ſay, the preſent mode of repreſen- 
tation admitted of no alteration? The people out of doors were of 
opinion it did; and therefore wanted alteration.— They only de- 
ſired it to be treated with decency. He aſked if they meant to 
be deaf to the remonſtrances of hs people? Petitions had been 
ſigned 8 reſpectable perſons in every part of the king- 
dom. The body of the people, who had been deprived of their 
rights, only wanted to be reſtored to them. At preſent no man 
could ſay, they were equally repreſented. —The ſenſe of the peo- 
| = was with the friends of the bill, and the people were uniform- 
in favour of the meaſure.—This was a fact very well known. 
Would any man lay his hand to his heart, and declare it was not 
ſo? This was the proper ſtage for debating the bill, they ſbould 
therefore, let it go into a committee. In this ſtage of the buſineſs 
they could only conſider the principle of the bill, which was un- 
exceptionable.— The only queſtion then was, whether it ſhould 
go into a committee. He ſhould not trouble the Houſe fur- 
ther, but hoped they would not refuſe committing the bill. The 
whole nation was, he ſaid, in general, in favour of the meaſure ; 
and ſome degree of reform was certainly neceſſary. He inſiſted 
that a conſiderable ſacrifice muſt be made to the — Sy and h 
od, that as every gentleman who fat in that Houſe ated for 
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public good, they would diſcharge the truſt ſed in them, 
and co. ph obſtacle in the oye the bill being permitted to 
go to the committee. 2 
Mr. Rowley and Mr. Lowthey ſaid they would ſupport the bill, 
as they thought a reform neceſſary. be” 

Colonel Maſſey ſaid, he would vote for its being committed, 


though he did not apprqve of every clauſe. In general he ap- 1 | 
proved of its principle. Formerly, he ſaid, it was rejected an 
coming from armed men, but as that objection was now removed, 


he could ſee no pretence for refuſing it. | f 

Mr. Flesd.— flatter myſelf, Sir, from the particular ſituation 
in which it now ſtands, that the bill will obtain a more favour- 
able hearing than before. I now, Sir, entertain the ſame ſenti- 
ments reſpecting this bill, that I did then; as it is a bill for 
reſtoring the conſtitution. I beg leave to repreſent to this Houſe, 
that I bring a meaſure of the firſt importance before one of the tirit 
aſſemblies in the world. This meaſure, Sir, has nothing to rely 
on for ſucceſs, but the juſtice on which it is founded, and every 
motive of intereſt and prejudice is againſt it. I pay the greateſt 
compliment to the virtue of this Houſe when J venture to pro- 
pole to your conſideration, a ſubject fo unpalatable, ſo militating 
againſt your private intereſts. Thoſe who argue _ this 
meaſure on the ſcore of impropriety, do but little juftice to it; 
but I tell them it is neceſſary ; as I did not imagine I ſhould be 
called on to defend this bill, in its preſent ſtage, I reſerved what 


I had to offer in its favour, for the committee. I never enter- 


tained the leaſt difference of ſentiments relative to this ſubject; 
I am a friend to this bill from principle, and becauſe it is taken 
up by the great body of the people. On one fide of your table 
are the petitions of twenty-ſix counties, praying for a reform of 
- parliament z on the other are two petitions, and one memorial 
againſt it. Theſe | ay ſhew the ſenſe of the nation. Thoſe 
the influence of ariſtocratic factions in the country. You ſee how 
the voice of the people has prevailed even in the county of Down. 
There, though the ariſtocratic influence was ſtrongeſt, it was | 
forced to ſuccumb to the voice of the people, and forced to ſuc- 
cumb, notwithſtanding every exertion of influence fince made. 
In the county of Kilkenny, which groaned under an ariſtocrati- 
cal influence ſince the Revolution, the people, ſuch was their 
ardour in purſuit of this meaſure, ſigned it in oppoſition to their 
landlords. This they did, without ſolicitation, through mere 
conviction of the rectitude of the meaſure. So little influence was 
uſed on the popular fide, that I would not ſuffer one of my te- 
nants, or any other under my influence, to ſign the petition, 
leſt it ſhould be miſconſtrued by the enemies of reform. Not one 
of my relations, or bearing the name of Flood, though a nume- | 
Tous and opulent family, ſigned it. Yet to the many and re- 
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ſpectable names ſubſcribed, no leſs than two hundred more might 
have been added, while the other petition was carried about to 
8 ſolicit ſignatures, The principle of the bill has the approbation 
of the people, The queſtion therefore is, Are the people to be 
properly repreſented, or are they not? As the people are the pro- 
per judges of this matter, if a man ſays himſelf, he is not properly 
repreſented, is it not abſurd for any one elſe to ſay, that he is? 
Can one hundred rotten boroughs far the nation of its rights of 
voting“ Will any man fay, that the few have a right to debar 
che many of their privileges? Will any man ſay, that it bears 
the leaſt reſemblance to the antient conſtitution ? The volunteers 
have been on this occaſion induſtriouſly — This was 
e 


for ſaid to be their meaſure, and to contain their ſentiments 3 but 
fe, theſe ſentiments are adopted by the counties, and by the free- 
arit holders of Ireland, as well as by the volunteers; and to object to 
ely it, as the favourite with of the volunteers, is making them a very 


ungrateful return for the many and fi ſervices rendered by 
them to this kingdom. When this bill was formerly introduced 
into this Houſe, it was argued, that it ought. to be rejected as 
originating with the volunteers. The volunteers diſappeared, and 
it 1s now argued, that it is ſufficient cauſe to reject it, becauſe 
they began with it. 1 | 


it 

| be : y disfranchiſing boroughs, you but renovate the conſtitution, 
hat ln the beginning of our government, the Lords voted not from 
der- the grant of the crown, but from their property. Not by writ or 
ed; patent, but by right of barony. It is true, the crown afterwards 
(ken 


encroached on the matter, and inſiſted on the prerogative of elect- 
ing the Lords; but will any man ſay, on has account, that if 


ef the right of a ſeat in the Houſe of Lords were given to be reſtored 
arial to its antient form, it would be an innovation, and not a reſtora- 
hoſe tion of the conſtitution? The ſame reaſoning will, be found to 
1 hold _ in reſpect to the preſent monopoly of boroughs. 
a This bill, Sir, is not pretended to be perfect z it is only deſired 
has that it my have an opportunity to be perfected in the committee. 
fre. Conſider how the conſtitution ſtands, that it may grow worle, 


and not better by delay. Much has been aid of the great advan- 
tage procured for this country, by the exertions of parliament, in 


-rati- 
their order to defeat this bill; but has not that parliament the power 
hate to vote away, in one unlucky hour, all that has been acquired by 


the virtue of the people? Are the people therefore to blame if 
they deſire to take away that dangerous power ? 9 
We ought to give the bill a fair diſcuſſion, to be able to form 
a juſt idea of its 7 * ple ; and in order to bring the qualitications 
to their original form, the bill makes a certain reſidence ne- 
eſſary to have a right of voting for any place. Will gentlemen 
lay, this is innovation? The origin of your conſtitution ſays 
vt 1s not. I appeal to your ſtatute books to prove, that, within 
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a ſo years, an unconſtitutional act was made to diſpenſe with 9 | 
reſidence in the eleQors, If that ſtatute had a right to inno- 
vate on the conſtitution, can it be ſaid we have not a right to 


teſtore it? 


It is intended to bring in a ſchedule to the bill when it goes 4 
to the committee. I have a particular clauſe to introduce, when 2% 
gentlemen ſhew, by the committal, that they are reconciled to 


the principle: By the laws now ſubſiſting, a 405. freeholder may 


vote every where, but by this bill he is precluded all poſſibility 1 \ 


of voting for more than two repreſentatives. 


This queſtion, Sit, has been agitated both publicly and pri- 
vately, with the greateſt ardour, and the greateſt zeal, and gen- 
tlemen may depend on it, that the not ſuffering it to go into 2 


committee will not put an end to the ſubject. The people have 
ſet their hearts on its attainment, and the people will at length 


ſucceed. Lord Coke ſays, he never knew a great queſtion to 


be agitated, and afterwards renewed, that did not ſucceed. It 


acquires ſtrength from time to time, and the labour of the people, 


that always inſures. its ſucceſs, The attention ſhe wn this ſubject 
proves. the ſenſe the nation has of its rectitude. 

Norhing can put the neceſſity of regiſtering freeholds in a clearer 
light, than the enormous abuſes on the laſt election. In ſome 
counties in this kingdom, the poll continued for weeks, In one 


did, not a poll continue for three days; and could one gf the | 
great number polled, during that time, eſtabliſh his vote? This 


is an additional argument in favour of this bill, which enjoirs 

reſidence, and other qualifications, that would not only prevent 
r of n as freeholders, ſuch as were not ſo, but 
ca the polls in the kingdom to be taken in three days, as it 


requires a reſidence of twelve months, and orders the poll to be 


taken in the different baronies. 


Much has been ſaid of infringing charters, and much has been 
- argued from thence, in the oppoſition of this meaſure. Even the 
competence of parliament, in that reſpect, has been called a queſ- 
tion, and its legality. diſputed, But was it ever ſaid that to 

uſe, a revenue officer, or any other whom 
undue influence prohibited from making a proper uſe of it, was 
illegal ? Was it ever thought unjuſt to take away a privilege he 
was like to uſe againſt, and not for the conſtitution ? It would 
be abſurd to imagine it for a moment. In England, revenue and 
poſt-office officers were debarred the right of voting, becauſe they 
are under influence, and cannot be expected to make a conſtitu- 
tional uſe of their franchiſes. Perſons who have penſions are 
alſo precluded the right of voting, which, for the reaſons, 
no man ever thought unjuſt, Let thoſe gentlemen talk as they 
will of chartered rights, if they. are found inimical to the conſtitu- 


_ deprive of his 


tion, they ought to be diſchartered. 
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Gentlemen think it hard to deprive ſuch as have an influence 
in boroughs of what they call their property; but this is not 
depriving them of their property, but reſioring you to yours,— 
They have only with-held them from the public, and have no 
right to be rewarded for telinquiſhing them. They ſhould rather 
be puniſhed for having ſo long detained what was not their own, 
a for having preferred their private advantage to the public 
you I am not againſt making them a compenſation, though 

cannot ſufficiently wonder at their audacity when they require 
itz but if ſuch, recompence is to be made, pay them in money 
and not 1n conſtitution. 

The volunteers. were formerly inſulted, and the Roman Ca- 
tholics muſt now be exaſperated. But why ? To get rid of a 
meaſure, which would, by removing markets without doors, re- 
moye markets within, which would deprive a certain deſcription 
of men of the power of the nation, Will you ſuffer yourſelves to 
be lorded over, by the proprietors of rotten boroughs ? Will you 
ſuifer yourſelves to be dictated to by your fellow-ſubjects, who 
would not bear it from your king. | 

Mr. F/224, after mentioning the late ſale of Enniſcorthy, and 
the Shoreham caſe, and ſome proofs of the neceſlity of reform, and 
{aying, that Mr. Fox, and ſome other great characters, being 
friendly to the principle of this bill was 2 ſtrong evidence for 
its propriety, continued: If any gentleman can prepare any bet- 
ter, let him do ſo; but let the bill go to a committee, and there 
let it be diſcuſſed. If any man will propoſe any better plan I am 
very ready to adopt it; but until other gentlemen propoſe a 
better, I am in favour of the preſent. There is much influence 
and property in this Houſe, but will not the force of reaſon 

ſuthcient to overcome the principles of intereſt? In juſtice, 
this bill ought to be examined—it thould flow from the volun- 
tary act of the Houſe, I am an advocate for the principles of 
this bill; if it has defects, let them be remedied. I would not 
blame any man for his intirmities—I would not blame the prin- 
ciples of a bill that is to redreſs a known grievance, before 1 ex- 
amine it. Wie do not fit here to frame excuſes for ſo unwarrant= 
able an idea, Will any man ſay, that a borough ſhall be fold, 
and be a friend to the conſtitution ? How may this fault be 
remedied then? One Hon. e (Major Doyle) ſays it 
may be remedied by the adminiſtration of an oath to the elected; 
but this very oath is provided, in a clauſe in this bill. Sir, I 
ſay, the principle of chis bill is not to be ſhaken. It is calcu- 
lated to reſtore to its original purity, the only part of the con- 
ſtitution which requires it. Upon what principle will you re- 
ject it, unleſs you ſay, the rights of the community ought not 
to be reſtored? Here is an oath, that the elected had not pur- 
chaſed his feat, This is a meaſure which every one has called 
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- For, who only wants to have a free conſtitution, and all we * 
deſign is, that the conſtitution may be free. You have had a 
free commerce, which you derived from the laſt parliament, and up 
if you do not reſtore the conſtitution, future parliaments may fad 
undo all that has been done. Have you not a right to guard 

| thoſe acquiſitions? Corrupt majorities I have ſeen, and lament- 

* ed to have ſeenz they may in future undo every thing which 

{i . . . 

3 have been doing. Miniſters have led them into this Houſe ; 
have oppoſed, and conquered them too. I will prove to a de- 
monſtration, if called upon ſo to do, that they are not the re- 
preſentatives of the people. It has been ſaid, that this bill 
originated in Dengiages 3 but the principle has been approved 
of in every part of the kingdom. It has been ſaid that an effort 
to the ſame purpoſe was made in England, and had been rejected, 
and that it would be a dangerous innovation; but J ſay, there 
can be no danger; if there had been any, would it not have 
been contended againſt there, when it was ſo greatly and pow- 
erfully ſupported by ſome of the moſt reſpeQable characters in 
that country ? | 

Mr. Dennis Daly.—I riſe but to declare my principles, which 
are utterly repugnant to this bill. The diſpoſition manifeſted by 
the Houſe clearly ſhews that 1 need add nothing to what has 
been ſaid againſt it. The gentlemen who ſupport it have arraign- 
ed, and not without ſome cauſe, the preſent mode of returning 
the repreſentatives of the people That there are defects in our 
conſtitution I am ready to admit. I have long wiſhed to ſee 
them rectifed; my withes ſtill continue as ſtrong as ever, but 
my hope daily diminiſhes, for finding all plans either weak and 
viſionary, or like the preſent, dangerous and ineffeQual, I begin 
to think it is better | | 

—— Bear the ill we have, 
Than fly to others which we know net of. 

Whatever may have been ſaid of the Houſe of Commons, it 
cannot be denied that they are attentive to the intereſts and 
liberty of the people, and that they have reſtored freedom to this 
country. I ſpeak not this to preclude any other ſet of men 
from that ſhare of reputation which is due to them; for if the 
parliament in reſtoring liberty to their country, have ated in 
uniſon with the people, it 1s the ſtrongeſt proof that this bill 
is not neceſlary. | 

I ſhall not enter into the bill, which ſeems to be ſufficiently 
exploded by the gentlemen who have ſpoken before me; the 
very movers give it up as utterly untenable, or if they had any 
arguments they kept them to themſelves, for we have not heard 
any. They have indeed declaimed on general topics, as is their 
cuſtom, but not one argument in ſupport of this ſpecific plan: 
For a moment I am ready to allow, that the conftitution is as 
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bad as the reformers would make it; yet ſtill this bill is worſe, 
and were we to paſs it into a law, we ſhould have convention 
upon convention, adding patch upon patch, and every crazy 
faction in the kingdom, with an incendiary at their head, every 
idle ſchemer, and every buſy meddling prieit, oppoſing par- 
liament. f 

If there are deſects in the conſtitution, the proper method is 
to proceed with caution and moderation; to bring in à parti- 
cular bill for each defect, to wait till the operation of that bill 
has been tried, and if found advantageous to let it remain in 
force. Where the deareſt rights of men are concerned, we can- 
not proceed too ſſowly in making experiments, leſt by one raſh 
miſtake, (and even the Honourable Gentleman might miitake) we 
might forfeit that conſtitution which is the envy and adiuiras 
tion of the world. 

He then ſtated the partiality and inequality of the bill z which 
required a much greater number of voters to conſtitute a borough 
in Connaught, where proteſtant voters are few, than in Ulſter, 
where they are numetous; and after deriding the folly and ab- 
ſardity of ſuch a plan, concluded with giving his negative to 
the commitment of the bill. 

Mr. Flo:4 roſe to reply: — He had proceeded but a few words 
when he was called to order by the Right Hon. Jabn Hefter. Mr. 
Flood perſiſted, but the Houſe became clamorous in calling to 
otder, and the Speater riſing, declared the order, that no mem- 
der ſhould ſpeak twice in the ſame debate, except to explain, 
or by the ſpecial permiſſion of the Houſe. Mr. Flad then 
defired that the clerk ſhould read a particular clauſe. 

Mr. Forbes declared himſelf both for the bill and its pri 
ples; what we had till now, ſaid he, was not the —— 
ſtitution; what we now enjoy is not the Britiſh conſtitution: 
let us, therefore, while on the change, complete the work. 
Would you have boroughs, like that of Belifait, where fifteen 
thouſand electors have among them but nine who nominate ? 

Mr. Grattan.— The queſtion before the Houle, is, whether this 
bill ſhall be committed? And that queſtion thould be decided 
by the principle of the bill, and not by any defect in its clauſe. 
[ believe that the preſent bill never can be carried into effect; 
but may not 2 bill be formed by correcting all the defects of 
this bill, but ſtill preſerving ics principles ? Every gentleman 
that thinks this may be done, will vote for the bill going into 
2 committee; becauſe that is the place to make alteration or 
improvement. 

That this bill is an innovation on the conſtitution I deny; the 
fundamental principles of the conſtitution are abuſed by the cot- 
ruption of boroughs, and if they are, reformation becomes ne- 
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cefſary. This bill goes to firſt principles; it is an innovation 
upon abuſe; but it is a renovation of the conſtitution. What 
was the octennial bill, what are our election laws but innovations 
upon abuſes, and renovations of firſt principles? Our forefa- 
- thers were not ſo appprehenſive of innovation; the great charter 

was an innovation upon tyranny ; the bill of rights was allo 
— 3 but they were both reſtorations of the peo- 

e's rights. ; | 

It is ſaid that this bill will encreaſe both the oligarchical and 
democratical factions of the ſtate ; this J think is impoſſible; the 
power of the commons and of the people are the ſame, and he is 
a bad man who would wiſh to ſeparate them. It is not three 
hundred gentlemen fitting in * that are commons of 
Ireland, but thoſe gentlemen and their conſtituents together; it 
is this alliance that gives ſtrength and longevity to our conſtitu- 

tion, which long ago would have fallen under tyranny, if not 
ſupported by the people; this is the cauſe why the conſtitution 
of England has not fallen, as that of France has done for want 
of ſuch an invigorating principle. 

Another argument is, that we ought not to disfranchiſe thoſe 
perſons who at preſent enjoy the right of voting in boroughs ;” 
but can that be called a Canchiſe: which is uſed as a private 
property, either to be ſold or given away? beſides we 1mpoſe 
no hardſhip on thoſe people, but what the law has already im- 
P z for the law of the land diſallows the ſelling ſeats in par- 

t. N ; 

I have declared my approbation of the principle of the bill, 
and will vote to have it commirted—ſo far will I go and no far- 
ther. I will not commit the parliament, nor give my conſent to 
any act or reſolution, or expreſſion injurious to the commons, 
becauſe that would be to diſcredit their authority and impeach 
the law- makers; and what have we been contending for, but the 
fupremacy of our parliament? I acknowledge our conſtitution 
has ſome defects, but ſuch as it is, it is the beſt exiſting; and 
though it may be a proper ſubje& for reform, it ought not to be 
the ſubject of calumny. Mr. Pitt has ſet us proper example; ani- 
mated with his father's patriotic ſpirit, he withed to invigorate 
the conſtitution of his country, to ſupply it with ſtrength, and 
remedy its infirmitiesz but he felt a dutiful reſpect which re- 
ſtrained him from any violent or raſh proceeding. He knew that 
if by any exceſs of the reformer, a reform was once loſt, every 
hope muſt periſh with it. 

Gentlemen have intimated that diſcontents may prevail among 
the volunteers and the people if this meaſure ſhould be rejected; 
doubt not there may be ſome little ebullition z but nothing lei 
than a miracle could convince me that they will ever violate 
the public peace and good order; they are reſtrained by the 
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conſtitution they poſſeſs, and by the fame which they have ac- 
quired. When I declare this opinion of the volunteers, I know 
I ſpeak before men, who in conjunction with them have done 
more than the barons at Runnymade, or the convention parlia- 
ment : Men who have acquired more by wiſdom and diſcretion, 
than others with the ſword. I do not like the diſtinction, which 
ſays, the people and not parliament acquired the” great objects 
for which this country lately contended—the diſtinction is not 
Juſt or true—they were acquired by an happy concurrence and 
union of both. ”  . 

Who acquired the free-trade? The Houſe of Commons. 

Who acquired the repeal of the 6th Geo. I.? The Houſe of 
Commons. | 

Who reſtored the appellant juriſdiction? The Houſe of Com- 
mons. 

Who framed an Iriſh mutiny bill? The Houſe of Com- 
mons. 

In a word, who obtained all that could be demanded or de- 
fired ? The Houſe of Commons, backed, not bullied, by the 
volunteers—ſupported, but not intimidated. The volunteers ne- 
ver did, nor ever would attempt to overawe that parliament 
under whom they formed—that parliament which they have 
pledged their lives and fortunes to ſupport. | 

As the principle of this bill, Sir, goes to a reform, I will vote 
for having it go into a committee z the defeQive clauſes may 
there be altered, as was done in the caſe of the bill for reliev- 
ing our catholic fellow ſubjects, which I had the happineſs to 
ſupport. The Right Hon. Gentleman who introduced that bill, 
being convinced of its imperfeCtion, conſented to a total altera- 
tion cf its form; retaining its principle and ſpirit; the ſame thing 
may be done with this bill; and I ſincerely wiſh it may have the 
ſame effect. : 

Between three and four o*clock on Sunday morning, the queſ- 
tion, whether the bill ſhould be committed, was put, and on a 
diviſion the numbers were, 


Ayes, AIG 35 
Noes, 3 3 159 
Majority againſt the bill, 74 


MonDpay, MARCH 22, 1784. | 
The order of the day being called for going into the inſol- 


vent bill | 
Mr. Chatterton moved an inſtruction to the committee to com- 
pel perſons in goal, who chuſe to remain there, rather than pa7 
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+ their juſt debts, to give an account of their effects on oath 3 
whic! , after ſome converſation, he withdrew, for fear of endan- 
gering the bill. : 

The Right Hon. Jchn Ponſonby preſented a petition from the 
incorporated ſociety for promoting charter ſchools, praying par- 
liamentary aid. Ordered to lie on the table. 


The Houſe, according to order, proceeding to take into fur» 
ther conſideration the report of the ſelect committee, appointed 
to try the merits of the petition of William Alexander Engliſh, 
Eſq; complaining of an undue election and return for the borough 
of Enniſcorthy, in the county of Wexford | 
And William Alexander Engliſh having attended, according 
to order, he was called in, and was heard in his defence, and 
then ordered to withdraw. 

And Sir Veſey Colclough, Baronet, having attended in his 
place, according to order, he was keard in his place. 

The reſolution of the committee, relative to the miſconduct 
5 the returning- officer, was upon motion read, and is as fol- 
os: 0 

Reſolved, That it is the opinion of this committee, that the 
returning- officer, Sir Veſey Colclough, Baronet, was guilty of 
miſconduct previous to the late election, by having acted under 
the corrupt influence of the ſaid William Alexander Engliſh, and 
endeavouring to procure the election of the ſaid William Alex- 
ander Englith for the borough of Enniſcorthy, during the preſent 
parliament. | 

Reſolved, n-m. cen. T hat the Houſe do agree with the com- 
mittee in the ſaid reſolution. | 

Ordered, That his Majeſty's Attorney General be directed to 
proſecute Sir Veſey Colclough, Baronet, and William Alexan- 
der Engliſh, Eſq; for the offence mentioned in the faid reſolu- 
tion, and in the minutes of the committee. 


Mr. Auncſley ſaid, that before the Chriſtmas receſs, he had mov- 
ed to bring in a bill for ſettling the police of Dublin, but being 
informed that the corporation had it in contemplation to · ꝓropoſe a 
bill for the purpoſe, he bad declined purſuing the ſubject. A long 
time had now elapſed and no bill was brought in, he deſired there- 
fore the repreſentatives of the city would inform the Houſe 
— or not they intended to bring in any bill for the pur- 
poſe 

Mr. Hartley anſwered, there was a bill now preparing. 

Sir Jen Blagutere ſaid, he had minutely inquired into the mat- 
ter, and was clear in opinion, the Honourable Members who re- 
preſent Dublin had been impoſed on, and that no ſuch thing was 
zntended, He then preſented the report of the committee on the 
cleanſing of the fircets, which was agreed to. eee 
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The Prowft- reported from the committee on the bill for diſ- 
charging perſons acquitted without fees, 

He alſo moved for leave to bring in a bill for widening the 
ſtreets of Cork, and building bridges therein. 


The inſolvent debtors bill, in cuſtody, was reported, and the 
conſideration adjourned to next day. 


The following bills received a third reading, were paſſed, and 
ordered to the Lords, viz. 
The poſt-office bill. 
Limerick gaol bill. 
Waterford police, and revenue bills. 


% 


Mr. Molyneux made his promiſed motion, That it is the opi- 
nion of this Houſe, that the Chancellor of the Exchequer, and 
the Maſter of the Rolls, ought to be reſidents in this kingdom.” 

Sir Edavard Newenham ſeconded the motion. 

Mr. George Montgomery and Mr. Brookes ſupported it on the 
ground of their being offices of great public truſt and utility. 

The Attorney General ſaid, that if the Maſter of the Rolls was 
compelled to become a reſident and efficient officer, it would ren- 
der the buſineſs of the Court of Chancery more prolix and tedious 
than it is at preſent. At preſent there is an appeal from the de- 
ciſion of a Maſter in Chancery to the Chancellor in perſon, there 
would then be an appeal from the Maſter in Chancery to the Maſter 
of the Rolls, and another from the Maſter of the Rolls to the Chan- 
cellor in perſon. This, he faid, would be attended with delay, 
and inconvenience to the ſuitors, and would give great additional 
reaſon to curſe the law's delay. 

General Luttrell alſo denied that a Maſter of the Rolls was a 
neceſſary officer in Ireland; he aſſerted, on the contrary, that the 
office would be miſchievous, that it would render the buſineſs of 
the Court of Chancery more circuitous, and that it would be more 
difficult to thread the eye of equity than even at preſent, He 
aſſured the Houſe that the buſineſs of the Court of Chancery was 
mere play to Lord Chancellor Lifford, and that his lordſhip himſelf 
had declared in the Houſe of Lords, that the aſſiſtance of a Maſter 
of the Rolls was unneceſſary. 

It was true, he ſaid, that there was a Maſter of the Rolls in 
England, ſo was there a Chief Juſtice in Air. There was alſo 
five times the buſineſs in the Court of Chancery in England that 
there was in that of Ireland; that therefore, if one er of the 
Rolls was neceſſary here, five would be neceſſary there. The ſui- 
tors money in England he eſtimated at ſeven millions ſterling, here 
it ſcarcely amounted to eighty thouſand pounds. He ſaid, that 
the Chancellor of England fat in his court from nine till three, be- 


ſides fitting frequently in the evening; here the Chancellor ſat 
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from half aſter eleven till two, being two hours and an half each 
day that he did fit, but theſe days were not by one-third ſo many 
as the fitting davs in England, which was evident from the no- 
tices conſtantly given in the news papers, of the days the Chan- 
cellor ſat, and of the buſineſs deſtined for each day. It was there- 
fore, he aid, a libel on Lord Liford, to ſuppoſe there could be 
any arrear in his court, otherwiſe he would fit longer; nay, that 
he coald do twice. the buſineſs if neceſſary was clear, only from 


fitting from ten to three; which was one hour ſhort of what the 


Chancellor fat in England, and twice the number of hours the bu- 
ſineſs of the court now required his lordſhip to fit 3 beſides, from 
his lordſhip's practice, it muſt be believed that it was not ne- 
- -ceſſary for him to fit in the afternoon at all, and therefore it was 
impoſſible that there ſhould be any arrear in his court. 

He faid, the beſt proof poſſible of the Lord Chancellor of Ireland 
having done his duty by the public, was the hereditary honours 
not long ſince beſtowed upon his lordſhip by our glorious ſove- 
reign ; the preferments both in court and ſtate heaped upon his ta- 
mily and kindred. That the fair fame cf the name of Hewit, had 
ind aced a moſt reſpectable borough in the north to call upon one 
of his ſons, as the moſt popular character they could find to re- 
preſent them. That the ſuperfluity of his lordſhip's income, ſe- 
cured affluence to all his family, and that all theſe "things, toge- 
ther with the teſtimony of a clear conſcience, wound up his lord- 
ſhip's bottom. He therefore repeated, Lord Lifford was juſt as his 
motto, feared no enquiry ; did his duty by the public, and want- 
ed no aſſiſtance from a Matter of the Rolls 

But, continued the Genera/, whenever it ſhall pleaſe Providence 
not to ſuffer his lordſhip to continue longer on earth, when an 
unworthy ſucceſfor ray Ph high office, poſſefling nearer ten than 
nine thouſand pounds a year, which the ſeals were now become, 
ſhould ſuffer a deſtructive arrear to accumulate in the court of 
chancery, and ſhould delay, deny, or (by extorted fees) ſhould 
fell juſtice, and ſhould eftabliſh or encourage ſuch a ſyſtem of in- 
junction rg? as to fink the value of our lands, and prevent 
this fi oming a trading country ; and that ſuch a Chancellor 
ſhould not even try to get through the buſineſs of the court, but 
perſiſt in fitting only two hours and an half a day on the days he 
condeſcended to fit at all: he ſaid, if ever this country ſhould be 
ſo inſulted by a future Chancellor, he ſhould expect that the Hon. 
Gentleman, inſtead of moving for a Maſter of the Rolls to aſſiſt him 
would move for an enquiry into his conduct; and he flattered 
himſelf if the Commons did not impeach ſuch a Chancellor, they 
would at leaſt ſend him to Coventry. 
| The ſtings of a guilty conſcience muſt in the mean time pur- 
ſue ſuch a character; long cauſe and ſhort cauſe, replication and 

amendment, writ of error and appeal, bankrupt and idiot, would 
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ull aſide his curtains, and rob him of that ſſeep which his delays 
fad ſo often raviſhed from the tormented ſuitors of his court, and 
utterly deſtroy the digeſtion of thoſe big wig dinners be ſeldom 
probably would omit to partake of, 

Having mentioned the ſeals being worth from nine to ten thou- 
ſand pounds a year, he obſerved that the biennial vote of 30000. 
to the Chancellor from the Houſe of Lords as their ſpeaker, 
ſhould be diſcontinued, if ſuch a perſon as he had deſcribed ſhould 
at any time hold the ſeals ; but that as it had originated with lord 
Lifford, it ſhould alſo ceaſe with him. It is true, 1000/, had 
been ſo granted to Lord Chancellor Bowes the laſt year of his life; 
but that ſum had been permanently fixed to the ſalary of the pre- 
ſent Chancellor by Lord Townſhend, in order that his lordſhip 
might be independent: Indeed Lord Lifford's contempt of mo- 
ney was too well known to fuppoſe it would warp his integrity 
but his ſucceſſor might be unlike, and therefore he hoped, even 
now, the Commons would humbly intercede with their lordſhips, 
to ceaſe beſtowing any pecuniary gratification upon their 5 
as long as that ſpeaker ſhould be one of the judges of the land: 
that it was indecorous that the chief equity judge, who decided 
not according to the letter of the law, but according to his con- 
ſcience, ſhould be a penſioner at pleaſure on the Lords, At this 
time too, when ſuch a becoming jealouſy had been ſhewn of the 
judges being dependent on the crown, and though this might not 
thake the integrity of a Chancellor in matter between a peer and 
commoner, yet the public might think it had its effect, and a 
Chancellor, like Cæſar's wife, ought not to be ſuſpected. 

He concluded with ſaying, that he looked upon the maſter of 
the rolls not as an efficient officer, but his place as an honourable 
ſinecure; and that whenever Lord Lifford choſe to retire, and 
enjoy etium et pecuniam cum dignitate, he ſhould rejoice to ſee his 
lordſhip in that ſtation, provided he did interfere with the buſineſs 
of his facceſſor in the court of chancery. | 

The queſtion of adjournment being moved, was carried with- 
out a diviſion. 


—  —— — —— 


Tuespay, Maxcn 23, 1784. 


Ordered, that the Houſe do reſolve itſelf into a committee of 
ways and means to-morrow, | 


Sir Jobn Blaquiere acquainted the Houſe, that ſeveral meetings 
had been held for the purpoſe of deviſing ſome plan for the conti- 
deration of parliament, to regulate the police of this city. The 
objeQts of regulation were many and various, ſuch as liektiag, 
watching, paving, &c. All theſe he would have included in one 
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act. Some fund ought to be appropriated to this purpoſe ; he 
would have the regulation of the police in one board. He then 
went through a long calculation, which tended to ſhew, that the 
yearly ſums now applied, with ſo little effect, were jobbed into 
the pockets of thoſe intruſted with the management of them, and 
taat the ſtreets and footways might be kept in as good order 
as Eſſex-bridge, for leſs than the one-third of the money at pre- 
ſent fo ill expended. He knew perſons who were ready to con- 
traQ for keeping the ſtreets in order for one per cent. which now 
ſtands the public at 22 per cent. It was a melancholy thing, to 
ſee the poor with bits of broken bottles, or tea cups, taking drops 
of water, where the pipes in the ſtreets happen to break: other- 
wiſe, if they had but a penny, they muſt lay it out in whiſkey 
at ſome of thoſe little public houſes,- which are ſo great a nui- 
ſance, in order to procure a little water. It would be therefore 
proper to ere fountains in certain places for the purpoſe of ſup- 

ying the poor. He thought ſeven direQors ſhould be appointed 

y the act, who were to name five commiilioners; and as no 
labour comes dearer to the public, than what 1s ſaid to be given 
for nothing, he would have 20%. allowed them every day they 
attended, and that all the other officers alſo ſhould have ſalaries. 
He would have the funds appropriated to that purpoſe, applied 
to pay off the principal and intereſt of their 16,000/, He would 
have any deficiencies made up from the funds of the linen board, 
which he proved to be more than adequate to their purpoſes, and 
moſt ſcandalouſly miſapplied in jobs, and profuſe ſalaries, to 
nominal or unneceſſary officers and ſervants. The income of the 
linen board, he ſaid, was 26,000/. a year, a ſum only ſquan- 
dered away in partial and unneceſſary grants, and douceurs, and 
with ſo little juſtice, that the Houſe could hardly find time to 
do any thing elſe, it was ſo teized with complaints of the linen 


Mr. Feſler thought himſelf entitled, in a particular manner, to 
fay ſomething on the preſent occaſion. He had formerly brought 
in a bill for the paving, &c. of the city of Dublin. This bill had 
procured him a name, as he had the honour to be baptized John 
the Paviour; but at the rate the Right Hon. Gentleman went on, 
he was likely to eaſe him of his burthen, and become Sir x" the 
Paviour. He aſked if gentlemen would take from the linen 
board the means of encouraging the manufactures of this country, 
to pave the ſtreets of Dublin? 4000“. a year were expended in 
premiums for encouraging the growth of flax-ſeed, which might 
be had as good here as imported. But perhaps the Right Hon. 
Gentleman thougkt this 4000“. A year might be better laid out on 
paving and cleaning the ſtreets. As for him, as he thought it 
unjuſt one parc of the kingdom ſhould be taxed for the excluſive 
advantage of another, he would not give the money of his con- 
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ſtituents to pave the ſtreets of Dublin. If they were not them- 
ſelves rich enough to pave them, they ought to be contented 
with the preſent pavement, 

Alderman Warren faid, that when he had the honour to be 
chief magiſtrate, on his entry into office, he had written to the 
lord mayor of London for a plan of the ſyſtem of police uſed in that 
metropolis. He had alſo written to Sir — Wright for the 
ſame purpoſe, and conducted himſelf during his mayoralty, by 
the communications thoſe gentlemen were pleaſed to make him. 

Mr. Ci vindicated the linen board, and ſeemed angry that 
a ſet of gentlemen inferior in rank and fortune to no body what- 
ever, ſhould be, as he ſaid, ſtigmatized by one of their own mem- 
bers (Sir John Blaquiere) ; they were not to be blamed for the 
miſconduct of thoſe officers under them, in the different parts ef 
the kingdom. 

Sir fobu Blaquiere moved for leave to bring in a bill for clean- 
ſing and repairing the ſtreets, &c. of the city of Dublin, and for 
ereQing fountains therein, 

Alderman Warren thought the word fountains might be omitted, 
as the grand jury had preſented for the purpoſe. 

Mr. Green ſaid, the revenues 2 from the tolls of the me- 
tropolis were ample, and might afford a ſuperfluity, more than 
ſufficient to anſwer the purpoſes of the Right Hon. Gentleman's 
bill, without proceeding to the injuſtice of making the reſt of the 
| nation pay for their convenience. A particular friend of his, 
General Walſhe, had imported two Newfoundland pups, for 
which he was obliged to pay fixpence toll. This one inſtance 
would ſerve to convey an idea of the income ariſing from the 
tolls, which was ſquandered in guttling and entertainments, by 
the aldermen, inſtead of being applied to the purpoſes for which it 
was originally intended, 

Leave was granted accordingly. 


Houſe reſolved itfelf into a committee on Sir Edward Newen- 
ham's bill for qualification of county juſtices ——The bill read 
and reported, 


Mr. Chatterton reported from the committee appointed to exa- 
mine the election laws, that the multiplying of the election laws, 
produces confuſion, delay, and unneceſſary expence at elections. 
That one act of parliament to regulate elections for counties, ci- 
ties, boroughs, and all places returning members to parliament, 
to aſcertain the qualifications of voters, to eſtabliſh an univerſal 
regitiry of freeholders, and to direct the conduct of ſheriffs and 
other returning officers, would be an uſeful law to this coun- 
try. | 
Ordered, that Sir Francis Hutchinſon and Mr. Chattertan do 
Prepare a bill accordingly. 
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Mr. Chatterton reported from the committee on the ſalvage and 
ſhipwreck bill. ——Ordered to be engroſſed. 


— 


Werks DAV, Mach 24, 1784. 


The report of the committee of the whole Houſe, on the bill 
for the relief of inſolvent debtors in cuſtody, was continued, and 
after ſome trivial alterations, the bill was ordered to be engroſſed. 


The Attorney General moved his clauſe to be inſerted in the 
naturalization bill, for exempting from the payment of duty, all 
tools and implements of manufacture belonging to the Geneveſe. 

Mr. Gardiner ſaid, that books and houſehold furniture ſhould 
alſo be exempted, but made no motion thereon, on being told, 


by Mr. Beresford, that books paid a trifling duty, and houſehold * 


furniture none. 

Alderman Warren ſaid, that the exemption ſhould be limited 
to twelve months, as by that time they might get any tools they 
ſhonld want, made here. 

The clauſe was accordingly altered to operate for one year 
only, and ordered to be inſerted in the bill. 

Mr. Gardiner objected to the clauſe in the bill for excluding 
foreigners from the office of privy counſellors and members of 
either houſe of parliament, and hoped it would be expunged, as 
it would be a means of encouraging the principal foreigners to 
live amongſt us. 

This was oppoſed by the Attorney General, as improper to open 
the ſenate and the great offices to ſtrangers, without trying them 
or knowing their principles. 

Mr. Gardiner gave up his projected motion, —He then deſired 
to know from the gentlemen in the Houſe, what day they would 
fix for the conſideration of the report and evidence on the ſtate of 
the trade, which he hoped would be for a ſhort day, as it was be- 
come a matter of neceſſity, for if deferred longer, there would 
not be time for coming to a determination of this important ſub- 
jeQ this ſeſſion; he would therefore mention Friday or Monday 
next, before the Houſe grew thinner. 

Mr. Beresford ſaid, as the evidence is very voluminous, it re- 
— * to conſider thereof, and he would move for Friday 

e'nnight. 

Mr. Daly and other gentlemen wiſhed for further time to con- 
ſider the report of the evidence. After ſome debate the queſtion 
was put on the long day as an amendment, 

Ayes, os _ 43 
Noes, = — — 23 


Majority, — 20 


2. 2 


_ 
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Mr. Gardiner then moved, that the Houſe reſolve itſelf into a 
committee of the whole Houſe, to conſider of the report on Fri- 
day ſe'nnight.— Ordered. 


Mr. Iſaac Corry ſaid, as he found there were great difficulties 
and obſections to the paving bill which he had brought in, he 
would withdraw the ſame, and leave it to abler hands till next 
leſſions. 


Read a ſecond time, the bill for making Tullamore the aſſizes 
town of the King's county. 

Sir William Parſons moved, that it ſhould be committed. 

Sir William Ponſonby oppoſed the commitment. The bill, he 
{aid, had been hurried forward with ſo much precipitation, that 
it was not poſſible for many perſons whoſe property would be 
greatly injured, to petition againſt it; he therefore hoped the 
Houſe would guard the property of thoſe perſons who had not an 
opportunity of defending it themſelves. 

. Maſon ſaid, that — the place of holding the aſſizes 
tor any county was a matter of very great moment; but in the 
preſent caſe, the perſons who ſupported the meaſure had not only 
omitted to give notice to thoſe whom it immediately concerned, 
but had omitted to inform government of their intention. He 
ſaid, that where an advantage was intended to one place, by 
granting a fair or market to be holden there, the writ ad quod 
damnum was always iſſued, that reſtitution might be made to any 
other place that poſſibly might be injured by it. 

The Attorney General ſaid, that the want of accommodation in 
Philipſtown was ſo great, that a removal of the aſſizes to Tulla- 
more was, in his opinion, an act of abſolute necellity ; the in- 
convenient ſituation of Philiptown, in the centre of the great bog 
of Allen, ſo unſtable that a troop of horſe trotting hard through 
it, would ſhake every britcle thing to pieces ; lying at the very 
extremity of the county, forty miles dittant from ſome other parts 
of it, together with a tho ſand diſagreeable circumſtances, that 
every man who goes the Leinſter circuit muſt experience, made 
him wiſh to have the aſſizes for the King's county held at Tulla- 
more. 

Sir Auneſley Stewart oppoſed the bill. A noble Lord who held 
his eſtate on Condition ct providing at all times accommodation 
tor his Majeſty's judges, when prehding at the aſſizes at Philipſ- 
town, had very lately expended 1 3ool. in improving that town 
and the court-houſe for their accommodation; and were the aſ- 
lizes to be removed, that noble Lord's eſtate would {ſuffer great 
injury: and though Tullamore contained a greater number of 


NR he hoped that would not influence che opinion of the 
oule. l 
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Mr. 'Cuffe ſaid, he never would conſent to change property, 
without making reſtitution to the perſons injured. . 


The queſtion, whether the bill ſhould be committed, being * 
put, there appeared, low 
| Ayes, — — 23 | 


Noes, 2 — — 35 


The Houſe then reſolved itſelf into a committee of ways and 
means, Mr. Foſter in the chair. 


Mr. Latouche moved, that the tax of one ſhilling per ton on low 
coals imported, not being the production of Ireland, ſhould be * 
continued till the year 1810 After ſome converſation, the IN 
motion was agreed to, and Mr. Foſter reported. fine 

Mr. Beresford, after informing the Houſe that on account of the nid 
removal of the cuſtom-houſe, many perſons would be induced to At 
build in the neighbourhood of the North-ſtrand, and this would * 

tly enhance the price of the ground, which the commiſſioners * 
or widening the ſtreets had in contemplation to purchaſe, if that ö 0 


ground was not immediately valued; he therefore recommended 
that the valuation ſhould immediately commence ; and in order 
to pay the expence, he moved, That an humble addreſs be - 
preſented to his Excellency the Lord Lieutenant, that he will be | 


pleaſed to recommend to his Majeſty the ifſuing of his royal let- — 
ter, for a ſum not exceeding 10,000/. for that purpoſe.” a 
Ordered accordingly; and a committee nominated to prepare can 
the ſame, | - 
Mt. Bolton moved for leave to bring in a bill for explaining and fro: 
2mending the acts of the 11th and 12th years of his preſent Ma- ( 
jeſty, for aſſerting and ſupporting the privileges of parliament, - 
and for making the ſame perpetual.——Ordered. 
Mr. Filer brought in a bill for the improvement of the linen 18 
manufacture. Ordered to be read a ſecond time to-morrow. ( 
tio 
— ing 
| tax 
Tuunxs par, Mach 25, 1784. | 
Immediately after the Speaker had taken the chair, the Houſe, . 
purſuant to order, reſolved itſelf into a committee on the inland 4 | 
liſhery bill, Mr. Hayes in the chair. - 
The Frede moved a clauſe to the bill, purporting, that who- þ ; 
ever thould, after certain notice, perſiſt in retaining illegal weirs, 10 
ſhould be puniſhed with fine and impriſonment. > 
On the motion cf the Right Hon. Mr. O' Neil, the fine was 1 a 
limited to 10l. and the impritonment to fix weeks. W 
Mr. Gerrge Ogle informed the committee, that it would be neceſ- 5 


fary to provide jagainſt a certain cuſtom prevalent in this coun- 


; 
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ry, which was of pernicious tendency to the inland fiſheries. 
Wn the month of September, he ſaid, it was uſual for large fiſh 
o come up to ſpawn. They generally made choice of the ſhal- 
low waters for this purpoſe. This ſeaſon of the year was gene- 
rally accompanied with a light froſt, which made the water yet 
hallower. The males went up a great way to make beds for the 
females to lay their ſpawn in. At this time the country people 
uſually light wiſps of firaw over the water, on ſight of which the ſal- 
mon come to the ſurface of the water, and are io fooltth as to fol- 
low the light the diſtance of twenty yards, till led to ſome con- 
nient place where they are ſpeared. He inſtanced the river 
Slaney, to ſkew how pernicious this practice had been to the inland 
filher\, He lived near it, and his hcuſe, ſome time ſince, got 
fiſh from that river to the amount of fifty and ſixty pounds a year. 
At preſent this river did not afford one ſalmon. He then moved, 
that any perſcn convicted of preventing, by net or otherwiſe, 
ſalmon or other large fiſh from ſpawning, ſhould be puniſhed with 
a fine cf ten pounds, and impriſonment of three months.—Clauſe 
inſerted. | 

Alderman H/arren moved a like clauſe for protecting the ſpawn 
from ifland-bridge to Poolbeg; which was alſo inſerted. 

The Right Hon. J:4n C* ve1l faid,. that he would wiſh the ſame 
mode adopted in this, that is in caſes of illegal diſtilleries, where 
the informer was i: titled to half the penalty. However, as he 
only threw this out for the conſideration of the committee, he 
would not trouble the Houſe with the motion. | 

The Speaxer now took the chair, and Mr. Hayes reported 
from the committee, that they had gone through the bill. 
Ordered to be read a third time to-morrow. 


The bill for regulating the goals of this kingdom, was, on the 
motion of Mr. Holmes, read a tirit time. 


| Ordered, on the motion of the Prewef?, that it be an infiruc- 
tion to the committee of tupply, to receive a clauſe for exempt- 


ing coals brought for the public coal-yards from the additional 
tas. - 


Sir J:hn Blaqniere urging the neceſlity of ſome temporary re- 
pairs to paving the ſtreets of this city, this ſummer, to prevent 
them from running to irreparable decay, moved for an addreſs of 
the Houſe to his Grace the Lord Lieutenant, fignifying their 
humble requeſt to his Majeſty, for granting the tum of 2700!/. 
for the temporary repairs of the pavement of this city; and that 
the ſuperintendency of ſuch repairs, and laying out of ſaid ſum 
for that purpoſe, be veſted in Sir John Blaquiere, Alderman 
Warren, and William Colville, Efq.—The motion paſſed with- 
Out a diviſion, 
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The Houſe in a committee on the bill for diſcharging priſoner; 
acquitted without fees, and preſenting ſuch fees for clerks of the ta 
crown, &c, Sir Francis Hutchinſon in the chair. | 

The Frevel was not for limiting, but giving a diſcretionary 
power to the grand jury of every county, for preſenting or not 
the fees accruing to the officers of the court from priſoners dil- | 
charged by virtue of this act. This diſcretionary power had 
been veſted in grand juries ſince the year 1763, and no inconve- | 
nience aroſe or complaint exhibited, of any abuſe thereof; he 
was therefore of opinion, that grand juries were the moſt comp.- 
tent judges. of what fums to grant on ſuch occaſions, and diſap- 
proved of any limitation. 
The Prime Serjeant condemned the practice often made ule of 
by ſome clerks of the crown, of ſubſtituting ignorant pertons to 
ſupply their place as deputies, whence much perplexity enſued 
in trials, from blunders in drawing up indictments, tending often m 
to the evaſion of a culprit from juttice, and ſometimes endan- 
gering the life of an innocent ſubject. He repreſented to the 

ouſe that the crown buſineſs in various countics and at various Ci 

times, were eventually diſproportionate, therefore, that a diſcre- 
tionary power in grand juries would better anſwer the purpole of 

rewarding officers adequate to their merit and labour, than a li- 
mited one, to anſwer the end propoſed by the act. 

Mr. Chatterton remarked, that the clauſe objected to by the 
Right Honourable Gentleman, was not mandatory on grand ju- 
ries, but rather diſcretionary, as it implied nothing more than 
That a grand jury might preſent ſuch a tum or ſums to a clerk 
of the crown, &c. as not to exceed the fees ariſing on the diſ- 
charge of ſuch priſoners.” After which the Right Honourable 
Gentlemen withdrawing their oppoſition, the bitl was read through, 
and ordered to be committed on Saturday. | 


The Attorney General moved for leave to bring in heads of a 
bill, for the better ſecuring of money lodged in the Exchequer.— 
Leave granted. 
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Faipay, Maxrcu 26, 1784. 


The Honourable General Luttrell preſented to the Houſe, 
' according to order, a bill for the more effectual diſcovery and 
proſecuting offenders called houghers, and for the ſupport and 
maintenance of ſoldiers or other perſons houghed, maimed, and 
diſabled by ſuch offenders; which was received and read a hill 
time, and ordered to be read a ſecond time to-morrow morning. 


The Houſe in a committee on the bill for licenſing haw ker 
and pedlars, the Solicitor General in the chair, 
Reported ſome progreſs, ordered to fit again to-morrow. 
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Guneral Luttrell moved, that the clerks of the Houſe aſcer“ 
tain their fees on private bills this ſeſſion.—Ordered. 


Agreed to the report of the committee on the addreſs to the 
Lord Lieutenant, to requeſt his Majeſty to grant 10,000/. from 
the treaſury to the commiſſioners for widening and opening the 
avenues of the city of Dublin. | 


A meſſage from the Lords by the Maſters in Chancery, with 
three bills, which they had _ to. 

Another meſſage from the fame, by Judge Robinſon, that they 
had agreed to a money bill, ſent from this Houſe, | 


The Houſe in a committee, Mr. Lloyd in the chair, on the 
bill for making and widening roads in mountainous and remot2 
places. 


Reported ſome progreſs, and leave given to fit again ta- 
morrow. 


The Attorney Genera! brought in a bill for the better promul- 
gation of the ſtatute law of this kingdom, by furniſhing every 


county with the ſame, at the national expence.—Ordered to be 
read a ſecond time to-morrow. 


Mr. Had, according to order, reported from the committee 
of the whole Houſe, appointed to take into conſideration the 
motion of yeſterday, That an humble addreſs be preſented to his 
Grace the Lord Lieutenant, that he will be leaſed to lay before 
his Majeſty the humble defice of this Houſe, that his Majeſty 
will be graciouſly pleaſed to grant to the commillioners appointed 
by act of parliament for making a wide and convenient way, ſtreet 
and paſſage, from Eſſex- bridge to the Caſtle of Dublin, a ſum 
not exceeding the ſum of 10,000/. towards enabling them to 
open the paſſages from Drogheda-ſtreet to Mabbot-ftreet, and to 
remove the glaſs-houſes lying in and near that line, and that this 
Houſe will make good the ſame, the reſolution which the com- 
mittee had directed him to report to the Houſe, which he read in 
his place, and after delivered in at the table, where the ſame 
Was read, and agreed to. 

Ordered, That the ſaid addreſs be preſented to his Grace the 
Lord Lieutenant by ſuch members of this Houſe as are of his 
Majeſty's moſt honourable privy council. 


Sir John Blaquiere reported from the committee on the addreſs 
to the Lord Lieutenant, requeſting his Majeſty to grant out of 
the treaſury 2,700/, for the repair of the ſtreets of Dublin, and 
that the Houſe would make good the ſame.—Report ordered to 
be received to-morrow, | 45 

He moved, that the proper officer ſhould forthwith lay 
before the Houſe, an account of the duties on carriages appro- 
priated for the uſe of the inland navigation. Ordered. 

Vol. III. H 
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Mr. ⸗Chatrertan reported from the committee on the bill for 
aſcertaining the qualification of juſtices of the peace for counties 
at _ to the report, and the bill ordered to be in- 


. Alderman Warren moved for a clauſe to aſcertain the bounty 
on the land carriage of malt, barley and bere.—Ordered, 


_ — — 


SATURDAY, Makcu 27, 1784. 


Meſſage from the Lords, that their lordſhips had agreed to 
f bills without any amendments. 

Some bills being reported, the Houſe reſolved itſelf into a 
committee on the Vit for eſtabliſhing a phyſical ſchool in this 
kingdom, Honourable Mr. Hutchinſon in the chair. 

The bill being read till it was come to the clauſe for veſting 
the election of profeſſors in the preſident of the college of phy- 
ſicians and fellows at large, 

Mr. Arthur Brown moved, that it ſhould be in the preſident, 
or in his abſence, in the vice-preſident and cenſors for the time 


The Proeveſi moved a long amendment, the purport of which 
was, that the preſident and vice-preſident ſhould, on the day 
previous to the day of election, or in caſe that day ſhould be 

unday or Chriſtmas-day, on the day immediately before, chooſe, 
by ballot, from among them, three gentlemen, who, together 
with the provoſt, or, in his abſence, the vice-provoſt, profeſſor 
of — in the univerſity of Dublin, ſhould elect the King's 
profeſſor of phyſic.— The amendment was agreed to. 

The bill was read through, and when Mr. Speaker had taken 
the chair, was ordered to be reported on Monday next. 


The Houſe then went into a committee on the bill for 22 
glaſs-houſes, &c. in Dublin, or within a certain diſtance thereof. 
The bill being read through, till it came to the blank for in- 
ſerting the diſtance, | 
Sir Anne/ley Stewart moved, it ſhould not be any where within 
the circular road, or 800 yards from the off-ſide thereof, or in 
any place whatever between the city and the ſea on the ſide of 
inglend.—Agreed to. | | 
bill being read _— was, 28 ſoon as the Speaker took 
the chair, reported by Sir Hugh Hill, and ordered to be en- 
groſſed. | 
The Right Honourable Sir John Blaquiere, according to order, 
rted from the committee of the whole Houſe, appointed to 
EE conſideration a motion that an humble addreſs be pre- 
ſented to his Grace the Lord Lieutenant, to requeſt that he 
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will lay before his Majeſty the humble deſire of this Houſe, that 
his Majeſty will be graciouſly pleaſed to direct that the ſum 
of 2, 00. be iſſued and paid to the Right Honourable Sir John 
Blaquiere, K. B. Alderman Nathaniel Warren, and William Col- 
ville, Eſq; to be by them expended for the purpoſe of making 
a temporary repair of the pavements of the ſtreets of Dublin, 
and to be accounted for to parliament, and that this Houſe will 
make good the ſame, the reſolution which the committee had 
directed him to report to the Houſe, which he read in his place, 
and after delivered in at the table, where the ſame was read, 


to and agreed to. 
Ordered, That the ſaid addreſs be preſented to his Grace the 
a Lord Lieutenant by ſuch members of this Houſe as are of his 
us Majeſty's moſt honourable privy- council. 
ng — — — 
y- 
Monpay, Maxcu 29, 1784. 
mY The Houſe, according to order, reſolved itſelf into a com- 
mittee of the whole Houle, to take into conſideration a bill to 
+ amend the laws for the encouragement of planting timber trees; 
Jay and after ſome time ſpent therein Mr. Speaker reſumed the chair, 
* and Mr. Hay-s reported from the committee that they had gone 
Py through the bill, and that he was ready to report when the Houſe 
. will be pleaſed to receive the ſame. 3 
Tor Ordered, That the ſaid report be received to-morrow morn- 
g's ing · 
Sir Lucius O'Brien. ſome time fince brought in a bill for 
ken reſtraining for a limited time, the diſtilleries of this kingdom, 
which I 1magine would tend to the public good; but as I have 
tin not for ſome time been able to attend my duty in parliament, 
col the bill has lain dormant; and as I am informed there is a great 
in- diverſity of opinion among gentlemen on that ſubjeQ, I would 
wiſh to know the ſenſe of the Houſe thereon, as I do not intend 
thin obtruding any opinion of mine, without the approbation of the 
rin Houſe, and ſhall therefore with to know the ſenſe of the Houle, 
le of if they are willing to go into the bill to-morrow, or any other 
time, | 
took Mr. Fofter thought it was 2 meaſure that could not be properly 
en- done at preſent z it was of a nature that would muchinjure both 


public and private property, as it would encourage private diſ- 

* tilling—hurt the fair trader—and defraud the revenue —beſides 
10 the great loſs to individuals; for as there was but a ſmall quan- 
_ tity -of barley in the kingdom, and that moſily kept for ſeed, ſo 
Fe that thoſe who had provided and laid in a ſtock of it, a great 
| part of which was now malted would be ruined, or very great 
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ſufferers: he would therefore ſubmit to the Hon. Baronet, if it 
would not be the beſt mode of getting rid of the ſubjeQ, by 
poſtponing the order to the 1ſt of November next. 

The queſtion being put, the order was poſtponed till the 1ſt 
of Novemb:r next. | 


Mr. Cotter, one of the committee on the Weſtmeath election, 
having an urgent occaſion to go to England, was excuſed, and 


leave given to the committee to proceed notwithſtanding his 
abſence. 


Mr. Stewart.—I have a petition from the county of Tyrone, 
praying for a pony reform, and by ſome improper delay, 

did not receive it till laſt Saturday, or I would have preſented 
it ſooner to the Houſe. Ordered to be received and read. 


Right Hon. the Attorney General preſented to the Houſe, ac- 
cording to order, a bill for indemnifying ſuch perſon or perſons 
as have acted for the ſervice of the public, in adviſing or car- 
rying into execution a proclamation of the Lord Lieutenant and 
council of this kingdom, bearing date the 27th day of January, 
1734z which was received and read a firſt time, and ordered to 
be read a ſecond time to-morrow morning. 


The Hon. Richard Hely Hutchinſmn, according to order, re- 
ported from the committee of the whole Houſe, appointed to 
take into conſideration a bill for the eſtabliſhing a compleat ſchoo! 
of phyſic, that they had gone through the bill, paragraph by 
paragraph, which he read in his place, and after delivered in at 
the table. | 

Mr. Brown (of the College) objected to the profeſſorſhips 
created by the bill, as being uſeleſs. 

The Prowo# ſaid, that the report he had made had undergone 
the ſtricteſt ſcrutiny of the college of phyſicians, who were in 
its favour; in particular he had been converſing with Doctor 
Percival, and he could ſay of that gentleman that he was of great 
abilities and the firſt in his profeſlion; that he hoped the gen- 
tleman who fo ably filled the chymical chair, would undertake 
the profeſſorſhip of natural hiſtory, particularly as the two ſci- 
ences were nearly concerned. To allilt the reſearches of ſtudents, 
a very commodious and well ſtored muſeum was eſtabliſhed, 
which had already produced a good effect, having had the greateſt 
ornaments bequeathed to it of natural curioſities ever ſeen be- 
fore in this kingdom. | 1 

Mr. Fofter objected to the mode in which the ſum of money 
was to be obtained, for the eſtabliſhing a phyſic- garden; that the 
clauſe alone was not properly worded, that the Houſe would 
be laid under an obligation to do what had been contrary to 
their practice; and as he ſat in the chair of ſupply, he calle 
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the attention of the gentlemen of the Honſe to conſider warily 
what they were going to grant, to wat expences they were 
running, and wiſhed they would fee th the ſcheme and plan 
with the expence, before they granted any thing, 

The Provaſ replied, that he hoped his honour and character 
were ſo well known to this Houſe, that they had no reafon 
to ſuſpe he was going to lead the country into great and un- 
neceſſary expences; and only wiſhed them to give ſuch a ſum 
of money as could be conveniently granted to a purpoſe which 
tended to promote the health, —_— and learning of the 
kingdom; and that the Houſe, if they did not like the plan, 
might then diſſent; that he only withed it to be upon the plan 
of Edinburgh, Paris, and other places, for the public ſervice; 
and while he had only that in view, he hoped that no one 
would oppoſe it. 

Mr. +o/ter ſtill perſiſted in his obje tion againſt the clauſe, 
which led the public into expence, and continued that expence; 
and though he wiſhed well to any thing to forward the public 
good, yet he could not meet it under the idea of being a public 
good, which involved it in what might be found an unneceſſary 
expence. 

The Prow/t contended that the expence was only a certain 
ſum of money that might be denied if the plan was diiliked, and 
the expences at any time reſcinded dy the Houſe. The clauſe at 
length was permitted to remain, 


Lord Landaff 's private bill from the Lords, received a firſt 
reading, and was crdered to be read a tecond time to-morrow, 


Sir John Blaquiere moved for an account of the duty on car- 
riages in the kingdom at large, and in the diſtrict of the city 
of Dublin for the laſt five years, appropriated to the inland na- 
vigation,—Ordered. 


Hon, Weſley Pole's private bill from the Lords, was read a 
firſt time, and ordered to be read a ſecond time to-morrow. 


| The bill for promulgating the ſtatutes of this kingdom, was 
read a ſecond time, and committed for to-morrow, 


Mr. F:fter moved for leave to bring in a bill for the more 
ſpeedy and eaſy recovery of tythes and dues to the clergy, and 


for compelling the reſidence of ſuch as have the cure of ſouls.— 
Ordered. 


Alderman Warren preſented a bill for the lighting, watching, 
cleanſing and paving the city of Dublin. 


Read a firſt time, and ordered to be read a ſecond time to- 
morrow. | FORD . 


He alſo preſented a petition from the founderies to be ex- 
empted from the duty on coals. m vin 
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Mr. Fefter preſented a bill for perpetuating the curacies and 
other church livings in the care of the archbiſhops and biſhops. 

Read a firſt time, and ordered to be read a ſecond time to- 
morrow. | 


Alderman M arren preſented à petition from the corporation 
of goldſmiths ; praying that a ſalary of 50/. per annum may be 
appointed for the office of weigher and drawer in the aſſay office, 
in the bill now before the Houſe for regulating the ſtandard of 
this kingdom. 

Ordered, That the ſaid petition be referred to the committee 
of the whole Houſe, appointed to take into confideration a bill 
to regulate the aſſay 4. gold, and promote the manufacture of 
gold and ſilver wares in this kingdom. 


Read a third time and paſſed, an engroſſed bill for allowing 
the importation of cinamon, cloves, mace, nutmegs, and het 
ſpices, directly from Rolland. —Ordered to the Lords by Mr. 
Hartley. : | 

Read a ſecond time, a bill to prevent the privilege of parlia- 
ment from delaying juſtice, and for making the ſame perpetual.— 
Committed for to-morrow. 5 


Read a third time and paſſed, an ingroſſed bill for an addi- 
tional duty on hops. —Ordered to the Lords. 


The Houſe in a committee, Mr. Bolton in the chair. Went 
through the bill for regulating the aſſay of gold, gold lace, and 
for encouraging the wear of gold and filver lace, &c. The re- 
port was ordered to be received to-morrow. | 


TotsDpavy, Marcn 30, 1784. 


The Houſe ſat in committee on the following bills: 

Hon, Wefley Pole's bill. 

The bill for more effectual promulgation of ſtatutes. 

The bill for eſtabliſing a ſchool for phyſic in the univerſity 
of Dublin. 

After which the Houſe reſuming, they were ſeverally ordered 
to be engroſſed. 

Bill to puniſh perſons who by riots or otherwiſe obſtruct the 

tranſport of corn from one market to another Croſs- toad bill 
Privilege bill Eill for licenſing hawkers and pedlars, were read 
a third time, paſſed, and ordered to the Lords. 


Mr. Burton informed the Houſe that the ſelett committee ap- 
pointed to try the merits of the petition of William Smith, of 
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Archerſtown, in the county of Meath, Eſq; complaining of an 
undue election and return for the ceunty of Weſtmeath, have 
determined | 

That Richard Malone, Eſq; was not duly elected a knight of 
the ſhire to ſerve in this preſent parliament for the county of 
Weſtmeath. 

Alſo, That Richard Malone, Eſq; ought not to have heen 
returned a knizht of the ſhire to ſerve in this preſent parliament 
for the county of Weſtmeath. : 

Alſo, That William Smith, Eſq; was duly elected a knight 
of the ſhire to ſerve in this preſent parliament for the county 
of Weſtmeath. 

And alſo, That William Smith, Eſq; ought to have been re- 
turned a knight of the ſhire to ſerve in this preſent pariiament 
for the county of Weſtmeath. 


The Houſe reſolved itſelf into a committee of ways and means, 
John Monck Maſon, Eſq; in the chair, 

Sir Jabn Blaquiere ſtated to the committee the ruinous ſituati- 
on of the pavements of this city, and the very great danger 
from thence reſulting to all who found themſelves under the 
neceflity of paſſing through this city, in carriages, on horſeback, 
or on foot, He Lid the preſent fund of the corporation was 
inadequate to the purpoſe of making permanent and ſubſtantial 
pavements ;z that _— leſs than Arklow ſtone was found ſuf- 
hcient for our principal paſſages, as was manifeſt from Efſex- 
bridge, which being finiſhed with that ftone, had outlaſted every 
other paſſage, and was ſtill in perfect good order, That to 
effect a pavement of Arklow ſtone, in the 22 paſſages, 
would require at leaſt 10, oo0l. per annum, which muſt be raiſed 
by new taxes, and would eventually prove a ſaving to the 
public, 2s ſuch a pavement might, when finiſhed, be kept in 
good repair at one per cent. Though the wretched pavements 
that at preſent rendered theſe ſtreets impaſſable coſt the public 
two and twenty per cent, to keep them out of repair, 

He ſaid that the watching of the city did not properly apper- 
tain to the magiſtrates, and therefore he would not interfere in 
that department; but lighting, cleanſing, and paving, might, 
with great propriety, be placed in the hands of commillioners, 
and therefore his bill ſhould embrace the three objects. He had 
ſtated, that paving would coſt 10,000/. lighting and cleanſing 
he now ſtated at 8, oool. making together 18,000/. per annum, 
which he propoſed to raiſe in the following manner: 

by a tax of 184. in the pound on every houſe above 200. 
value, 15. in the pound on every houſe from 10/. to 200. and 9d. 
in the pound on every houſe from 10/, downwards, : 

By a tax on coaches and other carriages of luxury. 
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By 2, zool. the ſum now paid from the corporation of the city 
to ſcivengers, on condition of which they receive tolls. 

By turnpike tolls to be taken at gates to be eſtabliſhed at all 
the avenues immediately without the circular-r2ad. 

And laſtly, by an increaſe of the preſent paving tax. | 

Mr. Gordiner approved every part of the plan, except that of 
applying the produce of the turnpikes to be eſtabliſhed, in aid 
of the paving fund. He ſaid the approaches to the city were 
in a moſt ſhameful fate, but that if the Hon. Knight would 
conſent to make an effectual pavement from the turnpike gates 
into the city, the bill ſhould have his ſupport. - x 

Sir Jon Blaquiere accorded, and | 

Mr. Hartley roſe to mark his diſayprobation of the w 
an infringement on the rights of the citizens. | 

Mr. Ogle ſaid, he could not conſent to tax the povr country 
men coming in with proviſions, but he had no objection to taa- 
ing coaches or carriages cf luxury. At his inſtance carriages cf 
burden were exempted by Sir John Blaquicre. | 

Alderman H#arren ſaid, that the corporation of the city. ct 
Dublin had taken uncommon pains to prepare a bill, which he 
and his Hon. Colleague had introduced; yet the Hon. Knight 
was now proceeding as if no ſuch biil exiſted, and was propoſ- 
ing a number of oppreſſive taxes, as if they were matters merely 
indifferent. He begged gentlemen to conſider that every turn- 
Pike tax would fall on the conſumers of proviſions, and how 
well they could bear ſuch a burden he ſubmitted to the Houle. 
He alſo begged gentlemen would recolle& that the corporation 
of the city of Dublin was not the paving corporation. Par- 
lament in their wiſdom had ſome years ago wreſted the power 
from the magiſtrates, and placed it in hands that inſtead of keep- 
ing the ſtreets in repair, had jobbed away the tax and incurred 
a debt of 36,000/. Parliament had in its wiſdom made a further 
effort, by voting every member of either Houſe a commiſſioner 
of paving z but this had produced no better effect than the firſt. 
Yet ſuch was the temper and forbearance of the people, that, 
though they ſaw their money ſquandered in idle projects, they 
now offered to provide for the intereſt of the enormous debt 
ſo wantonly incurred, and every man to pave before his own 
door at his own expence, under the direction of the magiſtrates 
and proper officers. This, he ſaid, was the purport of the bill 
he had introduced, and nothing more equitable, or leſs oppreſ- 
five ſhould, he was convinced, be brought forward. 

Sir Jobn Blaquiere moved his reſolutions relative to the lamp- 
money. - 


The committee then adjourned, reported progreſs, and de- 
fired leave to {it again. 


hole, as 


Wibnrspav, Masch 31, 1784. 


The Houſe, according to order, reſolved itſelf into a com- 
mittee of the whole Houſe, to take into conſideration a bill for 
the more effeQtual diſcovery and proſecuting offenders called 
houghers, and for the ſupport and maintenance of ſoldiers or 
otter perſons houghed, maimed and diſabled by ſuch offenders; 
and after ſome time ſpent therein, Mr. Speaker reſumed the chair, 
and the Right Hon. Theophilus Clements reported from the com- 
mittee that they had gone through the bill, and that he was 
ready to report when this Houſe will be pleaſed to receive 
the ſame. 

Ordered, That the ſaid report be received to-morrow morn- 
ing. i 
Vr. Maſen, according to order, reported from the committee 
of the whole Houſe, appointed to conſider further of ways and 
means for railing the ſupply granted to his Majeſty, the reſo- 
lutions. which the committee had directed him to report to the 
Houſe, which he read in his place, and after delivered in at 
the table, where the ſame were read, and agreed unto by the 
Houſe, and are as follow: 

Reſolved, That it is the opinion of this committee, that from 
the 24th day of June, 1784, to the 24th of June, 1791, there 
ſhall be raiſed, levied, collected and paid the following rate or 
rates, aſſeſſment or aſſeſſments, on all lands, houſes, warehouſes, 
cellars, vaults and other places within the city of Dublin and 
the liberties thereunto adjoining, that is to ſay, on all lands, 
houſes and other places aſcertaining to be of the yearly value of 
20l. and upwards, as they are rated, towards the maintenance 
of the watch, at the rate of 15. 64. in the pound on all ſuch lands, 
houſes and other places rated at the yearly value of 10/. and un- 
der 20l. at the rate of 15. in the pound, and on all ſuch lands, hou- 
ſes and other places rated at leſs than 10/. at the rate of ga. in 
the pound, the ſaid rate or aſſeſſment to be paid in lieu of the rates 
at preſent eſtabliſhed in ſuch city and liberties, for the purpoſe 
of the lighting thereof. | | 

Reſolved, That it is the opinion of this committee, that from 
and after the 24th day of June, 1784, there ſhall be raiſed, 
collected, levied and paid a further and additional rate or rates, 
aſſeſſment or aſſeſſments, on all lands, houſes, ſhops, warehouſes, 
cellars, \ vaults and tenements within the city of Dublin and li- 
berties thereunto adjoining, at the rate of 64. in the pound yearly, 
as they are rated, towards the maintenance of the: watch, over 
and above the ſums now payable thereout. 

Ordered, That leave be given to bring in a bill, purſuant to 
the ſaid reſolutions; and that the Right Hon. Sir John blaquiere 
and Mr. Maſon do prepare and bring in the ſame. 
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Mr. Fefler remarked, that there was an order of the day for 
Mr. Grattan to report the reſolutions of the committee appointed 
to take into conſideration the revenue expences ; and intimated 
a wiſh, that the matter ſhould be brought forward before the 
Houſe would grow thin. 

Mr. Grattan ſtated to the Houſe the very laborious taſk which 
thoſe gentlemen who attended the committee for the better co!- 
lecting the revenue had impoſed upon themſelves. He ſaid, that 
through the moſt indefatigable exertions they had at laſt brought 
the buſineſs to ſome concluſion, and that if they were permitted 
to fit this day, he doubted not, that even ſo late in the ſeſſion, 
they would — 
tage; he aſſured the Houſe, that from the very nature of their 
enquiry, and from the vaſt and voluminous piles of papers that 
they had been obliged to inſpect, it was impoſſible for them 
to have proceeded with more expedition. 

At Mr. Grattan's inſtance, the Houſe, in order to make way for 
the committee, adjourned, and Mr. Bolton having taken the chair, 
the committee immediately fat. 

Mr. Grattan began with obſerving, though the interference of 
a perſon utterly unconneRed with revenue matters, in that de- 
partment which was ſo ably adminiſtered by the prefent com- 
. mithoners, might have ſomewhat of an invidious aſpect, yet he 
was happy to declare that thoſe gentlemen had not viewed it 
in that light, but had with the utmoſt alacrity given him every 
poſſible aſſiſtance, in promoting the object for which the com- 
mittee was appointed, and it appeared to him throughout, that 
they had acted not only honourably and diligently, but with a 
laudable ambition to diſtinguith themſelves in the faithful diſ- 
charge of the high truſt repoſed in them. He therefore defired 
to be conſidered, as not 1mputing the ſmalleſt fault or applying 
the leaſt cenſure to thoſe gentlemen, while he endeavoured to 
rectify ſome errors and abuſes, that in a ſucceſſion of many 
years, and under different boards, had found way into the re- 
venue eſtabliſhment. Having ſaid this, in juſtification of the 
——— commiſſioners, to whom he declared no blame was im- 

utable, 
, He proceeded to ſtate the expence of collecting the revenue 
at two periods, viz. 1758 and 1753, | 
In 1955, he ftated the expence of collecting to have amount- 

ed to — — (81, ooo 
In 1783, it amounted to — — "180,000 
In the latter period, he allowed that — 23, ooo 

an expence incurred by the new cuſtom-houſe was 

included; but deduQiing that expence, the expence 

of collecting amounted to — 157,008 


* 


able to produce ſomething for the public advan- 
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The increaſe of collecting, he ſaid, did not ariſe from the in- 


creaſe of articles taxed, or any neceſſity of adding to the number 


of officers employed in collecting, as was obvious to any one who 
would conſider that moſt of the new taxes were only additional 
duties on articles heretofore taxedz and it was as eaſy for an of- 
ficer to receive two vp, » as one on any article; therefore that 
the increaſe of expence aroſe from the increaſe of ſalaries, he thought 
might very fairly be preſumed. ; 
n the year 1758 the expence of collecting, he ſaid, was about 
13 per cent. at preſent it is 16, 

The revenue expences are divided into two claſſes—the eſta- 

bliſhment and the incidents. | 


In 1758, the eſtabliſhment was — L. 58, ooo 
In 1783, nw. . — 9a, ooo 
In 1755, the incidents were — — 17,000 
In 1783, — 


— — oo 

The per centage for a courſe of years guctusted om ten to 
fourteen; at preſent it is ſixteen ſo that the expence of collect- 
ing the revenue is not increaſed by the increaſe of the revenue it- 
ſelf, but by the increaſe of the = centage. 

1 have now, Sir, continued he, ſhewn you the facts, but not 
their cauſes ; in order to come at their cauſes, I moved that an 
account ſhould be laid before the commitree of all the additions 
that had been made to the revenue eſtabliſhments ſince 1758, ſtat- 
ing the cauſes of ſuch additions, and the authority by which th 
were made; this account was made out, it employed ſeveral 
clerks for ſeveral weeks, and indeed ſo very voluminous, that 1 
own | have not yet had time to look through it; I do not there- 
fore condemn nor approve what may there be found; when the 
committee examines, they will be the beſt judges; they will, I be- 
lieve, ſee much to reform; and 1 am convinced from the candour 
of the commitlioners, which I have already experienced, they will 
have their aſſiſtance. 

1 find that there exiſts a charity fund for ſuperannuated. officers, 
ſuch as have ſerved forty years without cenſure : this fund is ſu 
plied by a ſtoppage of — in the pound of all ſalaries, and 
the ſuperannuated officer receives out of it 3-5ths of his ſalarv. 
When this fund has been found inſufficient, from the increaſed 
number of revenue officers, penfions have been granted on the 
incidents, in order to make it out. The progreſs is natural, from 
e charity to public bounty, and from public bounty to abuſe. 

very man who is tired of doing his duty, or who is unable or 
unwilling to do it, if he can make interelt with government, gets 
an order to the commiſſioners, and is immediately put on the re- 
venue incidents, from which he in fact receives a penſion; not an 
open, but a maſked penſion. I do not ſpeak of the preſent admini- 
tration, or the preſent commiſſioners— This abuſe has been 
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growing five and twenty years; the preſent is the proper time to 
check it. 

I find that the number of penſions on the incidents are 343—1 
have made obſervations on almoſt all of them, but I will not go 
through the painful taſk of animadverting on them now, as m 
object is to prevent future abuſes, not to diſturb the preſent pot- 
Ceffors : I muſt, however, remark, that having ſerved forty years, 
has not always been deemed a neceſſary title to a penſion z thirty- 
eight years, thirty-five years, twenty-nine years, twenty-two 


years, and ſometimes the words lang ſer dice, have been deemed | 


ſufficient. 

Great importunity, I know, will at lat prevail over men; and 
however the commiſſioners may determine to act with rigorous 
attention, and to grant no penſions but to men who have 1erved 
the neceſſary period of forty years, yet ſtill they will be fortified in 
their determination by a reſolution of this Houſe ; beſides there are 
many offices in the revenue that may be performed by men who 
are become unfit for the more active and laborious duties; and by 
putting ſuch men into thoſe eaſy offices, the neceility of penſions 
may in a great meaſure be obviated. 

The orders of government have ſometimes iſſued to place per- 
ſons on the revenue incidents, without any refercnce to the com- 


miſſioners, or any reaſon being aſſigned to entitle the penſioner to 


ſuch. This kind of procedure earries its own cenſure along with 
it. Government would not iſſue a peremptory order, if any rea- 
ſons could be found for granting ſuc — — This is, I think, 
a very great hardſhip on the commiſſioners, whe often reſiſted, 
but reſiſted in vain. Where men are reſponſible, they ſhould have 
power; and what they have not power to controul, they ſhould 
not be anſwerable for. 

To remedy this abuſe, and to fortify the commiſſioners, I will 
propoſe a reſolution, That no perſon ſhall be entitled to receive 
a penfion on the revenue incidents, who has not ſerved forty years 
without cenſure, or who has not been ſo wounded or hurt in diſ- 
charge of his duty, as to be rendered totally untit for ſervice ; or 
who is not the widow cf ſome officer that has loſt his life in the 
revenue ſervice.” 

I find, Sir, that there have been granted ſeveral additional ſa- 
laries, which have been continued to the ſuccetſors of the gran- 
tee: This practice I would aboliſh, as nothing would be more 
abſurd, than to reward John for the ſervices performed by Tom. 
Some expence has alſo been incurred by the experimental of- 
fices :—"Thele cannot be aboliſhed, but may be limited to two 

ears. 
. I come now to uſeleſs officers, whoſe employments I think, 
ought to be aboliſbed as they fall in; though it would be cruel to 


<< 
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turn the preſent poſſeſſors adrift, as they have no other means of 
living. 

And firſt, land carriage officers. Theſe appear to be of very 
little uſe, and from the nature of their duty cannot well be moved 
into any other ſituation. It is impoſſible for them to perform any 
conſiderable ſervice, except by ſearching all perſons coming in or 
going out of the city; and this would be a breach of law, and an 
high infringement of the ſubjeQ's liberty. 

I defired to know the amount of ſalaries paid to this claſs of 
men for ten years laſt paſt, and find that it amounts to 12, oool. 
the ſeizures made by them in the ſame ſpace of time amount to 
1000/, Their uſefulneſs miy be eſtimated from thoſe circum- 
ſtances, 


Coaſt officers are of as little uſe as land carriage officers, and 
with them ought to be aboliſhed. 

I ſent fora paper to inform myſelf concerning hearth-money of- 
ficers. I find that ſince the year 19760, the hearth-money has in- 
creaſed 10,000/, per annum, and that the expence of collecting 
it, has increaſed one-third z the revenue of hearth-money has in- 
creaſed one · ſixth, and the expence of collecting it one-third ;— 
this is in a great meaſure owing to the creation of new colleQors. 
I enquired into the neceſſity of that creation, and was informed 
that it aroſe from the great extent of ſome of the former diſtricts; 
a ſingle colleQor being formerly obliged to collect in a range of- 
ten of from thirty to er miles. Vet I do not find that any great 
increaſe of the heatth- money took place directly after the creation 
of additional collectors; and the 10, ooo. a year, which I have 
ſtated may, I think, rather be ſuppoſed to ariſe from the increaſe 
of houſes in 24 years, than from the increaſe of hearth- money 
collectors. ; 

Hearth-money ſuperviſors appear to me very uſeleſs officers, 
and may be put down; but this I ſubmit to the commiſſioners z at 
preſent I do not mean to take any further notice either of them or 
coaſt officers. 

The law expences incurred by the revenue every year are al- 
ready enormouily great, and ought to be reduced ; I ſpeak freely 
on this head, becauſe I know that the preſent law ſervants of the 
crown are too independent of fortune and principle, to regard any 
vails of this ſort. 

The number of bills paſſed each ſeſſion have increaſed, and the 
ſeſſions being in future annual, muſt alſo multiply expence; this 
is therefore a ſubje&t worthy of enquiry : I do not mean to move 
any thing on it at preſent, but ſhall juſt mention that within a 
very ſhort ſpace, the law expences have amounted to 11, oool. 

Revenue cruizers have been another ſubje& of very great ex- 
pence, | oy 


The ſeizures made by theſe veſſels amount to 40, oool. 
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The- expence of their eſtabliſhment to 140,000/. Till of late 
there has been one great error in the mode of conducting of theſe 
veſſels, which is now reQtified by the commiſſioners. "The error was 
this : the captain of each cruizer was permitted to ſupply his own 
crew with proviſions, for which he made a charge againſt the re- 
venue. Now it is manifeſt, that this made it his intereft to have 
nominally a large crew, but aQually a ſmall one. That it was 
his intereſt to ſtay on ſhore, where his men being at liberty to pro- 
vide for themſelves, while he charged their daily allowance; and 
that he never could want a pretence to ſtay on ſhore z and while 
he was always at liberty to have his veſſel under repair, to en- 
large her from time to time, always enlarging his crew in propor- 
tion; this was indeed, a moſt happy invention to reward men 
for not doing their duty; and this I am happy to ſee abo- 
liſhed. | 
The next abuſe that I ſhall ſtate is, the abſence of collectors 
from their diſtricts. 

The collector is an officer of very great conſequence, and the 
true performance of his duty would be of high advantage to the 

ublic. In his diſtri he has all the authority of a commiſſioner 3 
ſhould regulate all the officers under him; and yet ſo far are 
many collectors from doing this, that they ſcarce ever ſee the 
place of their collection, but leave the duty to be done by a clerk, 
whom the law does not N and who is not anſwerable to 
the board for his conduct; he gives no ſecurity to the public; 
and not vnfrequently have great ſums been loſt by trulting to 
ſuch men ? One of my reſolutions, therefore, goes to compel the 
refidence of collectors. 

Another regulation that I think would much promote the due 
c llection of the revenue 1s, the raiſing of officers from the lower 
to the higher departments in ſucceſſion z I do not mean an ndiſ- 
criminate ſucceſſion by ſeniority, but that in every department of 
the revenue, as at preſent in the exciſe, men acquainted with 
the buſineſs ſhould rife by ſucceſſive degrees, and that he who has 
been checked, ſhould check in his turn. 

The ſurveyors-general have two ſalaries, one a fixed ſalary of 

ool. a year on the eſtabliſhment, the other 200/. on the inci- 
— would wiſh to have this altered, and that they ſhould be 
paid a premium of a certain ſum per day, while they were in the 
performance of their duty, | 

I come now to the lait article, though I mean firſt to move up- 
on it, becauſe gentlemen who coincide with me on moſt of the 
other points which I have mentioned, differ upon this. 

The cuſtom-officers — the) were originally effective officers, 
but when the revenue was formed, they were rendered uſeleſs, 
and therefore we now tind them on our civil eſtabliſhment ; after- 
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terwards, when the crown took the revenue into its own hands, 
it was thought prudent to employ in the collection the perſons 
that had been employed by the farmers; the cuſtom officers con- 
tinued uſeleſs, 8 this additional ſalaries have been 
granted to them, which are in fact maſked penſions, I know while 
I ſpeak on this ſubject, I ſtand on delicate ground; but with what 
face could I propoſe a reduction of petty officers, and leave thoſe 
great ones remaining ? The greatneſs of the perſons who poſſeſs 
them are my beſt apology, for while their talents and fortune ren- 
der them fit for the higheſt departments in the ſtate, I truſt their 
magnanimity will teach them to deſpiſe the paltry emoluments of 
3 6 offices. I would not venture to ſpeak thus to inferior 
minds, but as I have had the aid of ſome of thoſe gentlemen in the 
other parts of the reform J have propoſed, I doubt not the 
will aſſiſt me, even where they are themſelves in ſome degree 
feed. i 

I have called thoſe additional ſalaries, maſked penſions ; they 
are ſo indeed, and of the muſt exceptionable kind. There are 
not, indeed, above ſeven or eight T them in the kingdom, but 
they may increaſe, and this is the time to ſtop them; I have there- 
fore prepared a reſolution for that purpoſe, which will not affect 
the preſent poſſeſiors, but eventually will prove highly advanta- 
geous to the nation. 

Mr. Grattan then moved his reſolution, ** To prevent the grant 
of any future additional ſalary to cuſtom officers.” 

Right Honourable John Beres'ord—T was very happYs Sir, 
when the Right Honourable Gentleman undertook the taſk of en- 
quiring into the cauſe of the great expence of collecting the re- 
venue, becauſe I] was very certain, that an enquiry, ably and im- 
partially conducted, would fully evince to the public, that the 
aſſertions which have been ſo liberally made for ſome years paſt, 
and the inſinuations which have been thrown out, of the prodiga- 
lity and profuſion of the preſent board of commiſſioners of the re- 
venue, were without any ſort of foundation. I therefore took 
the liberty of ſeconding the Right Honourable Gentleman's mo- 
tion for this enquiry, and I am now, not a little proud, to find 
that a four months 833 examination has confirmed my con- 
ſtant aſſertions, and overturned the ſeveral charges laid to the 
door of the revenue board ; the Right Honourable Gentleman has 
fully acquitted them; but has ſtated ſome errors and abuſes, 
which appear to him to have crept into the revenue eftabliſh- 
2 in a ſucceſſion of many years, which he wiſhes to be rec- 
tihed, 

He has ſtated, that ſince the year 1758, the per centage expence 
of colleCting the revenue has greatly "a Mr oa , 
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Ifthe Right Honourable Gentleman will take the trouble of ex- 
amining that voluminous heap of papers, (cuſtom houſe accounts, 
and reports, which Mr. Grattan had called for) he will find, that 
he has choſen an unfair æra for his compariſon, for that immedi- 
ately after the period of 1758, at which time there had been a 
parliamentary enquiry into the management of the revenue, there 
was not only a general increaſe of the number of tidewaiters, and 
boatmen 1n the ſeveral ports of the kingdom, but that an addition 


was made to their ſalaries, . whereby there was an increaſe to the the 
eſtabliſbment of about 10, oool. a year. ä tw 
The Right Hon. Gentleman will alſo ſee that ſince the Iſle of do 
Man was ceded to the crown of Great Britain, the whole ſyſtem mi 
of preventing ſmuggling has neceiſarily undergone a total change, 
and a change attended with a great additional expence ; before of 
that period our cruiſers conſiſted of ſmall open wherries, which the 
were ſufficient to guard our coaſts againſt ſmu gglers, who carried 106 
on their trade in the ſame ſort of veſſels ; but fince, by the ceſſion are 
of the Iſle of Man, the ſmugglers have been driven to Dunkirk, pu 
Gottenburg and other diſtant ports, and of courſe have been oblig- th 
ed to increaſe the ſize of the ſhipping. We have been obliged thi 
to follow them, ſtep by ſtep, until we have got to ſtout cruiſers, ex 
fitted out with from 12 to 20 pieces of cannon, and well furniſh- bly 
ed with ammunition, and manned with an adequate number cf the 
ſeamen. Such an alteration in our naval eſtabliſhment, every 
gentleman muſt ſee, was neceſſarily attended with a very great H 
additional expence. du 
The law expences of the revenue have alſo increaſed exceed- or 
ingly, and particularly that part of them which ariſes from the th 
buſineſs of drawing bills for this Houſe. —Formerly there were * 
but three bills to be paid for, the great moae y- bill, as it is called, ce 
the loan-bill, and the revenue-bul ; of late years, the enlarge- de 
ment of our trade has neceſſarily cauſed many bills every ſeiſions, We 
which amount to an enormous expence. fre 
The buſineſs of the commiiſionets of the revenue is infinitely 
increaſed, inſomuch that inſtead of meeting at eleven o'clock, re 
and 1 at two, we are obliged to meet at half paſt ten, ne 
and fit until four, and often until five o' clock; the increaſe of PC 
buſineſs of couiſe is attended with an increaſe of expence. * 
The Right Hon. Gentleman has ſaid, that the per centage of la 
the collection bas varied very conſiderably ſince the year 1758, in 
from 12 to 16 per cent. The nature of incidental expences is gr 
variable, they cannot be otherwiſe; but the high per centage of la 
one year is not 2 proct of an increaſed eſtabliſhment: For in- hi 
ſtance, the higheſt per centage, I remember, was in the yeat L 
1781 ; when the collection came to 18 per cent. in 1982, it colt in 


but 163 and yet the actual ſum expended in the latter year was 
higher than that of the former, although the per centage was leſs, 
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officers, or their ſalaries, but upon the proportion which the ex- 
pence bears to the ſum collected ; and therefore becauſe in the 
year 1781, the revenue was very low, and the fam colleQed 
{mall, the per centage amounted to 18 per cent. whereas in the 
following year, when the ſum collected was larger, the per centage 
was but 16, although the expence of collection was higher than 
tue year before. Let the expence of collection be the ſame in 
two given years, and let the ſum collected in one of them be 
double that of the other, and the per centage will be but half as 
much in that year. | 

It has been the faſhion for ſeveral years to judge of the expence 
of collecting our revenue, by comparing it wich the collection of 
the cuſtoms and exciſe in England. Nothing can be falier than 
ſuch a compariſon, becauſe every part of England where officers 
are ſtationed is productive, every port brings in revenue to the 
public, and the exciſe is univerially productive: But what is 
the caſe in Ireland? Perhaps gentlemen will be ſurpriſed to hear 
that out of twenty-five ports there are but ſeven which pay the 
expence of collecting, although the neceſſity of a revenue eſta- 
bliſhment in the other nineteen is a fact too manifeſt to require 
the aid of argument. 

I thall, however, to open gentlemen's eyes, juſt ſtate to the 
Houſe a few inſtances :—Cork and Limerick are two of the pro- 
duQtive ports; between them lie Kinſale, Baltimore, and Tralee 
or Dingle, ports which do not go near to pay the expence of 
their own eſtabliſhments; the collection of Kinſale coſts 139 
per cent. that of Dingle 1977, and that of Baltimore 2300 per 
cent. but if theſe ports even were left unguarded, very little in- 
deed would be collected at Cork or Limerick, the ſmugglers 
would ſoon find an eaſy way cf ſupplying theſe two great cities 
from the inferior ports. 

If any man has a mind to judge fairly of the collection of the 
revenue, let him not go to ports which have no trade which can- 
not pay their own eſtabliſhment, but let hiua look at the productive 
ports 3 in Dublin, where the expence is the heavieſt, both in the 
incidental and eſtabliſhed expences, becauſe the greateſt part of the 
law expence is incurred there, and molt of the repairs and build- 
ing of boats and veſſels is executed there, and on account of the 
great weight of the new cuſtom-honſe expence, and becauſe the 
{alaries of the commillioners and all the principal and cheque of- 
hicers are paid there, the per centage amounts to 16 per cent,—in 
Limerick it is but 14, in Belfaſt but 9, in Londonderty but 8, 
in Waterford but 74, in Cork but 6. yy 
Inſtead of comparing Ireland with England, it would be more 
Juſt to compare her with Scotland, in point of revenue collection, 


becauſe that her ſituation and circumſtances are more ſimilar to 
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ours. If this be done, it will be found that the per centage id 
Scotland amounts to 33 per cent. 

Bur if gentlemen will compare this country with England, 
they ſhould, I infiſt upon it, only take the net revenue of Eng- 
land into the account, for the circumſtances of England and 
Ireland are very different indeed in point of importation 3— 
the former imports not only for her own conſumption, but for 
that of the whole world; the latter for her own conſumption 
only. England has her colonies in Aſia, Africa and America, 
and ſhe brings home the produce of all theſe colonies to her own 
ports, where they pay a great duty at import; but as theſe goods 
ate not for her conſumption only, but to be exported again to 
other countries, and not only to draw back theſe Pry 4 paid, 
but to receive a bounty poſſibly on the exportation, the real 
duty returned, that is, the duty on their own conſumption, 1s 
all that can fairly be compared with the duties of a country which 
has no colonies, and which imports only for her own uſe. 

Gentlemen who have choſen to compare our collection with 
that of England, have aſſerted, that our's coſt 14 per cent. when 
the cuſtoms of England coft but 7. Now, in making this calcu- 
lation, gentlemen have taken the meer ſalaries and incidents as 
they appear upon the face of the higheſt cuſtom-bouſe accounts, 

— 4 have omitted many expences, particularly thoſe of the reve- 
nue cruiſers, and the admiralty cruiſers employed in the revenue 
ſervice, the expence of which they will tind in the late report of 
the committee appointed to enquire into the ſtate of ſmugglin 
&c. in England, —If they take theſe into the account, they wall 
find it to ſtand thus :— 

The groſs revenue of cuſtoms is in England = £.3,87 3,985 


Expence of collection, as ſtated in cuſtom-houſe 

accounts - - - 281,209 
To which add the revenue cruiſers - - 42,845 
Admiralty cruiſers in revenue ſervice - = 220,220 


L. 544.274 

This will be found to be as 100 ate to 14, or 14 per cent. upon 
the groſs—But if you calculate upon the net revenue, you will 
find it as 100 are to 21, or 21 per cent. and in this 2—— 
the expences attending law are not included, which muſt be very 
heavy, as all ſuits are carried on in the Exchequer, 80 that take 
this matter in any light, and the ſtatement and aſſertions of gentle- 
men will be found to be erroneous. | 

In 1774, after the union of the hoards, this change of our eſta- 


bliſhment was 5000/. greater than it was laſt year; a ſure proof 


that the preſent commitſioners have not been wanting in their en- 
deavours to reduce them. 
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The incidents, I acknowledge, are very great; but deduct 
23,0001, the expence incurred by the new cuſtom-houſe, and 
they are brought into a more moderate compa's.—We are fill 
endeavouring to cut them down further, and if any gentleman 
will point out a ſingle article in that account of incidents, now 
lying on your table, where a ſaving can be made, I ſhall be ready 
hercafter to Culfer any cenſure the Houſe can deviſe, if ſuch ſfav- 
ing be not made. 

The next objects taken notice of by the Right Honourable Gen- 
tlemen are, the ſalarics of the ſuperannuated officers, Theſe ſa- 
laries ariſe from two funds, one is a ſubſcription amongſt the offi- 
cers themſelves, from which every man who has been a ſubſcriber 
for ſeven years is entitled to an annuity proportioned to his rate 
of ſubſcription. The Right Honourable Gentleman will {ee that 
tllis is the private property of the officers the:utclves, purchaſed 
with their own moucy, and over which paritament can have no 
controul. 

The other fund is the common incidents. —As to the penſions 
granted on this, I confeſs I agree with the Right Honourable Gen- 
tleman that many of them are very great abuſes. Of late, it is 
grown a faſhion for men to get out upon their full ſalaries : moſt 
people would rather be paid for doing nothing, than for doing 
ſomething. For my own part, I ſhould like it very well myſelf ; 
but at the ſame time I know that while I am able to do my du- 
ty I ought to be compelled to do it. I agree with the Right Ho- 
nourable Gentleman, as to the period of tervice which ſhould en- 
title a man to be ſuperannuated on his full falary : forty years was 
fixed by Sir William Oſborne, when firſt I went into the revenue, 
but ſoon after that rule was broken through, and men of all ſtand- 
ings allowed to enjoy their otium. However, 1 muſt ſay that if 
the board had not frequently remonſtrated with government a- 
gainſt this practice, the number on the liſt would have been dou- 
ble at this day. If there are now upon it 343 numbers, as the 
Right Honourable Gentleman has ſtated, many of them are wi- 
dows, who were put upon it by the humanity of Lord Bucking- 
ham; during his adminiſtration the widows fund failed, and if he 
had not been graciouſly pleaſed to interfere for their relief, theſe 


poor people muſt have Harved. 


The Right Honourable Gentleman ſeems to think land - carriage 
officers uſeleſs, but I can aſſure him they ate a very neceſſary tet 
of men.— Their duty is to watch the avenues of great cities, and 
ſee that all exciſeable goods have permits; and the very reaſon 
why they do not make ſcizures is, becauſe their vigilance is known 
to be ſo great, that ſmugglers will not run the riſk of bringing 
their goods paſt them. However, if land · carriage officers make few 
ſeizures, it is amply compenſated by another ſet of men, who 
have no ſalaries at all, but what ariſc from a fund created by them- 


I 2 


5 PARLIAMENTARY 


ſelves—tke preventive officers: Theſe men have made very conſi- 
derable ſeizures indeed. 

Mr. Beresford then proceeded to the hearth-money ; pointed out 
the abufes that had obtained in that department, and the remedies 
that had been applied ; from which he went on to the article of 
revenue cruizers, agreeing with Mr. Grattan in what he had fail 
concerning them: He alſo agreed with him as to the neceſſity of 
collectors reſiding within their diſtricts, and as to the propriety 
of deſerving officers being promoted in ſucceſſion, and the mode 
propoſed of paying ſurveyors general: In a word, he agreed with 
the whole of Mr. Grattan's plan of regulation, fave only as to 
cuſtom officers, who, he ſaid, were officers by the common law, 
were abſolutely neceſſary, and ought not to be aboliſhed. 

Mr. Secretary Hamiltan explained more fully the duty of cuſ- 
tom officers, who are the only perſons that can adminiſter an oath, 
take bond, grant cockets, or in a word, do the long-room bu- 
ſineſs. 

Mr. Prime Serjeant.— The Right Honourable Gentleman has 
ſtated a very alarming ſum indeed, as incurred by law expences ; 
but I muſt explain that buſineſs. : 

Ik unfortunately two or three ſuits have been determined againſt 
the crown ; if damages to the amount of 5000/, or 6000/, have in 
ſuch ſuits been awarded ; theſe ſums will go a great way in mak- 
ing up that large one which has been ſtated by the Right Honour- 
able Gentleman again. If the number of acts which the law ſer- 
vants of the crown are obliged every ſeſſion to prepare, have of 
late been doubled, though cach of them coſts no more than a pri- 
vate act of parliament, can it be ſuppoſed that the expence will 

not increaſe? And I know of no expedient to flop it, except it be 
to unite three or four bills in one. 

I would not have it imagined that the law officers of the crown 
have raiſed their fees, they have not; my directions to the crown 
ſolicitor have been, to charge the ſame fees that were eſtabliſhed 
twenty years ago, when Mr. Tiſdal came into office, and 1 am 
certain he always has adhered to thoſe directions. 

have been now fourteen years a law officer to the crown, and 

I'do moſt ſolemnly declare, that during that time I never was em- 

loyed in any cauſe on behalf of the crown, that I ſhould not have 

n much better paid, had I been employed in the ſame cauſe on 

behalf of the ſubject. | N 

The Attorney General.] object to this reſolution as an attack 

on the legal prerogative of the crown, and as a cenſure upon the 

exerciſe of that prerogative. The Right Honourable Gentleman 
knows that by common law the crown can appoint thoſe officers ; 
he knows that they are recognized by the act of cuſtoms, and that 
the act of cuſtoms authorizes even the Lord Lieutenant and coun- 
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eil to eſtabliſh them, and grant additional ſalaries where they ſhall 
think neceſſary. The Right Honouralle Gentleman ſeems to al- 
low that there has not been any abule of this power, but thinks 
hereafter there may, and that maſqued pentions may thus be grant- 
ed.—If there had been any abuſe, I am convinced that the Right 
Honourable Gentleman would be ready to fx a proper cenſure on 
it, and if there ſhall hereafter, this Houſe will not let it paſs un- 
noticed; but at preſent it is confeſſed, that there is no cauſe for 
the Commons to interfere, or by a general reſolution inhibit the 
exerciſe of the legal prerogative of the crown. It would he abſurd 
to forbid the crown to grant what law authorizes ; or for us to ſet 
up a general reſolution of one eſtate of parliament, ag:inft the law 
of the land. | 

As to the law expences of the crown, I muſt ſay, that the ſa- 
laries of its officers are not very enormous; till within theſe few 
minutes I did not know what the annual amount of mine is, I find 
it is from ſeventy to eighty pounds ; but I afſure the Houte, that 
when | had the honour of being placed in my preſent ſtation, the 
idea of emolumert never entered my head: From the little experi- 
ence I have had, I perceive the buſineſs is the moſt laborious 
that can be conceived; and I declare that I would not ſubmit to 
the drudgery of it, was I to receive ten times the ſum from the 
ſubject, who indeed always pays lawyers much more liberally than 
they are paid by the crown. 

Mr. Maſon ſaid, after having had a committee appointed to pre- 
parea plan for the better collecting of the revenue, after inveſti- 
gating the ſubject with great ability, and afcer having, with much 
candour, acknowledged that the commiſſioners had acted to the 
beſt of the powers veſted in them, the Right Hon. Gentleman flow 
produces his firſt reſolution, which has nothing to tay to the collect- 
ing of the revenue at all. 

The ſubject has been ſo fully and ſo ably handled by my Right 
Honourable Friend, that I ſhall detain the Houſe only to make 
one obſervation, It is acknowledged that the crown has not a- 
buſed its power; but if any abuſe had prevailed in granting ad- 
ditional ſalaries to cuſtom-houſe officers, it would have been right 
to point out>that particular abuſe, and to remonſtrate againſt it; 
but it never can be right to ſet up a vote of the Commons in the 
face of legal prerogative, and againſt the law of the land. 

Sit Lucius Brien, —I confels myſelf extremely mortitied and 
diſappointed, when 1 find that all the ſagacity of the Right Hon. 
Gentleman is not ſufficient to point out any effectual ſavings in 
the revenue, by which the income of this country may be equa- 
lized to her expence. In the beginning of this ſeſſion, when it 
was propoſed to effect that neceſſary end, by a reduction of the 
military eſtabliſhment, the Right Honourable Gentleman oppoſed 
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the motion, and ſaid that great ſavings might be made in the 
revenue. It now appears that very little, if any, can, for the 

entlemen who preſide at thit hoard have left him very little to do 
in the way of reform. I think too much praiſe cannot be given 
to thoſe gentlemen ; I myſelf have been a witneſs of the exerti- 
ons made by one of them, who in perſon undertook a tour through 
a great part of the kingdom, to t Qify abuſes in the collection of 
the revenue, In the county that I had the honour to repreſent, | 
know he did put down two riding officers that he deemed unne- 
ceſſary; and I have good reaſon to ſuppoſe that he acted with 
the ſame juſtice to the public throughout. 

But though the reſolutions propoſed by the Right Honourable 
Gentleman do not go ſo far as | could with, yet as they do ſome- 
thing towards retrenchment, I think the committee ought to pats 
them; nor can I ſee any impropriety in parliament interfering in 
the management of the cuſtoms, which were by parliament grant- 
ed to the crown for the purpoſe of enabling it to guard the ſeas, 
It has never been thought improper for parliament to oppoſe open 
penſions ; why then ſhould it be thought improper for parliament 
to oppoſe the granting away of money deſtined for another pur- 
poſe, in mai ued penſions? And though we do not find that the 
crown has iiretched this prerogative to any great length, yet ſtill 
the nation may claim a reverſionary ſaving when theſe ſalaries ſhall 
fall in by the death of the preſent poſſeſſors. 

Mr. Herestord ſaid, that the duty of coaſt officers was to ride 
along the ſhore daily, to obſerve, and to give notice cf the ap- 


proach of ſhipping z by which means, if chey did their duty, (and | 


he knew no uſe in any officer who did not do his duty) they be- 
came the moſt uſcful informers in the kingdom. As to the per- 
ſons mentioned hy the Right Honourable Baronet as being diſ- 
placed by him, they were reduced on the liſtlis of their ſalary; 
and the reuſen was, that, though they were called coaſt offi- 
cers, in the Whole courſe of their ride, which was through bye 
_ and narrow lancs, there was not one ſingle view of the 

a. 

Sir Lucius ſaid, he had not mentioned the circumſtance for any 
other purpcſe than to do honour to the commiiſioner, who in 
thet intiance had ſhewn, that ke was ready to make retrench- 
ment wherever retrenchment could be made. He was alſo happy 
to d clarc, that all the regulations now offered, except the niit, 
had the cuncurrence and ailiitance ef the Right Honuurable Gen- 
tleman. | 4 

Mr Grattan replied to all that had been ſaid, and Mr. Beres 
fera entered into further explanation; but nothing new was of- 
fered. == 3 
Mr. Grattan's firſt reſolution, viz. for reſtraining the preroga- 
tive in granting ſalaries to cultom-houſe officers, was negativec 
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without a diviſion. All the others being only as matters of regu- 
lation, paſſed unanimoully. 


— —— — 


Tuuxspav, ArRIL 1, 1784. 


A meſſage from the Lords, that their lordſhips, with ſome a- 
mendments, had agreed to ſeveral bills. 


Mr. F:fter moved, that the committee on the bill for the better 
ſecuring leaſes made by arch-biſhops and biſhops, ſhould receive 
a clauſe relative to church-wardens. Committee empowered ac- 
cordingly. 

Mr. Holmes moved the order of the day for going into a com- 
mittee on the bill for regulating the jails. 

The Houſe accordingly reſolved itſelf into a committee, Mr. 
Holmes in the chair. 

The bill was read through, clauſe by clauſe, and as ſoon as 
the Speaker had taken the chair, reported by Mr. Holmes. 


Lord Delvin moved, that the inſolvent bill ſhould be read a 
third time. 

The Speaker objected, as ſome gentlemen who meant to oppoſe 
it, were abſent. 

Lord Delvin thought it hard that the bill ſhould be poſtpon- 
ed, becauſe gentlemen were abſent, ſince they ought to be pre- 
ſent. 

After ſome converſation, the bill was read a third time. 


A petition was preſented of Lord Clanbraſſil and Mr. M' Cartney, 
againſt the Attorney General's bill, for the better ſecuring the 
properties of ſuitors in the Courts of Chancery and Exchequer, 
as transferring the ſums at preſent lodged in their hands, to the 
bank of Ireland, would be prejudicial to their intereſts. 


Right Honourable John Ponſonby moved an addreſs of the Houſe 
to his Grace the Lord Lieutenant, to ſignify to his Majeity the 
humble requeſt of this Houſe, that 5000/. be granted to aid the 
proteſtant charter ſchools of this kingdom. | 

Mr. Fyter oppoſed it, as there had been too many grants of the 
kind made this ſeſſion. 

The Proveft ſaid, he was not againſt the addreſs, but was inclin- 
ed to think that ſuch grants were not well applied. He ſaid that 
when Mr. Howard was in this kingdom, after he had taken 
a Circuit throughout the Charter Schools thereof, he had a 
converſation with that gentleman, whence he grounded his ſuſ- 
picion; and concluded, by declaring, that if no other mem- 
der of the Houſe took up the ſubject, he would the next ſeſſion 
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ol parliament, move for an enquiry to be made into the ſtate of 
the proteſtant charter ſchools of this kingdom. 

Mr. /enſon'y ſaid, he ſaw no reaſon why ſuch an enquiry may 
not come on this ſeſſion, and was of opinion that no miſapplica- 
tion of the funds appropriated to that inſtitution, could be dif- 
covered. 1 ; 

Sir L ins C' Brien ſaid, that he was a member of that ſociety 
for twenty-three years, and never perceived greater economy in 
any body of men; that if any cauſe of complaint exiſted, it a- 
roſe from the inad<quate fituation of th. funds, which now occa- 
ſioned this addreſs.— As to Mr. Howard's report, his ideas of ſuch 
ſchools in England, he ſaid, muſt have led him to paſs any cen- 
ſure on the inititution here, In England there is 16/. per annum, 
for each individual in ſuch ſchools z; whereas here there is al- 
lowed but 254. per day, for each, and 255. at the year's end, for 
cloaths. | 

That the calamity-of the times occaſioned the number to be 
multiplied in ſuch ſchools, and the fund for that inſtitution be- 
ing low, they had no other reſource but in the humanity of par- 

tam-nt. 

The addreſs paſied.—To be taken into the conſideration of a 
Committee of the whole Houſe to-morrow. a 


Sir John Blaquiere roſe and ſaid, that finding his mode of raiſing 
a fund for his police bill difagreeable ; the tolls and cuſtoms being 
ſo to one party of the Hculc, the turnpike gateage to another, un- 
leſs the conſtant repairs of the leading avenues to the city were 
undertaken, Which could not be done; and the other ceſs he 
fed, he faid, was fo inadequate to his purpoſe, that he 
would decline preſſing his meaſure on the Houte any further. 


The Houſe reſolved itſelf into a committee, on the bill for 
appointing inſpectors of linen yarn in the ſeveral counties of this 
kingd m. Mr. Bolton in the chair. 

On reading the clauſe for aſcertaining the ſalary of a chamber- 
lain to the linen-hall ; 

The Prov2ft aroſe, and expreſſed his diſapprobation of the clauſe, 
judging it ſevere to curtail the falary of a worthy officer, an offi- 
cer of tried * 4 and experience for a ſeries of years, whoſe 
diligence in his {tation deſcrved rather reward and encouragement z 
who dedicated his whole time and attention to regulate and adjuſt, 
not only the departments of his duty, but even devoted his after 

. hours to the management and accommodating of the hall ; and 
could not ther fore,acgede to any meaſure that leſſened the falary 
of ſo n an officer. 

Mr. F:/ter ſtating his reaſon for limiting his falary to a certain 
ſim, ſaid, that as chamberlain of the hall, he had the diſpoſal of 
all the rooms at diſcretion ; that to put ſuch a diſcretionary pow- 
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er above the reach of temptation, to receive gratuities for a pre- 
ference of any particular perſon, to the chofte of a room, was 
his object. That the falary annexed formerly to the office, was 
but go/. a year, which, on application to the Board of Truſtees, 
was augmented to 100ʃ. for the cerfideration then ſtated by the 
preſent officer, That for the reaſon above aſſigned, the ſalary in 
this bill was further augmented to the ſum of 200/. which, with a 
good houſe, free from rent, rates, and taxes, he thought compe- 
tent for any chamberlain of the hall, let his merit be ever ſo great, 
and which merit he admitted to be poſſeſſed by the preſent 
officer. | 

The Provsft ſaid he did not diſpute the competency of ſalary 
in one caſe, but contended that it was not proportionate to other 
emoluments from which the chamberlain was precluded by this 
clauſe : That in his department that officer was permitted, even 
by conſent of the board, to accept unſolicited donations, which 
though voluntarily given, would annually exceed the preſent ſti- 
pulared ſalary ; therefore conſidered it an injury to prevent, by 
this clauſe, lach voluntary donations. That there were gentle- 
men at the bar, waiting to atteſt that the preſent officer never 
ſolicited any ſuch donation z3 and every dealer that reſorted 
the hall, were loud in their approbation of his conduct. 

Mr. F:/ter replied, that thoſe donations were the very evil he 
wanted to remedy. Could any man ſay, that an inſtitution ſup- 
ported by public grants, and intended ad an invitation for linen 
manufaQturers to reſort for ſale of their linens, free of expence— 
could any gentleman ſay, that ſuch an inſtitution was not per- 
verted, when an, officer was permitted to receive donations (he 
would have faid rent) for granting a preference of rooms ? He 
would allow every merit to the pretent officer, but he could not 
anſwer for the conduct of the future, and concluded with remark- 
ing an inſtance, wherein five guineas were given by one perſon, 
as a voluntary donation, | 

The Proveft obſerved, that the preſent officer was not only 
faithful, but excluſive of diſcharging his duty with integrity, ne- 
gociated bills for the ſeveral linen dealers; in recompence for 
which trouble, he admitted, that a perſon not conſidering him for 
ſome years, might beſtow on him ſuch a ſum together. That he 
received no gratuity without. having the ſanction of a conſent 
from the board of truſtees, He then wanted to have the witneſſes 
at the bar examined. | 

After which Sir Lucius O'Brien ſpoke for the clauſe ; and 
Captain Burgh, and Mr. Hartley againſt it, When it was agreed 
to he nay ſome progreſs, and beg leave % ſit again. 
greed to. * | 
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A : Faivay, ArxiL 2, 1784. 

The order of the day for receiving the report of the committee 
on the manufactures, being read, 

Mr. Gardiner faid—It is not my fault that this buſineſs lies un- 
der an additional diſad vantage, from the late part of the ſeſſions in 
which it is introduced —It is in the recollection of gentlemen, 
that no endeavours of mine were wanting to bring it in on an ear- 
her dav. I muſt conſeſs this an arduous buſineſs, and far ex- 
ceeding my ſtrength; but I hope and requeſt the aſſiſtance of gen- 
tlemen of greater talents than | poſſeſs.—I only furniſh the raw 
materials, let them ereQ the ſuperſtructure. 

I ſFall, Sir, firſt ſtare the purport of my propoſitions.— This is 
a meaſure to reſtrain importation, but dees not affect the expor- 
tation of raw materials. Gentlemen would have the evidence on 
that head alſo included in the report of the committee, but one 
had no connexion with the other. The committee was ordered 
to enquire into the ſtate of manufaQures at large, but they did it 
partially; they confined themſelves to the woollen branch, to 
blankets, carpets, hats, &c. My ſyſtem is not confined to theſe 
objects only, but alſo includes paper, hardware, and other ar- 
ticles, The weaving branch is certainly a very material branch 
of commerce, but = bs objects alſo have ther weight. 

Here Mr. Gar. iner obviated many objections which he ſaid had 
been made to his meaſure. It is not, ſaid he, calculated to di- 
vide, but to unite the two countries. The people of England 
will think it no cauſe of enmity with us, that we follow their ex- 
ample. She adopted protecting duties, becauſe ſhe thought it her 
intereſt—let us a& the ſame part—what's good for one, muſt be 
good for the other. 

The meaſure is no oppoſition to government. I never made it 
my bufineſs to introduce any thing for the purpoſe of embarraſſ- 
ing government. On the contrary, I thought it my duty to ſup- 
port them when right. I think it alſo my duty to admoniſh them 
of their error when wrong. Government ought to be informed of 
the grievances of the people. 

This meaſure has not been brought forward irregulatly It is 

ounded on the report of a committee, and the petitions of the 
people. I confeſs, Sir, I am ſtrongly biaſſed in its favour.— 
The deſpundency and diſtreſs of this country, together with the 
Juſtice and expediency of the meaſure itſelf, muſt make every gen 
tleman its friend. ho can behold fo many thouſands of his 
fellow-creatures ing with calamities, almoſt inſupportable 
by humanity, and ast incline to give relief? The misfortune is 
not particular—it is univerſal—not confined to Dublin, it ex- 
tends to Cork, Limerick, Waterford, the Queen's County, and 
every part of the kingdom where the woollen manufacture is car- 


* 


4 


* 
* ˙ on t dh een own iv om r ©. 


r 123 


ried on Not limited to even the woollen, but affecting every in- 
fant manufacture in this country. | 

With reſpect to the poverty and wretchedneſs of this miſeratle 
deſcription of our fellow-creatures, I think it unneceſſary to uſe a 
ſingle word. Gentlemen cannot but know the reality of this fact 
already; it is impoſſible to go through the ſtreets without meet- 
ing teſtimonies that this aſſertion is but too well founded. If, 
however, gentlemen chuſe to diſpute a thing ſo ſelf-evident, I am 
ready to produce witneſſes of character at your bar, to put it be- 
yond diſpute. | | 

If gentlemen wiſh to judge fairly, it is right to wave theory 
and ſpeculation, and confine their attention to the different eftects 
cf the different modes adopted in Great Britain and Ireland. — 
They will perceive that the long depreflion of this country is ow- 
ing to her want of proteCtion for her trade. In England, to what 
is owing the great degree of power and wealth ſhe has attained, 
but to protecting duties? | 

Now, Sir, I ſhall enter on the main part of the buſineſs, and 
let me entreat gentlemen to be free from prejudice, to diveſt them- 
ſelves of every bias. I do not mean to proceed on ſpeculation, 
but to reaſon from facts, and the ties of policy of the two king- 
doms. England has flouriſhed from adopting protecting duties, 
and Ircland has ſunk by a negle& of them. Woollens were al- 
ways the ſtaple commodity of this country as well as of England. 
It was ſo far back as Edward III. in whoſe reign acts of parlia- 
ment were paſſed, in which we find clauſes for protecting the 
trade of Ireland. At every period before 1698, we enjoyed eve- 
ry advantage of a free country: We had nothing then to con- 
tend with, as no jealouſy exiſted in the breaſt of England before 
the laſt-mentioned period. Our trade was guaranteed by Magna 
Charta ; our exports acknowledged by that venerable ftatute— 
no treaty was made in which we were not nominally or virtually 
included. Antecedent to the year 1689, our exports were dou- 
ble our imports, and the number of * almoſt doubled in 
the ten preceding years. At that period the balance of trade was 
exccedingly in favour of Ireland, being no leſs than 224, oool. 
a year, It we conſider the difficulties this country laboured un- 
der in thoſe days, and the comparative value of money then and 
now, this will be found an enotmous balance. When Ireland 
exhibited nothing but a continued {cene ot diſturbance, diſunion, 
tumult, and frequently of civil wars within herſelf, to what are 
we to attribute her advantages in commerce but to her pro- 
tecting duties, her geographical ſituation, and induſtry ? 

When William III. came to the throne of theſe kingdoms, 
he laid ſeveral unjuſt and pernicious reſtrictions on the trade of 
Ireland, in order to gratify England, which began to grow jea- 
lous of our proſperity z in other reſpects he may have ſerved 
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ahis kingdom; he may have been wiſe and good; but certainly theſe 
unjuſt and deſtructive reſtrictions, e dee with other partialities, 
manifeſted by him againſt us on all occaſions, ate more than a 
counterpoiſe to every good he has done this country. 

The firſt ſtab given in his reign to our riſing trade was in 1698, 
when a corrupt majority in this Houſe laid a duty on cloths ex- 
ported to England. Some ſpirited and patriotic members ſtanding 
up to oppoſe this meaſure, 1t was defended on the ground of be- 
ing an experiment, and that it would continue only for three 
years, but was in the year following made perpetual. Let us 
mark the conſequences.— The manufacturers, no longer able to 
find ſubſiſtence at home, emigrated, where they were received 
with open arms. The French, notwithſtanding every exertion, 
had been unable to eſtabliſh the woollen manufactures, until they 
procured Iriſh wool to mix with their own, and Iriſhmen to weave 
it. They then, conſcious of the advantages of proteCting their 
trade, laid additional duties on the importation of Engliſh cloths. 
The event ſoon conirmed with what propriety they adopted theſe 
protecting duties; they in a ſhort time manufactured enough for 
the home market, and by raiſing from time to time, the protect- 
ing duties, at length to a prohibition, are enabled not only to ri- 

Great Britain, but to underſell her in every market in Eu- 


Before the laſt mentioned reign, it was as uſual to recommend 
from the throne, at the opening of every ſeſſion, the woollen ma- 
nufacture, to the conſideration of parliament, as of late it hay 
been to recommend the linen manutacture, or any other branch 
of trade. Our journals, Sir, are full of ſuch recommenda- 
tions, 

Another argument in favour of this propoſition can be drawn 
from the great benefits this country derived, from a power ob- 
tained by James, Duke of Ormond, of prohibiting the importati- 
on of Scotch manufaQtures. The protection was obtained againſt 
Scotland, and not England, becauſe we were not then afraid of 
the latter, The utility of this duty was ſo great, as to give in 
our fayour a balance, notwithſtanding the pernicious effects of the 
plantation laws, and the other unfair reſtrictions of King Wil- 
liam's reign, on our trade. Have not we, therefore, a right to 
expect the ſame ſalutary conſequences from the adoption of a like 
meaſure now? | 

Let no man ſay that England is fo inſenſible of her own inter- 
eſt as to be averſe to this meaſure. England, from unhappy ex- 

ience, is convinced of the pernicious effects of her impolicy. 

he emigration of the Iriſh manufacturers in the reign of King 
William, is not the only inſtance that has taught that nation the 
ruinous effects of reſtrictive laws. Our own remembrance has 


furniſte i a fad inſtance of the truth of this afſertion—fyrniſhed it 
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in the American war. America was loft by Iriſh emigrants.— 
Theſe emigrations are freſh in the recollection of every gentleman 
in this Houſe; and when the unhappy differences took place, I 
am aſſured, from the beſt authority, the major part of the Ame- 
rican army was compoſed of Iriſh; and that the Iriſh language, 
was as commonly ſpoken in the American ranks as Engliſh. I am 
alſo informed, it was their valour determined the conteſt ; ſo that 
England not only loſt a principal protection of her woollen-trade 
in Europe, but alſo had America detached from her by force of 
Iriſh emigrants. 

Mr. Gardiner, after dwelling ſome time on the pernicious ef- 
fects of the act of William III. ſhewed by what progreſs impor- 
tations had ariſen, from an average ſum of 14,000/. to the enor- 
mous ſum of 8 36, oool. in the year 1778. 

In 1779, this country, no longer able to ſupport the pernici- 
ous effects of the oppreſſions under which ſhe laboured, undertook 
a great meaſure. We ſpoke out, and demanded a free trade.— 
It is but juſtice to gentlemen, it is but juſtice to the nation, that 
they were unanimous and perſevered. England acted wiſely and 
juſtly on the occaſion, and reſtored us our right. But of what 
uſe will this free trade be—will it be any thing but a name, if 
we do not ſeize the advantages of it by promoting it? It is im- 
poſſible to do ſo, unleſs we have an opportunity ot ſupplying our 
home conſumption, and exporting the redundancy. It is impoſ- 
ſible to underiell other nations in toreign markets, if underſold in 
our own, While our ports are open to the exportation of raw 
materials, and the importation of Britiſh manufactutes, can we 
expect to reap any benefit from the extenſion of our commerce? 
Let us turn our thoughts to the article of cotton, and we ſhall 
had great quantities imported, and not a fingle yard export- 
ed. The very ſame might be afficmed of many other manufac- 
tures, 

England, ſo early as the reign of Edward III. perceived the 
necellity of protecting her woollens. When a law was enacted to 
prevent wearing foreign manufactures : with teſpect to Ireland, 
however, ſhe was not then confidered as coming under the deno- 
mination of foreign. The habits of intimacy and connexion be- 
tween the two countries, prevented England from excluding Ire- 
land, when ſhe excluded the reſt of the world. Here are two 
points proved, the adoption of protecting duties, and that we 
were not conſidered a foreign nation with reſpect to England. — 
But the manufaCtures of England were then in a progrethve ſtate, 
and it appears that the home market was then the principal object 
in impoſing a duty on the importation of woollens, In the fame 
reipn it mutt. be admitted, a duty was laid on bay yarn, but this 
was only to raiſe a revenue to the crown by diſpenſations. Eng- 
land flouriſhed, but flouriſhed from a different cauſe—from the 
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E duties, which procured her a home market; the ſoon 
r outftripped other nations in her manufaQures z but in the 
reign of Elizabeth, the reſt of Europe, perceiving the good ef- 
ſects of the meaſure to England, began to lay on protecting duties 
alſo. France laid a duty of half a livre on cloth imported z this 
was ſhortly after augmented to a livre, and ſo by degrees to ac- 
tual prohibition. The Dutch followed the example.—'The ef- 
fect of thoſe protections on the manufactures of England was quick- 
ly perceptible. + 
In the year 1616, the exports decreaſed 160,000). in ſome time 
after, the ba ance was found to be more conſiderably againſt her* 
her imports being above a million, and her exports not quite 
300, oool. a year. She then found it neceſſary to recur to freſh 
protecting duties, and to prohibit the importation of broad filk, 
She alſo ſaw it neceſſary to prohibit the wear of India goods, 
Theſe protecting duties have ever ſince been accumulating, and 
Ireland included, as well as other countries. They have been 
conſtantly, as far as reſpected Ireland, increaſed during the reign 
of George I. and II. but it muſt be confeſſed, no ſuch thing has 
been done in the reign of George III. On the contrary, more 
has been procured for this country, during that period, than ſince 
our firſt connexion, 

Before the protection of her manufactures, the balance was 
conſiderably againſt her; the French importations were comput- 
ed at an average to amount to 1,500,000. per annum. Aﬀter- 
wards, by means of protecting duties, inſtead of importing, her 
exports of woollens amounted to 5,000,000 yards, Her home 
conſumption to 6, ooo, ooo; making together 11,000,000, 80 
that ſhe artived to ſuch a ſummit of greatneis as no country ſince 
the fall of the Roman empire, ever attained. By means of the 
wealth procured by manufaCtures, ſhe was in the year 1763, able 
to impoſe the law on Europe. | 

In the late unſucceſsful war, we have ſeen her maintain a 
ſtruggle no country in the world would be able to maintain but 
herielf. We ſee her now, after it, great, feared, and reſpect- 
ed, and that under the burthen- of an enormous national debt, 
which no other nation would be able to bear. 

Having, on real matter of fact, ſhewn the progreſs and ſuc- 
ceſs of the manufactures of the two countries—Having ſhewn 
how Englapd has rien, and Ireland declined—Having ſhewn 
that her Iy ſtem of policy is the cauſe of her grandeur, permit 
me to draw your attention to the difference of ſituations. In 
England, the loweſt peaſant wears good broad-bloth, feeds well, 
and is lodged comfortably, The face of the country preſents a 
view of good habitations, and communicates an unſpeakable plea- 
ſure to every man of humanity. I feel a warmth whenever I ſee 
and contemplate its beauty; but when I reflect on the miſery of 
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my own unhappy country, that I left behind me, I fink on the 
compariſon, —In England, all is joy, eaſe and content. It ma 

be ſaid, in the ſcripture-phraſe, of that country, the hills 
and vallies ſing with joy.” Let us now for a moment view the 
wretched condition of the miſerable Iriſhman. 

The Iriſhman, Sir, feeds the cattle whoſe fleſh he is debarred 
from taſting. As to clothes, he has ſcarcely any. As for habi- 
tation, he has perhaps, ſome miſcrable hovel, whither an Eng- 
lihman would not venture to turn his beaſt. Here he, with an 
unhappy wife, and wretched offspring, muſt endeavour to dra 
out exiſtence, half ſtarved, ard half famiſhed with cold. What 
a diſtinction, alas! between beings of the ſame ſpecies ! 

When, Sir, we thus view the different conditions of two peo- 
ple, it is ratural to enquire into the cauſe of this difference, — 
Are Iriſhren leſs fitted by nature to earn a livelihood than Eng- 
liſumen? Is there any difference in their frames, to produce thete 
very different effects? Are their conſtitutions worſe, or appetites 
greater? Is there any diſadvantage in the nature of our climate, 
ſoil, or ſituation of our country, to prevent our proſperity ?— 
No! the climate of this country is delightful—the ſoil as rich 
and vegetating in general as any in the world—and our ſituation 
adapted for intcrcourſe with both worlds. Thus, thoſe who ren- 
der our people idle, are the firſt to ridicule them for that idle- 
neſs, and to ridicule them without cauſe. National characteriſ- 
tics are always unjuſt, as there never was a country that has not 
produced both good and bad. Though one man may be idle, 
another will be induſtrious, and though that man may be a drunk- 
ard, this may be ſober. I am grieved, Sir, to hear thoſe un- 
candid refleQions thrown on Iriſhmen. They are general aſſerti- 
ons, falſe as they are illiberal,—Iriſhmen have ſhewn ſpirit and 
genius in whatever they have undertaken. They have ſhewn 
that they can make great exertions, when they are encouraged ; 
the difference of the cultivation of this country, from what it 
was before the laws for promoting agriculture, will evince the 
truth of my aſſertion. A great proportion of the inhabitants of 
this country, previous to thoſe laws, lived on imported corn, 
but no ſooner was encouragement held forth to the plough, than 
the national indufiry —— forth, and inſtead of importing, a 
great quantity of corn was annually exported. This will ever 
remain a poſitive contradiction to the vague and ill-founded re- 
flections on lriſbmen, 1 will even go farther, and call on gen- 
tlemen to ſpecify one inſtance, where the people were indolent, 
where the laws of their country protected them in their endea- 
vours, Let us conſider what has been done in reſpe& to our li- 
nens. Though we were compelled to yield an eſtabliſhed manu- 
facture, and to apply ourſelves to it, under the diſadvantage of 
contending with a country that has arrived at great perfection, 
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yet we proſpered. And why? Becauſe we were not interfered 
with. If this be not a proof of induſtry, | know not what may 
be called ſo. Whenever this country has been encouraged, it 
ſhewed great induſtry—witneſs our linens, our broad ſtutfs, our 
tabinets, and poplins : How groundleſs, therefore, is the charge 
of indolence? Even admitting the people cf this country were in- 
dolent, inſtead of contributing to keep them in it, by continuing 
their oppreſſions, this Houſe ought to remove that indolence. 
As every cauſe but the true one, has been ailigned for the pre- 
ſent diftrefſes of the poor, there have not been wanting Who have 
attributed it to the low price of whiſkey, and the drunkennets of 
the working manufacturers; but thofe gentlemen who have, of 
late, been fo fond of praifing the induſtry of the North, ought to 
be informed, that there is no part of Ireland, in which the people 
drink more whiſkey, and yet manufactures ſucceed there perfectly. 
This I. know, becauſe I have an eſtate in that part of the king- 
dom. I know they think nothing of drinking à pint of whiſkey in 
a day, and are able to attend to their buſineſs 7 — Some of my 
tenants have informed me, they could drink half a pint of whii- 
key with as much eaſe as any of us could a glaſs of wine. As 
for me, no man more diſapproves of the abominable Tuftom of 
drinking ſpirits z but yet, I will be free to ſay the diftreſs of 
— manufacturers, is by no means to be imputable to drunken- 
8. . 
As theſe are not the cauſes of the preſent calamities, it is natu- 
ral to aſk hat may be the ſource of them ? It may be anſwered, 
that want of employment is that ſource. Numbers of manufac- 
turers cannot get their goods ſold. How therefore, can they give 
employment? Several circumſtances contribute to forwarding the 
importation of Engliſh goods, whereby our own are injured. - In 
England they have large capitals ; they can buy and tell much 
cheaper than our manufacturers, who have in general very mall 
capitals. The man with a large capital can afford to give long 
credit, which the other cannot, and eight per cent. will yield a 
ter profit to him in trade, who has to, oo. than ten per cent. 
to him who has but 1000/. In England they give two years cre- 
dit, when we can ſcarcely give fix months, which induces peo- 
ple'to deal with them, as they have a year and fix months inter- 
eſt on the money. This enables them to turn their capitals of- 
tener, ſo that if they ſell, even for leſs than others, the quick dif- 
poſal of their goods will not fail to bring them at the end of the 
year a much greater profit. | 
Something muſt be done to relieve the thouſands who now are 
famiſhing in your ſtreets. The city of Dublin, with a degree of 
humanity that will ever do it honour, has hitherto ſuccoured them 
-by 22 donations. But the donations of the city of Dub- 
lin will be found inadequate to the miſeries of thoſe poor men.— 
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The non-importation agreement entered into in 1779, afforded 
them ſome ſmall relief for that time, but ſerved only to augment 
their diſtreſs ſince, as magazines of Engliſh cloths were then form- 
ed in this country, © 586 

Another expedient was, eſtabliſhing manufactories here, but, 
Sir, theſe have ended generally in the ruin of thoſe who have at- 
tempted it, for the Engliſh riders immediately give notice to their 
employers, when a manufactory is going to be ſet up; the con- 
ſequence is, the Britiſh merchant reſolves to loſe for a time, ſends 
over an abundance of the commodity, ſells it cheaper than it can 
poſſibly be wrought for, and totally overthrows his rival. Sir, I 
remember an inſtance of this in England itſelf; there was a houſe 
in Nottingham carried on a conſiderable trade in one branch of 
buſineſs; another finding it ſo profitable, determined to undertake 
it alſo ; but the owner of the firſt houſe determined to loſe an im- 
menſity, and underſell the new one; the latter, conſequently, 
failed in a ſhort time, and the buſineſs returned to its ancient chan- 
nel. This ſhews, Sir, that the Engliſh merchant will always be 
an overmatch for any manufactory we ſet up, which can any way 
injure him. Now, Sir, another expedient was, opening aur ex- 
port trade; I never ſhall arraign that meaſure : It was conducted 
by a gentleman, whoſe memory I ſhall ever revere, and whom I 
never think of without emotions which I cannot expreſs ; but, 
Sir, an export trade is beginning at the wrong end; unleſs there 
is an home conſumption it will never avail. 

The home conſumption is what gives money and ſpirit to the 
undertaker z without money he cannot pay the men whom he em- 
ploys, and that money 1s only to be had by home conſumption, 
Since then the remedies that have been applied are ineffeQual, let 
us now ſee what may be ſucceſsful z and in this let us copy the 
conduct of England, of France, and other commercial countries; 
and that is by protecting our manufactures at home. 

Then, Sir, faſhion, though it may appear at firſt a trivial mat+ 
ter, has a very great effect on our trade, and for this reaſon— 
whatever is the faſhion, the manufacturer has a home conſumpti- 
on for, and ſells at an enormous advanced profit, for ready mo- 
ney ; as ſoon as the faſhion alters, he has made fo much by it, 
that he can ſend over the redundancy here, and fell it at firſt 
coſt, or conſiderably under the firſt coſt, and ſtill be a gainer ;— 
and therefore, though ſome perſons here have ſent to England, 
and got patterns of the faſhionable articles, yet before the patterns 
could be procured, the dies prepared, and the manufacture 
r the Engliſh merchant would have varied his falhion there, 
and ſent the redundancy over to us, and underſold us ſo as to de- 
ſtroy our hopes. | 

ow, Sir, what have been the remedies which we have en- 
deavoured to provide? A non · importation agreement, which, 

Vol. III. K 
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while it laſted, had ſome effect, but it was but temporary, the 
benefit ariſing from it was but for a ſeaſon, and I fear it has eſta- 
bliſhed a permanent evil ; for, Sir, it was by no means general, 
and the people, particularly in the North, who were not fo much 
injured by importation, eſtabliſhed warehouſes, opened their porte, 
and laid in ſuch a quantity of Engliſh goods, as poured an inun- 
dation upon us, the moment the agreement was at an end.—A 
few words, continued Mr. Gardiner, will be ſufficient to prove, 
that this meaſure will not be injurious to the landed property of 
this country. The advantages of the man of landed eſtate, and 
of the manufacturer are reciprocal z for the proſperity of the one 
is the ſupport of the other. The petition therefore preſented to 
this Houſe, by an Honourable Gentleman, from certain landhold- 
ers of his county, cannot with any degree of propriety be urged 
againſt this meaſure. | | 
Mr. Gardiner then read the following reſolutions : 
1ſt. That it appears to this Houſe, that the woriing manu- 
— of this kingdom, are in the greateſt poverty and diſ- 
3. | | | 
2dly. That the importation of foreign manuſactures into this 
kingdom, has of late years conſiderably increaſed, and ſtill con- 
33 3 AN 8 71 
y- That this t importation, by impeding our manu- 
| res, 1s the cauſe of this — And diſtreſs. 25 | 
Athly. That the interference of parliament is neceſſary to te- 
move thoſe evils. ; #40 
He afterwards moved the firſt. „ 1 
Mr. Hartley ſaid, every acknowledgment of gratitude was due 
to the Right Honourable Gentleman (Mr. Gardiner) for the 
extraordinary pains he had taken, during the whole proceſs of this 
buſineſs, and the unremitting labour and expence he had been at, 
to acquire to his country this great advantage. That a gentle- 
man of his reſpectability and large property, ſhould facrince all 
the pleaſures of life, afforded by his ſituation, to ſerve the pub- 
lic, was the trueſt mark of real patriotiſm. He would have his 
reward in the gratitude of his countrymen, but much more in his 
conſciouſneſs of having done right. The e were truly 
wretched, and no man of humanity could behol their miſeries, 
and not ſhare a part of them. This was not imputable to idle- 
neſs ; that charge had been with much injuſtice laid at their doors; 
manners were not from ſoil or climate. Their difireſs 
from want of employment, not from idleneſs. This want of 
employment was created by the interference of another country, 
who was herſelf fully ſenſible of the utility of protecting duties.— 
Would oy man ſay an Iriſhman had a greater ſhare of depravity 
or original fin in his compoſition than an Engliſhman ? For her 


own ſake, England would leave her ports open to the proviſions 
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of Ireland; ſhe took from us only what was abſolutely neceſſary, 
bay linen and yarnz but we took every manufacture from her. 
We took her Eaſt India goods at one third more than we could 
have them at another market. They were ſo attentive to the 
home conſumption of their own manufactures, that they would 
not themſelves wear the goods of their Eaſt India Company, but 
ſent them to us, who ha no intereit in them. Half a million of 
Engliſh money came into this country annually, while we ſent 
one million and a half to England for manufactures. Gentlemen 
had objected to protecting duties on the principle of England's 
refuſing our linens z but this was a miſtaken idea; for nations, 
like individuals, were influenced by intereſt, Much Iriſh money 
was ſpent in Great Britain, which could not be done, if the linen 
manufacturers received a check. The north of Ireland had diſ- 
played, for ſome time, much liberality, both in religion and po- 
lities. He was ſure they would obferve the ſame conduct on 
this occaſion. | i 

Alderman Warren ſaid he had gone frequently into the Liberty; 
it was impoſſible to deſcribe che diſtreſſes of the poor work- 
ing manufacturers. Who could, without melting into compaſſion, 
ſee eight or ten in a family ſtarving on a bundle of ftraw ? Who 
could, without being diſtreſſed, ſee the miſerable father and mo- 
ther, with a helpleſs off-ſpring, turned adrift on the wide world— 
their lictle all diſpoſed of. The Houſe ſhould do ſomething to re- 
lieve theſe miſerable beings, as the very humane citizens of Dublin 
would not be able to maintain them continually. If the Houſe 
paid attention to the relief of foreigners, why not to their own 
rage} He heard it frequently from gentlemen, on the other 

de of the Houſe, do not do this, or do not do that, Great Britain 
has not done ſo, but now that they had her example for impoſing 
protecting duties, why not follow it? 

Sir Boyle Reche thought there was an abſolute neceſſity of doing 
ſomething, and adviſed the Houſe to buy up all the manufaQures 
on hands, and turn exporters themſelves. , 

Mr. cer ſaid he would ſhew that the facts adduced by the 
Right Hon, Gentleman (Mr. Gardiner) were imputable to other 
cauſes, and as he conſidered a committee the proper place for 
ſo doing, ſhould move, that the Houſe would go into one, on 
the reſolutions. He then moved for a committee of ways and 
means. 

Mr. Gardiner ſaid, if the reſolutions paſſed in the Houſe, he 
ſhould have no objection to going into a committee of ways and 
means; but till then, would oppoſe it. But in truth, the N 
Hon. Gentleman (Mr. Foſter) had no inclination that the faQs 
ſhould ſtand on the journals. If the committee were inſiſted on, 
he would take the ſenſe of the Houſe. „(s 

Mr. Fefter ſpoke in favour of the committee. / 
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Sir Henry Cavendiſh d with the Right Hon. Gentleman 
(Mr. Gardiner) as far as he went, but he would have gone far- 
ther, and ſtated more. No man could deny the truth of the-re- 
ſolutions : he was therefore a friend to protecting duties, and 
would vote againft going into a committee, as he thought it better 
in the Houfe to ſtate the propriety. | 
Sir Jobs Blaquiere, after paying many compliments to Mr. 
Gardiner, ſaid, as they ought to have ſomething firſt to debate, 
he would oppoſe the committee. n | 
The Receruer was for the committce. Le 

Alfter a diſpute whether the order of the Houſe, relative to the 
members ſpeaking twice ſhould not be rigidly adhered to, in the 
caſe of members on the ſide of oppoſition, 2 gentlemen on 
the treaſury bench had been permitted to ſpeak without inter- 
ruption, N F ” ; 
| be queſtion was put on Mr. Foſter's amendment, when there 
appeared, for going into the committee, en 


4 ” 


ooo 2 Ab pp , Bod 2 
r 7-20" Crs 046 
j $3, es 6 EEE, . . 4 " 
Wes, R 1 2 —— | 
Majority, f : L 8 2 f — — an £4 74 X 


The Houſe in a committee, Mr. Bolton in the chair, 
Mx. Gerdines moved that an additional duty of 25:64. per yard, 
be laid on old | drapery imported into this kingdom, from the 1ſt 
day of May next, to the 25th day of March, 1785, incluſive. 

. Parſons was for having the duties between the countries 
equal, which he thought a ſufficient protection for our trade; 
otherwiſe 6ur conduct might be conſtrued into an acknowledg- 
ment of ſuperiority, -Laft parliament had aſſerted their indepen- 
dency, and would the preſent give up that independency ? In 
Ireland, he faid, no more than 6. a yard was impoſed on the 

Importation of Engliſh cloths, while ours in England were charged 
with a duty of 2/. 0s. 64, In order to equalize the duties, there- 
fore, he would, if he found it agreeable to gentlemen, move an 
amendment, that 40s. be ſubſtituted for 25. & & > 
Mr. Garuiner acknowledged the jultice of the Hon. Gentleman's 
idea, who ſpoke laſt, but ſaid ſeveral reaſons prevented him from 
going ſuch legs, He was unwilling to excite enemies to the 
meaſure, All he wiſhed for, was, ſuch a protecting duty as 
would enſure employment to our manufacturers, and not give 
jealouſy to England. | $i « 
Mr. Griffith ſaid, he would not take up the time of the com- 
mittee, with recapitulating the miſeries and diſtreſſes which this 
-_ country. had ſuttered ſince the commencement of the preſent 
century, nor wound their feelings even with a faint deſcription 
of the preſent diſtreſſed and dejeQed ſtate of the lower 2 

people, in the ſouthern diſtricts of this kingdom; it was ſufficient 
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to ſay, that there did not exiſt upon the face of the earth a race 
of men in ſo abject and wretched: a condition —he would not ex- 
cept the Eſquimaux in North America, not the Hottentots at the 
Cape of Good Hope, When we look back upen the melancholy 
picture of our diſtreſſes, and view the preſſing evils under 
which we now bend, it is natural to enquire whether the cala- 
mities we have ſuffered, have proceeded from any inherent vici- 
ouſneſs or imbecility in the diſpoſitions of the people, or whether 
they have been produced by the- impolicy and injuſtice of our 
laws.—I will not ſuppoſe any man ſo abſurd as to maintain that 
there is any inherent defect in the natural organization of my 
countrymen. This unhappy cauſe muſt then have been produc- 
ed by the impolicy of our laws; for from one of theſe two 
cauſes it muſt proceed: If then our diſtreſſes have proceeded from 
the impolicy of our laws, I maintain that the cauſe is not yet 
removed, becauſe the effect has not ceaſed, but rather increaſed 
of late. Gentlemen talk a great deal of the happy effects of our 
free trade, our free conſtitution, &c. but when they come to 
examine theſe high ſounding words more nearly, I fear they will 
find they have been deluded. Sir, Lord North knew very well, 
when he granted you a free trade, that he gave you nothing, or 
at moſt a uſeleſs bauble; and when petitions were delivered 
againſt our free trade, by ſeveral manufacturing towns in England, 
he aſſured them, in circular letters, that nothing effeQtual had, 
cr ſhould be granted to Ireland: Nothing effeQtual !—He knew 
very well, that to grant a liberty of unbounded export to a nati- 
on, that was not in poſſeſſion of any manufactures, was like giv- 
ing a general evacuation to a man dying of inanity z it was like 
opening the veins of a wretch expiring with hunger. Sit, there 
cannot be a ſtronger proof of the deſperate and mortal ſtate into 
which we are declined, than the very arguments which gentle- 
men have ſo often uſed to make us ſatisned with our condition. 
If, Sir, notwithſtanding a fertile and luxuriant foil, a mild cli- 
mate, together with the ineſtimable bleiling of civil liberty, we 
have languiſhed for near a century, in wretchedneſs; if, Sir, af- 
ter having added to theſe favourable circumſtances, a perfect 
emancipation-of our trade, and freed our conſtitution from the 
burthen of a, foreign yok, and that we are now in the en- 
joyment of profound peace; it, Sir, notwithſtanding the ſuper- 
addition of theie bleſſings, we ſtill continue rapidly to decline, is 
it not evident that the cauſe ſtill exiſts as forcibly as ever? and 
is it not natural for us in ſuch a. ſituation to look round, and 
view the policy of other nations, to obſerve how they have ariſen 
from indigence into affluence and ſplendor? Is it not natuial 
for us to direct our eyes towards that country, to which we are 
deſired on every other occaſion to look for precedents and exam- 
ples? And if we find that England, that France, that every coun- 
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try, which has been at liberty to conſult and purſue its own 


intereſts, has uniformly purſued one plan; that they have all 
given a decided preference to their own manufaQures, in their 
own markets; and if we find, that this policy has been attended 
with the happieſt effects, and without any miſchievous conſe- 
quences whatſoever, is it not natural, that, in our wretched 
and dejected ſituation, we ſhould wiſh to adopt a policy that has 
been found upon experience ſo beneficial to other nations ? What 
then is it, I would aſk, that is to prevent us from taking ſo wiſe 
a ſtep; from adopting ſo ſalutary a meaſure ? | 

The oſtenſible objections are two. The firſt is indeed of a 
very flight nature, and requires but a very light anſwer. In or- 
der to ground an objection, gentlemen ſuppoſe what was never 
intended, namely, that we ſhould exclude the Engliſh manufac- 
tures from our markets. Then, ſay they, we ſhall be at the 
mercy of a ſet of idle, lazy, and caballing workmen, who will 
raiſe the price, and debaſe the quality of their goods. Sir, that 
report contains inconteſtible evidence to contradiQ this aſſer- 
tion. Several of the principal manufacturers of this city, as well 
as perſons deputed by the journeymen, have bound themſelves 
ſolemnly to obſerve whatever regulations this Houſe may think 
proper to make for their conduct in future. But, Sir, we have 
a ſtrong tie upon them, and that is their own intereſt ;- they know 
very well, that it is in the power of this Houſe to reſcind any 
reſolutions, or to repeal any acts which we may make in their fa- 
vour, ſhould they prove themſelves unworthy of the encourage- 
ment given them. But, Sir, let me ſay that the reproach of 
idleneſs and irregularity, which is made to our manufacturers, 
comes with a very bad grace from the old members of this Houſe z 
from thoſe legiſlators who are in ſome degree the cauſe of thoſe 
diſorders they complain of. I ſay, the cauſe, in having ſo long 
been filent ſpectators of the miſerable condition of our manufac- 
turers, without having taken any effective meaſure for their re- 
lief. You are idle—you are idle, ſaid Pharaoh to the children 
of Iſrael, when they complained of the hardſhip of being obliged 
to make bricks without ftraw. You are idle — you are vicious 
and lazy, ſay the Hon. and Right Hon. Gentlemen to the manu- 
faQurers of Ireland, when they complain of having no work to 
perform !—As to the other objection, it is indeed of a ſerious 
nature, and deſerves a ſerious anſwer. I mean the effect which 
the meaſure of protecting duties might eventually have upon 
the linen manufacture of this country. Now, Sir, I do not pre- 
tend to any knowledge in the linen buſineſs myſelf. My argu- 
ments muſt be drawn from the beſt information 1 could obtain, 


and particularly from materials with which the report upon your 


table has furniſhed me. But, Sir, I will not fatigue the Houſe 


with entering into the detail of this argument; 1 will for a mo- 
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ment allow the full force of what gentlemen wiſh to eſtabliſh, 
namely, that it is in the power of England to annihilate the 
linen manufaRure of this country. What then becomes of our 
free-tradez where is the beautiful fabric of our independence 
flown, if we are at the mercy of the linen-factors of England, 
if they are to be the arbiters of our fate? For in truth, if they 


can ruin our linen manufactute, they are ſo. What mockery is it 


for us to meet here in ſolemn debate! But Sir, thank God, it 
is no ſuch thing. I will not ſay that it is not in the power of 
England, if ſhe choſe to quarrel with this country, to give ſome 
check to our linen ne Ance, by prohibiting the entry of it 
into Great Britain; but, Sir, that this could only be a tempo- 
rary check is ſufficiently evinced by the conduct of thoſe men 
who are chiefly intereſted in this buſineſs, I mean the linen fac- 
tors of this city, and the linen merchants and manufacturers of 
the north. They are convinced, Sir, that it is not in the power 
of England, materially to injure the linen trade of this country; 
and, vir, it appears by the report on your table, that a majority 
of the former, I mean the — merchants of this city, at a 
meeting publicly held in the chamber 4 commerce, declared 
that this country was likely to gain more by the meaſure of pro- 
tecting duties, than ſhe could ſuffer by any proceeding of Great 
Britain, in regard to the linen manufacture. Theſe circumſtances, 
Sir, are inconteſtible; gentlemen, therefore, appear more inte- 
reſted for the linen trade, than the perſons who are moſt in- 
tereſted in it, and who are certainly the beſt judges, ſeem to be. 
He faid, he could not by any means conſent to the propoſition of 
the Hon. Gentleman on the floor, for increaſing the duty to 40s. 
it militated againft the principle upon which his H riend 
had proceeded from the firſt. It was repugnant to the principle 
upon which he ſupported protecting duties. The ideas of thoſe 
duties aroſe in the mind of his Right Hon. Friend, from a com- 
miſeration of the diſtreſſes of the wretched inhabitants of the 
country, and not from any party ſpirit, or factious motive, 
whatſoever, The only way to ſerve the manufacturers of Ireland 
is to put them on an equal footing with the Engliſh artiſts, to lay 
ſuch duties on the import of woollens ag might ſerve to counter- 
balance the great capitals of the Engliſh, the low price of their 
wool, and their great exactneſs in furniſhing goods. Will any 
man in this Houſe refuſe to put the Iriſh manufacturer upon an 
equal footing with the Engliſhman ? Is it poſlible that ſo juſt, 
ſo equitable a propoſition can be rejected? | 

He pardon of the committee, and ſaid he would not 
have detained them a moment longer, had it not been for ſome» 
thing that fell from a very worthy and reſpectable alderman be- 
low him, relating to the Genevans. There is no part of the 
conduct of adminiftration, ſaid he, which I fo highly approve, 
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. as the egcouragement to the eſtabliſhment of the Genevyans in thi 
2 as it will introduce a number of excellent artizans into 
Ireland, who will give my countrymen examples of induſtry, pa- 
tience and œconomy. Theſe ate virtues of a manufacturing and 
a commercial people; and theſe are virtues which the Iriſh in ge- 
neral are moſt dehcient in. Mr. Gr:ffith concluded with paying 
a very high compliment to Mr. Gardiner on the very. great atten- 
. ability he had diſplayed in the Whole progreſs of this 
eis. ou 
Sir Henry Cavendiſh thought the 25. 6d, too much; he was for 
giving this country a decided advantage, but was an enemy to 
monopoly, Nr 
Major Deyle ſaid, the preſent motion has heen introduced with 
ſo much clearneſs and preciſion by the Right Honourable Mover, 
and has been — with ſo much ability in the courſe of the 
debate, that it would ſeem little neceſſary for ſo young a member 
as he, to add any arguments to thoſe weighty ones already ad- 
duced—to convince the Houſe of the wiſdom, the juſtice, and 
expediency of agreeing to the reſolution before it But, Sir, conti- 
nued he, although my imall experience will not admit of my af- 
tording ſo largely to its. ſupport, as thoſe gentlemen who have 
gone before me in the debate, yet, Sir, I am anxious to contti- 
te my mite to the advancement of ſo ſalutary a meaſure—Sir, 
if I addrefſed myſelf to the humanity of this Houſe, I am cont- 
dent I hould apply myſelf well; but when in addition to that, 
there is the ſtrong plea of national juſtice ; a combination of ſuch 
motives muſt be found irreſiſtible It is therefore, that I riſe 
to offer a few words in behalf of our diſtreſſed manufacturers. 
From i documents upon your table, collected upon oath from 
thoſe moſt competent to give information, (and whoſe opinions 
receive additional weight from great reſpectability of character) 
we learn that the diſtreſs of our ttades-folk ariſes from the great 
conſumption of the manufactures of another country, to the de- 
preſſion and total demolition of thoſe of our own—vir, I will not 
ampure this predilection to the want of patriotiſm in my coun- 
#rymen ; I will ſay, that it is rather their misfortune than their 
fault ; it ariſes on je hand from the long credit which the 
Englith merchant from his large capital is enabled to afford, and 
on the other from the long credit which the Iriſh conſumer from 
his continued hoſpitality is obliged to demand. Theſe two cauſes 
combined, with the facility by which this intercourle is carried 
on, form the grand ſource of all thoſe diſtreſſes we are now called 
upon to telieve. Remove the cauſe, the effect will naturally ceaſe; 
take away this facility by impoſing ſuch a duty as will place 
your own manufacturer in his own, country, upon an equality 
with any other. Sir, I wiſh not to prohibit the exertions of 
Sthers, | with only to protect thoſe of our own. Sir, I am aware 
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that it may be here aſked me, how the neceſſity for this protecti- 
on becomes greater at preſent than it has heretofore been ?—Sir, I 
will anſwer, but it is with pain and grief I anſwer - Britain has 
loſt thirteen provinces, and with-them, her colony export-trade, 
which before the non-importation agreement of 1775, in America, 
was alone valued at fix millions annually ; ſhe has Toſt her Levant 
trade, and has now no market into which ſhe can throw her re- 
dundant manufactures, fave only this poor country—Pull hear- 
tily do I ſympathize in her ſorrows, and fall willingly would I 
alleviate her diſtreſſes, by bearing ſuch a portion of her burthen 


' a5 would not _— cruſh and ruin ourſelves ; but I would be juſt 


to Ireland, before I was generous even to her; not that I love 
England leſs, but that I love Ireland more. Let us now examine 
the objections raiſed by the opponents to the preſent plan. Sir, 
it is ſaid that the diſtreſſes are in a great meaſure artificial, and that 
where they are real, they are owing to the late unfavourable ſea- 
ſons ; the idleneſs and dillipation of our lower claſs of workmen, 
and finally the manufacturers being crowded into the metropolis, 
where the price of proviſions is neceſſarily very much enhanced, 
Theſe are plauſible aſſertions, for they are not arguments. Im- 
poſtors, no doubt, Sir, have taken advantage of the general cala- 
mity, and perſonated manufacturers in diftreis, but this is arguing 
from the abuſe, Sit; for I fear many inſtances might be adduced, 
of thoſe whom want has carried to untimely graves, and it is go- 
ing great lengths in artince indeed, when people will even die 
to deceive their benefactors. As to the idleneſs of our lower claſs, 
] deplore it as much as any one; but ſurely ſhe never put on ſo 
ſtrange a guiſe, as when ſhe went to and fro ſeeking for employ- 
ment: In this inſtance you tie up their hands from induſtry, and 
then upbraid them with their idleneſs. Sir, I agree that the metropo- 
lis is an improper place for the (eat of a great manufacture: But, Sir, 
all theſe are but ſecondary cauſes of diſtreſs; as far as they have been 
local and temporary, they have been done away, by the munificence 
of our Viceroy, the providence of our parliament, and the benevo- 
lence of our citizens. But, Sir, the primary Cauſe originates in a ra- 
dical error of gur commercial yſtem ; which nothing but the inter- 
terence of theegitlature can effectually move. Fe is ſaid, Sir, 
that the prefent plan will create a jealouſy with England, which, by 
her retaliating, will injure our linen trade Sir, he muſt be an 
enemy to both countries, who would wilh to create a jealouſy in 
either : Sir, I am for rooting out all jealouſy, and implanting in 
its ſiead a ſpirit of emulation; I would throw open the gates of 
wealth alike to each, and induttry alone ſhould mark precedence. 
But, Sir, ſurely no man, will ſay that England will be jealous, 
becauſe Ireland is not wretched z Sir, it is a libel upon the good 
name of England, which as its friend I cannot believe: It is ſaid 
that it will ruin our linen trade; but of this ſurely thoſe concern- 
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ed in that branch muſt be the beſt judges, and we have never 
heard of any petition or remonſtrance againſt the meaſure, from 
the inhabitants of Ulſter, who it is well known are not ſlow in 
forming and diſſeminating their opinions upon public meaſures.— 
Sir, upon the whole, I am an advocate for a protecting duty to 
our own manufacturers; but I am not bigoted to any preciſe 
plan; and if any gentleman will ſhew me a mode leſs exception- 
able, and equally efficacious for relieving our manufacturers, I 
will forego my own opinion and follow his, and will ſay to him, 
in the language of the poet, Si quid noviffi rectius, candiaus imperti, 
non, bis utere mecum. ; 

Mr. Feller 2 qo the decline in our woollen manufacture, 
by ſtating the increaſe in the importation of Spaniſh wool to have 
been greater theſe two years paſt, than in the ten preceding years, 
and by entering into an — of the bay- yarn exports, which he 
aſſerted to be reduced one halt. He could not, therefore, conceive 
whence this cry of diſtreſs could ariſe. The diſtreſs, he ſaid, 
was by no means univerſal.—The moſt populous province in Ire- 
land did not feel any! The diftreſs complained of did not ariſe 
from importation. 7. prove this, he entered into a long and in - 
tricate calculation of i of old and new drapery, and con- 
cluded there had been a ſe in the importation of theſe arti- 
cles; fuſtian he included in the ſame ſtatement. 

It appeared from the evidence given by Mr. Haſhel, at their 
bar, that after ſeveral days deliberation in the chamber of com- 
merce, this queſtion had been carried by a majority only of two; 
12 having divided for, and 10 againſt it. f 

He faid this reſolution would operate like the non-importation 
agreement, when manufactures decreaſed in quality and encreaſed 
in price. He himſelf went to the Iriſh woollen warehouſe to buy 
cloth, and was informed, on exprefling his ſurprize why the price 
fince the day before, had been raiſed 15. a yard, that it was on ac- 
count of the non · importation agreement. l 

The greatneſs of England was to be attributed to other cauſes, 
as well as to mn duties; to the acceſſion of wealth ſhe ac- 
quired from her Weſt India iſlands and colonies. ProteQing du- 
ties were not the moſt EffeQtual mode of enriching this kingdom. 
Let the people turn their attention to other object to their fiſh- 
cries, &c. When gentlemen urge the neceſſity of protecting du- 
ries, the balance of the whole trade with England, and not of part, 
mould be taken into conſideration. If thoſe prohibitory duties 
were laid on Engliſh woollens, was it not natural ſhe would retali- 
ate, and transfer her linen trade to Germany? If gentlemen ex- 
peRed a market for their linens in Spaig and Portugal, the duty 
was 23 per cent, If in America they would be miſtaken, —Some 
may be induced to be of opirion, that long habits of connexion 
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Jy might operate againſt this retaliation, but he was convinced in- 
m tereſt was a very ſtrong motive to be combated. 
in Intereſt would influence the conduct of England; ſhe found 
* Ireland her beſt market, therefore dealt with her; but the 
to protecting duties would make this country a bad market; ſhe would 
le therefore transfer her trade to ſome other. 
n- He ſaid that the 25, oool. lent to Captain Brooke had procured 
I him a partnerſhip of 20, ooo. more from England; and aſked, if 
n, the ribbon manufactures had been increaſed by all the volunteer 
1 cockades, or thoſe uſed at the late elections? As the evil was 
temporary, a temporary relief would meet approbation. The 
e, people of England, he ſaid, were a proud people, and, there- 
ve fore, he adviſed this country not to irritate their paſſions, but to 
s, leave this affair to be adjuſted by negociztion. | 
he Mr. Monck Moſon ſaid, he was decidedly againſt provoking the 


” people of England. 

Mr. Gardiner. Though the Right Honourable Gentleman (Mr. 
Foſter) has been very dextrous in adducing ſpecious arguments, 
I cannot be perſuaded that our manufactures are not on the decline. 
That they are ſo, is incontrovertible from the hands not employ- 
ed. The Right Honourable Gentleman has adopted a fallacious 
mode of argument, to prove the fact by applying general princi- 
ples to particular objects. | | 

He talked much of not irritating the paſſions of a proud people 
into acts of retaliation : But we are alſo a proud people, and 
ſhould not be irritated into acts of deſperation! In my opinion, 
the people of England are too wiſe to be irritated without cauſe 
—to be irritated becauſe we ſhould follow the wiſe example of 
protecting our commerce, which they themſelves have ſet us !— 
But England is only to retaliate when any meaſure, not a favou- 
rite of the Right Honourable Gentleman, 1s to be carried into exe- 
cution. The ſugar-vill was a protecting duty more hoſtile than 
the preſent ; but that was a favourite meaſure of the Right Ho- 
nourable Gentleman, and England was not then to retaliate. The 
duty on ſugars at firſt was made 55. 64. after 9s. and at laſt 125. 
Did the Right Honourable Gentleman ſay, England was to be 
rritated ? But the duty on woollens is leſs likely to irritate than 
the duty on ſugars. The duty on beer this ſeſſion, was a pro- 
tecting duty—the duty on corn and flour, a protecting duty—and 
Yet we have not heard that England was irritated, or took an 
ſteps towards retaliation. The duty impoſed. by the Right Hon. 
Gentleman on iron wire, was not a protecting but a-prohibiting 
duty ; not impoled to ferve the nation, but an individual; not 
for the general advantage, but to create a monopoly in favour of a 
friend, hut 1 wouia aſk the Right Honourable Gentleman, 
me Ginny right have theſe to protection, than the weaving 
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Thy laws in favour of agriculture had a greater tendency to ir- 


rĩtation, as they militated much more againſt the intereſts of 
Great Britain than the meaſure before us; and yet the Right Hon. 
Gentleman never expreſſed any dread of their provoking that na- 
tion into acts of retaliation. 

Admitting that England was willing to retaliate, let us conſi- 
der in what the can annoy us, and we ſball find ſhe can do it three 
ways, by withdrawin 45 bounty on Iriſh linens— taking off the 
. on German and Durch linens—or by laying a duty on Iriſh 

inens. 

By taking off the bounty, we could not be much injured, a 
we might eaſily provide a remedy by granting a bounty on ex- 
portation z her own intereſt would be hurt as well as ours, if ſhe 
took away the duty on foreign linen, by the loſs of a revenue of 
150,000), a year. 4 

I admit ſhe could annoy us in laying heavy duties on our linen; 
but there exiſts an inſu obſtacle to thiz—her own intereſt. 
It would be impolitic in her to take this ſtep, as ſhe gets finer and 
better linen from this kingdom than from any other. While it te- 
mains her intereſt to deal with us for fine linens, no Britiſh mini- 
ſter will be found Mad enough to adopt any meaſure for transfer- 
ring her trade to any other market. eee, 

45 to coarſe linens, we ſhall have a good market in America. — 
With reſpect to Spain, the Spaniards find Iriſh coarſe linen to an- 
ſwer better for printing, than thoſe of any other country. I heir 
own adyantage, therefore, will, with them, be an irreſiſtible in- 
ducement to take our manufactures. 

If gentlemen ſay Great Britain will retaliate, they ſhould aſſign 
their, reaſons. I ſay ſhe will not.— The agriculture laws, and 
ſome others militated more againſt her intereſt, than the preſent 
meaſure, and ſhe has not retaliated, If ſhe were to do fo, it ap- 

ars to me ſhe would hurt herſelf more than us, as our means 
Belp thoſe enormous drains to abſentees, ſpent in that king- 
dom, might be leſſened. _ | 

With reſpe& to Germany and Ruſſia, Ireland has more than 
double the quantity of her manufactures than thoſe two large coun- 
tries together. I his I could prove by documents from the board 
of commiſſioners. I think, therefore, we can have nothing to feu 
from that quarter. | 5 

As to the apprehenſions of ſome r that we have not 2 
ſufficient quantity of wool, a little unbiaſſed conſideration will 
ſhew them groundleſs. If we bave not wool enough at preſent, 
we may mile it. The ſoil of this country is as capable of ſup- 
plying wool as that of England, and vegetation is as great here 


as in any part of the world. We have alſo a greater proportion of 


land to our number of inhabitants. There the proportion is 5 1-5 
rcres to each perſon; hereitis 7 to 1. In England ſheep walls 


DE B ATE 8. 141 
f and tillage are not incompatible ; why ſhould they be fo in Ire- 
: land ? 2 115 
The Right Honourable Gentleman has made ſome alluſions to 
the non · importation agreement, and imputed a riſe at that period 
# in the price of cloths, to improper motives in the manufacturers 3 
e but he would have acted with more juſtice had he attributed it to 
10 other cauſes z great quantities were lying on hands; the demand 
h by the volunteers, who were then in the infancy of their inſtitu- 
tion was great and ſudden; and the raw materials were very ſcarce, 
23 which rendered a freſh ſupply expenſive. To this, and not to any 
1 fault in the manufacturers, the inferiority of quality, and in- 
be creaſe of price, mentioned by the Right Honourable tleman, 
of ought to be attributed. The raiſing the price of articles on any 
ſudden and great demand, is not peculiar to this, it is common 
D; to every country. Nothing is more cuſtomary in England than, 
on a general mourning, to raiſe their cloths to the higheſt price. 
nd But the demand, after the non-importation ement, they knew 
re- would be only temporary. Several circumſtances induced them 
ni- to act as they did ; if the demand had been conſtant, they would 
et- have done otherwiſe. * 212378 
Let not gentlemen, I entreat, go into ſpeculations on retalia- 
* tion; let them reaſon from facts; let them act according to the 
an- dictates of humanity, and interpoſe between thouſands of their 
beit ſellow· creatures, and the pinching gripe of poverty. Let them 
i. not be too cautious for Great Britain againſt VFou have 
followed their example in other things, why not in this, where 
lign every motive of juſtice and humanity con. pire to urge you for- 
— ? Do not expect that your wretched manufactuters can be 
ſent able to ſupport the load of calamity they labour under. Do not 
ap- expect, unleſs you wiſh to act like the Roman tyrant, ,who-com« 
js of manded the people to be merry on pain of death, that they: will 
u. be able to feign ſatisfaction in their countenance, when tlieir hearts 
are wrung with all the anguiſh of want. The meaſure is founded 
in truth and juſtice the people have ſet their hearts on it, and it 
muſt ultimately ſucceed, - | FF 
Mr. George Ogle ſaid, he would conſider the queſtion in a-poli- 
tical and commercial light. Negociation was not the mode for- 
merly, but was ſo now; as we were independent, and on a foot- 
ing of equality with England. He confeſſed he had a great ob- 
jection to the meaſure, and would vote againſt it. WAA 1k 
The Attorney General ſaid, if importations were ſtopped here, 
England would look for a German market, which might deprive 
us of great part of the ſale of our linens. No man of humanity, 
he ſaid, could ſee the poor men, who appear half naked in 
ſtreets, without feeling for their diſtreſs. If he thought the pre- 
ſent meaſure would give them a relief adequate to their wants, he 
would be the firſt, not only to vote for it, but ſupport it with all 
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his - power 3 but he thought it a da s experiment, as the 
Houſe might, by adoptin go hazard the loſs of their linen manu- 
facture : à certain good, for an-uncertainty. 

Mr. Milli am Todd Jones ſaid, he was perſuaded of the national 
| y of the meaſure, and as a-Northera member, aroſe to pro- 
miſe it his ſupport. Much had been ſaid of the danger which might 
accrue to the preſent ſtaple of the kingdom, ſhould the motion be- 
fore them paſs into a law. He wiſhed the Houſe would conſider 
whether a little — ought not to be hazarded, in a meaſure that 
Vs to prevent farther emigrations, and to feed the ſtarving ma- 
nufaQturers who remained z and that the Houſe would alſo conſi- 
der whether the intereſts of the Northern drapers, and their ſenti- 
ments on protecting duties, were to be collected from a few gen- 
tlemen preſent, or from the great body of the trade at large ?— 
And where were their evidences of their averſion to the meaſure ? 
Where were their petitions- lying on the table of parliament ?— 
Where were their inſtructions to their repreſentatives to oppoſe 
it? There were none ſuch exiſting : he heard of none: he had 
received none, though the ſubject of protecting duties had 
been agitated, before he had a ſeat in the Houſe, and though he 

nted many hundred conſtituents in the very centre of the 

trade. Had the counties of Down, Antrim, Armagh, or any of 
the manufacturing counties declared their diſapprobation and 
of the meaſure'? They had not; and he tranſlated their ſilence in- 
to conſent, becauſe the people, when ſatisfied with a public mea- 
ſure,” do not give themſelves the trouble to aſſemble to ſay ſo.— 
An Honourable Baronet, (Sir Richard Johnſon) was pleaſed to 
obſerve; that the Northern members, on the diviſion, would teſ- 
tify what the ſentiments of Uliter were on the ſubject. He could 
only reply, that looking round he perceived many county mem- 
bers from the North abſent; that his conſtituents were the inha- 
bitants of Liſburn, and he wiſhed before the Houſe formed an opi- 
nion of the ſentiments of Ulſter, from the diviſion of its members, 
that each of them would declare the number they repreſented. 

Sir Henry Hartflenge ſpoke in favour of protecting our manu- 
factures, but in order, he ſaid, to meet the ideas of gentlemen, 
moved an amendment of 1. on goods of 10s. a yard, and 25. 64. 
on any above that price. ts OE gs 1 

Mr. Gardiner thought 15. too low a duty to anſwer any purpoſe. 

After Mr. Bere: 2 had ſpoken againſt the motion, and Mr. 
Gartiner had repiied, the queſtion was put on the amendment, 
which paſſed in the a ffirmative without a diviſion. * 

The clauſe then as amended was negatived on a diviſion. 


Ayes, IR OY 37 
Noes, bi Lag! 123 


DEBATE 8. 14, 
Mr. Gardiner ſaid, as he ſaw the committee ſo decidedly againſt - 


the reſolutions, he would not trouble them with any more of 
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SATURDAY, APRIL 3, 1784. 


Meſſages from the Lords with the hawkers and pedlars and poſt 
office bills, acquainting the Houſe with their having agreed 
thereto. | 

The Houſe fat in committee on the linen bill, which being 
gone through, and the Houſe reſumed, was ordered to be re- 
ported on Monday. | 

A bill for the better puniſhing the receivers of ſtolen goods, 
was read a firſt time. | | 

Ordered to be read a ſecond time on Monday. 


— _ — — 


MonDay, APRIL 5, 1784. 


A meſſage was received from the Lords that they have agreed 
to an act for licenſing hawkers and pedlars, and for the encou- 
ragement of Engliſh proteſtant ſchools. f 

Alſo an act for the more effectually puniſhing ſuch perſons as 
ſhall by violence obſtruct the freedom of corn markets and the 
corn trade, or who ſhall be guilty of other offences therein 
mentioned, and making ſatisfaction to the parties injured. 


A complaint was made to the Houſe of a breach of the pri- 
vileges of it, by ſeveral perſons violently breaking into the Houſe 
before the ſitting thereof, and behaving riotouſſy therein; and 
the Houſe being informed that Robert Barnes and Cornelius 
Caſhman, two of the perſons guilty of the ſaid offence, had been 
ſeiſed by the Serjeant at Arms, and were in his cuſtudy, it was 
ordered, that the ſaid Robert Barnes and Cornelius Caſhman be 
brought to the bar forthwith ; and being examined, and evidence 
having been given of their riotous conduQ, it was ordered, 
7 his Majeſty's Attorney General do proſecute them for ſaid 
offence. | 

The Right Hon. John Fofter moved, That a committee be aps 
pointed to enquire into the conduct of the magiſtrates of the 
city of Dublin, reſpecting an outrageous mob which broke into 
this Houſe this day, and behaved riotouſly and abuſively to ſeve- - 
me the members: And a committee was appointed accord- 
ingly, | 

Reſolved, nem. cor. That an humble addreſs be preſented to his 
Grace the Lord Lieutenant, that he will be pleaſed to iſſue a pro- 
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clamation, offering ſuch reward as he ſhall think proper for the 
diſcovery of ſuch perſons as have been concerned in tumultu- 
ouſly breaking into the Houſe this day, or who have incited or 
encouraged others thereto, | 

Ordered, That the ſaid addreſs be preſented to his Grace by 
ſuch members of this Houſe as are of his Majeſty's moſt honour- 
able Privy Council. 2 GET IE 

A complaint being made to the Houſe of ſeveral paragraphs in 
a printed news paper, intitled, The Volunteers Journal, or 

Iriſh Herald,” publiſhed Monday the 5th of April, 1784, the 
faid paragraphs were upon motion read. _— my 

Reſolved, nem. con. That the ſaid paper 1s a daring, falſe, 
ſcandalous and ſeditious libel on the proceedings of this Houſe, 
.tending to promote diſcontents Ks his Majeſty's ſubjeQs, to 
create groundleſs jealouſies between this kingdom, and Great 
Britain, to alienate the affections of the people from his Majeſty's 
government, and to excite an oppoſition to the laws of the 
land. 

Ordered, That P. Donnelly, the printer of the ſaid paper, 
be ſent for forthwith in cuſtody of the Serjeant at Arms attend- 
ing this Houſe. | , „e 
Drdered, That William Bingley, the publiſher of the ſaid 
paper, be ſent for forthwith in cuſtody of the 'Serjeant at Arms 

The Houſe proceeded to take into further conſideration the 
bill for relief of inſolvent debtors. 5 

A motion being made, and the queſtion put, that the ſaid bill 
do paſs, it was carried in the affirmative. Kis len | 
2 ered, That Lord Delvin do carry the ſaid bill to the Lords, 
and defire their concurrence. . 


Alderman Marren preſented a petition of the freemen, free- 
holders and inhabitants of the city of Dublin, legally convened 
by the Sheriffs, praying to be heard by their counſel againſt a 
bill, now before the Houſe, for paving, lighting and cleanſing 
the ſtreets of the city of Dublin. py 
_ Ordered, That the ſaid petition be referred to the committee of 
the whole "Houſe, appointed to take into conſideration a bill for 
better lighting, paving and cleanſing the ſtreets of Dublin, and 
eſtabliſhing a regular watch, and erecting fountains for the uſe 
of the poor in faid city. Yo SY 
- Ordered, That the ſaid petitioners be heard by their counſel, 
if they ſhall think fit, before the ſaid committee. 


t at Arms informed the Houſe that ſearch had been 


The Serjean | 
made for P. Donnelly and William Bingley, but that neither 
of them could be found. | nt 26a 5 
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Reſolved, That an humble addreſs be preſented to his Grace 
the Lord Lieutenant, that he will be graciouſly pleafed to of- 
fer ſuch reward as he fhall think fit for the diſcovering and ap- 
prehending of the writers, publithers and printers of the news- 
paper, intitled “ The Volunteers Journal, or Iriſh Herald,” 
of Monday the 5th of April, 1734. | 

Ordered, That the ſaid addre!s be preſented to his Grace th 
Lord Lieutenant by ſuch members of this Houſe as are of his 
Majeſty's moſt honourable Privy Council. 

Ordered, That his Majeſty's Attorney General do proſecute 
the ſaid writers, publiſhers and priaters of the ſaid paper. 


% 
. 
—  — _—— — — — 
— 


 Tuesbay, ArRIIL 6, 1784. 


The Houſe, according to order, reſolved itſelf into a commit- 
tee of the whole Houfe, to take into confideration a bill for the 
more effectuall) paving, cleanfing and lighting of the ſtreets of 
the city of Dublin, and other places therein mentioned, and for 
making ſewers, and erecting fountains and conduits in the ſaid 
eity for the uſe of the poor; and after ſome time ſpent therein, 
Mr. Speaker reſumed the chair, and Mr. John Monck Maſon re- 
ported from the committee that they had made ſome progreſs in 
the matter to them referred, and that he was directed by the com- 
mittee to deſire leave to fit again. 

Refolved, That this Houſe will, in half an hour, reſolve itſelf 
into a committee of the whole Houſe, to take the faid bill into 
further conſideration. 

Sir John Hlaqmere moved, “ Fo expunge the clauſes for erect- 
ing turnpikes on all the avenues into the city.“ He ſaid, he had 
promifed ſome Honourable Gentlemen, not then preſent, that he 
would expunge theſe clauſes; he thought himſelf bound to his 
promite 3 but what he chiefly reſted upon was the inſufficiency of 
the tax propoſed to be raiſed by turnpikes, to effect good and per- 
manent roads from the Circular road into the city; he therefore re- 
linquiſhed that object of his firſt intention. 

The Prime Serjeant thought the neceſſity of making good the 
avenues ſo great, that he hoped the Honourable Knight would not 
abandon his firſt deſign; and propoſed, if the turnpike tax ſtated 
in the bill ſhould be deemed inſufficient, to double the quantum 
of that tax. 

This propoſal was fupported by Mr. Beres/crd and Mr. Gar- 
diner, who aſſerted, that the avenues into Dublin were in ſuch a 
ſtate of ruin and filth, as diſgraced the ſecord city in the empire: 
That it was not in the power of grand juries, while they retained 
any compaſſion for the landholders of the county of Dublin, te 
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tax them beyond what they at preſent pay, that is two ſhillings an 
acre for repairing the roads ; t therefore the aid of a turnpike 
tax was abſolutely neceſſary, and that nothing could be more 
juſt and equitable than ſuch a tax, as it aſſeſſed upon each car- 
age 2 ſum exactly proportioned to the damage it did to the ſaid 
roads. 

General Lnttrell ſaid, the introduction of this tax, after the 
Honourable Knight had declared his intention of giving it up, 
muſt be conſidered as a ſurprize, and therefore he truſted the can- 
dour ofthe Right Honourable Gentleman, (Mr. Gardiner) would 
induce him to reject it: He urged the diſlike his conſtituents had 
always ſhewn to it, and in their names called upon him. He aſ- 
ſerted, that if time was allowed for the freeholders to aſſemble, 
that they would not fail to inſtruct the Right Honourable Mem- 
ber, and to petition parliament againſt this tax, which to him 
as well as to them, appeared an unneceſſary and oppreſſive bur- 
then. | | 
Right Honourable Mr. Cuffe declared his diſapprobation of the 


tax. 
As did Alderman Warren, who ſaid, that it would prove equal- 
ly vexatious to the inhabitants of the city and county of Dublin; 
thoſe within the city would be reſtrained in their liberty, and 
highly taxed by the increaſed price of proviſions while thoſe 
without would feel themſelves ſo embarraſſed between turnpike 
taxes and county charges, that grand juries, he doubted not, 
would hereafter refuſe to harraſs the ſubject with new impoſitions; 
and as the turnpike tax would of itſelf be inſufficient to keep the 
roads in repair, they would ſoon be in a worſe condition than at 
reſent. 

x Sir Jobn Blaquiere and General Luttrell again urged, That con- 
ſiſtent with good faith to the abſent members, and to the public, the 
- tax could not, after what had paſſed, be now introduced in ſuch 
a thin committee, 

The queſtion was thereupon put, when there appeared, 

' Ayes, for the turnpikes — 24 
Noes, — — — 30 

Mr. Beresford then gave notice, that he would again bring for- 
ward this queſtion in the Houſe, and hoped it would not be 
thought a ſur prize. 


Mr. F. Welfe, according to order, reported from the commit- 
tee of the whole Houſe, appointed to take into conſideration a bill 
for making appropriate pariſhes belonging to archbiſhops and bilb- 
ops perpetual cures, and the better to enable ſuch archbiſhops 
and biſhops to endow and augment the endowments of vicarage: 
and curacies to them reſpectively appropriate, and to render more 
effeQual the ſeveral acts now in force to enable the clergy, hav- 
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a ing cure of ſouls, to reſide upon their reſpeQive benefices, and to 
: build upon their reſpective glebe lands, that the committee had 
e gone through the bill, paragraph by paragraph, and made ſeveral 
- amendments therein, which he read in his place, and after deli- 
d vered in at the table. 

Ordered, That the bill, with the amendments, be engroſſed. 


he 

p⸗ The Houſe, according to order, reſolved itſelf into a commit- 
n- tee of the whole Houſe, to take into conſideration a bill for the 
1d more effectually preventing the counterteiting of the current coin 
ad of this kingdom, and the uttering or paying of falſe or counter- 
al- feit coin; and after ſome time ſpent therein, Mr. Speaker reſum- 
le, ed the chair, and Sir Hugh Hill reported from the committee that 
m- they had gone through the bill, paragraph by paragraph, and 
1m made ſeveral amendments thereto, which he read in his place, and 
ur- after delivered in at the table. 


Ordered, That the bill, wich the amendments, be engroſſed. 


Right Honourable 7% Faſter read from the Evening Chronicle 
ſeveral paragraphs, which he declared to be of a ſeditious and li- 
bellous tendency, and faid, that as he would be always ready to 
puniſh in a conſtitutional way, ſuch daring attempts to excite tu- 
mult and diſcontent, he would move that F. Rofs, the publiſher 
of that paper, ſhould be brought to the bar to-morrow morning, 
in cuſtody of the ſerjeant at arms. 

He alſo complained of a ſeditious and libellous paragraph in the 
Freeman's Journal, and moved that the publiſher thereof ſhould 
be brought to the bar to-morrow, in cuſtody of the Serjeant at 
Arms. A 

General Lurtrell ſuggeſted that the offenſive paragraph might 
have been only nd Tom ſome other paper in the hurry of buſi- 
neſs, and if ſo, the printer who copied ought not to be deemed 
ſo culpable as he who originated a Landal 

Mr. Fefter ſaid, that while the General was ſpeaking a member 
bad put into his hand the Volunteer Journal, from which it ap- 
peared that paragraphs had indeed been copied; but as it was 
ng for- well known that paper was under the cenſure of the Houſe, he 
not be Goughe a printer much to blame who would copy ſuch matters 

rom it. 
- The General replied, that poſſibly the copy had been taken, 
ommit- Nand the Freeman's Journal gone to preſs, before the diſpleaſure of 
on a bill {tbe Houſe againſt the Volunteers Journal was known. 


The Houle ordered the printers to be brought to the bar in cuſ- 
hbiſbops Mod y of the Serjeant at Aris. 
icarage f | 
— The Right Honourable Mr. Secretary Orde acquainted the 


Houſe, that the addreſs of yeſterday to his Grace the Lord Lieu- 
L 2 
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tenant, requeſting his Grace to iſſue a proclamation, offering ſuch 
reward as his Grace ſhould think proper for the diſcovery at ſuch 
perſons as had been concerned in tumultuouſly breaking into the 
Houſe on ſaid day, or who had incited or encouraged others 
thereto ;, as alſo the addreſs of yeſterday, requeſting his Grace to 
iſſue a proclamation, offering a reward for the diſcovering and ap- 
prehending the writers, publiſhers and printers of the news pa- 
per, intitled © The Volunteers Journal, or Iriſh Herald,” of 
Monday the 5th of April, 1784, had been ſeverally preſented, 
and that kis Grace would do as was deſired, 


The Right Honourable 7% F:fer reported from the commit- 
tee appointed to enquire into the conduct of the magiſtrates of the 
city of Dublin, reſpeQting an outrageous mob which broke into 
the Houſe \ eſterday, and behaved riotouſly and abuſively to ſe- 
veral of the members, the reſolutions which the committee had 
direQed him to report to the Houſe, which he read in his place, 
and after delivered in at the table, where the ſame were read, and 

e as follow : 

Reſolved, That it appears to this committee, that the Right 
Honourable Thomas Greene, the Lord Mayor, received notice 
on Monday morning laſt, at nine o'clock, from Mr. Secretary 
Orde, that he had information cf an intended tumult in the city 
on that day; and that the Lord Mayor had ſeen, on Sunday even- 
ing laſt, one of the ſeditious hand-bills, which were diſperſed 
throughout this city on that day. 

| Retolved, That it appears to this committee, that notwith- 
ſtanding ſuch information the ſaid Lord Mayor did not take any 
ſtep to prevent the tumultuous rifing cf che people, which hap- 
pened in this city on Monday laſt. 7 

Reſolved, That it appears to this committee, that the ſaid Lord 

Mayor has not acted with that caution and prudence which be- 
comes the chief magiſtrate of this city. 

Mr. Griffith ſaid, he had not objected to the two firſt reſoluti- 
ons, as they contained only matters of fact, but he would give 
bis utmoſt oppoſition to the third, which he thought could not by 
any means be fairly deduced from them. In his opinion the Lord 
Mayer had acted with a becoming regard for the principles of the 
conſtitution. He had refrained from calling on a military force, 
which the conſtitution abhors, until compelled by the laſt extre- 
mity. In doing this, he was warranted by the prudent and con- 
ſtitutional advice of Mr. Speaker. 

The Speaker roſe to inform the Hon. Gentleman, that he had 

not adviſed upon the occafion. 

Mr. Griffith ſaid, the advice he alluded to was given in No- 

vember laſt, upon an occaſion ſimilar to that complained of.— 
That ſound advice had coincided with the Lord Mayor's ſenti- 
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ments, as it muſt do with thoſe of every men that regarded liber- 
ty. The Lord Mayor acted in conf.rmity to it, and it had pro- 
duced happy effefts.—His Lord{bip had every reaſon to fuppoſe 
it would again ſucceed, but when he found himfelf miſtaken, his 
perſonal activity had made ample amends. Upon the whole, as 
any error of his lordſhip could only he attributed to an excels of 
caution, and regard for the conſtitution, no cenſure ſhould there- 
fore he paſſed upon him. 

The ”rime Serjcant ſaid, that the Lord Mayor had entered up- 
on his office at a time when the city was in the moſt perfect face 
of trauquility, and when its police was much more completely 
regulated than ever it had been at any former period. In this 
{tate his prodeceſſor's great ability, and unwearicd application to 
the duties of his high office, had left the city; but hardly had 
Mr. Greene entered upon his year cf mayoralty, when he, who 
had been an active magiſtrate in the county of Wicklow, tuffered 
every thing to run into diſorder z the ſtreets became impaſſable, 
riots became frequent, and every duty neglected. he man who 
could fo far forget himſelf, as not to prevent ſuch tumults as had 
ariſen, he ſaid muſt be conſidered as little better than an accom- 
plice, and therefore, though with infinite reluQtance he would 
conſent to any thing diſgraceful to a magiſtrate, he thought Mr. 


Greene ought to be cenſured ; the cenſure of the Houſe of Com- 


mons he conſidered as the cenſure of the nation, which, however 
ſevere a puniſhment, he thought was juſtly incurred, for if un- 
happily in the late riot any untortunate individual had fallen, there 
remained no doubt that the Lord Mayor, who neglected to pre- 
vent it, would have been guilty of his blood. The Lord Mayor, 
he faid, had no excuſe—there was before him the excellent ex- 
ample of his predeceſſor, the example of the worthy and reſpec- 
table board of Aldermen. He might have had their aſſiſtance and 
advice, he might have had the advice of that able magiſtrate the 
Recorder, but as he had neglected all thoſe advantages, and acta 
ed ſolely from himſelf, it was juſt that he alone ſhould bear the 
reproach. 

Mr. Janes ſaid, he had attended the committee for enquiring in- 
to the conduct of the city magiltrates, and had ſeen ſumcient evi- 
dence there to give a negative to thoſe reſolutions ; that he would 
do the ſame here, though doing ſo, he ſhould ſtand alone but 
the firſt importing a mellage from the Secretary, he ſbould not op- 
poſe, becauſe the Lord Mayor had kimſelf admitted it. 

Neither his abilities, nor at that particular moment his ſpirits, 
were ſuch as to induce him to enter intv a combat wich the pha- 
lanx who would become his opponents, thould he enter on a de- 
tail of his motives for highly diſapproving the reſolutions ; and 
he ſhould content himſelf, ſtanding alone as it ſhould ſecm he 
would, with giving a bare negative, unleſs ſume gentleman de- 
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* manded from him his reaſons for ſo doing, in which caſe, he would 
indulge him with them to the utmoſt of his power. 

The Recorder and Alderman / arren ſupported the Lord Mayor, 
as did Mr. Hartley, 

Mr. Hoyes of the county of Wicklow, ſaid that he had for ma- 
ny 3ears known the Lord Mayor in that county, where he was 
eſteemed a werthy public-ſpirited man, and an active upright ma- 
giſtrate. 

Upon a diviſion, there appeared for cenſuring the Lord Mayor, 


Ayes, 35 
Noes, * 8 7 
Majority, 28 


The Prime er- ant ſaid, if the Lord Mayor ſhould now begin, 
and hereafter act with propriety, he would, on the laſt day of the 
ſeſſion, move to expunge theſe reſolutions from the journals. 


— 


V./BDxtSDAY, Ar RI I. 7, 1784. 


A petition was preſented from Sir Benjamin Chapman, com- 
laining, that Mr. Smith, the fitting member for the county of 
Weſtmeath, had refuſed to pay petitioner 4. 4. a day for his at- 
tendance as a witneſs on the trial of the Weſtmeath election; 
and praying the Houſe to interfere for his retict. 

Mr. Pierſon, agent for Mr. Smith, appeared at the bar, and de- 
clared he was ready to allow Sir Benjaniin the ſubſiſtence uſuall 
allowed to witnefles, from the time that he was ſummoned until 
his evidence was taken; but that as he had continued to attend 
after that time, in order to run up a bill againſt the fitting mem- 
ber, and actually had made a charge of .. ſterling, he thought 
ha a demand unjuſt, and hoped the Houic would think fo like- 
wile. 

The Attorney General moved, That the petition ſhould lie on 
the table for the amuſement of the members. 

Sir Lucins © Brien ſaid, that he had framed the law for the be- 
nefit of poor perions, who might be brought to town as witnefles, 
and to provide a proper ſubſiſtence for them on ſuch occaſions ; 
but he never intended it for the protit of ſuch men as Sir Benjamin 
Chapman. 


The Honourable Hilliam John Sk-ffingion, according to order, 

orted from the committee appointcd to enquire into the ex- 
pence of collecting his Majeſty's revenue, the reſolutions which 
the committee had directed him to report to the Houſe, which he 
read in his place, and after delivered in at the table, where the 
fame were read, and are as follow: 


— 
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1. Reſolved, That it is the opinion of this committee, that all 
collectors ſhould reſide at their reſpective diſtricts. 

2. Reſolved, That it is the opinion of this committee, that all 
Surveyors General, inſtead of 200/. a year on incidents, over and 
above their ſalary on the eftabliſhment, ſhould be paid by daily 
allowances for the time they ſhall be on duty. 

1 Reſolved, That it is the opinion of this committee, that it 
will tend to enconrage a faithful diſcharge of duty in the officers 
of the revenue, if certain offices ſhall be tilled up by perſons only 
who have gone through certain inferior departments. | 

4. Reſolved, That it is the opinion of this committee, that no 
yearly allowance ought to be placed on incidents, in the nature 
of ſalary, or penſion, or gratuity, except for officers whoſe offi- 
ces ſhall be abolihed; new offices created for an experiment, not 
exceeding two years; or for ſuperannuated officers who ſhall have 
ſerved forty years without cenſure; or officers who ſhall have 
received a wound or hurt in the ſervice, amounting to a total 
diſability z or for widows of officers who ſhall have loſt their lives 
in the ſervice of the revenue. 

5. Reſolved, That it is the opinion of this committee, that 
the proof of the ſaid diſability or loſs of life ſhall be on oath, in 
the preſence of the ſuperior 2 of the diſtrict, who ſhall tranſ- 
mit ſuch proofs, with his opinion thereupon, to the commiiſioners, 
to be recorded in a book kept for that purpole. 

6. Reſolved, That it is the opinion of this committee, that 
faid allowances ought to be ſtated under a ſeparate head in the 
national accounts; and there ſball be laid the tirſt day of every 
ſeſſion before the Houſe, an account of ſaid allowances, and the 
ſeveral reaſons for the ſame, 

7. Reſolved, That it is the opinion of this committee, that 
no perſon ſhould be appointed captain of a cruiſer who had not 
ſerved in the navy or been bred to the ſea. 


The Right Honourable John Foſter ſaid, he had full and ſuffi- 
cient evidence that the paper entitled the Volunteers Journal 
is the property of Matthew Carey, and publiſbed by him. He 
therefore moved, that Matthew Carey ſhould forchwith be 
brought to the bar in the cuſtody of the Serjeant at Arms, 


The Houſe reſolved itſelf into a committee on the paving 
bill, and went through the ſame with various amendments. 

Mr. Alderman t arren ſaid, that ſuch was the tenor of che 
preſent bill, as induced the inhabitants to think it inexpedient, 
agreeable to the petitions yeſterday preſented, that to prevent che 
grievances ariſing therefrom, counſel ougl.t to be heard, wao 
were ready to attend at the bar. 
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Sir Beyle Roche diſſented from the Ronourable Member who 
ſpoke laſt, not only in approving of the principles cf che bill, but 
alſo thought it repugnant to the dignity of this Houle to pay 


attention to the ſolicitations of an unruly people. He Wanted 


to know if it was not an inſult to the Houte to have petitions 
offered by ringleaders cf mobs. He then entered into a detail 
of his being ſurrounded by a riotous mob near the Tholſel, and 
challenged bv them to know iſ he was not an abbettor of Sir John 
Blaquiere's bill; but as a guiltleſs man that could never be intt- 
midated, he declared he was; in conſequence of which, he found 
himſelf ingu/phed in a weriex, whence he could not extricate 
himſelf; and on demanding who they were, he received fur 
anſwer, that they were the {z2regate Heir. Thus he perceived, 
y thought proper to go into the 
remoteſt receſſes of this city, and excite the inhabitants to acts 
of deſperation, theſe meetings were to be legalized by the ſpecious 
appellation of Aggregate Ecdies. 

The Recorder, in the ſtrongeſt terms, reprobated the whole 
bill, as a ſyſtem of unexampled tyranny and oppretlion. It 
places, he ſaid, in the hands of a ſet of low perſons (for com- 
miſſioners acting for 150/. a year could be no other) a power to 
fine and torment with all the infolence of authority, every citi- 
zen of Dublin. It gave them power to raiſe taxes, and to borrow 


money; to ſummon whomſoever they thought proper before 


their tribunal, and upon neglect or diſobedience, to impoſe a 
fine of 40s. By this inquiſitorial act, the father would be com- 
pelled to give evidence againſt his ſon, the fon againſt his father, 
before that honourable board. | | 

The principle of the bill, he ſaid, was utterly repugnant to 
law and conſtitution, and though Sir John Blaquiere propoſed 
admitting any reaſonable amendment, he objected to the whole as 
incapable cf being modelled to the public benefit. 

Sir Jahn Iilu utere, maintained that his bill was infmitely leſs o 
preſſive than that which the city had produced; it did not in the 
nrit place raite fo great a tax upon the inhabitants of Dublin; it 
did not apply, as the city bill did, any part of the tax raiſed to di- 
charge the enormous debt of 36,000/. to improperly incurred by 
the corporation, but applied the whole produce of the tax to 
paving, lighting, and cleanſing of the ſtreets. 

As to the fine of 405. for neglecting to attend the ſummons of the 
board, Sir Join thought it abſolutely neceſſary, as experience 
had ſhewn that leis would not enforce obedience ; and as to the 
power which the bill intended to give to the officers of the board, 
to levy a fine on perſons negleCting to cleanſe before their houſes, 
what was it to levy, .? yet this was deſcribed as ſtriking at 
the root o: liberty this was the bugbear. 
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Our liberty is in danger, becauſe the officer of the board is 
empowered to levy 15. and our rights are deſtroyed becauſe our 
dirt is removed. Theſe were crying grievances indeed, and he 
hoped the ſpirit of the aggregate body would not ſubmit to 
them. a 

A clauſe was introduced by Mr. Gardiner to cloſe the new 
gardens with iron palliſadoes, at the deſire and expence of the 

rſons whoſe houſes overlook that ground. 

The Speaker having taken the chair, the committee reported. 


Mr. Hartley reported from the committee appointed to enquire 
into the ſtate of the Houſe of Induſtry, that there were at pre- 
ſent from 13, to 1400 poor perſons maintained in that houſe 
that the governors had not a ſufficient fund to ſupport them 
another week; and therefore he moved, that an adds ſhould 
be preſented to his Grace the Lord Lieutenant, requeſting he 


would lay before his Majeſty the humble deſire of the Houſe, 


that his Majeſty would be graciouſly pleaſed to order the ſum 
of 5,000/, to be paid to che Houſe of 232 for the benefit 
of that charity, and that the Commons would make good the 
lame. 


The Serjeant at Arms reported, that in obedience to the order 
of the Houſe, he had gone to the place in Abbey-ſtreet where 
he was informed Matthew Carey, the printer of the Volunteers 
Journal, was to be found, and that he there ſaw him, but that 
he had effeQed his eſcape. 

Mr. F:fer moved, that an addreſs be preſented to the Lord 
Lieutenant, requeſting that he will pleaſe to iſſue his proclama- 
tion, offering a reward for apprehending Matthew Carey. 

David Gibbal, publiſher of the Freeman's Journal, was then 
examined at the bar: He ſaid that the direction and ſuperinten- 
dence of the publications was in a committee, compoſed of per- 
ſons that he could not name; and the journeymen had, as was 
uſual, copied the Dublin paragraphs from the papers of Monday, 
and in particular had copied the paragraphs that had fallen un- 
der the diſpleaſure of the Houſe from the Volunteers Journal 
and other papers; and that when they took that copy, he did 
not know the Houſe had ſignified its diſpleaſure. 

Gibbal was diſcharged, and the Houſe adjourned. 


— — — — 


Tuuxs pax, APRIL 8, 1784. 


Read a ſecond time the bill to reſtrict the bounty on the ex- 
portation of linens, to ſuch veſſels only as are rigged with 
Irth ſail-cloth. | 


a* 
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Ms. Herwitt moved that the order for the attendance of the 
Belfaſt printers he diſcharged, and Robert Joy, ſen. be diſpenſed 
from his attendance the 26th inſtant.—Ordered accordingly. 


Mr. Fefer preſented a bill to ſecure the liberty of the preſs, 
by preventing the publication of falſe, ſeditious and ſlanderous 
libels. He mentioned the proviſions of the bill, which were, 
that the name of the real printer and proprietor of every news- 
paper be entered, upon oath, at the Stamp-ofnce, and the prin- 
ter into a recygnizance of 500/. to anſwer all civil ſuits that 
may be infituted againſt him for publications; and that, under 
a penalty, no money be received by them, or any perſon for 
them, for inſerting, or on the pretence of leaving out any flan- 
derous publication. 

Counſellor Hd obſerved, that the Right Hon. Member (Vr. 
Fofter) who introduced the bill, ſaid it was a bill for ſecuring 
the liberty of the preſs, by preventing its licentiouſnets : He 
thought the experiment was à dangerous one; and as to the 
obſervation of the Right Hon. Moyer, that the bill did not mi- 
litate againſt any principle of the common law, or introduce 
any new penalty, he thought it did militate directly againſt the 
common law, by taking away the diſcretionary power of the 
judges of the land, by permitting the printer, according to the 
degree cf offence, to give common bail, or ſpecial bail. A clauſe 
in this bill requires the printer to give 2 . for his ap- 
pearance in any action that may be brought againſt him, and to 
be reſponſible for the damages to be given by the jury: This is 
in. effect holding the printer to ſpecial bail in all actions, which 
is never done, except when ordered in particular caſes, by ſtatute, 
as in enormous offences, by the judges, on affidavit, ſtating an 
urgent neceſſit y. Other perſons, againit whom actions are brought, 
may have the privilege, before a verdict is found againſt them, 
of flying their country, and taking away their effects, but the 
printer :cſes this opportunity, becauſe his ſecurity is reaſonable 
for the damages. For theſe reaſons, he was againſt the bill, as 
leaning too hard on the ſubject, and in ſome degree depriving us 
cf that moſt invaluable bleſling, the liberty of the preſs, 
lr. Griffth ſuid he did not know what to ſay on this occa- 
fron. This bill weot to mgge regulations in a matter that ſhould be 
held ſacred. The liber: y cf the preſs was a guard of all our deareſt 
rights—an invaluable bleſſing that ſhould be only parted from 
with life. The Right Hon. Gentleman's indignation for any treat- 
ment he might himſelf have met with from the preſs, ſhould not 
hurry him fo far as to precipitate a bulineſs of ſo dangerous a 
nature. However, as he was not at preſent prepared for the bill, 
and that the people might have an opportunity of enquiring in- 
to it, he would wiſh for the delay of printing it. 
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Mr. Fefter ſaid, that whoever affected the peace of indivi- 
duals, by flanderous publications, ought to be accountable. 

The Prime Serjean! + war; his thorough deteſtation of news- 
papers, and public aſſaſſins of character. 

Sir Lucius O'Brien thought the bail required by this law un- 
reaſonable, and againſt the conſtitution. What printer, he aſked, 
would be able, in a country town, to procure bail for 5o00!. ? 
He ſhould therefore be under a neceſſity of dropping his butineſs. 

Mr. Montgomery, (of Donegal) hoped no reſentment the Right 
Hon. Gentleman might feel within his breaſt, for any attacks 
made on himſelf in the public prints, would influence him to 
tamper with the liberty of the preſs. 

Sir Henry Cavendiſb declared himſelf in favour of the bill. 
It was then, on the motion of Mr. Griffith, ordered to be 
printed. 


Mr. Maſen reported from the committee on the paving bill, that 
they had gone through the ſame with ſome amendments. 

Mr. 5ercsford propoled to reſtore into the bill the clauſe for 
eſtabliſhing turnpikes on all the roads leading into Dublin. 

General Luttre/l oppoſed its admiſſion, and moved a previous 
queſtion againſt it, which being put, the previous queſtion was 
carried, 


Ayes, wy 72 49 
Noes, — — 31 
Majority, — — — 9 


By which the turnpike clauſe was negatived. 


Sir John Blaquiere preſented a petition from the Dublin So- 
ciety, againſt the bill for appropriation of the ſum of 15, oool. 
granted to the Dublin Soctety, for the encouragement of the 
manufactures. 

Mr. Hurtiey preſented a petition from the manufacturers of 
Dublin, expreſſing their gratitude for the many and great bene- 
fits which had retulted from the zeal and wiſdom of the Dublin 
Society, and praying that the diſtribution of the money granted 
for the encouragement of manufactures might be left to their 
diſcretion. 

Mr. Sr. George complained of the partiality which the bill be- 
fore the committee manifeſted in favour of the truſtees of the 
linen board, and the indignity it offered to the Dublin Society, 
who had deſerved fo well of their country; but, he ſaid, if they 
had not made a law to prevent members of their own body re- 
ceiving any premium, this affront would not be thrown on them. 
He aalen in the name of the ſociety, that if they were not to 
be truſted with the management of the money in the uſual way, 
their names might not be mentioned at all in the bill. 


/ 
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Mr. Feſler ſaid nothing could be farther from his intention, 
than to offer any affront to the members of the Dublin Society, 
Jointly or individually: They were men of the firſt character, 
and the firſt integrity. The clauſe in the bill which the Hon. 
Gentlemancomplained of, was a convincing proof that he thought 
fo, for that claufe conſigned to thirteen members of the ſociety, 
the management of the money in queſtion. He was, indeed free 
to own that le:ving the management to the ſociety at large, 
could not anſwer his intention, nor had the intentions of par- 
liament buen anſwered in the diſtributions which the ſociety bad 
made of the great fums which had been entruſted to its care, as 
was manifeſted from the wretched ſtate of our manufaQturers at 
this day; for though the ſociety acted with ſtrict integrity, yet 
they (as all large bodies ſometimes do) had eſtabliſhed two re- 
tail warchouſes, which had done more miſchief to the manu— 
ſacturers than all the wiſdom of the ſociety could repair; how- 
ever, as he was always ready to accommodate the ton. Mem- 
ber, he would comply with his defire, and totally exempt the 
Dublin Society from any trouble thag might be incurred by the 
bill, and propoſe that thirteen gentiemen chofen out of the na- 
tion at lar ge, by a ballot of the Houſe of Commons, ſhould have 
the management of the money. He would not, he ſaid, confine 
Eimſelf to Members of either Houſe, but tabe into the public 
| ſervice men of ability wherever they might be found; and this 
he thought would be much better than icaving the money to 
the Dablin Society, which, in effect, would be throwing it 
away. 

V. St. Geerze read ſeveral reſolutions cf parliament, proving 
thereby, that the higheſt coniidence had ever been placed in the 
Dublin Society, and that the tocicty had fully merited that 
confidence. As to the error ct the warchouſes, he conceived it 
was not fully proved; nay, he thought that the filk warchoule 
had operated even diiſerently from what the Right Hon. Mem- 
her ſtated as its effect. The ſilk looms of Dublin, which for- 
merly had been goo, were, in the ycar 63, when the warehouſe 

23 eſtabliſhed, reduced to 50, from that period they encreaſed 
daily, and in the lat year chere were no leſs than 1400 filk 
looms at work in Dublin, giving employment to 11,000 per- 
fons: This he thought was rather a proof of the utility of the 
warchouſe, ard the wiſdom cf the fociety. 

Sir Jabs Floguere warmly defended the Dublin Society—he 
could not avoid {aying he felt indignation to ſee any obloquy 
tarown upon a ſet ot men that he revered, —In foreign lands he 
had learned to reſpect them for their virtue, and to admire them 
for their wiſdom-—unhappily, like a prophet, they did not find 
honour at home, though their exertions in behalf of the poor 
manufacturers had well deſerved it, They had never omitted to 
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promote the intereſts of the poor artificer; but now when five 


barley loaves and two ſmall fiſhes were to be diftributed amongft 
the Lag multitude, they were to be diveſted of the diſtri- 


bution. 


The committee reported, and the Houſe adjourned to Saturday. 


— — 


e. 


SATURDAY, APRIL 10, 1784. 


On Mr. F:fter moving that the bill for reſtraining the liberty 
of the preſs ſhould receive a fecond reading, 

Sir Edxvard Creſten ſaid he was aſtoniſhed that a bill of ſuch a 
dangerous tendency to the conftitution, and fo viplent an attack 
on the liberty of the ſubject, ſhould be agitated in ſuch thin 
Houſes. He declared he conſidered the preſs as the ſtrongeſt 
bulwark of our conſtitution, and therefore, as he vatued that 
conſtitution,-would refiſt any meaſure of a tendency to leſſen its 
ſecurities. He then moved, that the ſecond reading be poſt- 
poned to the firſt of Auguſt. 

Mr. Fefter ſaid, that it was highly unjuſt to ſuppoſe any injury 
intended to the liberty of the prefs by the bill in queſtion 3 
the manifeſt defign of that bill was to preſerve the liberty of 
the preſs by curbing its licentiouſneſs, which of late had grown 
to ſuch a degree of enormity as to become a national reproach. 
The bill was not intended as a reftraint upon any man, to prevent 
Is publiſhing his ſentiments or opinions. If the hill ſhould paſs, 
every man would hereafter be at as full liberty as he now is, to 
publiſh whatever he ſhould think proper, with this difference 
only, that if a jury of his countrymen thould deem ſuch publi- 
cation a falſe, ſcandalous, or malicious libel, he would be an- 
ſwerable. ä 

Mr. Mentgomery (of Donegal) declared, that the bill, together 
with being a moſt deſperate and violent aim to effect the ſubver- 
ſion of the contlitution, was in itſelf nugatory, and the whole 
one continued blunder, as it could anſwer no end, ſince no jury 
in the nation would find any indictment grounded on it. 

Sir Edward Nexwwenban reprobated the bill in every part of it. 
He diſapproved of it 1 te; he called upon the Secretary to 
Oppoſe it, and ſhew that a Rutland in England, was a Rutland 
in Ireland, by a conſiſtency of conduct, in ſupport of the wiſhes 
of the people; he hoped, ſhould the bill fatally paſs the Houſe 
of Commons, an Iriſh Houſe of Peers would prove as virtuous 
as an Engliſh Houſe of Lords. He noticed, that he had given up 
a motion of his, becauſe gentlemen ſaid, the Houſe was too thin; 
and yet, the Right Hon. Mover perſiſted in a motion of the laſt 
importance, when many gentlemen are gone to the country, in 
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confidence that nothing of importance would be agitated. He 
warned the Houſe againſt convulſing the whole nation, for all 
Ireland would be againſt it, as it ſtruck at the remaining liberty 
of the people. 

Sir £awaord Croſten ſaid, this was not the firſt time admini- 
ſtration had attempted to remove this check on corruption. It 
had been attempted once or twice in Engl-nd, but had met the 
diſapprobation and repulſe it ſo well deſerved, and was received 
with ſuch horror, that men who had on ſeveral, not very lau- 
_ occaſions, ſupported adminiſtration, abandoned them on 

is. 

Counſellor Boyd ſaid, the bill profeſſed to ſecure the liberty 
of the preſs, by preventing the licentiouſneſs of it; if he thought 
it adequate to this —— it ſhould have his ſupport; but he 
was convinced it had a direct contrary tendency—to deſtroy 
that freedom, which it affected to ſupport.— The connection be- 
tween liberty and licentiouſneſs, is ſo intimate, that it is very 
difficult to correct the one, without wounding the other :— 
Liberty is the greateſt a nation can enjoy; but every 

has its alloy of evil, and licentiouſneſs is the alloy of 
iberty—it is a ſpeck on the political eye, which ought to be 
touched with a very delicate hand, leſt, in attempting to re- 
move it, you deſtroy the body on which it appears.” He ap- 
proved of that part of the bill that required a public regiſtry of 
the real names of the printer and proprietor z that done, the arm 
of the common law was long enough to reach and puniſh the 
offencer, without the aid of this ſtatute.—There are two modes 
of proceeding, either by public proſecution or private aQtion :— 
If the offender declines to appear, he may be compelled, or, at 
leaft, the party may proceed to outlawry. 


He was not for encouraging the experiment of bringing for- 


ward the printer or publiſher, unleſs on great occaſions. Juries 
are already very averſe to finding verdicts againſt them; this 
bill will make them more ſo; it is a bill brought forward on 
the ſpur of the occaſion, in the abſence of moſt of the country 
gentlemen z it will be ſtiled the bill of the Right Hon. Gentle- 
man who introduced it, a bill of reſentment, not of redreſs,—It 
is not ſafe or prudent to encourage actions againſt printers; in 
a Civil action, truth is juſtification againſt the charge of a libel ; 
a jury, not the court, are to decide as to the truth. Suppoſe 
2 printer ſhould publiſh, that a gentleman of this Houſe was 
an enemy to his country, becaute he voted againſt the bill of 
reform, would it be prudent to ſend this to be tried by a jury? 
They migbt think, with the printer, that the reform bill was ex- 
pedient, and that the friend of his country ſhould have ſupported 
it, and from thence infer, that he was an enemy who oppoſed 
it; on this event they muſt find a verdiC for the defendant. 
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He diſapproved that part of the bill which required the prin- 
ter and publiſher to give ſecurity, by recognizance, to appear 
to any action, and to pay the damages and coits that may be 
awarded againf them; this is a ſort of ſpecia! bail required be- 
fore a crime is committed. The appearance may be enforced 
by the ey proceſs of the law without this novel prero- 
gative proceſs by recognĩizance; 2 the nature and effect 
of a recognizance is not perfectly underſtood; a recognizance 
binds the property of him who acknowledges it from the mo- 
ment of execution. The forfeiture of that recognizance twenty 
years hence, will affect this property in the hands of an inno- 
cent purchaſer for valuable conſideration; thus a publither will 
be prevented from raiſing money oy, mortgage of his lands, or 
diſpoſing of them in any manner, becauſe they are bound by 
the recognizance, for the ſabſequent offence has a fictitious re- 
lation to the execution of recognizance; but an offence eſtabliſh- 
ed by verdict and judgment, has no relation backward ; there- 
fore intermediate between the offence committed, and the ver- 
dict and judgment, the publiſher may alien his property, and thus 
protect it againſt the judgment and execution; the evident con- 
ſequence of this is, that men of wealth will not ſubject their 

roperty thus, and none but mean obſcure perſons, who can ſuf- 

er nothing by the forfeiture, will become publiſhers. Another 
poſſible fault in this bill is, that the judges, &c. &c. who are to. 
take recognizances, have no diſcretionary power to enquire as to 
the circumſtances of the perſon, but are virtually required to 
take the recognizance of every beggar who demands it—The bill 
preſſes hard on the publiſher in another inſtance; in conſequence 
of a judgment in the ordinary mode of proceeding, a moiety of 
his lands only can be extended, but on the recognizance, the 
whole may be extended z the recognizance is abſolutely for- 
feited by not appe..ring to the action at a certain day, and the 
court can give no redreſs if the party ſhould appear at a future 
day—this is contrary to the preſent practice in our courts, for a 
party in contempt for not appearing is allowed to purge this 
contempt by payment of ſmall coſts, and paying obedience to 
the proceſs of the court.— The bill is a diſcouragement to men 
of liberal ſentiments—men of reputation, men off wealth, to be- 
come publiſhers, and tends to throw the buſineſs in the hands 
of men of an oppoſite deſcription, againſt whom the public can 
have no ſecurity The bill therefore deſerves another title—a bill 
to 2 the liberty, and promote the licentiouſneſs of the 
preſs. 

The Recorder followed Mr. Boyd. He aſſerted, that truth 
was not aCtionable ; that the bill would give no new remedy to 
perſons aggrieved by public actions; and that without producing 
the ſmalleſt benefit to the public, it was a dangerous encroach- 
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ment'on liberty, and a very great oppreſſion to all concerned in 
the printing trade. He ſaid, that in — no gentleman or man 
of property would engage in a profeſſion, which though liberal in 
itſelf, would make him the ſlave of ftamp commiſſioners ; and 
therefore character would be leſs ſecure than it is at preſent, 

In England, he faid, which we are ſo fond of copying, ſuch a 
law would not be admitted ; that wiſe and free nation would ne- 
ver conſent to put fetters upon genius; and therefore its language 
had been ornamented with the writings of ſunius; nor bra the 

ent bill be deemed any more than an impotent attempt to in- 
jure what it could not controul; for even ſhould it pats, the fame 
proofs that are now required, would be neceſſary to convict a 
printer. It would not be ſufficient evidence to prove that a cer- 
tain libel appeared in the Volunteer's Journal, becauſe any per- 
ſon with a private preſs, might exactly copy the appearance of 
that Journal, and in his copy publiſh what libels he thought fit; 
the neceſſity therefore of tracing the libel to the publiſher would 
ſtill remain, and therefore the bill gave no new relief to the in- 
jured. 3 
a He concluded with aſſerting, that the bill was abſolutely unne- 
ceſſary ; for as the law ſtood at preſent, its operation was ſuthci- 
ent to awe men into obedience. Some of the news- printers had 
- - appeared at the bar to excuſe their error, while others, at the ha- 
zard of their lives, had endeavoured to fly from the retentment of 
the Houſe, conſcious that the preſent law was fully able td pu- 
niſh any miſdemeanor. 'It was called a bill for ſecuring the liberty 
of the preſs ; but how did it ſecure it? —why, for government, 
and againſt the people. 

The Szlicitzy General. —The arguments and admiſſions of gen- 
tlemen, prove the neceſſity of ſending the bill to a committee, 
where every thing may be ſettled to general ſatisfaction. 

I hope the doctrine that juries may diſpenſe with law, will ne- 
ver be admitted in this or any other place.— If this bill paſſes the 
legiſlature, it becomes the law of the land, and juries are obliged 
to find according to law and to evidence. I ſay this, left a jury 
hereafter, miſled by the high authority of the Honourable Gen- 
tleman's declaration, ſhould hereafter miſtake and think themſelves 
authoriſed to diſpenſe with law. The power which makes laws, 
can alone repeal them. TS 

The Right Honourable Gentleman ſays, there is no ſuch law 
in England. I admit that there is not; but will the Honourable 
Gentleman ſay that ſcandal has been carried to ſuch a pitch of 
enormity in England as it has been here? Whatever may be ſaid 
of ſtabbing the liberty of the preſs, I do maintain that they are 

the aſſaſſins of liberty, who abuſe the preſs to the diſturbance of 


public or domeſtic tranquillity, for their private emolument, and 
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they are the guardians of liberty, who oppoſe the devaſtation of 
licentiouſneſs. : 

The Honourable Gentleman ſays, that the common law can 
puniſh libellers ſufficiently. I do allow it, when they can be 
found; but that is the difficulty; therefore the bill comes in 
aid to the common law, and makes every man refponſible for 
what he publiſhes. Nor can the Honourable Gentleman, with 
his private preſs, publiſh any thing injurious, even if he was fo. 
diſpoſed, (though all who know the goodneſs of his heart know 
he is not.) Every man may, indeed; print what he pleaſes, pro- 
vided he keeps it in his cloſet, as any man may keep poiſon in 
his cabinet; but if he ſends it out into the world, he is antwerable 
for the conſequences. 

Sir Thomas Cſb:rne faid, the bill was founded in reſentment z a 
motive he was ſorry ſhould influence any gentleman to introduce 
ſo dangerous an experiment. [Here he read the title of the bill, 
with the cha of traiterous, ſeditious, libellous, and ſlander- 
ous] Thoſe charges, he ſaid, had not been proved againſt the 
printer, but had been aſſumed as granted, and the Houſe had 
ated from them as certain principles. Why were not the printers 
put on the proof of the truth of thoſe libels, as they were called? 
and if they failed, puniſhed ? But, perhaps, they could have 
proved them true, and if they could, it would certainly be ſuffi- 
cient juſtitication at law. | en 
Mr. Breobe ſaid, that though he was by no means à friend to 
lieentionſneſs; yet he did not wiſh to rettrain the liberty of the 
preſs, becauſe he thought that the public meaſures of public 
men were liable to animadverſion ; beſides, it was poſſible there 
might be a deſcription of men, over whole actions there was no 
controul but that of the preſs z he ſaid, there was no ſuch law 
in England; if fuch a law had exiſted there, pollibly we might 
never have heard of that celebrated writer, junius; he obſerved 
this country was fond of following Engliſh precedents z he hoped 
we ſhould not precede England in paſling ſuch a law. He had objec- 
tions to many clauſes in the bill, particularly to that which 
ſubjeQed a poor blind hawker to three months impriſonment, by 
the ſole authority of a magiſtrate, for crying about a Paper, the 
contents of which he mutt be totally ignorant of; at leaſt, whe- 
ther it was libellous or not. He further added, that ſo great a 
ſubject ought not to be debated in ſo thin a Houle, at a time when 
all the country gentlemen had gone to their different aſſizes: he 
would therefore vote for the poſtponing this quettion for the pre- 
ſent, as it ought to undergo ſerious deliberation. 144 

Mr. Coote,— hope the Houſe will not a moment delay this 
bill. Jam not an old man, and yet, Sir, I have ſeen ſuch ca- 
1 77 and abuſe thrown upon * very beſt men in the nation, 

o. III. . 
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ſuch daily publication of infamous libels, as proves the common 
law to be an inſufficient reſtraint. Scandal, Sir, is reduced to a 
fyſtem, and a ſet of baſe wretches fatten on the ſpoil of characters. 
My wiſh is to drag thoſe monſters into light, and puniſh them as 
they deſerve. We puniſh with death a man who ſteals a guinea, 
while we fuffer the plunderer of fame and honour to paſs unpu- 
niſhed, never conſidering that, as Shakeſpeare fays— 

He who ſteals my purſe, fteals traſh, 

But he who filches from me my good name, 

Robs me of that which nought enricheth him, 

And makes me poor indeed! 

Sir Henry Cavendiſb.— ] am not for poſtponing this bill one ſin- 
le hour that can be avoided, for ſince ſome of the news- printers 
ave fallen under the difpleaſure of parliament, they have, if 

= doubled their calumnies, as if it was in dehance of par- 
iament. 

It is true there is no ſuch law in England, though T believe 
the Engliſh parliament would gladly have paſſed ſuch a law ſome 
2 ago, notwithſtanding the licentiouſneſs of the preſs in Eng- 

never did arrive at the pitch it has done in this kingdom. 
It has been ſaid, that if we paſs this bill, no perſon of credit 
will become a printer. This bill will rather tend to make the 
ers 2 reputable profeſſion. At preſent the perſons that pub- 
iſh news-papers are, at leaſt ſome of them, a diſgrace to ſoci- 
ety : wretches that live by vending ſcandal, and heaping calum- 
nies, ſo often upon the moſt virtuaus characters in the land: But 
if the news- printet can make money of the libel, he publiſhes 
without compunction. | 
Mr. Gardener. —The continuation of abuſe which is thrown 
upon one of the moſt virtuous characters in this Houſe; a man to 
whom the trade and agriculture of Ireland is more indebted, than 
to any other perſon living, demonſtrates the neceflity of the bill. 
No man can ſerve this country as things are now conducted, 
without becoming at one time or other the object of calumny. 
J have experienced this myſelf, though no.] I happen to be a fa- 
vourite, poſũbly with as little reaſon as my Right Honourable 
Friend is the mark for obloquy. 

The licentiouſneſs of the preſs is ſo great, that no man can 
reſt one hour ſecure, that his character will not become the prey 
of ſome hireling defamer. A bill, therefore, to ſecure character 
from malignant attacks is abſolutely neceſſary. Nothing can be 
more moderate than the principle of that which is now before 
us. It allows every man to publiſh whatever he thinks proper, 
only making him reſponſible for what he does publiſh. This is 
ſimply the principle of the bill ; if there be any defect in its 
— 6 that may be remedied by going into a committee. 
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Mr. Maſen.—The ſingle queſtion is, whether we will ſuffer 
news- printers to calumniate and defame the moſt worth charac- 
ters, Whether we will allow them to excite the people to treaſon, 
to murder and rebellion, without making them amenable to the 
law of the land; or whether, by palling this bill, we will make 
every. perſon reſponſible for what he publiſhes, and ſecure to wor- 
thy men the peaceable enjoyment of well-earned fame, or honeſt 
character? 

Mr. Brun. -I am for the immediate diſcuſſion of this bill, 
as the neceſlity of ſome regulation is obvious. There are ſome 
parts of the biil I approve; I think it is right that the real name 
of every one who publiſbes a new+-paper ſhould be known, but 
the recognizance I think oppreſſive, and I believe it will produce 
2 ſimilar effect with that required of the linen-drapers. Honeſt 
men will rather throw up their trade than ſubmit to the bondage 
of oaths and recognizances upon every occaſion. However, I 
think we ought to go into a committee on the bill, becauſe that 
is the place where 1t can be properly modelled. Gentlemen on 
the other fide now ſee the propriety of going into a committee on 
this bill, but they could not ſee the propriety of going into a 
committee on the bill of reform, 

Mr. Hefter ſaid, that not only the moſt meritorious actions were 
miſrepreſented to the public, through the medium of the news- 
papers, but actions were imputed to members of parliament, that 
never” had any exiſtence. When ſuch things happened through 
ignorance or miſtake, lenity no doubt would be ſhewn, though 
even miſtake might prove very injurious to character; as for in- 
ſtance, faid he, in Faulkner's — of this day, it is very 
gravely aſſerted, That Mr. Foſter moved to take off the 
bounty on Iriſh linens exported.” Now if this was not too ab- 
ſurd to gain belief, it might produce very juſt and very uni ver- 
ſal reſentment indeed, when we conſider that this paper, as old 
Faulkner uſed to boaſt, is read from — 5s Eyre 
Connaught. Vet this is but an error, and in a papet generally 
chaſte enough. But what ſhall we ſay to thoſe papers that un- 
dertake bender for hire, and deal out calumny for reward ? 

Sir Edward Crefton.—I think that this bill is unneceſſary, 
and therefore hope it will at leaſt be deferred for conſideration, 
| will propoſe to gentlemen a mode, by which if they cannot 
avoid, they may deſpiſe calumny ;—Itis, to obſerve the pre- 
cept contained in the motto of a Noble Peer—Be juſt and fear . 
3,3 Ti a 8 © f Bua 

The Prime Sericant.— If acting in conformity to that motto was 
2 protection againſt calumny, * Right Honourable Gentleman 
who introduces this bill would. never have felt its poiſoned ſting; 
or if every man who acts juſtly was bound to wear that motto, 
I would immediately direc the wg to write it out for every 

: | 
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member of this Houſe—for ſurely gratitude will acknowledge 
that the members of this Houſe acted juſtly to the nation. 

No man regards the liberty of the — with greater reverence 
than I do, and therefore I am glad the preſs has become the object 
of law, becauſe I hope its liberty will thereby be preſerved. I 
do not with to prevent men from printing whatſoever they chuſe, 
but I wiſh to make them anſwerable for what they do print; I 
do not wiſh to repreſs the effuſions of genius, but I wiſh to te- 
ſtrain the arm of the black aſſaſſin, and ſhield the character of in- 
nocence and honour from the envenomed dart which the ſecret 
hand of malice ſhoots from her dark retreat. 

The reſpectable magiſtrate who- oppoſes the” committal of this 
bill, fays it is unneceffary, becauſe it gives us no new evidence, 
and becauſe as the law now ſtands we can come at libellers, and 
he gives us for inſtance, the cafe with which we brought to our 
bar a man who was not the printer of the Freeman's Journal, and 
he quotes a ſecond inſtance, of the cafe with which we did not 
- apprehend Carey. I love arguments that appty ſo well to the 
ſubject— but I am ſure if there were any better they would not 
have eſcaped the penetration of the Wo magiſtrate. - . 

Another argument uſed by the reſpectable magiſtrate is, that 
there is no neceſſity for curbing the preſs, as it is not more licen- 
tious than uſual—That Honourable gentleman does not ſee the 
daily publications of ſlanderz his time is employed more profitably 
to the public than in reading news- papers, but was he to ſee them, 
he would declare with me, that they are a diſgrace to the eoun- 
try, and if they were thought worthy to be tranſlated into any 
other language, foreigners would ſuppoſe that we were a nation 
of dark malignants, rdleſs of fame and honour. 

Ii is faid that had ſuch a law as this exiſted in England, we 
ſhould not have had-a Junius; that 1 well proved, but 
think it would have been no great evil, ven if Junius had not 
wrote. But let us hear what Junius himſelf ſays on this ſubjeR. 
The principle of the Engliſh conſtitution, ſays he, is this, every 
man may publiſh what ſentiments and opinions he thinks proper, 
provided he is ready to anſwer for them ; and men ſhould notfear 
that juries will not puniſh Hbellers ; juries will always puniſh 
them if the fact be properly proved; if they are ſuffered to eſ- 
cape, "tis the fault of the individual and not of the law. All this 
may be very true in England, bat here, if we were to look for 
reſponſibility we ſhould find ſbme wretched creature not worth 
a ſhilling, and when he is to be called to account, we are told 
the miſerable caitiff has run away. = n 


5 
© = 


It is ſaid that it would be idle and ufeleſs to take recognizance 
from 4 beggar for 5004, but the bill is intended to prevent beggurly 
flanderers from being the proprietors of news-papers, und holding 
the:moans of circulating treaſon or ſcandal. - N | 
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The reſpeQable magiltrite ſays, that after all a man may, by 
> a private preſs, convey his ſentiments to the public, If chen 
there are ſo many ways of doing miſchief, can parliament be 
d blamed for endeavouring to check ſome of chem? | his bill, Sir, 
t will, I truſt, be an ornament on the ſtatute bool. It will put 
1 into the news- printing trade a reſponſible ſet of people, and ſuve 
the ſtate from thoſe (I do not like to call them as they deicrve) 
I wretches who have diſturbed it, 
— Mr. Hercules Langriſb Rowley declared hi mſelf againſt the bill; 
= he knew of no neceflity for it; he knew of no traiterous, ſcan- 
ct dalous, ot malicious libels but one, that was the title of the bill 
itfelf, which was an infamous libel on the Irith nation. 
Upon a diviſion, there appeared for deferring the bill to the 
firſt of Auguſt, ' - © | | 
Ayes — —— 242 
es, 71 | 
On Mr. Foſter's motion, the bill was ordered to be committed 
on Monday next. | 
Mr. Janes then roſe to obſerve to the Houſe the indecency with 
which this meaſure had been hurried forward. It had been firſt 
propoſed on Wedneſday, read a firſt time on Thurſday, a ſecond 
time on Saturday, and was now ordered to be committed on 
Monday. It was alſo, he ſaid, not only indecent, but ſomething 
worſe, at the end of a ſellion, in ſo thin a Houle, to ſteal this 
bill on the people. There were but ninety members in the Houſe 
now, perhaps there would not be ſo many on Monday. 


The Houſe in a committee on the bill for granting 15,000). in 
bounties on exportation, went through the ſame, aud ordered 
it to be reported on Monday. | 


Afterwards the committee of the whole Houſe ſat on the bill 
for compelling the ageounts of the public monies. The com- 
mittee, on the Provoſt's motion reported ſome progrets, and de- 
fired leave to fit again on Monday, 


* — — 
1 


Mox pax, AFrIL, 12, 1784. 


The Houſe reſolved itſelf into a committee on the bill for ſe-- 
curing the liberty of the preſs, &. Mr. Matſon in the chair. 

A converſation took plate between the Hime Serjeant and 
Atlerney General on the one fide, and the Recorder, Mr. Brown- 
2ance low, and Sir Edward Crofton on the other ſide, in which it was 
ogarly agreed, that ogly that clauſe of the bill which compels the printer 
ding of 2 news- paper to put his name thereto, ſhould be retained, to- 
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getker with ſo much ofthe other clauſes as were neceſſary to carry 
that principle into effect. 

Mr. Grattan ſaid, the neceſſity of the firſt clauſe of the bill— 
that for making known the real name of the printer or proprietor 
of every news-paper was apparent, and if carried with unani- 
mity, would produce the moſt ſalutary conſequence, —T here is 
one paper, ſaid he, which teems with exhortations and incite- 
ments to aſſaſlination, which daily publiſkes ſuch atrocious mat- 
ter as would not be ſuffered in any country exiſting. Pariia- 
ment is called upon to check ſuch proceedings, and to guard the 
liberty of the preſs from the injury it may receive, through the 
ſcandalous and licentious conduct of the news-papers. I have 
no idea of wounding the liberty of the preſs, but if it be ſuffered 
to go on in the way it is at preſent, one of thoſe two things muſt 
enſue—it will either excite the unthinking to acts of deſperation, 
or it will itſelf fall into utter contempt, after having diſgraced the 
nation. To prevent either of which conſequences, I think par- 
liament is called upon to interfere conſonant to the ſpirit of the 
conſtitution, not by impoſing any new penalty, nor bs compel- 
ling printers to have their public actions licenſed, but merely to 
oblige them to put their names to their news-papers. 

The Right —— Mr. Brownl:w declared, he ſaw the 
abſolute neceſſity of compelling the printer or proprietor of every 
news- paper to put his name thereto. The late ſcandalous pub- 
lications made this a matter of abſolute neceſlity, and therefore 
he would vate for the bill ſo far as it pointed to that objeR. 
The Att:rney General ſaid, that whatever ſome gentlemen 
might have formerly thought, that the violent publications had 
no effect upon the peoples minds, the contrary appeared very 
viſibly. There is now, faid he, a 2 in priſon on an infor- 
mation, for having with others conſpired and employed aſſaſſins 
to murder no leſs than ſeven members of this Houſe. The condi- 
tions were, that the murderers ſhould, upon performance of the 
buſineſs, receive an hundred pounds, and in the mean time they 
were * ſurniſhed with money, piſtols, ammunition, and 
bayonets. They were alſo infiructed to uſe the latter weapon, 

becauſe it would neither miſs fire nor make a noiſe. It was Alſo 
conditioned, that if any of the feven gentlemen, amongſt whom 
] have the honour to te ane, ſhould eſcape, that then the aſſaſ- 
ſins ſuould murder any one of the majority who voted againſt the 
protecting duties, and that that ſhould be counted as if ſuch 
member was one of the ſeven proſcribed by name. Now, Sir, 
though I feel as little terror as any other man, yet J will exert 
my life and fortune, every faculty of my ſoul; and the laſt 


guinea of my property ſhall be employed to extirpate from this 


land, aſſaſſins, a race of miſcreants with which indeed it has 
but very lately been diſgraced, 

The Right Honourable Mr. Gardiner.— have been in ſome 
degree, the innocent cauſe of the diſturbances that have prevailed 
of late, but I truſt the Houſe will do me the juſtice to recolle& 
that I did declare in November laſt, upon the very firſt appear- 
ance of them, that if the people would not deſiſt from all vio- 
lence, and demean han” in a peaceable manner, I would 
abandon the cauſe which I had undertaken. And could I have 
foreſeen the tumults that have happened, I certainly would have 
been as good as my word; nor will I in future ever undertake the 
ſmalleſt thing for the relief of the manufacturers, if the people 
continue to act ſo improperly as of late they have done; and I 
hope the gentlemen who divided with me upon the queſtion of 
protecting duties will make the ſame determination. 

As to the bill now before us, the firſt clauſe 1s on all hands 
admitted, and the neceſſity of the laſt (by which the hawker of 
any unſtamped, inflammatory, or libellous paper may be compel- 
led to prove from whom he received it) is obvious. It was b 
the in atory hand-bill lately diſperſed, that all this tumult 
has been excited, as I am well aſſured by the working people 
themſelves, who declared that they had no idea of ſtirring till 
they ſaw it, : 

muſt fay once more, that had I foreſeen what was to hap- 
pen, I never would have undertaken the cauſe of the manufac- 
turers z and I feel myſelf extremely hurt at the improper conduct 
of the working people; 1 lament on their own account, becauſe 
parliament never will be driven into meaſures z and though other- 
wiſe what I 3 might be taken up and carried iato effect, 
perhaps in a leſſet degree, yet while riot and diſturbance continue 
nothing can be done. a 

General Luttre/l,—No country was ever diſgraced in the man- 
ner this has lately been ; nothing leſs than eſſays in praiſe of 
murder, inveſtigating the different means by which it may be 
perpetrated, and giving preference to the poignard as the moſt 
certain and leaſt dangerous to the aſſaſin. There is no place in 
the world where excitements to murder would be permitted; 
and if the mobs here commit murders, they muſt be attributed 
to the news-printers, who, not content with aſſaiſinating charac- 
ters, now proceed to the ſhedding of blood. The bill before us 
will, I hope, remedy this enormity, and alſo another which we 
have lately imported from London, that is, the raiſing contridu- 
tions by Ch or threatening to detame innocent perſons. . I 
hope a news- printer ſhall no longer be able to ſay, give me ſo 
much money or your character mall be deſtroyed by catumny. 
This is like the means uſed to raiſe contributions by a ſet of 
infamous miſcreants in England, againſt whoſe practices the 
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«pay of that country was compelled to exert icſelf ; they 
uſed to,threaten perſons, that if not paid for ſilence, they would 
accuſe them of crimes which to mention, ſhacks our nature: 
How much better have been the practices of fyunie news- Hrintets 
here ? 

The committee then proceeded through the different clauſes of 
the bill; every thing not neceiſary to the leading principle, 
being ſtruck out by mutual conſent. 12 

The bill thus altered, paſſed the committee, and was reported. 
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Tossa, Aral 13, 1784. 


The following bills received a third reading, were paſſed, and 
ordered to the lords. | 

The bill for appropriating the ſum of 15,000/, for the en- 
couragement of n the paymegt of premiums. 

The bill to prevent the delays of juſtice by privilege of 

1ament, | 

- The bill to compel all perſons who have received parliamen- 
tary. grants, to 1 15 wich the commilkoners of impreſt for 
the expenditure of the ſame, within the luſt three feinons,” 

The bill to ſecure the liberty ef the preis, by preventing the 
abuſes arifing from the publication of traiterous, ſcditious, falſe, 
apd flanderous libels. 


The order for diſcharging the attendance of Henry Joy, of 
Belfaſt, was, on the motion of Mr. Jones amended, by includ- 
ing the exemption of Robert Joy, of Beifaf\ z ſo that the atten- 
dance of Henry Joy, junior, only is required. 


The #rime Serjeant moved, That an humble addreſs be pre- 
ſented to his Excellency the Lord Lieutenant, that he will be 
pleaicd to reprefeng.to his Majeſty to grant 3 compenſation to 
the officers ofthe. coprts fer what they may loſe, by all furs of 
money veſted in them being lodged in the National Bank. 

A committee was ordered accurulngly to prepare the addrefs. 


Mr. Thomas St. Geirge moved, that the proper officer lay be- 
fore the Houſe, an account of the net produce of the duty of 
one ſhilling per barrel on all herrings imported; which duty is 
applicable to the encouragement of the north-weſt fiſhery. Order- 

ed accordingly, 


Mr. Hazes preſented a petition from Morley Saunders, Eſq; 
complaining of an undue elcQign for the bcerough of Baltinglals, 
in the county of Wicklow, in the perſcn of sit John Allen 
r 8 | 
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Ordered, that the ſaid election be tried on the 5th of May 


xt. 
7. The Houſe then adjourned to Monday next. 


— 


— 


Mox Dax, ArR1L 19, 1784. 


A meſſage from the lords, that they had agreed to the follow- 

ing bills: 
** act to ſecure the liberty of the preſs, by preventing the 
abuſe ariſing from the publication of ſeditious, traiterous, falſe, 
and ſlanderous libels, by perſons unknown—without any amend- 
ment. 31429 7 | 

An act direQing the application of 15,000/. for bounties on 
wool mixed with cotton, thread, kentings, and manufactures of 
iron and copper—without any amendment. 

An act for the due accounting for money granted for all chari- 
ties and hoſpitals, and in future of money intruſted to the corpo- 
ration for carrying on the inland navigation, the truſtees of the 
linen manufacture, Dublin Society, paving corporation, and 
others therein ſpecified - without any amendment. 92 

An act for altering, amending, and rendering more effectual, 
the laws for regulating the goals and priſons of this kingdom 
without any amendment. 

An act for the eaſier diſcovery of perſons buying and receiv- 
ing ſtolen goods without any amendment. T 

An act for depoſiting the money and effects of ſuitors in Chan- 
cer) or Exchequer, in the National Eank without any amend- 
ment. 6 | | 

An act for buying and ſelling malt by meaſure, and preventi 
frauds in the buying, felling, and delivery — — 
amendment. W W 

An act for continuing and amending the bill for the improve- 
ment of the city of Dublin, for making wide and convenient the 
paſſages therect, and regulating the coal trade thereof, and other 
purpoſes without any amendment. . 

fin act for preventing of the counterfeiting the coin of this king- 
dom, and uttering and paying of the fame—without any amend- 
ment. 

An act for indemnitying the perſons adviſing and executing the 

oclamation cf the Lord Lieutenant and Privy Council of this 


ingdom, bearing date the 27th of January, 1784 without any 
amehdaent. | 


An act for the relief of the creditors of John Tunnadine, late 
one of the Maſters of Chancery of this kingdom, and. veſting his 
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eſtates in aſſignees for the payment of his creditors—without any 
amendment. 
An act for encouraging the growth and planting of timber trees 
—with amendments. 
| An act for the diſcovery of. houghers, and the maintenance of 
people houghed—with certain amendments. 
An act for the encouragement of the linen and hempen manu- 
factures— with amendments. 
An act for making more effectual the act enabling the clergy to 
build on their glebe lands, and appropriating pariſhes and vica- 
to biſhops and archbiſhops — with amendments. 
The following bills paſſed in the lords, were at the ſame time, 
ſent for the — * of the commons, viz. | 
A private bill, to ſettle Mr. Enery of Cavan's eſtate. 
An act for reviving and continuing temporary ſtatutes. 


Mr. Holmes ſaid, he would take advantage of the moment's lei- 
ſure which he ſaw ariſe in the Houſe, 'to point out the deplorable 
ſituation of many of their fellow creatures, who were languiſhing 
in all the miſeries of a priſon, cut off from the hope of relief, b 
the rejection of the inſol vent bill in another Houſe, This bill 
would have relieved from various priſons, one thouſand perſons 
whoſe confinement comprehended the happineſs or unhappineſs 
of at leaſt four thouſand more; and their diſtreſs could not pofli- 
bly be conceived by any perſon who had not his attention rouſed 
77 an examination into the ſtate of the goals, as his had been. 

e found in one room which he examined, no leſs than twenty- 

ſeven —— confined, in a fpace of eighteen feet long, by fix- 
teen feet wide, upon four of whom depended the ſuſtenance of 
men (rar children. At the ſame time that he mentioned this, he 
declared himſelf no friend to the general principle of inſolvent 
bills but the general calamity was at preſent fo great, that he 
hoped if the ſeiſion was then conſidered too far advanced to in- 
troduce another inſol vent bill, that it would at leaſt be taken up 
early in the next ſeſſion; ar.d ſomething be deviſed, in the mean 
time, to prevert ſuch a number of perſons periſhing — 
want, as no provifion had been made by law for their ſubſfilt- 
ence. . 
General Luttrell declared, he was a ſtranger to the idea that a 
creditor couid confine a debtor, and leaye him to periſh. His 
notions were grounded on the law of England, where the credi- 
tor was obliged to maintain the debtor. He then commended the 
humanity of the Honourable Gentleman who had laid the infor- 
mation; and recommended him to prepare a bill without delay, 
to compel the creditor to maintain the man he ſhould deprive of 
his liberty. Even at the advanced ſtate of the ſeſſion, an act of 
ſuch humanity could not be deemed too late, as every humane 
member of the Houſe would be ready to aſſiſt him, 
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Mr. Griffith thanked Mr. Holmes; as from reading Mr. How- 
ard's ſtate of the priſons in Europe, he was the more convinced 
of the neceſſity of ſuch a law. | a Far 

Mr. Hel.aes ſaid, he was happy in the concurrence of the 
Houſe ; and would retire, and not loſe a moment in the prepa- 
ration of a bill, ro compel creditors to afford fome ſmall mainte- 
nance to thoſe they thought neceſſary to keep in priſon. ; 


Mr. Matthew Carey, charged with being the printer of the 
Volunteers Journal, was brought to the bar, in cuſtody of the 
Serjeant at Arms, 

The Speaker informed him that he was not bound to anſwer 
any queſtion that could tend to criminate him or injure his 
cauſe, | | 
Mr. Mzlyneux was then proceeding to interrogate Mr. Carey, 
when 
The Attorney General aroſe ; he ſaid it often happened that 
queſtions put with no unfriendly deſign, drew forth anſwers very 
injurious to the perſon in queſtion ; if therefore the perſon at tlie 
bar was well adviſed he would not anſwer any queſtion, leſt his 
anſwer might hereafter be uſed againſt him in a court of juſtice, 

: The Speaker then aſked Mr. Carey, if he had any thing to 
ay. 

"Mr. Carey—** Mr. Speaker, I do not admit the authority of 
this Houſe to take cognizance of me; I am ſhortly to be tried b 
my country in a court of juſtice. This honourable Houſe, Mr. 
Speaker, 13 not a court of juſtice, and therefore I am not bound 
to anſwer any queſtion at your bar.” 

Right Honourable Mr. Teer moved, that the Clerk at the table 
ſhould read the. Volunteer's Journal, containing the obnoxious 
paragraphs, which being partly done, 

The Prime Serjeant aroſe—He deſired the Clerk might read no 
more, what he had read was ſhocking to the ear; it had been 
juſtly voted a falſe, malicious, and ſeditious libel, tending to 
excite rebellion among the people, and to create diviſion between 
this country and Great Britain; the publiſher was at the bar, and 
it remained for the Houſe to vindicate its own honour, 

Sir Edward E I always hope to be conſidered 
as a defender of the liberty of the ſubject, I truſt no man will 
ſuppoſe me a friend to ſcandalous libels, or to any writing that 
tends to excite rebellion. As to the perſon at the bar, | never 
iaw him before this hour ; I cannot therefore be deemed guilty 
of partiality to him in ſpeaking one word in the cauſe of huma- 
nity. Sir, the treatment that that perſon has received has been 
unprecedented : He has been forcibly taken out of the power of 
the civil magiſtrate, and confined a cloſe pritoner, denied the 
uſe of pen, ink, and paper, and ſurrounded by a military guard. 
Sir, as I paſſed through Abbey-ſtreet, I was ſurpriſed to ſee 
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triple · ranks of ſoldiers drawn up before the houſe of your Serjeant 
at Arms: The thing is too ridiculous, one would think fo great 
a force was to guard ſome perſon of gigantic ftrength and ſtature, 
2 Gulliver in Lilliput, andhoe a poor puiſne printer in Dublin. 

Mr. Griffith ſaid, he found himfelf alarmed at entering into a 
conteft with the great array of legal abilities drawn up againſt 
him; but anequal as the ſtruggle muſt be, he would ftand forth 
in defence of the ſubject's liberty. . | | 

The im- Serjeant begged to interrupt him till the whole of 
the ſubjeQ ſhould be before the Houſe; he would then have full 
_ liberty to difplay his talents, and he doubted not they would be 
exerted in ſupport of the laws of the land, and in defence of the 
privileges of the Houſe. 

Captain'T, homas Burgh then ſtated, that on the zd of April, 
he, accompanied by Mr. Bolton, an Honourable Member of the 
Houſe, went to the ſhop in Abbey-ſtreet where the Volunteer's 

ournal is publiſhed, in order to ſubſcribe for the paper for the 
222 awns, —— aterford, cho had written to Mr. Bolton 
to do. they paid five ſhillings and eight-pence, being one 
quarter in — that Mr. Eingley — men, ve 
change, and wrote a receipt, which he handed to Mr. Matthew 

Carey to fign; and that Mr. Carey did ſign the receipt. 

Mr. Carey was again aſked, - whether he choſe to ſay any thin 
in his defence? He ſaid that his cauſe being before a court of 1 
tice, he would not ſpeak on that ſubject to the Houſe, which 
had no right to take cognizance of it 3 but he would complain to 
them of the hard uſage he had received from their Deputy Serjeant 
at Arms; which he was confident had not been warranted by any 
order of the Houſe, by any command of the Speaker. [Right 
Honourable the Speaker here faid no, no, with manifeſt diſplea- 
ſure at hearing ſach a complaint] His friends had been denied ad- 
mittance to hin —again they were admitted. He was denied the 
uſe of pen, ink, and paper —again he was allowed it.—Some- 
times his letters paſſed tree—tometimes they were examined 
upon the whole, he could not think ſuch conduct proceeded from 
any regular cauſe—it aroſe, he ſuppoſed, from inſolence of 


Tbe Right Honourable the er ſaid, an enquiry would 
doubtieſs be made into the conduct of the Serjeant at Arms, and 
the Houle would act with juſtice upon that as every other oc- 
cafion, | 

Captain Fep+/en ſaid, he had very good reaſon to believe that 
the eliarge againſt the Serjeant at Arms was groundleſs, and void 
of all foundation in truth. x | 

The Right Honomable Jobs Fefter,—It is not a very pleaſant 
taſẽ to puniſh offenders, but it is ſometimes abſolutely neceſſa ), 
und as, after what has paſſed, there can be no doubt that the 


, 
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abominable libel read at your-table was publiſhed by Matthew 
Carey, and that the publiſher of it deſerves every puniſhment 
this Houſe can inflict, I ſhall move you firſt, ** That Matthew 
Carey, in publiſbing the ſaid libel, is guilty of an high breach 
of the privilege of this Houſe.” ; 

Mr. Jones of Liſburn ſaid, he thought the motion redundant 
and unneceſſary.— It was unneceſſary, becauſe the man was to 
be tried for the ſame offence by due courſe of law; and it was 
redundant, becauſe no man ought to be puniſhed in a two-fold 


manner for one offence. 


Right Honourable John Foſter —There is no proſecution 
againſt Carey for a breach of privilege of this Houſe z the 
Houſe is the ſole vindicator of its own privilege; it has voted the 
paper which was read a falſe, ſcandalous, and ſeditious libel on 
the proceedings of the Houſe, and after that I leave it to any man 
who holds our privileges dear, whether the printer ought not to 
be puniſhed. | 

Mr. Griffith— There is no proof that the perſon at your bar 
is either the printer or publiſher of the Volunteer's Journal; all 
that has been alledged is, that he gave a receipt for money paid 
for that paper. He might be the treaſurer or clerk to the com- 

y that carry it on, and this ſhall be my opinion till I hear 
rom the gentlemen on the other ſide ſome reaſon to make me 
change it. 

Me. Rewley —There is no evidence of this charge before the 
Houſe, but that of an Honourable Member who ſaw Carey ſign 
a receipt on the 3d of April. We have no examination on oath 
to warrant any puniſhment, nor can I tell by what authority this 
man was brought before you, I am for preſerving the liberty of 
the ſubject. I think the charge ought to be proved by ſworn evi- 
dence, and as that is not the caſe, I muſt vote — the preſent 
motion. 

Mr. Molyneux.—l think the Houſe has already acted with great 
injuſtice to this man, and it would better become us to make 
him a recompence at our bar, than to perſiſt in perſecuting him. 
vir, he was taken upon a warrant which no magiſtrate, which no 
conſtable that knew bis duty would admit to be of any force :— 
He was taken upon a warrant for having ſigned a receipt: He 
was carried to the caſtle amidſt armed guards, which ſhews the 
neceſſity of a large military eſtabliſhment ; and now he is to be 
puniſhed by the Commons, Sit, if Carey was to take my advice, 
he would bring his action againſt his Majeſty, and againſt the ot- 
cer of this Houſe, for falſe impriſonment, - This man is to be 
ined by 2 jury of his country, and this Houſe is going to pre- 
Judge his cauſe, though the only evidence before us is. that of 
an Honourable Member, who ſaw him ſign a receipt on the 3d of 
April, ſeveral days antecedent to the publication of the paper 


* 
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— — of; but will anf Honourable Member of this Houſe 
fay that he might not have transferred his property between the 
figning of that receipt and the publication of what is called a li- 
bel? Or will an tleman hy „that a predeceſſor is to anſwer 
for the faults of his ſucceſſor, or the ſucceſſor for his predeceſ- 
for ? If fo, the Right Honourable Gentlemen on that bench would 
have much to anſwer for. I am for maintaining the privileges of 
this Houſe, as much as any man ; but I am ao for maintaining 
the conſtitution, and if public men and public meaſures may not 
be examined, there is an end of the litcle ſhadow of liberty we 
kerwes boaſt—no—let us examine this publication that is called 
a libel. 

Mr. Moſen.—T call the Honourable Gentleman to order; the 
Houſe has voted that paper a libel on our proceedings, and I will 
not allow any man to attempt to juſtify it. 

Mr. Molyneux.—'The Volunteer's Journal has been accuſed of 
exciting rebellion, and inſtigating people to aſſaſſination. If any 

tleman's frighted fancy preſents a dagger to his view—if he 

s with conſcious apprehenſion of halters and gibbets, ſhould 
the unfortunate printer be puniſhed for this ?—yet this was made 
the pretext for carrying a late bill through the Houſe—a bill that 
deſtroys the liberty of the preſs; I am ſorry I was compelled to 
be abſent when it paſſed, it ſhould at leaf have one negative 
more had I been here. 

The Attz#ncy General, —1 do not mean to reply to the Honour- 
able Gentleman, I ſball only obſerve, that if he choſe to go the 
northern circuit in preference to attending his duty in parhament, 
he has no right to condemn any act paſſed in his abſence, by 
thoſe who ſtaid here to diſcharge what they owe their country; 
I muſt inform him that the ailatiinations ſpoken of, have not been 
lightly imagined, for ſeveral examinations and informations have 
been given on oath ng — matter. I ſhall take no notice 
of the very uncommon expreiſions the Honourable Gentleman has 
uſed, I ſhall only obſerve, that he has a warm temper, and a 
copious vocabulary. 

Mr. Griffito faid, the 1 of the Commons were granted 
to them as a ſhield ageinſt the prerogative of the crown, not as 
a means of oppreſling the people ne iv wg neceſſary when 
granted, and with reſpect to the crown, ſhould always be watch- 
ed with a jealous eye, but with regard to the people, nothing 
was to be apprehended. In England, he faid, the Commons 
were the democratic part of the ſtate, the reprelentatives of the 
people, notwithſtanding all the defects of the conſtitution ; but 
here they were the repreſentatives nct of the democracy, but of 
the ariſtocracy, and therefore the people were not ſo anxious 

about their privileges. * 
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Right Honourable Joh Fofter ſaid, he never thought he 
ſhould have borne to hear any man ſay that the Iriſh Houſe of 
Commons was inferior to that of England; but as the Gentle- 
man who had ſpoken to that effect was a young Member, he 
would overlook 1t. 

Mr. Alderman Marren.— I move for the diſcharge of Mr. Carey, 
becauſe he was taken out of the hands of the civil officer by the 
Serjeant at Arms z he has continued in that cuſtody ever ſince z it 
is I think illegal, and the man ought to be diſcharged on that 
account. 

The Solicitor General was for the commitment, and ſaid the 
Honourable Gentleman had mgm only one inſtance which 
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2 could be 1 in favour of the priſoner, and that was from one 
1 libeller in defence cf another. He then quoted precedents for 
commitment from both the Engliſh and Iriſh Houſe of Commons, 
f and from men of the firſt abilities, and proved that every court has 
| this power z if that is the cate, then ſurely the firſt in the kingdom 
i muſt have the ſame power. 
0 Counſellor 2% ſaid, he admitted the power of the Houſe to 
le commit for contempt or breach of privilege, but Carey was arreſt- 
at ed by a magiſtrate, and was therefore in cuſtody of the law. 
wi The Speaker's warrant takes him from the magiſtrate. This is a 
wt clalbing of juriſdictions, This Houſe may take him up after the 


law has done with him, but ought not before. Thelaw will not 
8 meddle with him if he is committed by this Houſe, the court of 
King's Bench will not grant an information, becauſe he has been 
alteady puniſhed ; a grand jury will not find a bill of indictment 
for the fame reaſon. The Attorney General will be obliged to file 
an information ex efficio, and even then, a petty jury will not find 
him guilty ; for the puniſhment operates as a pardon in fact it is 
an atonement, and though he is now guilty, he will not be ſo after 
the puniſhment by contizement. Thus, the Houſe takes away the 
authority of the common law. | 
Mr. Griffith ſaid, that the frequent and unneceſſary interfe- 
rence of military force, under pretence of aſſiſting the civil power 
to execute the laws, was an infringement of ſo daring a nature 
upon the liberty of the ſubject, that it called aloud for redreſs, 
and it would well become the dignity of that Houſe, to vindi- 
cate itſelf from the imputation of quietly acquieſcing under fo 
flagrant a breach of the conſtitution.— He ſaid that the late cen- 
ſure which the Houle of Commons had paſſed upon the Lord 
Mayor for not having called in military force before it was ne- 
cellary, was, in his opinion, à very high eulogium on the vir- 
tue of that magiſtrate; it had, however, he teared, ſerved: to 
incim:date another magilirate from teſiſting the importanities off 
the ſecretaries, to call in a military force on a very improper 
oecaſion. Every one had ſeen the pritoner at the bar, marched 
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ge the ul city in open day, under a numefous guard, 
in all the folemn parade of a military execution ! Upon what 


pretence was that guard called for or granted? Was any reſiſt- 
ance offered? Was any reſcue attempted ? No ſuch thing—it 
was an inſult upon the chartered rights of the city, and it was 
intended to intimidate the citizens—it therefore became neceſſary 
to declare, that it is the opinion of this Houſe, that any ma- 
giſtrate who unadviſedly, unneceſſarily, or wantonly calls in a 
military force to execute the laws, for the purpoſe of intimi- 
dating the people, is an enemy to his country. 

Mr. Hamilton ſaid, that on a late occafion the magiſtrates had 
declared the civil power inſufficient without a military force. 

Alderman FH arren obſerved, that the city could not afford a 
proper eſtabliſhment of peace officers, and that the magiſtrates 
on many oceaſions found the aſſiſtance of the military abtolutely 
neceſſary to protect houſes from attacks of the mob, who, among 
other outrages, often laid the bodies of hanged perſons at the 
doors of their proſecutors, which never failed, when the guards 
were not called, to cauſe great depredation. 

General Lu/trel/ ſaid the queſtion was an unneceſſary truiſm, 
and denied its neceſſity; in which opinion he was followed by 
Mr. Maſon. : 

Il The Prime Serjeant moved the previous queſtion, which be- 
ing carried without a diviſion, the main queſtion was loſt. 


William Bingley was then calted to the bar, which being le: 
down, he aſked the Houſe if they knew that he had entered 
into a recognizance of 2000/, to ſtand his trial for the offence 
they would accuſe him of. 

The Speaker ſaid, that matter was not before the Houſe, 

Mr. Bingley then ſaid, he had evidence to prove himſelf neither 
the publiſher or printer of the Volunteers Journal, but that his 
clote confmement had prevented him from proving it till to- 
morrow. 

He was then remanded to the Serjeant at Arms until to- 
morrow. 
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Torxs pax, Arzl 20, 1784. 


Mr. Annefley ſaid, that as Mr. Carey yefterday had char 
the Deputy Serjeant at Arms with ond uſage during his 5 
finement, be thought the Houſe called upon to enquire into the 
fact; for which reaſon he moved, That a committee be ap- 
pointed: to enquire into the conduct of the D N Ser jeant at 
Ame, with power to ſend for and examine pe 


e 
ons and papers; 
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and that the Speaker may order Matthew Carey to be brought 
up from Newgate.” ——Ordered accordingly. 

The order of the day for the further examination of William 
Bingley, being read, he was accordingly brought to the bar. 

The Sp-ater faid—Mr. Bingley, you declared yeſterday that 
you would this day produce evidence that - you were not the 
printer or proprietor of the Volunteers Journal; have you that 
evidence ready? 

Mr. Meſynexx objected to Bingley's proceeding on his juſtifi- 
cation until ſome charge was made againſt him; for as yet no 
charge, in his opinion, had appeared. 

Counſellor Langrybe declared, that the priſoner, Bingley, 
had applied to him to pay ſtamp duty for ſome unſtamped Vo- 
lunteers Journals, and had then ſaid that the papers he came to 
pay for had been worked off unſtamped by his direction. 

Mr, Bingley aſked the Hon. Member whether he (Bingley) had 
declared himſelf the printer or proprietor. 

Mr. Langri/be could not ſay. 

Sir Edward Newenham ſaid, the precarious ſituation of the 
health of ſome of his family, in a diſtant country, oblig- 
ed him to leave town to meet them; that circumſtance only 
prevented his being preſent on yeſterday's debate, as he would 
moſt cordially have 2 the minority in every queſtion in 
favour of the oppreſſed printers; for he was ſorry to obſerve 
that matters were carrying on againſt them with a high hand. 
He pleaded for the 2 and humanity of the Houſe to con- 
lider the multiplied puniſhments they were accumulating upon 
thoſe unfortunate men. Was it juſt to puniſh men twice for 
the ſame crime, even were they guilty? He told the Houſe, 
in plain terms, that no Iriſh jury would be found to convict and 
condemn, a ſecond time, men who had been tried, convicted, 
and condemned to pains and penalties by another judicature; no 
jury would be found blindly to follow the partial dictates of 
any man or body of men. When theſe men, whom this Houſe 
now puniſhes with fines, hard uſage and impriſonment, appear 
before a petty jury, that jury will naturally carry in their 
minds a fat, that they had been tried and puniſhed with fine 
and impriſonment. He, aſked the Houſe would they wiſh to 
deprive the priſoners of the ſine w of legal aſſiſtance - money 
to fee council and employ agents, as the fees of the Serjeant at 
Arms and keeper of Newgate might abſorb every ſhilling they 
were poſſeſſed of. He then moved, that William Bingley be 
diſcharged without paying any fees. | | 

Mr. .I am ot opinion that Bingley ſhould be diſcharged, 
and without fees. The Houſe cannot do him a greater favour 
* by 12 him, if he be guilty of the libe! attributed to 
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him; for the proceedings of the common law againſt him, wil! 
be thereby totally ſuſpended. 

If he is the libeller ſuppoſed, this Houſe cannot infli& an ade- 
quate puniſhment; his confinement will end with the ſeſſion, 
probably a fortnight hence. It has been ſaid, the court of com- 
mon law will proceed againſt kim afterwards ; that I abſolutely 
deny; that he 5 deen already puniſhed for the ſame offence, 
precludes an enquiry at common law. 

Nemo bis puritur pro erde m delitio is a maxim. The court of 
King's Pench will refuſe to grant an information on this ground. 
On Ne ſame principle, a grand jury will refuſe to find a bill cf 
indictment. And then you reduce my worthy and Right Hon. 
Friend on the oppoſite bench, to the neceſſity of exerting the 
moſt invidious part of his duty, that of filing an information ex 
Mis; and when that is done, all is done; for a petty jury 
never will, and pught not to find him guilty.—The petty jury 
will argue thus, and juſtly; the court of King's Bench would 
have refuſed an information, that is to ſend him to trial; the 
court therefore thinks he ought not to be brought to trial; and 
if 10, certainly he ought not to be found guilty. But, Sir, the 
argum ent goes further ; for, in fact, after undergoing the _—_ 
ment awarded by this Houſe, he is no longer guilty z his of- 
fence, his guilt is done away by the puniſhment. For an of- 
fence, pumibment operates like 'a pardon; the jury, therefore, 
will act wiſely, humanely, and I add legally, by finding him 
not guilty. Added to theſe conſiderations, he was ' previouſly 
arreſted by the proceſs of the common law, by a magiſtrate com- 

tent; your warrant has taken him out of the cuſtody of the 

aw, which had power to award an ad<quate puniſhment, if he 
is guilty. Sir, | am for reſtoring him, — to that tribu- 
nal, whoſe proceſs had firſt attached him, and after the law has 
taken its courſe, and puniſhed him for the public offence, thi 
Houſe may, if it thinks proper, (but which T will ever oppoſe) 
exert their privilege in puniſhing him for the offence againſt 
the commons. I therefore agree with the Hon. Member, that he 
ſhould be diſcharged from the cuſtody of the Serjeant at Arms, 
and without fees.” 6 | | 

Mr. Bingley then called Mr. Moncrieffe, and Mr. Hamilton 
Smith, who proved that he was a perſon in diſtreſſed circum- 
ſtances, not in a ſituation to maintain the expence or become 
the proprietor of a newſpaper, but was employed as a clerk to 
receive and pay money. As this account perl accorded with 
Captain Burgh, who had ſeen Bingley write a receipt, and hand 
it to Mr. Carey to ſign, and had alſo ſeen him receive money for 
the Volunteers Journal; and as it was repreſented that his cir- 
cumftances were of the moſt diſtreſſed kind, the Houſe ſeemed 
diſpoſed to proceed with the utmoſt lenity towards him, eſpeci- 
ally as he threw himſelf upon their clemency. | 
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Mr. Fgſer, therefore, after declaring that he was happy to find 
the priſoner had been able to acquit himſelf of the charge againſt 
him, moved, that William Bingley be forthwith diſcharged with- 
out fees. 


Mr. Melyneux ſaid he had perceived in a part of the north, 
from which he was lately arrived, very great alarm and diſcon- 
tent ſpreading, amongſt the people concerning a bill, which they 
apprehended would reltrain the exportation of linen, by reſtrain- 
ing the bounty to ſhips cloathed with Iriſh fail cloth; and as 
le had not read the bill, he requeſted the Right Hon. Gentle- 


: man who had brought it forward would favour him with an ex- 
ie anation. 2 
” Right Hon. John Feſler.— Every day furniſhes new inſtances of 
7 the miſchiefs which ariſe from perſuns miſrepreſenting in the 
1 newſpapers, not only the ſpeeches of our members, but even 


the acts and proceedings of this Houſe. Whether this be done 
through ignorance or deſign, the bad conſequences are the ſame z 


* and though, to far as they relate to me perſonally, I can deſpiſe 
1 them, yet it is obvious that very great inconveniencies ariſe 
| « from the new ſpapers miſinforming and miſleading the people. 

. There cannot be a fironger inſtance than the act to which 
5 : the Hon. Gentleman refers. I introduced that aQ, and it has 


not one ſyllable in it cf what the Hon. Gentleman ſtates. The 


_ only mention made in it of fail cloth is, a clauſe calculated for 
ow the encouragement of (ail cloth, by requiring the maſter of every 


hing buſs, after the firſt of January, 1785, to prove that he is 
** fur d with Iriſh fail cloth, before he can obtain the fiſhing 
. nt y. ; : 
I do not wonder this aſſertion of the news papers ſhould at firſt 
produce a very juſt alarm amoagſt the people of the north; but 
| wonder it ſhould continue. Such, however, is the credulity 
of people to whatever they ſce in print, that in Newry, a peti- 
tion has been framed, and ſent up expreſs to oppole it. The 
people there were told there was no ſuch bill, they were told it 
from an authority that ought to have been reſpected, but in 
vain;—the news papers had aflerted it, and the news _ 
could not err, fo a petition muſt be ſent up expreſs. Belfaſt too 
has been alarmed, and it is at this moment firmly believed there, 
and at Newry, from the falſehood of theſe news papers, that I, 
who have made it my favourite objeQ to obtain a bounty on 
the exportation of linen, and who never have omitted a fingle 
opportunity of promoting that manufacture, have all on a ſud- 
den Changed my conduct, and, by one act of violence and in- 
Juſtice, totally overthrown that ) ſlem of bounty which it was 
„ Wy pride to have raited. ; 
1413 One would hardiy think that a more abſurd and unjuſt calum- 
ay than this could Le propagated, yet others ſtill more ridiculous 
| N 2 
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have been invented, and circulated by news papers, too abfurd 
indeed for me to mention ſeriouſly; but yet addrefſed to ſuch 
people as believe every _ they ſee in print. 

or a great part of this ſeſſion I have, with the aſſiſtance of 
many worthy members cf this Houſe, prepared and forwarded a 
bill to regulate the corn trade of Ireland. The objects of that 
bill are to encourage tillage, to protect the farmer, and to ena- 
dle the people to purchaſe bread on moderate terms. The very 
reverſe was immediately reported; it was ſaid ** that Mr. Foſter 
had bronght in a bill, to declare that no man in Dublin ſhould 
bave his bread at leſs than two pence a pound, and that the 
twelve-penny loaf ought never to weigh more than ſix pounds” 
chough every intention of the bill is to bring bread cheaper to 
the people than it has been, and to give it at half the above 

rice. | 

, But, Sir, they have repreſented this Mr. Foſter as a wicked 
man indeed; they have obſerved that his hair is ſometimes un- 
dreſſed, and malicious incendiaries have taken advantage of this 
to raiſe the whole tribe of hair-drefſers againſt him; they have 
reported that he is an enemy to hair-dreſſers, and is reſolved to 
tax their trade with a ſhilling on each dreſſing. They have te- 

rted too, that like one of the candidates for Weſtminſter, he 
diſlikes maid ſervants, and has brought in a bill to tax them; 
that he declares three pounds are wages ſufficient for them, anc 
fix pounds for men ſervants, and that he has brought in a bill 
for the purpoſe. That he ſays, no artificer ought ti receive more 
than one ſhilling a day, and has brought in a bill for the pur- 
poſe : that he hates one-eyed perſons, and has brought in a bil! 
to tax them; that he cannot bear to ſee people walking out 
in the country to take the air, and has therefore brought in a bill 
to eftabliſh turnpikes on all the roads round Dublin for foot paſ- 
ſengers. Theſe, and a thouſand other monſtrous falſehoods have 
been told of him; and in a word, this Mr. Foſter, whoſe ſole 
ſtudy has been to promote the proſperity of his country, and 
render. the people happy and contented, is repreſented as the 
worſt of men—diſcouraging manufaQtures—oppreſſing the pocr, 
and _—_ diſtreſſes into taxation. I could go on with a long 
detail of the falſchoods propagated againſt me, but what I have 
mentioned may ſerve as a ſample. The man againſt whom ſuch 
egregious lies are circulated can deſpiſe and laugh at them; but i 
becomes a ſerious concern when the peace of the country is to 
be diſturbed, and the courſe of trade interrupted by their abo- 
minable untruths. 
The hr called the attention of the Houſe to a ſubjet 
that he thought required tos be conſidered, for the regularity 
of their future proceedings. He obſerved that the conſtant prac- 
tice in the Houſe of Commons in England, when any motion 
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was made in -which the crown was intercſted, was to have the 
conſent of the King ſigned by one of the principal ofthe King's 
ſervants, and that ſuch conſent was always entered on their 
journals; he had always wiſhed that a ſimilar mode of proceed- 
ing ſhould have been adopted by this Houſe, but that the uni- 
form practice had been other viſe. He ſaid, that in ſeveral in- 
ſtances relating to the King's hereditary revenue, no ſuch conſent 
had been given; and called upon the Speaker, and the members 
of the greateſt experience, to mention any inſtance where the 
conſent of the crown had been ſignified z and recollècted, that 
ſince he had been in parliament a hill had been brought in, which 
paſſed into a law, for changing the conſſitution of the corpora- 
tion of Dublin, without any ſuch conſent. He took notice 
that an act had been brouglit in, in the 1oth of George I. for 
erecting in this college three new fellowſhips, and two profeſ- 
ſorſhips, without the ſignification of any conſent of the crown 
to the Houſe. He ſaid, the charter incorporating a King's pro- 
fefſor in phyſic, was repealed by an act of parliament paſſed 
in the year 1741, that no conſent of the crown to that act of 
parliament appears on the commons journals to have been given, 
and that he had authority from the nobleman who had brought 
in that bill, to ſay that no ſuch conſent had been given. He 
ſaid, that the lecturers in botany, anatomy, and chemiſtry, were 
not founded on the charter or — of the college, and were 
paid by the ſtudents. He acknowledged that no bill in any 
reſpect changing that charter, or thoſe ſtatutes, ought to have 
been brought into the Houſe without his Majeſty's previous ap- 
obation, but that it had not appeared to him, that the bill 
ately before the Houſe relative to a ſchool for phyſic, inter- 
fered in any reſpect with the conſtitution of the college, but on 
this ſubje& other perſons were better judges, to whole opinions 
he ſubmitted with great deference. He expreſſed his concern 
that any ſubject relative to ſcience ſhould have occaſioned any 
difference of ſentiments as to religious ſubjects z that the 


art 
of the bill which opened the profeſſorſhips to perſons of all 


religions, was tue plan of the college of phyſicians ; that this 
plan, and the refolutions in the committee, had been commu- 
nicated by him to the ſenior fellows z that no objection to the 
part relative to the religion of the profeſſors was made by any of 
them ; that the bill was framed by the order of the Houſe, in 
purſuance of thoſe reſolutions, in which ke had the concurrence 
of both colleges, which he declared to the Houſe at the time 
of bringing in the bill. 

He ſaid he was happy that by our conſtitution as it now 
ſtood, if either Houſe fell into an error, it could be rectified 
by the wiſdom of the other; and that it gave him great plea- 
ſure to find that there was no difference of opinion as to the 
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principle of the bill, which, he flattered himſelf, would paſs 
with general approbation in the next ſeſſion of parliament. He 
declared explicitly, that he had no intention to allude to any 


thing that was ſaid in the other Houſe of Parliament, and role — 
only for the purpoſe of ſtating facts to the Houſe fo far as they 15 
related to their own proceedings, and to recommend that more * 
attention ſhould be given for the future to ſubjects in which the 
intereſts of the crown were concerned; but added, that fo far — 


as this ſubject related to Dunn's profeiſors, the crown had no 101 
intereſt, the foundation of theſe proſeſſorſhips being by the will, wh 
and the property of a private man, though they had been 

called King's profeſſorſhips, without taking any notice of the 
doner, whoſe will did not appcar to him to confine the pro- 
fefſorſtips to perſons of any particular religious perſuaſion. 
The Speaker being appealed to, declared that the mode of 87 
proceeding had been as ftated by the Provoſt. 
The Hon. Mr. Box: ke confirmed what had been ſtated, that no 7 
conſent of the crown had been given for bringing in the act for 


the appointment of the preſent profeſſors. I 

y fin 

. gra 

| WepxesDay, ArkriL 21, 1784. Le 
Tlhhis day, at four o'clock, the committee appointed to en- mit 
ws into the conduct of Mr. Leſtrange towards Mr. Matthew the 
arey, met in the Speaker's chamber, but ſoon after moved into one 


the body of the Houſe as a more public and convenient place be 
for r in the buſineſs to them referred. — The Honourable = 


Richard Anneſley took the chair. the 
Mr. Carey was called upon to ſtate his charge; which he did, cha 
dividing it into three heads. or « 
Firſt, That he was denied the free uſe of pen, ink and paper; MW ** 
whatever he wrote being inſpected by Mr. Loans | _ 
Second, T hat he was denied the converſe of his friends; ſeve- 
ral perſons being refuſed admittance to him. This he thought va 
was diQtated by capriee, as Mr. Leſtrange's conduct in this point l 
was not uniform; for at ſome times he gave his friends free ad- Ho 


miſſion, and at other times he prevented them from any acceſs. 
The third charge was, that Mir. Leftrange kept two, or at leaſt he \ 
one centinel always in the priſoner's chamber with drawn bayonets the 
or bayonet ; and beſides, be incommoded him with a number of Mat 
peace” officers, fo great, that he could nat at any time that his and 
triends were admitted, converſe with them in privacy. 
He concluded with ſaying, that he would not have exhibit- . ! 
— any charge, if Mr. Leſtrange had made à proper apology to Car 
m. 


DED AT 183 


Mr. Leſtrange admitted the three ſeveral charges, and juſtified 
His conduct under each. | | 

He faid, that ſtom the time of his 1 Mr. Care y home to 
his Houſe, he was in continual apprehenſion of his being reſcued 
by a mob ; that his apprehenſions upon that head were confirmed 
by Mr. Carey himſelf, who in converfation at dinner, to which 
Mr. Leſtrange invited him the firſt day of his impriſonment, (and 
indeed every ſucceeding day, though Mr. Carey accepted the in- 
yitation only on the firſt) did declare to Mr. Leſtrange and his 
friends, that if there was nota guard to prevent it, his houſe would 
be levelled with the ground. 6 

Mr. Leftrange ſaid, that from this and every other circumſtance 
relative to Mr. Carey, he conſidered himſelf as in a very danger- 
ous ſituation while he had him in his houſe; that, therefore, he 
gave dire&ions that whatever he wrote ſhould be brought to kim, 
and paſs under his inſpection before it was ſent away; and the ve- 
ry firſt paper he inſpected he thought juſtified his caution It was 
a letter, not ſealed, but directed, he faid, to ſome perſon whoſe 
name he did not recollect, who managed Mr. Carey's bufinefs :— 
It defired that perſon to be very attentive and careful of the bu- 
finefs, and to have, at leaſt, three columns for nervous para- 


graphs. | 
As to denying admiſſion to the friends of Mr. Carey, Mr. 
Leſtrange did confeſs that once or twice he did deny perfons ad- 


miſſion, but this was on account of the very great confuſion which 


the concourſe of perſons, neceſſarily aſſembled about Mr. Carey, 
occaſioned in Mr. Leſtrange's family; and as to the third charge, 
he juſtified his conduct by declaring, that he was every moment 
in apprehenfton of a mob aſſembling to reſcue Mr. Carey. Upon 
the whole, he ſaid, that having a priſoner ſuch as Mr. Carey in 
charge was à new ſituation to him; that he had received no advice 
or direction from any one how he ſhould conduct himſelf, but had 
ated with caution to the beſt of his knowledge, and with a ſin- 
cere deſtre to diſcharge his duty faithfully. 

— defired to produce evidence to eftabliſh what he had ad- 
vanced, 

The firſt evidence was Mr. Henry Holmes, doorkeeper of the 
Houſe of Commons. He corroborated what Mr. Leſtrange had 
alledged in general, with ſome additional circumſtances. He ſaid 
he was the perſon who brought for Mr. Leftrange's inſpection, 
the letter which had been mentioned; that it was directed to Mr. 
Matthew Doyle, deſiring him to be very careful of the buſineſs, 
and to have at leaſt three columns of nervous paragraphs. That 
Mr. Leftrange arid he thought it would be an high breach of duty 
to paſs ſuch a letter, and that he had brought it back to Mr, 
Carey with that declaration, at the ſame time cautioning him 
224inſt fending ſuch papers, as they might be produced in evi- 
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dence againſt him on a trial. Mr. Carey, he ſaid, ſeemed wel 
ſatisfied with this kindneſs, and immediately threw the letter in- 
to the fire, He then returned thanks to Mr. Leſtrange for his 
conduct. | 

Mr. Holmes further ſaid, that he was very frequently at Mr. 
- Leſtrange's houſe with the priſoner ; that though at firſt Mr. Leſ- 
trange had given orders that no paper ſhould paſs without his in- 
ſpection, yet theſe orders were not afterwards enforced, for that 
Mr. Carey had conſtantly his own ſervant to attend him, and 
_ ſend a thouſand letters without any notice being taken of 

m. 

He ſaid, that Mr. Lefirange bad behaved with the utmoſt hu- 
manity to his priſoner, ſetting him at his table, and entertaining 
him amongſt his friends. That he one day obſerved Mr. Let- 
trange apparently much diſtreſſed at Mr. Carey's not dining with 
him, and at Mr. Leſtrange's deſire went to My. Carey, to learn 
why he would not give him his company. Mr. Carey ſeemed ob- 
liged - attention, but ſaid, as there were generally ſtrangers 

{trange's table, he did not go, becauie he did not chuſe 

to be gazed at. mes 4 
I ꝰ be officer of the guard was called to prove the converſation 
at table, on the firſt day of Mr. Carey's confinement, and con- 
firmed what Mr. Leſtrange had advanced. The officer who com- 
. manded the guard on Sunday laſt was alſo called, and proved 
that Mr. Carey had behaved with the utmoſt inſolence to Mr. 

1 . abuſing him in the groſſeſt manner; and calling him 
the moſt opprobrious names. This gentleman ſaid, he had taken 
the liberty to adviſe Mr. Leſtrange to leave him to himſelf, and 
that he had accordingly retired without ſaying a word. 

Mr. Gardiner then read two reſolutions, the firſt declaring the 
charge againſt Mr. Leſtrange ill- grounded and malicious, and the 
laſt an approbation of Mr. 2 conduct. 

- Sir Eaward Crefton, and Mr. Jones contending that Mr. Carey 
had not been permitted to ſubſtantiate his charge by evidence, and 
that it had not been controverted, Mr. Carey was called upon to 
produce his witneſſes. | 

Mr. Thomas Carey declared, that his brother was thirty hours 
in Mr. Leſtrange's houſe without a bed; that he then got leave to 

ut up one; that he was once reſuſed admittance to his brother, by 

Mr. Leftrange himſelf, and that a number of perſons had complain- 
ed to him that they were refuſed admittarce to Mr. Matthew Ca- 
rey: He believes, if time were given, he could produce eight 
perſons who were refuſed, among whom were his father, uncle, 
and a couſin That he, Thomas Carey, was not allowed to ſpeak 
in private to his brother ; that on Thurſday, having whitpered 
bim, he was rudely pulled by the arm; that irritated at this treat- 
ment he had ſent for Mr. Leſtrange, to know if he had given ſuch 
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orders, and from. whom he had received them; Mr. Leſtrange 
confeſſed he had deſired he ſhould not ſpeak in private, and that 
he was commanded ſo to do, As molt of the particulars were 
contrary to what Mr. Leſtrange afferted on his examination, Tho- 
mas Carey wiſted the witneſſes were ſworn, and offered to 
make oath of the truth of what he ſaid, which was not re- 
,uired, s 3 : 
: Mr. Matthew Doyle was next examined, who depoſed, that he 
had been admitted, and then denied admittance to Mi. Carey, ard 
that ſeveral other perſons were alſo precluded from ſecing or con- 
verling with Mr. Carey. ) odd ce and by 

Mr. M*Donnough corroborated, Mr. Doyle's teſtimony, and 
gave an inſtance of the brutality of the ſoldiety in the preſence of 
Mr. Leſtrange, on his attempting to get adinittauce to Mr. Carey, 
by rudely ſhoving him into the ſtteet. 


Mr. Gardiner roſe again, and declared himſelf convinced by 
Mr. Carey's ſubſtantiating his charge, of the impropriety of the 
firſt reſolution he had read, for which reaſon he moved, that the 
conduct of Mr. Leſtrange, deputy ſerjeant at arms, to Matthew 
Carey, while in his cuſtody, was_ cautious, firm, and hu- 
mane. 

Sir Edvard Neavenbam ſaid, he was pleaſed that his Right Ho- 
nourable Colleague had withdravm his firſt motion, for it could 
not be ſupported, as it militated againſt thoſe facts which all 
ſides acknowledged z he muſt oppoſe his ſecond motion, as it was 
contrary to juſtice and equity; for the cafe in trial ſtands thus, 
and no lawyer can deny it : Matthew Carey made charges againſt 
the deputy ſerjeant at arms; the ſerjeant was called on his de- 
fence, he produced witneſſes on his behalf, yet he, like an honeſt 
man, acknowledged that he had been guilty of the charge of de- 
nying the priſoner the uſe of pen and ink, and ' of liberty to fee 
and conſult with his friends; and Carey, then ſubſtantiated. his 
charges by evidences. To what a melancholy ſicuation is a free- 
born Iriſh ſubject driven Will an Iriſh, parliament, that glories 
in its emancipation from foreign uſurpation, now ſuhvert the in- 
eſtimable liberty of a ſubject? For his part, he ſaid, he knew the 
Treaſury Bench could (unfortunately for this country) command 
a majority, yet, if he was the ſingle man in the committee, he 
would divide in favour ef the liberty of the ſubject, and he would 
appeal for the rectitude of his conduct to the people at large 
Their ditapprobation ſhould correct his errors z- their ſupport 
would * his opinion. Sir Edvard then read a motion which 
he had drawn, and he inſiſted it was the moſt equitable one, from 
the evidence produced. That motion was as follows: — I hat it 
appears to this committee, that Matthew Carey has made gocd 
his charges of being denied (at times) the uſe of pen and ink, «nd 
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of liberty to ſee bis friends, while in cuſtody of the ſerjeant at 


arms. 

Mr. William Todd Jones ſaid, he would negative Mr, Gardiner's 
—— though he ſhould ſtand alone, becauſe the charges brought 
by Mr. Carey againſt the ferjeant at arms, were ſupported by 
ſafficierit evidence, and were alſo admitted by that officer himſelf; 
and theſe charges exhibited ſuch arbitrary proceedings towards the 
perſor and liberty of Mr. Carey, as were totally inadmiſſible in, 
and repugnant to the fpirit of all free countries. Mr. Leftrange 
had not a more fincere well-wiſher than himſelf in the Houſe, and 
he did imagine his conduct to Mr. Carey, aroſe from his want of 
information, and from the noyelty of the cafe, and he did acquit 
him of all mteritional oppreflion ; but to declare his treatment of 
Mr. Carey to have been conſtitutional, he thought would be to eſ- 
tablith a very dangerous precedent, and ſuch as he conceived would 
be as degrading to that Houfe, as it would be tyrannical and in- 
tolerable in a free ſtate. Ke | 

The queſtion being then put, there appeared, (Tellers in- 
cluded) v4 wt 6 $4 i : ] 

© Ayes, | 88288 8 43 
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The Noes were Sir Edward Crofton, Sir Edward Newenham, 
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As engroſſed till frem the Lords, for diſqualifying Lord Viſ- 
count Strangford from voting either perſonally or by proxy in 
the Houſe” of Lords, was fead à firſt time, as alſo an abitract 
of the proceedings relative to his Lordſhip's conduct on a late oc- 
caſton in the Upper Houſe; Ordered, that ſaid bill undergo a 
ſecond-feading to-motrow, and that his GPS ſerved imme- 
diately with this order, that he may make any defence he chooſes 
_ The Houſe then ſat in committee on the intereſt of money-bill, 
and went through t e ſame. 8 P 
© The orders for trial of the Leitrim and Baltinglaſs elections 


were ſeverally read and diſcharged; after which it was ordered, 


char the triai of the petitions, complaining of an undue election 
for the county of Leitrim, be on the 5th of Auguſt next. 

© Ordered, that the trial of the perition, complaining of an undue 
election for the borough of Baltinglaſs, be on the 4th of Auguſt 
next. : 
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Mr. Amn-fl:y reported from the committee appointed to enquite 
into the conduct of the deputy ſerjeant at arms to Matthew Carey 
while in his cuſtody, that they had come to a reſolution, | 

That the conduct of Thomas Leftrange, deputy ſerjeant at 
arms, to Matthew Carey, while in his cuſtody, was perfectly 
conſiſtent with his duty to this Houſe, and marked with caution, 
firmneſs, and humanity. 

Sir Eaxvard Creften ſaid, that as he had —_ this reſolution 
yeſterday tn the committee, he ſbould do the ſame in the Houſe 
this day, though from the abſence of the two gentlemen who 
had joined him, his negative would now be a fingle one. 

Vir. Fofler entreated the gentleman would not perſiſt. 

The queſtion being put, the refolution paſſed unanimouſly. 


The Houſe then ſat in a committee on the bill for obliging cre- 
ditors to pay a weekly ſtipend of 25. 44. to debtors confined at 
their ſuit. 4 

Ordered to be reported to-morrow, to which time the Houſe 
adjourned, 


4 — _ 
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Faivar, ArKkIL 23, 1784. 


The Szlicitzy General reported from the committee on Mr. 
Holmes's bill, for obliging creditors to allow a ſmall maintenance 
to debtors while confined at their ſuit, that the committee had 
gone through and agreed to the fame, with ſome amendments, 
which being read by the Clerk at the table, and agreed to, the 
bill ſo amended; was ordered to be read a third time to-motrow. 


The order of the day for reading a ſecond time an engroſſed bill 
from the Lords, for diſqualifying Lord Viſcount Strangford from 
voting as a Peer, in perſon of by proxy, being read, the Speater 
ſaid, that in order to warrant their proceeding on this bill, he 
thought the Houſe ought to have before them ſome evidence of 
the guilt of the unfortunate nobleman in queſtion ; to which pur- 
poſe he examined at the bar an officer ofthe Houſe of Lords, who 
proved, that in November 1783, an appeal in the great cauſe 
between Hume and Loftus was niade to the Lords; that their 
Lordſhips appointed a day in January 1784, to hear and deter- 
mine the ſame, and that previous to that day of trial, Lord 
Viſcount Strangford did write and ſend to Mr. Rochſort, one of 
the parties in this cauſe, a letter, which he afterwards acknow- 
ledged before the Lords, and which was now read by the Clerk 
a the table, complaining of very great diſtreſs from want of mo- 
ney, lamenting that it prevented lus attending his duty in the 
Houſe, reminding Mr. Rochfort of a former application, with 
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which he had not complied, and declaring that if now enabled by 
the ſum of two, or even one hundred pounds, he would attend 
daily in his place, and endeavour to do juſtice in a cauſe, for the 
ſucceſs of which he had the beſt wiſhes. 0 

The Speaker alſo examined at the bar one of the meſſengers, 
who declared that he had ſerved Lord Strangford with a copy of 
the proceedings againſt him, and that his Lordſhip had ſent for 
anſwer, it was very well. 

The Preveſt.— Mr. Speaker, Sir, this is the proper time for 
any member who objects to this mode of proceeding by bill, to 
offer his ſentiments to the Houſe. Though I highly applaud the 
intention of the Lords to vindicate the juſtice of the nation, and 
to preſerve the purity of the final judicature z and though I warm- 
ly approve of the object which they have in view, I cannot con- 
Cur in the mode which they have choſen for the attainment of 
it. If the reaſons for my * are not well founded, I ſhall 
thank wy gentleman who thall convince me of my error, being 
very defirous to vote for this bill, when properly amended, if any 

reaſons are given in _— of it. 
My decided opinion is, that it is contrary to the eſtabliſhed 

inciples of the conſtitution, to proceed againſt any man by a 
bit of pains and penalties, when juſtice can be obtained by the 
due courſe of law. 

This maxim appears to me ſo indiſputable, that I am ſorry to 
be obliged to uſe any arguments in ſupport of it. 

Lord Coke ſays, Nunguam decurritur ad extraordinarium re- 
medium ſed ubi deficit ordinarium.” And that it is for this reaſon 
that the high court of parliament relieves only ſuch as can have 
no remedy but in parliament, and for matters determinable at com- 
mon law, Temits the parties to their legal remedy. 

Theſe rules will be held more ſacred, when we conſider the 
ſource from which they are derived. In Magna Charta the King 
engages to every ſubject of every tank, Nec ſuper eum ibimu 
nec ſuper eum mittimu, nift per legale juuicium parium ſuorum, aut 
per legem terre,” If we deprive any man of the lawful trial of 
his peers, or proceed againſt him contrary to the common law, 
we deprive him of the protection of this part of the great char- 
ter. It is true that the Lords of parliament are the Peers of the 
noble Viſcount who is the object of this bill; but, in a caſe 
where no extraordinary remedy is neceflary, the interpoſition of 
the Lords in their legillative capacity, does not appear to me to 
be either the legal? judic ium or the lex terre, intended by the great 
charter. Bills of pains and penalties are laws ex p fads, made 
to puniſh one man by a rule not applicable to the reſt of his 
fellow - ſubjects, and which did not exiſt when his offence was 
committed. Such a bill is therefore to be juſtified by neceſſity 
only. Where crimes cannot be puniſhed by due courſe of law, 


* 


DIB AT ES. 189 


the authority of the legiſlature has been frequently exerted to 
bring great delinquents to public juſtice. There is no bill of that 
nature, in which ſuch a neceſſity does not appear, or is not at 
leaft profeſſed. But if in the caſe before us, the common law of 
the realm is in itſelf ſufficient, not only to puniſh the noble Viſ- 
count, but to inflit the very puniſhment propoſed by this bill, 
there is no neceſſity for the interference of the legiſlature, and the 
bill ought to be rejected. 

Corruption in a judicial place has been frequently puniſhed in 
a courſe of law. Offering a bribe to a judge, though he does not 
take it, is puniſhable by law in the perſon who offers it. The 
offer by a judge to accept a bribe, though not given, is at leaſt 
1 If, for crimes of ſuch a nature, the law had not 
_ a remedy, it would have been a reflection on the law 
itſelf. | 

Againſt corruption in judicature, by a peer of the realm, the 
mode of redreſs which the wiſdom of the conſtitution has eſtabliſn- 
ed, is an impeachment by the Houſe of Commons, Of this there 
have been many inſtances in England. 

In 1620, Lord Viſcount St. Albans was impeached for this 
offence in the office of Chancellor, and was ſentenced by the 
Lords in their judicial capacity, iſt. To pay a fine of 40, oool. 
2dly. To be impriſoned in the Tower during the King's plea- 
ſure. 3dly. To be for ever incapable of any office in the ſtate or 
common-wealth. ꝗthly. Never to fit in parliament, nor come 
within the verge of the court. 

In 1624, the Earl of Middleſex was impeached for bribery, in 
the offices of Lord High Treaſurer and Maſter of the Court of 
Wards, and was ſentenced to loſe all his offices, and to be for 
ever incapable of any—to be impriſoned in the Tower during the 
King's pleaſure—to be fined 50,000/.—never to ſit in parliament 
= more—and never to come within the verge of the court. . 

have never heard the authority of thoſe deciſions queſtioned. 
Whilft the firſt of thoſe caſes depended, Sir Edward Coke was 
2 leading member in the Houſe of Commons, In the ſecond 
caſe, he brought up the impeachment, and he ſtates both caſes, as 
legal authorities, in his 3d inſtitute. 

The ſame courſe was taken in the year 1725, againſt Lord 
Maccles feld, for a fimilar offence in the office of Chancellor. — 
His ſentence was a fine, which the Lords judged to be a ſuffici- 
ent puniſhment in his caſe.— It was moved, that he ſh uld be al- 
ſo ſentenced never to fit or vote in parlizment; and this motion 
having paſſed in the negative; a proteſt was entered by twenty- 
two peers, among whom is the name of Lord Lechmere, an able 
and experienced lawyer, No doubt was entertained of the power 
of the Lords to have infli cted the additional puniſhment pro- 
poſed, had they thought that the juſtice of that caſe required it. 
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But it has been faid, that thoſe precedents do not app!y, and 
I am called upon to mention any inftance of an impeachment for 
corruption committed by a Peer in the Houſe of Lords ; as if the 
facredneſs of the place ſhould be an aſylum, or the greatneſs of 
the delinquent, or the enormity of the crime ſhould be a protec- 
tion againſt the grand inqueſt of the nation. This objection tells 
the people of Ireland You may proſecute Judges, Chancel- 
lors, and Peers, for corruption in your courts of juſtice in the 

ogreſs of your cauſes, until they come to the final judicature; 

t for corruption there, the laws of your country give you no 
redreſs.” 

This objection is of an alarming nature. Was the preſent” hill 
framed from an opinion that the Commons could not impeach for 
corruption by a peer in the final judicature? If that were ſo, it 
would be time to aſſert the undoubted rights of the Commons of 
Ireland, by ke. a precedent. Was a bill reſorted to 
hecaule the letter was lodged there ? But this letter and evi- 
dence might have been communicated to this Houſe by a meſſage, 
or at a conference, which would have enabled us to have taken 
our place in the proſecution of this offence. ——Lord St. Albans 
acknowledged his corruption, and ſent his letter of confeſſion to 
the Houſe of Lords; but the Commons nevertheleſs proceeded 
with thei impeachment: And the evidence being in the hands 
| Gl the Lords was not conſidered as a reaſon for. proceeding by 


he precedents of impeaching peers for corruption in any ſu- 
perior court, apply with equal force to corruption by them in 
the ſupreme court of final judicature. The diſtinction is without 
a ſhadow of difference. this caſe, it is not the privileges of 
the peerage, but the juſtice of the nation that is invaded z and 
the law o — being ſufficient to P the legillature 
ought not to do it by making an occaſi law tor the purpoſe, 
after the fact. 

The rule laid down by Lord Coke is general, and applies 
equally to all courts. —* If any Lord of parliament, (ſays that 
great lawyer,) has committed any oppreſſion, bribery, extortion, 
or the like, the Houſe of Commons, being the grand inquiſitors 
of the realm, coming out of all parts thereof, may examine the 
fame; and if they find, by the vote of the Houſe, the charge to 
be true, then they ſhall tranſmit the ſame to the Lords with the 
witneſſes and proofs.” If the Commons ſhall find that any ſuch 
offence has been committed in the Houle of Lords, the Commons 
are bound to lay the ſame before their Lordihips in a due courſe of 

proceedings, which is by impeachment. 
_ A Right Honourable and learned Gentleman has admitted that 
an impeachment may be brought, but has affirmed that this bill 
is a mode equally proper. But unfortunately this precedent, if 
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the bill ſhould paſs into a law, will remain in our ſtatute-book 
when the authority of the learned — m4 admiſſion may fo 
ſibly be forgotten.— And what will be the argument ariſing from 
this precedent ? Will it not be this? “ Here was the cleareſt 
caſe for an impeachment from the Commons, if it was not under- 
ſtood that no impeachment could have been brought againſt a 
Lord of Parliament, for corruption in the final judicature.” Ina 
Houſe of Commons, where there were ſo many lzwyers of the 
firſt eminence, would they have ſuffered an act of parliament to 
have paſſed, if they were not convinced that no remedy could haye 
been had by the common law cf the land ?—1 ſhall be able to 
give no anſwer to this argument; it appears to me to be deci- 
lire. 

But does the Right Honourable Gentleman ſuppoſe that our 
power of impeaching has never been queſtioned ? The contrar 
appears to be the truth. The firſt inſtance of impeachment which 
I can find on our Journals, 1s that in the year 1640, againſt Lord 
Chancellor Bolton, the Biſhop of Derry, Sir Gerald Lowther, 
Chief Juſtice of the Common Pleas, and Sir George Radcliffe. — 
This mode of proceeding was at that time ſo much diſcountenanc- 
ed, that the jor of marry ſent a meſſage to deſire from the Houſe 
of Commons precedents for the right of judicature in the parlia- 
ment of this kingdom; and afcerwards, being attended by the 
Speaker and moſt of the Houſe at the council-table, defired that 
the Houſe ſhould forbear proceeding in the impeachments, until 
the Lords Juſtices ſhould be advertiſed from England on the queſ- 
tion of judicature in capital caſes. It appears that Charles the 
Firſt had by his letter, required from both Houſes precedents of 
the right —— x and though both Houſes, in their joint 
addreſs to his Majeſty, dechne to produce precedents, leſt it 
ſhould draw the jucicature in queſtion, yet it appears, from the 
lame addreſs, that they had no precedents to produce. 

In the Lord Chancellor's anſwer to the articles of impeachment, 
be inſiſts that there is no precedent of any ſuch proceeding ſince 
Poynings* Act, in the reign of Henry the Seventh, and that the 
impeachment againſt him trenches upon his Majeſty's prerogative, 
= he defires the Houſe of Lords and the Lords Juttices to con- 

The difficulty muſt have ariſen from an objeQtion to the way 
ef proceeding by impeachment : For the juriſdiction of the Lords 
in criminal caſes, was never at any time queſtioned ; and as a fur- 
ther proof of the diſapprobation of this mode of proceeding, it 
was afterwards ordered that ail matters intrenching on the honours 
of thoſe perſons ſhould be ſtruck out of the records. 

In the cafe of Lord Chancellor Porter, in the year 1695, there 
was an attempt to impeach. Both Houſes ſeem to have been a- 
armed. Every obſtruction was given by the Lords. At laſt the 
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Commons got rid of it in a manner not very decorous.— The 
Chancellor was adraitted into their Houſe. He makes a ſpeech, 
The projecuting members engage to make ood their article, and 
offer their. proofs. The Houſe votes what the Chancellor faid to 
be fatisfaQtory without any proof, (ſuch are the words of the reſo- 
lution) and reject the articles. «+: 

Theſe are our only precedents. The two firſt, not in favour 
of the power of impeaching, and that which we are about to make 
directly againſt it. And — in the impeachment in the year 
1640, the Laras and Commons declare, that the Lords ſpititual 
and temporal in parliament aſſembled, have full power and au- 
thority to hear and determine all treaſons and other offences per- 
petrated within this kingdom, yet there. is no inſtance upon the 
Journals of our houſes of parliament, where any judgment has 
been given on an impeachment z and clear as our right is to im- 
peach, I have known many rights of this kingdom, equaily un- 
_ queſtionable, heretofore diſputed, | 

An Honourable Gentleman hopes we ſhall not get into what he 
calls the trade of impeachments. I fincerely hope that no cau'e 
may be given for impeachments; but this trade, as it is called, 
has been a very beneficial one to the laws and liberties of our ſiſ- 
ter kingdom. On my part, I hope, we ſhall not trade in bills of 
pains and penalties without any neceſſity. The acknowledgment 
that an impeachment would be a proper mode, proves that this 
bill is not equally proper. -Is the puniſhment of an offender, by 
an act that is applicable only to him, and made after his offence 
has been committed, equally proper, as to puniſh him by a law 
common to all his fellow-ſubjeQs, and which was in force before 
he or his offence had exiſtence ? It cannot be maintained. 

The faithful page of hiſtory has found theſe bills of pains and 
penalties to be the greatelt blemiſhes in the conſtitutional hiſtory 
of England. The great Lord Cowper, has declarcd his opinion, 
that they can only be juſtitied where the offender is in open rebel- 
lion, or has fled from the juſtice of his country. 

By one of theſe bills infetior offences were accumulated into 
high-treaſon. By another, 2 man was deprived of his honours 
and his country, cn the moſt vague and uncertain conjectutes, 
only becaule there was no evidence in the caſe, on which .any 
court of juſtice in the realm could have convicted him. By ano- 
ther, the great ſtatute of treaſons, which requires two witneſſcs, 
was repealed in the caſe of an individual, againſt whom ore wit- 
neſs appeared. In the laſt inſtance indeed it was ſaid, that the 
offender had abuſed the lenity of the law, which required two 
witnelfes, by having ſpirited away one of them z and that there- 
fore he'ſhould not be tutfered to avail himſelf of the protection of 

this law, to evade the juſtice of the nation, 
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I acknowledge the preſent bill to have been introduced for the 
moſt laudable purpoſe ; but I object to this hill, becauſe the com- 
mon law provides a remedy clear and adequate; and becauſe an 
unneceſſary penal ex po gad lau, for the beſt purpoſes, may, 
in times leſs favourable to public liberty than the preſent, be nſcd 
as a precedent for ſuch laws for very different purpoſes ; becauſe 
it is a repeal, in this inſtance, of that important part of the great 
charter, which had been mentioned; and hecaute J conſider it as 
a repeal of the ſtzture of the fifteenth of Edward the Third, which 
enaQts, That nobles ſha!l not be put to anſwer but in open par- 
lament by their Peers, which means by indictment or impeach- 
ment. It has been ſaid, that theſe oh jections ſhould have been 
made. at an earlier period. The anſwer is obvious; the letter 
has been but this moment read, and the objeQtions could not 
have been made, before the caſe had been laid before the 
Houſe. 

| have been charged with an intention to delay, but moſt un- 
juſtly. The opinion which I have given is, that immediately af- 
ter the rejection of the bill, we ſhould vote an impeachment, and 
go up with it inſtantly to the ber of the Houſe of Lords, who will 
probably appoint ſome day before our riſing for the trial, which 
cannot lat two hours. | 

How vain is the apprehenſion that the Lords will be offended ! 
That auguſt aſſembly can never be offended, when we applaud 
the juſtice of their intentions, but at the ſame time prefer pro- 
c2eding in the ancient ways of the laws, to a legiſlative inter- 
poſition, E : 

I confid:r myſelf, on this occaſion, as an advocate for one of 
the great privileges of the Commons, who never appear in a 
more venerable ſituation than in their peculiar province of the grand 
inqueſt of the nation. When, in the name of all the Commons 
of Ireland, this Houſe, as the Attorney General of the people, 
demands juſtice on great delinquents at the bar of the Lords, its 
appearance is truly awful and majeſtic.— As a court of criminal 
Juriſdiction, I do not view the Commons in fo reſpectable a light. 
But the preſent bi!l reverſes the privileges and duties of both 
Houſes, making the Lords accuſers as well as puniſhers, and the 
Commons action and not accuſers. a | 

I am equally an advocate for the privileges and dignity of the 
Lords, The power of judicature and of puniſhment is theirs, and 
when they unneceſſarily participate theſe powers with any other 
part of the legiſlature, may I be permitted with the utmoſt defer- 
ence to that great aſſembly, to expreſs a doubt, whether the 
do not derogate from their privileges, and depart from their 
rights ? . 

{ obje& to this bill as a ſervant of the crown, It places our 
Sovereign in a ſituation that muſt be diſagteeable to the benignity 
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of the royal mind. Puniſhment is inflicted by the law, or by the 
judge, who is the le /cquens; grace and favour are reſerved for 
the crown, This bill calls upon the King, without any evidence 
laid before him, to deprive a Peer of the realm of his feat in par- 
liament. I acknowledge th's to be an objection to all bills of 
attainder; but, I ſay, neceſſity alone is an anſwer to this objec- 
-tion, and 1 affirm that the preſent bill places our Sovereign in 
this painful fituation, without any neceſſity whatever. | 

We are told that this bill increaſes the prerogative ; for the 
King muſt aſſent to give it effect, but in an impeachment his 
Majefy has no ſuch power. To this I anſwer, that the policy 
of our law keeps the legiſlative and judicial powers diſtinct; that 
to increaſe the prerogative by confounding their functions would 
be repugnant to this policy ; that to unite the powers of making 
and enforcing law in the ſame body of men, would be injurious 
to public liberty ; that this way of increaſing the prerogative, 
would be contrary to the principles of the conſtitution, and con- 
ſequently that this obſervation faraithen the moſt deciſive antwer 
againſt the bill. | 

But, Sir, in objecting to this bill I am an advocate for the 
law itſelf, that great inheritance which we derive from our an- 
ceſtors !—To which we ſhould not wantonly impute defect, im- 
becility or inefficacy, or deprive any man of the proteQian, or 
the body of the people of the redreſs which 1t affords. 

The neceſſity here ſpoken of is not the tyrant's 2 it is the 
equity of the conſtitution, regarding the — of the people as 
the ſupreme law, and adminiſtering relief where the law has pro- 
vided no remedy. As, to prevent the ſpreading of a fire, the lots 
of a ſhip, or the progreſs of an enemy, we may juſily deprive 
any individual of his property; but if no ſuch neceſſity exiſts, 

the man is doubly injured, being unjuſtly deprived of his proper- 
ty and of the protection of the laws of his country; and the 
community is injured by the example. In enormous offences, 
which ftrike at the public ſafety, and which cannot be ſufficiently 
- guarded and ſecured by the due courſe of the law, it may be ſome- 
times, but very rarely, neceffary, and for that reaſon only pro- 
per and juſt, that the legiſlature ſhould interpoſe; but ſuch an in- 
terpoſition ſhould never take place without every precaution to 
prevent the danger of the precedent ; and we ſhould on theſe oc- 
caſions never forget, that on the criminal code the freedom of the 
conſtitution in a great meaſure depends, and that what we are do- 
ing for the beſt may be perverted hereafter to the worſt purpoſes. 
But in the preſent caſe, without any neceſſity to Juſtith , With- 


out any reaſon to excuſe, without any example to miſlead, with- 
out gaming the ſmalleſt advantage to the public, againſt all pre- 
cedents, againſt all principles, ſhall the legiſlature uturp the judi- 
cial functions, and deprive a Peer of the realm of the protection 
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of the laws of his country. I aſſert, that, though the crime be 
certain, the evidence clear, the puniſhment adequate, that ſtill 
we muſt obſerve the rule of jm juſte; and that if we puniſh by 
an improper juriſdiction, the puniſhment will be unjuſt. 

Suppoſe in a caſe proper for an indictment, inſtead of „ 
to the preſentment of the grand, the trial of the petty jury, an 
the ſentence of the judge, you ſhould unneceſſarily — to the 
le giſlature, and bring in a bill to puniſh the offender, is there a 
man in the kingdom who would not be alarmed at the innovati- 
on? And yet that is preciſely the preſent caſe; the offence is in- 
dictable ; the grand jury of the kingdom ſhould have preſented 
and the Lords, who are the Peers of the offender, would be then 
the jury to try, and the judges to ſentence. | 

| have thus, Sir, endeavoured to prove, from the acknow- 
ledged principles of the conſtitution—the beſt legal authorities— 
the moſt eſtabliſhed precedents—and from the nature and reaſon 
of the caſe itſeif—that this bill ought, to be rejected; and, with 
the utmoſt deference to the wiſdom of this great aſſembly, I am 
not afraid to avow my opinion to the moſt experienced lawyers in 
be this kingdom, and to the firſt characters in Weſtminſter-Hall, 


„ 


* Right Hon. Dennis Daly anſwered the different parts of the 
pt Provoit's ſpeech z he alerted that the bill was no extraordinary. 


ſtretch of power, but a fair and honourable effort of the Peers 
N to expel corruption from amongſt them; and which while it 
101 did credit to theit Lordſhips, mutt give the happieſt ſatisfaction 
to the people. The caſes cited by the Right Hon. and learned 

Gentleman, he humbly apprehended did not apply; they were 
loſs both judges of inferior courts, impeached for bribery and corrupt 
practices; but there was no inſtance, he ſaid, where any Lord 
& Parliament had, as ſuch, diſgraced hiinſelf in that manner; 
and therefore, being a new caſe, it could only be remedied by 
at of parliament. He conceived that it was more reſpectful to 
the Peers to concur with them in puniſhing their guilty mem- 
ber, than if the Commons ſhould take up the meaſure on their 
own ſuggeſtion; and as to the King, it was intiaitely more 
peel to his Majeſty, to deprive the unfortunate peer of his 
privilege by act of parliament, to which his Majeſty's conſent 
would be neceſſary, than to puniſh him by impeachment, 

Colonel Gere thought the Lords had taken the ſpeedieſt me- 
thod to get rid of an improper peer, and was for the bill. 

The Frime Serjeant thought the bill very proper, and that any 
other mode was excluding the crown of its prerogative of a ne- 
tive or affirmative on the bill. He faid, he believed no man 
would deny but what the Right Hon. Gentleman had laid down 
was law. t 

The queſtion being then put for committing of the bill for 
to-morrow, it was carried with only one diſſenting voice. 
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SATURDAY, APR1L 24, 1784. 


Read a third time and paſſed, a bill to oblige creditors to 
allow a certain maintenance to debtors confined at their ſait. 


The Houſe reſolved itſelf into a committee of the whole 
Houſe, Mr. Maſon in the chair, on the bill for diſabling Lord 
Viſcount Strangford from voting as a peer of parliament in per- 
fon or by pork | | 

The Right Hon. John Fofer moved to amend the bill by re- 
Citing in the preamble thereof, the circumſtances which had 
compelled parliament to 22 this unfortunate notleman, and 
by ſetting out at large the letter Which he had written to Mr. 
Rochfort. | | 

The Prev, who had juſt entered the committee while Mr, 
Foſter was ſpeaking, declared his hearty approbation of this 
amendment; and ſaid that he had come down to the Houſe for 
the purpoſe of making a fimilar one himſelf, if the Right Hon. 
Gentleman had not anticipated him. The act, he ſaid, would be 


à great hiſtorical monument of the virtue of the Lords; and he 


thought it would be but juſtice to their Lordfhips to inform 
after ages of the evidence upon which they had proceeded. He 
thought it alfo juſtice to the feelings and character of the young 
nobleman who would probably ſucceed the preſent unfortunate 
peer, and who promiſed to be an ornament to his country, that 
the particular act of corruption, for the puniſhment of which 
the bin was paſſed, ſhould be ſpecified ; for theſe reaſons he 
approved of the amendment, though he had by no means relin- 
quiſhed his former opinion, that impeachment was the regular 
mode of proceeding in this caſe: At the fame time he defired it 
might not be ſuppoſed, that he either intended by that mode to 
delay the public juftice of the nation, or to infict a more ſevere 
puniſhment ; both were equally foreign to his intention. 

The bill as amended paſſed the committee, was reported to 
the Houſe, and there paſſed without a difſenting voice. 


The Right Hon. John Feſler obſerved that there would not 
be any buſineſs ready for the Houſe till towards the 11th and 
1zth of May, at which time the return of the tranſmitted bills 
might be expected; he therefore moved the Houſe to adjourn 
to Tueſday the 11th of May. 

This motion was interrupted by the appearance at the bar 


of an officer with the army returns for March. | 
Mr. Molyneux, at whoſe inſtance theſe returns were produced, 
declared that they came too late. 


Sir Edward Craſten.— rife, Mr. Speaker, to lay before the 
Houſe ſome information on a ſubject of the moſt alarming na- 


ture, the moſt violent ſtretch of power that ever was attempted 
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in a free country; I mean the impriſoning two poor men in 
the Caſtle- yard, without any proceſs cf law, or without any 
examination or information being given againſt them before a 
magiſtrate—] was informed of this circumſtance laſt night, and 
this morning I went to the Caſtle-yard, and found it true :— 
There I ſaw the poor men confined, a centinel with a fixed 
bayonet in the room with them, another without ſide their door. 
I aſked them if there was an examination ſworn againſt them ?— 
They faid they knew of none. Whether they kad ſworn againſt 
any one? They anſwered no; and whether they were confined 
azainft their will? They faid they were. I chen went to the 
Crown-office, and found that there were not indeed any exa- 
minations againit theſe men, nor had they ſworn azainit any one. 
I do therefore conſider this as a moſt daring and violent itretch 
of power, and which though exerciſed in the caſe of two very 
poor men, may ſoon be extended to us all; I think therefore this 
Houſe, as guardiars of the people's rights, called upon to en- 
quire into this dark affair, and if the Right Hon. Gentleman 
will withdraw his motion of adjournment, I will move that 
William Hall, Deputy Town Major, (the perſon who holds thoſe 
men in cuſtody) do forthwith attend at the bar of this Houſe. 
The Prime Serjeant ſaid he was ſorry to ſee the honeit nature 
of the Hon. Baronet impoſed upon by ſome deſigning miſcreant, 
as he had the moſt ſincere affection for him, and entertained the 
higheſt opinion of the honourable principles on which he acted ; 
but had it been a perſon of lets eſtabliſhed character, he would 
lay he had done wrong, and that the court of King's Bench ought 
to attach him, for tampering with the King's evidences, for ſuch 
were the perſons whom he had ſeen, and not 18 as had 
been repreſented; they were perſons Who had given intorma- 
tion of a moſt dangerous conſpiracy to allatlinate certain mem- 
bers of the Houſe, and they were kept under the protection of 
a guard, as much for. the ſafety of their lives, as to prevent their 
being tampered with, or ſpirited away as Finucane had been; it 
was highly probable, nay, it muſt be true, as the Hon. Baronet 
had ſaid it, that thoſe men, not knowing him or his rank and 
conſequence, had not explained truly their ſituation to him; and 
it was probable that thote perſons who were fo anxiouſly ſolici- 
tous to procure the removal of thoſe men to the common gaol, 
had ſet on the Hon, Baronet to procure it, did it in order to have 
an opportunity of tampering with men whoſe evidence might 
endanger their ſafety ; but he was well ſatisfied that if the Hon. 
Baronet had ſeen the matter in this light, he never would have 
interfered in it; he was a man that loved good order, and would 
himſelf be the firſt to ſee the laws executed, and he muſt be 
conſcious of the impropriety of diſcloſing the King's evidence in 
a-bufineſs ſo blac : as that which had been mentioned. He would 
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have held it no doubt an high crime in the caſe of the houghers 
af Roſcommon z but though the Hon. Baronet has been deccived, 
I reſpe& the principle by which he is actuated— That regard 
for the liberty of the ſubje& by which he is impelled to make 
this enquiry, muſt ever do him honour; I love and eſteem op- 
2 founded on ſuch principles, it is ever neceſſary in a 
ſtate like ours, but as I know no man holds aſſaſſins in 
eater abhorrence than the Hon. Baronet, I truſt that now he 
1s informed of the true reaſon for guarding theſe men in the 
Caſtle-yard, he will not preſs his motion, as they have a reme- 
dy in their hands if they think themſelves oppreſſed, which is 
not at all the caſe, by applying for an Habeas Corpus, and would 
hereafter have ample retribution. 
The Solicitor General ſaid, that the place the men were now 
in was the propereſt, as well for their own ſafety as to preſerye 
the purity of their teſtimony ; that ſending them to Newgate 
would be expoſing them to infult on the one hand, and might 
be a means of Gneing away the evidence of the crown on the 
other; he would therefore ſupport the motion of adjournment, 
and begged for God's ſake, that gentlemen would not throw any 
obſtacles in the way of, or interrupt the common courſe of pub- 
lic juſtice, which was now ſoon to take place on thoſe who 
were under proſecution of offending againſt the laws of their 
country. 

Right Hon. Mr. Br eοπννe Though I am not an oppoſition 
man, but very far from it, I muſt approve of the Right Hon. 
Gentleman's ſentiments, when he ſays he loves oppoſition it is 
not ſo much love as gratitude in him for I muſt ſay, that the 
gentlemen on that ſide owe full as much to oppoſition for their 
ſituation, as they do to their own talents, however exalted ; and 
was oppoſition to fall, much of their conſequence and value 
would fall with it. 

As to the men that have been mentioned, it does not appear 
that they undergo any unneceſſary hardſhip—if they do they 
will have their remed y but as their evidence ought not to be 
loſt, | cannot think it would be proper to ſuffer them to be 
tampered with. 

Mr. Ley ſpoke to the ſame effect. 

Sir Eqwara Crejien withdrew his oppoſition to the queſtion 
of adjournment, 


Alderman Warren, before the breaking up of the Houſe, beg- 
ged leave to inform gentlemen of the alarming degree to which 
emigration was now taking placez many ſhips had lately failed 
with multitude of people on board, and there were now three 
ſhips. in the harbour, each of which would carry away perhaps 
three hundred perſons, He had gone on board theſe ſhips, and 
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he was ſorry to find the perſons emizrating were not the profli- 
gate, the idle, and diſſolute but the ſober, the honeſt, and in- 
duſtrious country people, many ct them from the counties of 
Wexford and Kilkenny, ſpinners and combers, who all declared 
that they tore themſelves away from their native country, be- 
cauſe they could not procure ſubſiſtence in it. This, the Alder- 
man faid, was an evil that ought to be ſtopped, not by any 
violent coercive meaſure, but by making the people happy, and 
finding employment for them at home; he therefore mentioned 
the ſubjed, that gentlemen might conſider it during the receſs; 
and he declared that the man who could deviſe an effeQual re- 
medy would be entitled to the thanks of his country indeed. 

The queſtion of adjournment to the lich of May, was put, 
and * 1 


Tuesday, May 11, 1784. 


The Houſe met purſuant to adjournment, and the Speaker 
having taken the chair, a meſſage was delivered from the Lords, 
that their Lordſhips had agreed with the Commons in their 
name to the Dill for diſqualifying Lord Viſcount Strang- 
ord. 


Lord Kikwariin, after expreſſing the very high opinion he en- 
tertained of the Duke of Rutland's government, and expatiating 
on the many public advantages derived from it, propoſed to cloſe 
the ſeſſion with an addreſs, declaratory of the Houſe's appro- 
bation of his Excellency's juit and wiſe adminiſtration. 

He was ſeconded by Colonel Hartan, who in a very handſome 
eulogium on the preſent adminiſtration, adverted to the ſeveral 
acts by which it had benetited this country, particularly the 
corn act, and the act for ſecuring the liberty of the preſs, — 
The latter, he ſaid, was become indiſpenſably neceſſary, from 
the number of ſeditious and inflammatory papers daily publiſhed, 
and from the cruel abuſe of private characters, by which the 
honour of the nation, and the happineſs of individuals were de- 
ſtroyed; and while at home numbers wert made the miſerable 
victims of abandoned ſlanderers, abroad we were repreſented as 
a nation of maligaants, whoſe greateſt enjoyment was to vilify 
cach other, and to abuſe the government. ; 

Mr. Jenes (of Liſburn) ſaid, it was with extreme concern 
that he felt himſelf compelted by a ſenſe of duty and juſtice to 
teſtify his diſapprobation of the meaſure 3 but when he recol- 
lected the many flagrant, acts of impropriety which deform this 
adminiſtration, he found it impoſſible to concur in thanks where 
his heart poured forth reproachesz and to addreſs, where he 
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ondemned. For what bounties received from the Duke of 
Rutland were the people of Ireland to offer up this pr > ihe þ 
Was it for the rejection of their favourite bill to reform the 
' repreſentation in that Houſe; and to renovate the conſtitution *— 
Was it for the precipitate diſmiſſal of the equalization bill, 
without deigning it any offer of redreſs, any flight promiſe from 
the miniſter, to ſooth the diſappointedꝰ Was it for that lenient 
and equitable act the poſt-office bill; the adoption of which 
from a former admini ration only aggravated the injury ?— Was it 


for the contemptuous rejection of every reſolution propoſed there, | 


to enforce the reſidence of certain abſentee great officers of the 
ſtate, who draw immevfe ſalaries from this kingdom, and _ 
der them in another; inattentive to, and negligent of the duties 
annexe1 to theſe officesz if there are any duties annexed to 
them ?—Was it for filling the ſtreets of the capital of this free 
country with an armed hoit, not amenable to the controul, ard 
derogatory to the privileges cf its peaceful citizens ?—Or was 
it for transforming the Houſe of Commons into a court of ſtar- 
chamber, and converting the Caſtle from an Iriſh court to a 
French Baſile, or a Granada inquiſition? The thanks the peo- 
ple owed for ſuch benevolences ſhould be rendered by him; and 
the torrent of diſapprobation and diſcontent out of doors, which 
now relled rom ſhore to ſhore of this kingdom, ſhould be de- 
clared by him there>—He diſapproved of the adminiſtration cf 
"his Grace of Rutland 1 tra, —— he would negative every addreſs 
propoſed there which was not expreſſive of the national diſap- 
probation of, and diſappointment in his Grace's conduct. 

Mr. M:lyneux, after following Mr. Jones in reprobating the 
addreſs, ſaid, that if any admiaiſtration was calculated to ſow 
diſſention between this kingdom and England, it was aſſuredl) 
the preſent. | 
As to the Chief Governor, continued he, I think him a good and 
amiable charaQter, but he has confided the affairs of this kingdom 
to the Right Hon. Secretary, and he only is anſwerable for what has 
happened, particularly for at this time conferring honours on a 
— who is not a very great favourite of the people. But 
dis reaſon for doing it was to ſhew the people of this country 

that he would not be content to oppreſs, but muſt alſo inſult 

I would however aſk that Right Hon. Gentleman a few queſ- 
tions, and from his anſwers 1 will form my opinion reſpectin 
the addreſs; if he is filent, it is of a piece with that filence whi 
bas done us more harm than the loquacity of any of his pre- 
deceſſors. ä 

I call upon him to inform the Houſe, at what expence the 
- Chancellorthip of the Exchequer has been purchaſed from a man 
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who ſcarcely has put his foot in the kingdom ſince his ap- 


intment. 

Is the office of Maſter of the Rolls likewiſe to be purchaſed ? 
+ Is a Prefident of the Council to be appointed with a large 
falary ? : 

(No anſwer being made, he concluded with ſaying) 

Relief I ſee muſt be found in ourſelves, I therefore honour 
the people for the remedy they are taking I admire their ſpirit. 
They have taken the redreſs into their own hands when they 
found they were deſerted by this Houſe. _ 

Here the Attorney General called Mr. Molyneux to order, 
who replied, he did not know that he was out of order; to 
which 

The Attorney General ſaid, if the gentleman continues in this 
ſtrain | will have his words taken down by the Clerk, and he 
ſhall then know how he is out of order, 

Mr. Me neu proceeded, —If the Right Hon. Gentleman had 
let me proceed, he would have ſeen how unneceſſary his call 
to order was. I was gong to ſay | adanre the ſpirit and the 
wiſdom of the people, in determining to wear only their own 
manufactures. - Let them perſiſt in that reſolution, it will be 
ſufficient to remove all their grievances. | 

Mr. Griffith ſaid, he did not riſe to oppoſe the addreſs; it 
was a matter of form, and a cuſtomary compliment to all Chief 
Governors at the cloſe of the ſeſſions. He could not, however, 
think it was decent or proper to addteſs the Lord Lieutenant, 
in tae preſent di ſtracted ſtate of affairs, without reminding him 
of the unhappy condition of our manufactures, and entreating him 
to take ſome eſſectual ſteps, in order to remuve the cauſes which 
obſtructed the welfare and proſperity of this kingdom, It was 
always a matter of uneaſineſs to him, whenever he found him- 
elt under the neceſſity of ceaturing the conduct of adminiſtra- 
tion; he did not with to do it on the preſent occaſion, He 
ſbould make only one remark, and leave the Houſe to draw an 
inference from it. The beſt criterion of the wiſdom of govern- 
ment is the condition of the people; if they are indu{trious, 
if they are in poſſeſſion of competence, and are obedient to the 
laws, we may pronounce that their rulers are wiſe and prudent. 
Our manufacturers are idle, and wherefore ? Becauſe they are 
deprived of the means of exerting their induſtry, Inſtead of 
polſelſing competence, miſery and diſtreſs are printed in the 
countenances uf every man we meet in the ſtreets. Are the 
people obedient to the laws? No; and wheretore ? Becauſe the 
tave loft all reſpect for their rulers. He then read the amend- 
ment, which was as follows, And to entreat his Excellency to 
take into his conſideration, the diſtreſſed ſtate of the manut.c- 
tarers of this country, and to aſſure him cf the confidence we 
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place in his wiſdom, to lay the ſame fully before his Majeſty's 
miniſters in England, and to co-operate with them in forming a 
more liberal arrangement of commercial intercourſe between 
Great Britain and Ireland, on the broad baſis of reciprocal ad- 
vantage; a meaſure which would doubtleſs tend towards the 
mutual proſperity of both kingdoms, by more cloſely uniting 
them in intereſt and affection.“ He ſaid, that fo little was he 
inclined to obtrude himſelf upon the. Houſe, that immediately 
after the loſs of proteQting duties, he had requeſted his Right 
Hon. Friend on the floor, Me. Gardiner) and alſo another Right 
Hon. Gentleman, (Mr. Grattan) for whoſe abilities and charac- 
ter he had a high reſpect, to come forward with ſome meaſure 
that might oblige adminiſtration to pledge themſelves that ſome- 
thing ſhould be done for the manufacturers of this country; that 
they had not — roper to take any part in the buſineſs; 
that he had therefore = time ſince, drawn up an addreſs to 
his Majeſty, which he communicated to the Right Hon. Secre- 
tary, (Mr. Orde) and that he had been induced to drop the idea 
of bringing it forward, upon the ſolemn aſſurance of the Secre- 
tary, 2 adminiſtration were determined to take the ſtate of 
our manufactures into their ſerious conſideration, as ſoon as the 
affairs of England were a little more ſettled; but as we were 
now going to addreſs the Lord Lieutenant, he thought it was pro- 
per a:.d decent for us to repreſent our wiſhes to him on that 
lubjeQ, | 

Mr. Brown/:w approved of the purport of Mr. Griffith's amend- 
ment, but not the time in which he had introduced it; and re- 
commended to him rather to propoſe it in the committee, where 
the addreſs was to be formed, and, if they failed there, he would. 
ſtill be in time to pretent it to the Houſe on the report. As 
to the addreſs, he was reaily embarraſſed how to act; he wiſhed 
to pay a perſonal compliment to a Lord Lieutenant, whoſe in- 
tentions, he believed, had been good; but if any thing was in 
the addreſs, implying an approbatiun of the meaſures of his ad- 
miniſtration, he muſt object to it, —But theſe fort of compli- 
ments were now become as common, and had as little meaning 
as going to make a bow at the Cattle. That even Lords Lown- 
ſhend, Buckingham, Carliſle and Northington, whoſe conduct he 
keartily dilapproved, and who were reprobated by the nation, 
had received that tribute from a majority of this Houſe. He 
was at a loſs, indeed, to find ſome feature in the Duke of Rut- 
land's adminiſtration that deſerved applauſe; that, as he had yet 
only. carried into execution what had been concerted by his pre- 
deceſſors, poſſibly, when he had more time to know the country, 
and what might be neceflary for its proſperity, he would give 


us cauſe to praiſe him ſubſtantially, but, as yet, the meaſures cf 


his governaient had not been praile-worthy, 
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Mr. Czno/ly requeſted Mr. Gnff ch to withdraw the amend- 
ment, though he approved of ſtating the ſituation of the peo- 


le, 
Mr. Griffith ſaid, that the truth of the propoſition contained 
in his amendment, was allowed on all fides. It had been ob- 
jected, indeed, that truth ſhould not be ſpoken at all times. He 
ſhould however perſiſt, if it was only for the novelty of the 
thing, that truth ſhould for once appear in an addreſs. * 

The queſtion being put, 


There appeared againſt the amendment, 94 
For it, — —. — 32 
Majority, — 62 


Sir Henry Cavendiſh moved, that the proper officer do, at the 
; opening of the next ſeſſion of parliament, lay before this Houſe 
an account for one year, ending the 25th of March, 1784, of the 
- quantity and value of all goods and commodities imported into, 
n and exported. out of Ireland, diſtinguiſhing the countries from 
- which they are imported and to which they are exported, and 
ff ſo the ſeveral ports in Ireland from and to which ſuch goods are 


e imported and ex ported. Ordered accordingly. 

e Mr. Mzlyueux moved, that the appointment of a prefident of 
)- the council, with a ſalary, was derogatory to the Houſe, and 
at uleleſs to the kingdom. 

1 The Hon, Mr. Bour4e moved the queſtion of adjournment, 


which was Carricd without a diviſion. 


— — 


Werks Dp AY, May 12, 1784. 


Lord Kilwarlis reported from the committee appointed to 
draw up an adreſs of thanks to his Grace the Lord Lieutenant, 
for his wiſe and juſt adminiſtration, that they had drawn up 
a addreſs accordingly, which he read ia his place, and after 


delivered in at the table, where the ſame was read, and is as 
tolloweth : 


To his Grace CHarLEs, Duke of Rutand, Lord Lieutenant 
General, and General Governor of Ireland. 
The humble Appress of the Knicuts, Citizens, and 
Bux GESS ES, in Parliament afſembled : 
* May it pleaſe your Grace, 
*WE, his Majeſty's moſt dutiful and loyal ſubjeQs, the 


Commons of Ireland, in parliament aſſembled, ſee with parti- 
ular ſatisfaction the arrival of that period which calls upon us 
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to review the various meaſures of our ſeſſion, and to teſtify to 
_ Grace thereupon the warm ſenſe of our obligation and 

uty. g 

| « We have at once to congratulate ourſelyes, and to acknow. 
ledge the goodneſs of our Sovereign, in the appointment of a 
Chief Governor, who by attention to regulate his conduct by our 
wiſhes, hath fully confirmed the juſtice of that early confidence 
which we zealouſly profeſſed in the liberality of his diſpoſi- 
tion, and the ſpirit of his hereditary virtues a juſt eſtimation 
of ſuch qualities muſt ever render him the favourite of a ſpirited 
and generous nation. 

We are perſuaded that his Majeſty has obſerved with pleaſure 
our attention to thoſe objects which were recommended to our 
deliberation at the opening of the ſeſſion, and has graciouſly 
accepted the aſſurance of ſatisfaction which we have repeatedly 
expreſſed in the bleſſings of our happy conſtitution. 

«© And when we reflect upon the meaſures we have taken to en- 
ſure a conſtant ſupply of corn under every potlible circumſtance; 
upon the proſpect of benefit in the management of the revenue; 
upon our attention to make the additional ſecurity of private pro- 
perty a cauſe of increaſe to the national credit; upon our 
proviſion for the improvement of the metropolis, and our en- 
couragement of uſeful eſtabliſhments, and of various branches 
of trade and manufacture, we doubt not of receiving the true 
reward of our ſervices, in the approbation of our ſovereign, 
and in the gratitude of our fellow ſubjects. 

«© We refleR with true pride and ſatisfaction upon the ſolid 
advantages which have been obtained for this country within 
a very ſhort period, We are aware of the fituation of the 
empire, and Pome circumſtances which have prevented 
the adjuſtment of ſome points which concern our trade and 
manufactures, and we rely upon the readineſs of your Grace's 
liberal and benevolent aſſiſtance for the furtherance of ſuch prac- 
ticable meaſures as deliberate wiſdom and generous policy may 
adapt to our real neceſſities and general intereſts. | 

* As guardians of the rights and ſafety of our fellow ſubjects, 
as well as aſſertors of the natural honour, we have felt our- 
ſelves called upon to expreſs our abhorrence of tumult and of 
ſeditious publications ; zealous to uphold the true ſpirit of the 
conſtitution, we have made it the object of our unanimous te- 
ſolution to defend its genuine liberty againſt the attacks ct 
licentiouſneſs. 

We have not ſuffered to eſcape our grateful obſervation the 
early anxiety which your Grace maniteſted to remove every 
apprehenſion of party prejudices or partial changes in the coun- 
cils- or meaſures of government. We feel and acknowledge the 
benefits atiſing from tuch a principle; we have ſtudied to ſhew 


— 


0 
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a ſincere diſpoſition to confirm them, by a liberal imitation ; 
and we ſhall be zealous to concur in diffuſing throughout every 
part of the kingdom the ſucceſsful influence of ſo happy an 
example. Convinced as we are of the importance to this king- 
dom of a ſteady and permanent adminiſtration, it is our ardent 


with that his Majeſty may long continue your Grace in the 
vernment of Ireland.” 


Mr. Malyneux ſaid, he wiſhed the firſt paragraph of the addreſs 
had been ſo worded as that he might have given his aſſent 
thereto z but there never was an addreſs in his opinion, ſo diſ- 
graceful as the preſent—they had only recapitulated their own 
good actions, which were indeed but very few. He begged 
permiſſion to ſay, that gentlemen who voted for the reform, 
and protecting duties, could not vote for the addreſs; and 
though he was willing to pay the Lord Lieutenant every per- 
ſonal compliment, he could not pay him any for his political 
conduct, which had been every way diſadvantageous and ruinous 
to this country. He then took a retroſpeQive view of the 
buſineſs of the Eſlion, and the conduct of adminiſtration in the 
rejection of ſeveral bills that were ſalutary for this country; 


and he alſo reprobated the preſs bill in the moſt convincing and 


forcible terms. 


Mr. Griffith, — Though not at all diſpoſed to approve of ſe- 
veral acts which have paſſed this ſeſſion, I think 1 may very 
lafely give my aſſent to this paragraph; it is merely prepara- 
tory, and ſerves only to introduce the buſineſs of the addreſy— 
the cuſtomary compliment to the Lord Lieutenant—The words 
ate, (We ſee, with latisfaction, the arrival of that period which 
calls upon us to review the various acts of this ſellion.” That 
is to ſay, we are very glad the ſeſſion is at an end, and that 
we may retire to our homes. 

Mr. Corry faid he came to attend his duty in parliament, fully 
diſpoſed to purſue every conciliatory and lenient meaſure that 
could tend to heal the diſquiet of the public mind—he thought 
ihe preſent times demanded the moſt gentle methods to be uſed 
to reſtore harmeny and contentment to the people, and therefore, 
an addreſs which he would now oppoſe, muſt be exceptiona- 
ble indeed, particularly as he wiſbed to bear that teſlimony of 
his Grace of Ruland, to which his public and private virtues ſo 
well entitled him but to the addreſs now before the Houle, it 
was impoſſible for him to aſſent, as it ſeemed rather calculated 
to beſtow a fulſome panegyric on the Houſe itſelf, than to pay 
a compliment to the Lord Lieutenant. The very firſt - 
graph — to give a general approbation on all the ahs of 
the ſeſſion; many of them he had oppoſed, and therefore, with- 
out forfeiting all claim to conſiſtency he could not now approve 
them ; but he was ready to declare his high reſpect for the Duke 
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of Rutland, and wiſhed to have an opportunity of doing ſo, 
without at the ſame time being obliged to approve in the grofs 
all the acts of the ſeſſion. 

Mr. Forbes oppoſed the clauſe upon the ſame principles that 
Mr. Corry had ſtated. He could not, he faid, give a gene- 
ral vote of approbation to all the acts of the ſeſſion; the hill 
which pretended to ſecure the liberty of the preſs he thought a 
violent attack upon that very liberty, and if it had paſſed az 
introduced at firſt into the Houſe, would have been much worſe 
than that which was paſſed by the long parliament, continued 
by Charles II. renewed by James, which expired under 
King William. The bill in that ſtate would have left the ub- 
ject without a hope of redreſs, as it would have taken away 
the power of juries. I know, faid he, I ſhall be told that there 
would be an appeal to this court and to that court, but many 
a poor man might be opprefſed, who would not be able to find 
money ſufficient for an 9 

Among the exploits of the preſent adminiſtration, there is 
one which deſerves to be recorded. I mean that of iſſuing a 

oclamation for apprehending Carey, the ſuppoſed printer of 
the Volunteers Journal. The proclamation recites, that whereas 
Matthew Carey did, on Monday April 5th, 1784, print and 
publiſh a news- paper, entitled, The Iriſh Herald, or Volunteers 
Journal. Now we the Lord Lieutenant, &c. in order to deter 
others from the like —.— that is, from printing on the 5th 
of April 1784, a Volunteers Journal, a thing which could never 
happen. | 
ue Attorney General. — The Hon. Gentleman reſerves all his 
objections to the buſineſs of the ſeſſion till the laſt day, and 
then comes and offers them in oppoſition to the cuſtomaty 
addreſs. 

Mr. Forbes. — ] was abſent in the country. 

Attorney General. —I am ſorry for it; but it accounts for his 
knowing ſo little of the ſubject ; for though he ſeems to blame 
the Houſe for a clauſe which did not paſs, had he been here he 
would have known that that clauſe was given up becauſe it was 
deemed” inopperative;z and if the Hon. Gentleman does not un- 
derſtand the principle of recognizance, I muſt tell him, that it 
can only affect freeholders, and even that in a manner very 
eaſily evaded; but as the bill at preſent ſtands, a judge will 
have it in his power to hold offenders to ſpecial bail, and that 
in any ſum be may think proper. This is a much greater power 
than the recognizance clauſe would have given, and though that 
clauſe might have been a bugbear to the ignorant, a lawyer 
ought to'be better informed. "The Hon. Gentleman ſeems greatly 
dittrefſed at the difficulty that people will meet with in appeal- 
ing to the King's Bench. I ſhould be very much aſhamed of a 
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boy of one term's ſtanding ia the Temple, that could not point 


4 out an eaſy way by which an appeal may be brought. 
Another grievance complained of by the Hon. Gentleman is, 
1 that government iſſued a proclamation for apprehending Carey 
6 without reciting his crimes z but if the gentleman had teen that 
1 proclamation, he would have ſeen that it recited an addrefs from 
$1 this Houſe to his Grace the Lord Lieutenant, requeſting that 
* he would iſſue his proclamation, offering a reward for appre- 


ſe hending Carey; and had he attended his duty in parliament, 
* he would have known that the paper of the 5th of April had 
* been voted a falſe, ſcandalous and ſeditious libel, the printing 
4 of which, I truſt even the Hon. Gentleman will deem a crime, 
y for which a man ought to be apprehended and brought to trial; 
Td for my part, I cannot ſee the folly of the proclamation; perhaps 
ny when the Hon. Gentleman is made Solicitor General, he will 


nd write proclamations in a diferent ſtile. 

As to the bill which the Hon. Gentleman ſeems to diſlike the 
A more becauſe it is amended, it is this, and this only; a bill to 
> oblige printers to anſwer to the laws of their country for what 
1 they ſhall print; they are not reſtrained from printing whatever 
I, they think proper; they may print ſcandal, ſedition, or high 
* treaſon, but they mult anſwer for it as all other men are bound 
Tl to anſwer for their actions. In England ſuch a law as this 
* would be unneceſſary, as every printer is there known; and it 
5th can be deemed no very great reſtraint on liberty, to compel 
Ter them to make themſelves known here. Had the preſs gone on 


3 it was going of late, it would have annihilated its own liberty; 
his but this law will preſerve it. God forbid 1 ſhould ever ſee a 
b bill to injure its liberty introduced in this country; I would 
ary oppoſe ſuch a bill as much as any man; I would ſupport the 
liberty of the preſs with as much zeal as the Hon. Gentleman 
nor would I ever have conſented to the bill in queſtion, if I 
was not convinced that it was the moſt effeQtual means to pre- 
ſerve that liberty. a | 
Mr. Forbes, in reply to the Attorney General, ſaid, that his aſ- 
ſertion, that the A reſpecting bawkers, who ſold unſtamped 
papers, was copied exactly from the Engliſh act, was not found- 
ed; that the clauſe in the Engliſh act was totally different and leſs 
penal. Though the Right Honourable Gentleman had reflected 
on his learning of the confticution, he ſbould not retort, though 
he was well warranted, as the moſt learned body in this coun- 
try had diſmi ſſed him from their ſervice in maintenance of the con- 
ſitution, and he would not do ſo much injuſtice to the Right Ho- 
nourable Gentleman, to think that learned body could have im- 
gined that he knew the principles of the conſtitution, and yet did 
not reduce them to practice in his parliamentary conduct, it could 
ind it muſt only have been ignorance. As to the clauſe of the 
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recognizance, and the juſtice of peace T. judge and jury, 


and determining whether a newſpaper was a libel or not, the Rigi 
Honourable Gentleman's defence has been, that thoſe clauſes were 
given up by the miniſtry, therefore thoſe clauſes were either ſu- 
tile or prejudicial, bad or ignorant; in either caſe the law officer 
was culpable, either for ignorance of, or malice againſt the con- 
ſtitution. As to the proclamation publiſbed for apprehendiag the 
inters and publiſhers of the Volunteers Journal, Mr. Forbes ill 
inſiſled, that it, was framed in an illegal and unconſtitutional man- 
ner ʒ that there was no offence ſtated ; that the offence ſhould be 
ſtated with convenient certainty, as it was intended as a warrant 
to apprehend and deprive certain perſons of their liberty; but, on 
the contrary, the only, offence ſet forth and ſpecified, was the 
pablication of the Volunteers, Journal, or Iriſh Herald, of the 5th 
of April, 1784, and the great object of the proclamation was to 
prevent and deter all 2 in future from the repetition of ſuch 

Qices, namely, the publication of the Volunteers Journal, or 
12 Herald, of che 5th of April, 1784, which was in icſelf an 
abſurdity, as it required the 2 of all the law · officets of 
the crown to repeat the offence of publiſhing a Volunteers Journal 
on the 5th of April, 1784, unleſs there was to be àa new creation 
of the world. 

Sir Hercules Langri/be—lIt ſeems to me ſomewhat ſingular, th 
gentlemen ſhould found their oppoſition to the firſt paragraph of 
the addreſs, which refers to the conſideration of our paſt condud 
this ſeſſion, in objections to a bill which did not paſs, and ap- 
prehenſions of evils which exit but in common rumour. The 
Honourable Member ſays, If the preſs bill was pailed, as it wa 
originally introduced, it would have been injurious to liberty,” 
J anſwer the preſs bill did not pats as it was originally introduced; 
and, therefore, there is no force in the argument; on the conitz- 
ry, if the wiſdom and temper of this Houſe reformed and improv- 
ed this bill, ſo as to render it unexceptionable, ſo as to pats the 
Houſe unanimouſly ; ſuch reformation, and ſuch improvement: 
are amongſt the meaſures of this ſeſſion, which we can look back 
to with fatisfaRtion z ſo that in order to object to this bill, gen- 
tlemen are obliged to repreſent it not as it is, but as it was, ot i 
they fancy it was; and they object to parliament, becauſe wie! 
2. bill was preſented, which they ſay was exceptionable, the 

* Houſe of C:mmons changed it into a bill which every body al 
lows to be unexceptionable. | 

The next objection to this paragraph is, A rumour of nev 
offices to be created.” Whether there be any foundation for ſuck 
rumour, I know not; but I know very well that rumour is 10 

foundation for the proceedings of parliament ; and this particulu 
rumour, has no relation to the preſent queſtion. 
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The next objection to the addreſs is indeed a ſerious one 
* 'That we had been this ſeſſion inattentive to the diſtreſſes, the 
commerce, and the manufactures of this country.” God forbid 
that ſuch a charge were well founded! God forbid that we ſhould 
carry with us to our ſeveral counties the dark reflection, that at 
this critical time we had neglected theſe great duties! If that were 
the caſe, we then indeed could not look back to our paſt conduct 
with ſatisfaction. But the caſe is not ſo, and I am happy that 
the ſubje ct has been brought into diſcuſſion, as it gives me an op- 
portunity of ſtating to the Houſe, who may have forgotten them, 
and to the people who have been deceived, and from whoſe know- 
ledge they have been induſtriouſly ſuppreſſed, ſome of the pub- 
lic benefits which this one ſeſſion has conferred on the trade and 
manutactures of Ireland. And I am contident, when the public 
mind has time to repoſe, when it ſhall ſhake off the cloud of miſ- 
repreſentation with which it is involved, when the people ſhall 
have leiſure to read the ſtatute books inſtead of the newſpapers 
they will there find teſtimonies of your faithful attention to their 
intereſts, which ignorance cannet miſconceive, nor maliee miſ- 
repreſent. They will then find, that though the parliament could 
not comply with every ſpeculation, or every project of every man 
in the nation, it accompliſhed great objects of public benefit, — 
They will find, that although the Houſe of Commons, from the 
particular fituation of this country, refuſed to adopt a ſyſtem of 
prohibitory laws, yet, fo far ay the principle of protecting duties 
goes to give a preference to our own manufactures, in our own + 
markets, we have adopted it, and extended it more in this one 
ſeſſion than we had in — years before. Not a ſingle branch of 
your arts, your manufactures, or your commerce has been un- 
attended to, or unaided by ſome new protection, this ſeſſion of 
parliament. 0 

In the firſt place you have ſtruck off the antient allowances to 
the importing merchant, whereby you have impoſed a new dut y 
of fix per cent. on the amount of cuſtoms on every article of ma- 
nufacture to be imported, and this is in addition to another new 
tax of the laſt ſeſſion on the ſame articles, which you have coati- 
nued of five per cent. on the joint amount of cuſtom and exciſc. 
By a diſtinction in your revenue bill between new and old dra- 
pery, you have encreaſed threefold the duties on the import of 
ſeveral ſpecies of woollen goods. You have paſſed a bill alſo for 
appropriating bounties of about eighc per cent. to the manufac- 
ture of woollens, cottons, iron and kentings. You, over and 
above all this, have laid a new additional duty of ſix- pence per 
yard on callicoes imported. You have firuck off all duties on the 
expert of your own manufactures. You amply protected your 
brewery, by laying an additional duty on Englith beer of 25. 104. 


on every thirty-two gallons, which is near 4s. per barrel. You 
Vol. III. P 
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have protected your 'diſlillery by an additional duty of 84d. per 
gallon on brandy and geneva, and 64. per gallon on rum, which 
laſt is the produce of the Britiſh plantations. You have encou- 
raged your iron and ſteel wire manufacture, by laying a new du- 
ty on the foreign imported cf 25. 104. per hundred. You have 
given new encouragement to — 7 works, by exempting from 
duty a principal material employed in them. And tinally, by al- 
lowing the whole duties on tobacco to be bonded, you have evi- 
dently poſtponed revenue to commerce, and in fact augmented the 
trading capital of the whole kiagdom. Theſe are the meaſures 
of this ſeſſion of parliament reſpecting manufaQtures. And let me 
aſk, if theſe are meaſures with which the people can be diſſatis- 
fied ?—Are theſe meaſures with which the Houſe of Commons i; 
to be reproached ?—Are theſe meaſures which ſhould induce you 
to withhold from the Chief Governor the accuſtomed tribute of 
reſpect, which you have always paid to his predeceſſors ? And 
that too in the perſon of the Duke of Rutland, who has been but 
a few months amongſt you; who brought over with him the te- 
commendation of an high character and an illuſtrious name; whoſe 
firſt action was the relief of the poor, whoſe ſubſequent magnih- 
cence has given employment to the induſtrious, and who will 
come to your parliament to-morrow or next day, to complete and 
finiſh the public benefits that I have recited. 

I am forry that any thing like oppoſition to this addreſs ſhould 
have made it neceſſary to remind the Houſe and the public of thoſe 
matters of fact, of which they may not perhaps have been tho- 
ary a ſenſible; however, I am confident that when the peo- 
ple have time to reflect, they will feel their importance, acknow- 
ledge their force, and reverence thoſe by whoſe exertions they 
were obtained. 

The Recorder ſaid, if the addreſs was only a perſonal one, he 

would not oppoſe it, but as it contained matter relative to acts 
both illegal and unconſtitutional, he could not, conſiſtent with 
his former conduct, give his aſſent to the addreſs. He reprobat- 
ed in the ſtrongeſt terms the bill againſt the liberty of the preſs, 
and in icular where the liberty of the ſubject was as much re- 
Cd ads the eye of his Excellency, as in the meridian of 
France—a glaring initance of which came before him laſt quarter 
ſeſſion, in the court where he has the honour of preſiding :—On 
the return of the calendar by the keeper of Newgate, one John 
Andrews was returned in his cuſtody, as committed on à warrant 
by judge Robinſon, for a charge for leaguing with others to 
ſhoot a Right Honourable Member, and ſome others of the Houſe. 
On enquiry, he was informed the priſoner was denied the admiſ- 
nion of his wife, relations, and friends, or the uſe of pen, ink, 
and paper, or the receipt of any letter or intercourſe whatſoever ; 
and that theſe orders to the goaler, were from the Solicitor for the 
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Crown. He then read the letters from the Crown-ſolicitor to the 
oler, in corroboration of what he had aſſerted. 

The Selicitar General ſaid, he was ſurprized the Honourable 
Gentleman would bring that matter before the Houſe where it was 
not cognizable, and not bring it before the King's Bench, where 
it was z or why did he not bail him at the court where he preſid- 
ed, if he would venture to do it? 

The Recorder replied, he only mentioned the matter to the 
Houſe, to ſhew them the illegality of the proceedings; that the 
gaoler returns every perſon in cuſtod „but ſuch as are returned 
to the commiſſion, he, in his judicial capacity, had no power 
over: but if it was in his juriſdiction, the man ſhould not remain 
a moment unbailed. 

Mr. Toler ſaid, that he lamented the ferment that ſeemed to a- 
gitate the minds of the people. There were ſome gentlemen he 
was ſure meant well, yet he was apprehenſive they often miſtook 
the matters in queſtion, an that their zeal often miſled them.— 
He partigularly recommended it to an Honourable Member who 
repreſents a county wherein the metropolis of the kingdom is fi- 
tuated, to be careful, and to hand down his property to his poſ- 
terity z he hoped for his concurrence on the preſent occaſion, as 
his influence in the county was great, which might have a ten- 
dency to ſtop public clamour, as his conduct was watched on 
both ſides; he knew the Honourable Gentleman had the firſt fo- 
reign intelligence, and hoped he would always give the firlt to 
the Houſe, which would tend to the quiet of the kingdom, which 
if diſturbed, he feared we might be put under martial law, which 
_ be the moſt diſagreeable ſituation the country could be 
under, | 

dir Edward Newenham—The laſt Speaker called upon me to 
vote on his ſide z I never have done ſo, nor probably, ever will. I 
ſhould ill deſerve the confidence of the county of Dublin, if i thank- 
ed a Viceroy, under whoſe adminittration a reform of repreſenta- 
tion and protecting duties were denied in the moſt ungracious 
and inſulting manner: By denying protecting duties, you are fa- 
miſhing or forcing thouſands to emigrate z by refuſing the plan of 
reform, you will render this country a nation of ilaves, impo- 
veriſhed by the taxes that will be raiſed to ſupport corruption,— 
I am further vindicated in oppoſing any compliment to the Duke 
of Rutland, as the cities of Dublin and Cork have refuſed the 
uſual tributary compliments; and the citizens of Dublin have ever 
been remarkable for cheir loyalty and their virtue. 

Mr. Gerry propoſed an amendment to the tirit paragraph, viz. 
after the words arrival of that period,” to inſert theſe words, 
** when we are to expreſs the high reſpect this Houſe entertains 
for the illuſtrious and hereditary virtues of your Grace” and ta 
leave out all the ſubſequent words of that paragraph. . 
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Right Hon. Mr. Gardizer,—As the addreſs muſt embrace every 
meaſure of the ſeſſion, I ſhall vote for the paragraph in its firſt 
form, becauſe I approve of every meaſure of the ſeſſion. | 

This may be thought an odd declaration, as government dif- 
fered from me upon the queſtion of protecting duties; but I be- 
lieve the principles of government were with me upon that queſ- 
tion, and very great excuſes are to be made for their not com- 
plying with my wiſhes, if we for a moment conſider the diſ- 
turbed ſtate of England, which rendered it almoſt impoſſible ; for 
had any thing effectual been done for this country, the enemies 
of the miniſter in England would have made it a. theme to cr 
him down—they would have ſaid he had ſacrificed the intereſt 
of England. I therefore fear that I have brought on that queſ- 
tion ſomewhat too ſoon, but I was pledged to it, the people, 
preſſed by want of employment, looked anxiouſly to the event, 
and they would have thought themſelves deſerted, if it had been 
deferred. But notwithſtanding the fate of that queſtion, I hope 
and believe that ſomething effectual will be done. The only 
objection to the addreſs is, that it does not ſpeak to this point. 
Indeed I think it ſhould, and therefore I yeſterday voted for an 
amendment to that purpoſe; that amendment would have called 
attention to the muſeries of the people; yet I cannot blame 
gentlemen who oppoſed it, for it is better to act for the relief 
and advantage of the people, than to diſquiet their minds by 
making their ſufferings 2 common topic. 

I do now moſt earneſtly requeſt gentlemen who have the ad- 
miniſtration of affairs, that they will conſider the ſtate of this 
country; our connection with Portugal, and indeed our whole 
ſyſtem of commerce is at ſea. It mu: be put on a folid foun- 
dation, and the eſſecting cf this will involve the conſideration 
and conſtruction of every treaty which England has entered 
into, and Whether we ate to be entitled to all the advantages 
which England has ſtipulated for herſelf. | 

I] do not think that this is a buſineſs of negociation, but of 
explanation, and I think that in all new treaties miniſters muſt 
take care that we ſhall enjoy every benefit in the ſame extent 
as England. 18 

Mr. Grattan ſupported the addreſs, and pointed out many 
beneficial acts by which this ſeſſion had been diſtinguiſhed. * 
Sir Jobn Blaquiere ſaid he felt great reluctance in oppoſing any 
thing which had the appearance of doing juſtice to the charac- 
ter and blood of the preſent chief governor, but 22 no uſe 
in the amendment; he did not think it would make the addrefs 
more agreeable to his Grace, and he ſhould, therefore, vote 


inſt it. | | 
Thong ſeveral grounds of objection had been made by thoſe 
who oppoſed the addreſs, (and no others that he could recollect) 
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becauſe the preſent adminiſtration had refuſed the bill of reform, 
had oppoſed the protecting duties, and had paſſed the preſs bill; 
ſurely every gentleman | Krug that the two firſt meaſures had 
been abſolutely decided upon and diſpoſed of before the Duke 
of Rutland landed in Ireland, although they had ſince been 
brought forward in other ſhapes; and as for the preſs bill, it 
had the unanimous approbation of the Houſe, and gentlemen, 
theref re, who were ſome of them ſo warm againſt it, ought to 
recollect that it paſſed the Houſe with their concurrence. Theſe 
were facts, and he hoped they would be taken into conſideration 
by every man who means to vote upon the queſtion. 

Mr. Mic hae! Smith, It is ſaid the addreſs is only complimen- 
tary z if fo, the amendment not only conveys that in the moſt 
forcible language, but, by the ingenuity of gentlemen in admi- 
niſtration, goes to a miſrepreſentation of the meaſures, (gar- 
bled meaſures.) Some gentlemen think fome of them were in- 


jurious to the country; and they are as good judges as thoſe 


who fay they are not. If we are to compliment the Viceroy 
thereon, we are only pronouncing a panegyric on ourſelves. 1 


will agree to compliment him as Duke of Rutland, but not 
otherwite. 


The addreſs was agreed to. 


TunvasDar, May 13, 1784, 


The Speaker having taken the chair, 

The Right. Honourable Mr. Orde informed the Houſe, that 
ſuch members as were of his Majeſty's moſt honourable privy 
council, having waited on his Grace the Lord Lieutenant, to 
know when his Grace would pleaſe to receive the addreſs of the 
Houſe, his Grace had appointed this day at four o'clock, 


Mr. Griffith deſired to know what time the Houſe would 
adjourn itſelf to, as he intended moving an addreſs to his Ma- 
jeſty, on a ſubje& of the higheſt importance. 

The Hon. 7%. Bourke ſaid, he believed the Houſe would not 
ht this evening after going up with the addreſs to the Lord 
Lieutenant; and adyiſed the Hon. Member to 2 his 
addreſs till to-morrow, when it might be inveſtigated with 
that attention and reſpect, of which he doubted not it was 


; worthy, ? 


The Attorney General propoſed to have it immediately diſcuſ- 


bed; be Wought, poſſibly, there might be time to go through 


it this day. He ſaid, he entertained the higheſt reſpeR for the 
Hon. Gentleman who had mentioned his intention of bringing 
in the addreſs, and doubted not the addreſs itſelf would de- 
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ſerve equal reſpect. He deſired the Hon. Gentleman would 
ſtate the ſubſtance of it. 

Mr. Griffith. I did not expect to have heard a dutiful and 
loyal addreſs to the King treated in ſuch a light, and trifling 
manner, by any gentleman who fits on that fide of the Houſe, 
eſpecially by the Right Hon. Gentleman who fills ſuch an high 
office under the crown; the addreſs, Sir, does not deſerve to 
ſo treated; it is on a ſubject too important; and every man who 
wiſhes to promote the peace and proſperity of this country, 
and to continue the harmony and connexion between it and 
England, will treat this ſubject with attention. But the Right 
Hon. Gentleman ſeems to diſregard any thing that relates to 
the good of this country—he ſeems to treat every thing pro- 
poſed in ſuch a flimſy and flippant manner, as if the good of 
the country was no Concern of bis; but I will not be treated 
by that gentleman or any other man with diſreſpet. I call 
upon the Right Hon. Secretary, for whoſe character I entertain 
the higheſt regard, to anſwer me, whether, if I put this motion 
off till to-morrow, I ſhall then have an opportunity of mak- 


It. 
Arbe Attorney General, As I ſuppoſe the fumes of the gentle- 
man's anger are now pretty well evaporated, I ſhall venture to 
ſpeak a word. FEI 

The Houſe muſt perceive how little cauſe the gentleman has 
had for his very extraordinary warmth : I did declare that I en- 
tertained the higheft reſpect for the Hon. Gentleman, and as I 
did not doubt but the addreſs itſelf would deſerve equal reſpect, 
I defired he might ſtate it, and to ſhew my attention to it, 
propoſed to diſcuſs it immediately; whereupon the Hon. Gen- 
__ breaks forth into a ſtrain of very coarſe invective in- 

eed. 

The Hen. Gentleman accuſes me of doing my buſineſs in a 
flimſy manner; it may be that I do, but 1 have not heard fo 
from wx! - other quarter. 

The Hon. Gentleman ſays, I do it flippantly. I confeſs that 
& do not like to accelerate buſineſs, and that I hate all long 
peeches. | 

The Hon. Gentleman ſays, I treat every thing propoſed for 
the good of the country as if it was no concern of mine: That 
I deny. Lam conſcious that the good of the country concerns 
me as nearly as it does that Hon. Gentleman; and I am as 
deſirous to promote it. as that Hon. Gentleman, or any other 
Hon. Gentleman, be he ever ſo angry. But if the Hon. Gentle» 
man imagines I will anſwer him in that ſtrain that he#has ſpo- 
ken, he is very much miſtaken; or if he is angry, that he does 
not put me out of temper, I am ſorry I cannot indulge him 
— — Nothing that the Hon. Gentleman 
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can ſay ſhall ever put the out of temper. But I ſhall continue 
to act without anger or violence; though determined in all 
other points to gratify every reaſonable with of the Hon. Gen- 
tleman's. 

It being four o' clock the Houſe adjourned for an hour, in 
order to go up with the addreſs to his Grace the Lord Lieu- 
tenant. When the members had returned from the Caſtle, and 
tle Speaker ha reſumed the chair, 

Mr. Griffith, after apologizing for having taken upon himſelf 
ſo arduous a taſk, as an addreſs to his Majeſty, upon the pre- 
ſent ſtate of affairs; and having reminded the Houſe that he 
had entreated two Right Hon. Gentlemen, whoſe abilities enti- 
tled them to come forward with contidence on ſuch an occa- 
ſion, ſaid I feel myſelf an unconnected and inſignificant indivi- 
dual, and have nothing to compenſate for theſe ditadvantages 
but the honeſt zeal I feel for the welfare of my native country. 
When the meaſure of protecting duties was brought forward, 
2 wiſh was expreſſed from every quarter of the Houſe that 
ſomething ſhould be done for the diſtreſſed and induſtrious ma- 
nufacturets of this kingdom, but no one thought proper to come 
forward with a temporary relief, much leſs an adequate remedy ; 
for I will not grace the flimſy ſcheme of the Right Honourable 
Gentleman (Mr. Foſter) for granting 15,0c0/. in bounties to 
our manufacturers, with any other title than an incompetent ex- 
pedient. Good God! what a miſerable idea muſt we form of 
the manufacturers of this great kingdom, if we imagine that 
15,000/, per annum is ſufficient to raiſe them from the deep dit- 
treſs and depreſſion under which they now labour! One circum- 
ſtance alone is ſufficient to prove the dejected and hopeleſs ſtate 
into which we are fallen : While all Europe 1s rejoicing in the 
bleſſings of peace, and turning its thoughts towards manufactures 
and commerce, Ireland is plunged in the depth of deſpair and 
miſery, at finding herſelf incapable of deriving any benetit from 
the univerſal tranquility, except by affording to her ſtarving and 
induſtrious manufacturers more eaſy and frequent opportunities 
of flying into foreign countries! The only ſerious objection that 
has hitherto been urged againſt the meaſure of protecting duties, 
was founded on an apprehenſion that it would probably be a 
means of creating a dangerous contention between Great Britain 
and Ireland. This objection is effectually done away by the ad- 
dreſs which I ſhall have the honour to move, the principal objects 
of which are, a commercial arrangement with Great Britain upon 
the baſis of reciprocal advantages, in order thereby more cloſely 
to connect the two kingdoms in one common intereſt and bro- 
therly affection. I love and reſpe&t England; but I am ſtill an 
lriſlhman—1I wiſh to ſee the two countries united in the cloſeſt 
bonds cf friendſhip ;z and therefore it is that I wiſh to ſee them 
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tanding on terms of perfect equalitv. It is with nations, Sir, 
as it is with men. There can be no friendſhip between the ſer- 
vant and the maſter; nor can any other ſentiment ſubſiſt between 
the tvrant and the ſlave, than oppreſſion and diſtruſt on one part, 
and hatred and perhdy on the other. I am not afraid, Sir, to 
declare my horror and deteftation of thoſe infamous incendiaries 

who are daily EY ſedition through the land, and en- 
deavouring by vile, but effectual arts, to alienate the affections 
of his Majeſty's ſubjects from their lawful Sovereign, and from 
a friendly connection with Great Britain: Such men are the 
betrayers and deſtroyers of rheir country, and ought to be treated 
accordingly. 4} 

But, dir, when I ſpeak this language, I ſhall at the ſame time 
accompany it with a true ſtatement of the temper of the people— 
they are not ſatisfied and in my opinion, they have no reaſon 
to Go contented. The Right Hon. Secretary I hope is aſſured, 
that it is not my wiſh or intention to ſav any thing perſonally 
'difa ble to him; I have the higheſt reſpe for his character; 
but 1 ſhall nevertheleſs affirm, that it is not by ſilent contempt, 
it is not by adding inſult to injury, that the affections or the 

good opinion of the people is to be obtained; nor is it by ſuch 
conduct that the feveriſh diſpoſitions which they have ſhewn, 
are to be aſſaged. Let him recolle& that the —— which 
ſo long prevailed in America before the war broke out, were 
for three years conſidered by the treaſury bench in England 
as the factious ebullitions of intereſted and diſappointed per- 
ſons.” God forbid that ever I ſhould live to ſee the day when 
a parallel could be fully drawn between Ireland and America: 
The only remark I ſhall make upon this is, that he is a weak 
man who is not inſtructed by example; but he is a madman that 
vill not profit by experience. 
Hie then moved the addreſs as follows: 
** That his faithful Commons, humbly beg leave to approach 
his Majeſty's throne, with hearts full of gratitude, for the many 
bleſſings they enjoy under his wiſe and benignant government; 
and at the time to expreſs to his Majeſty, the deep con- 
cern they feel at the great and almoſt univerſal diſtreſs which 
pom. the lower tanks of people in this kingdom, particu- 
larly the more induſtrious orders of men, namely, the woollen, 
cotton, and filk manufaQturers.—That his faithful Commons beg 
leave humbly to repreſent to his Majeſty, that his Majeſty's 
ſubjects in Ireland have always been a loyal people, and have 
on every occaſion manifeſted the warmeſt attachment for his 
Majeſty's royal perſon: and family; that as they are deeply im- 
| pow with his Majefty's paternal care and affection, they do 
humbly hope that his Majetty will be graciouſly pleaſed to take 
the diſtreſſed tate of this kingdom into his moit ſerious con- 
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ſideration, and that he* will direct his miniſters in England aud 
in Ireland, to make ſuch enquiries into the relative ſituation of 
both countries, as may enable them to come forward, early in 
the next ſeſſion of parliament, with ſome wiſe and well di- 
geſted plan, for the more liberal arrangement of commercial in- 
tercourſe between Great Britain and Ireland. — That his faithful 
Commons, humbly beg leave to aſſure his Majeſty, that ſuch 
a plan, formed 85 the broad baſis of reciprocal advantage, 
would be the moſt effectual means of ſtrengthening the empire 
at large, by uniting the 27 = of both kingdoms in one com- 
mon intereft and brotherly affection.“ . 

He concluded with ſaying that he believed no man who 
had the ſmalleſt reſpect for his Majeſty, or who had the leaſt 
irtereſt in the welfare of this country, would treat fo loyal and 
affectionate an addreſs with diſregard. —He hoped that no man 
would be bold enough to meve the previous queſtion on it—the 
previous queſtion, that political bow-flring with which the mutes 
of the Caftle flrangle every hin} ſubjet, which they dare not 
zpenly arralon, 

Mr. Hartley, —I riſe to ſecond the motion of my Hon. Friend. 
If government does not thortly deviſe ſome ſcheme to make the 
people happy and contented at home, in a little time it will be 
too late: Every day they are emigrating in hundreds, and fo 
profitable do the merchants of America find the trade of carrying 
them thither, that they encourage it to the utmoſt, and hold out 
every inducement to our people to abandon their native coun- 
try. U think, Sir, it is our duty to ſtop it; and this can only 
be done by giving us the advantage of trade and commerce at 
kome. I hope, therefore, that England will not, while ſhe en- 
joys the full benefit of our country as a market for her manu- 
factures, continue to treat us as a foreign hoſtile nation, which 
ſhe now does by the interpretation ſhe gives to the navigation 
act; by which all the productions of America and the Weft 
Indies are precluded in England if ſhipped from Ireland; while 
Ireland is open to receive the very ſame articles if ſhipped from 
England. This furely can never be deemed equality, and is 
directly repugnant to the liberal conſtruction of the navigation 
act given by the Right Hon. Gentleman (Mr. Foſter) on the trea- 
ſury bench, the beginning of this ſeſſion. I think, therefore, 
that gentleman called upon; and as 1 believe him the ſincere 
friend of this country, and zealous promoter cf its manufac- 
tures, I hope he will concur in the addrefs. 

Mr. Orde,—The Hon. Gentleman had no occaſion to apolo- 
gize for bringing forward this addreſs, or to reſt his claim to 
attention upon the merits of the addreſs itſelf. The open, can- 
did, and honourable conduct of that gentleman renders every 
motion of his an object of attention; and I aſſure him that I 
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will always be ready to pay the utmoſt deference to his opi- 
nions, as I will to thoſe of every gentleman in this Houſe. 
But though I admire the OP warmth of the Hon. Gen- 
tleman, I thought I had ſatisfied him when he did me the honour 
to call upon me, of the difficulties under which miniſtry lay, 
in arranging a commercial fyſtem between the two kingdoms. 
J aſſure him, and I now declare to the Houſe, that his Grace 
the Lord Lieutenant undertook the government of this kingdoin 
with the molt ardent defire to promote its proſperity, and with 
a firm reſolution to eſtabliſh its trade and manufactures upon a 
ſolid foundation; this is ſtill the moſt anxious with of his = 
and will to the utmoſt be forwarded, by thoſe who have the 
honour to act in obedience to his commands. 
ls have often been obliged to preſerve a painful ſilenee, when 
queſtions ſimilar to the preſent have been agitated in this Houle, 
. conſcious of the difficulties under which miniſtry labour, in their 
urpoſe of bringing forward a plan of commercial regulations 
tween the two kingdoms; but though this be a meaſure of 
difficulty, I can aſſure the Houſe that it is moſt ſedulouſly at- 
tended te, by thoſe who have the direction of affairs on both 
fides the water; and that the interval between this and the 
next ſeſſion, will be employed in collecting materials, and ar- 
ranging every matter that can at all conduce to this defirable end, 
I hope the Hon. Gentleman will not now think it nceeſſary to 
vere in his motion, eſpecially after the addreſs that we have 
this day preſented to his Grace the Lord Lieutenant: That 
addreſs implies all that the Hon. Gentleman's motion contains; 
and as his Grace's anſwer fully demonſtrates his good intention 
towards this kingdom, I hope it will not be deemed neceſſary 
to addreſs his Majeſty, to command the Lord Lieutenant to 
do that which it is bis carneſt deſire to perform, 
Sir Eaauard Newenbam.—] totally ditter from the Right Hon. 
Member: He fays that this is not the proper time. Can any 
time be more proper than when the nation is agitated, and the 
manufaQurers = Will adminiſtration cloſe their career 
without given the nation a gleam of hope? Gentlemen ſay, 
that parliament has paiſed many good acts: Perhaps they may, 


in the opinion of ſome few individuals intereſted in the favours. 


of the Crown; but I will aver, that, they have done thoſe 
things which they ought not to have done, and left undone 
thoſe things, which they ought to have done.” Will you 
refuſe to lay the grievances of an impoveriſhed and inſulted na- 
tion before the father of his people? The addreſs -is moderate, 
and unexceptionable, only for its moderation: If you dii; 
to it, you can no longer be deemed the guardians of Iriſh trade 
and manufactures, but the deſpicable tools of Engliſh riders. 
Their patience muſt be great to wait nine months for redreſs. 
Mr. Hewitt—l am ready to believe, Sir, that the motive of the 
Hon. Gentleman for moving this addreſs proceeds from a wiſh 
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to further the intereſts 4nd promote the welfare of the coun- 
try—I am very ready to believe this, as I have been more 
than once a witneſs to the Hon. Gentleman's candour. I was a 
witneſs to his candour when the Hon. Gentleman, though a cham- 
pion of liberty, declared that the preſs bill, in his opinion, 
was ſo free from objection, that it ſhould have his hearty con- 
currence. Having acted fo diſintereſtedly, I think I am bound 
to believe that public juſtice actuates his political motions z that 
he has brought on this motion with a ſole view of promoting 
the commerce of his country on a great and reſpectable footing, 
and that it is not his wiſh to diſtreſs or embarraſs adminiſtra- 
tion. But the gentleman will excuſe me, if I expreſs my ap- 
prehenſion, that the warmth of his ideas, that the warmth of 
his attachments to his country, are nearly betraying him into a 
meaſure, that ſo far from promoting the good of his country, 
will throw it, as this addreſs is drawn up, into that critical 
and embarraſſed ſituation as to produce the moſt unpleaſant, the 
moſt miſchievous conſequences. 

It is admitted by all ſides of the Houſe that it is hardly po- 
litic at this moment to commence a commercial negociation 
with England. | 

As to protecting duties, a Right Hon. Gentleman declared that 
when he brought before the Houle the queſtion reſpecting pro- 
tecting duties, he felt very conſiderably he was bringing it 
on at an improper unſeaſonable time, but that he conſidered 
himſelf ſo far pledged that he could not with honour draw 
back. The ſame reaſons that induced that Right Honourable 
Gentleman to wiſh that he was at liberty to poſtpone the 
conſideration of that queſtion, ſhould operate and induce the 
Honourable Gentleman to withdraw his preſent motion. The 
ſame circumſtances that rendered that an unſeaſonable mo- 
ment, exiſt in a much greater force than they did then.—lt is 
impolſible for any man in this Houſe to be ignorant of the 
ſituation of the miniſter in England.—It is impotlible for any 
man to be ignorant how violently party diſſentions rage there.— 
It is inpodidle for any man of tenſe to be ignorant how dif- 
hicult, nay, how dangerous it would be to try to work upon 
the people when their paſſions are ſo highly inflamed, —Impoſ- 
ſible for any man to be ignorant how difficult it is to realon 
the people out of their prejudices even in the cooleſt moment; 
and conſequently how much more difficult it would be to con- 
vince them when their minds are convulſed and in a fever. 

If the miniſter in England had the ſtrongeſt inclination to adopt 
the wiſhes of Ireland, in their utmoſt laticude, he could hardly 
indulge them at this moment. He would be held out probably 
as ſacrificing the intereſt of England to the intereſt of Ireland; 
inſuperable difficulties would be thrown in his way, the pre- 
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if he was deprived of their good opinion, which he ſo emi- 
nently poſſeſſes now, and which is his ſtrongeſt ſupport, of what 
uſe, of what ſervice, would his good wiſhes to Ireland be ? Ina 
little time, it is to be hoped, the violence of party will ſubſide; 
in a little time it is to be hoped England will enjoy a per- 
manent, a conhdential, and a vigorous adminiſtration; the pre- 
judices of a people will wear away; the great body of mer- 
chants will be convinced that it is the intereſt of both coun- 
tries that the commerce of both thould be regulated on en- 
larged and liberal principles. Then will be the moment for 
Ireland to enter upon a commercial negociation with England. 
But now, graſping at all we get nothing.—It is by moderation, 
by management only that the great object of this country can 
be attained. 

In my opinion this addreſs will effect nothing but what the 
addrets of yeſterday would with more propriety. It may do 
more miſchief. The great and noble character that is ſent to 
govern this country is come over with the ſtrongeſt diſpoſitions 
to further its intereſt and promote its welfare. I am fo tho- 
roughly convinced of the reQtitude of the intentions, and of the 
abilities of the Right Hon. Gentleman who acts in this Houſe as 
miniſter, that I cannot entertain a doubt but when an oppor- 
runity offers to promote the commerce of this country, in every 
particular, he will ſeize the opportunity, and ſeize it with 
eagerneſs. | 

Though born in another country, no one, I truſt, has the in- 
tereſt this more at heart than J have; no one would feel 
more ſenſibly the ſatisfaQtion of ſeeing its trade in as great and 
flouriſhing a way as ever the trade of England was; but as | 
am convinced in my foul that the great objects of this can only 
be obtained by temperance of conduct, by moderation and ma- 
nagement, I ſhall ever ſet my face againſt any thing that looks 
like precipitation and violence, 

1 believe the gentleman's motive a good one, but he will ex- 
cuſe me if I ſay, that in my opinion, ſo far from removing dif- 
ficulties his addreſs may multiply and encreaſe them; he will 
excuſe me if 1 ſay, that in my opinion he will ſerve his coun- 
try better by withdrawing the preſent addreſs than by perſiſting 
In it. 

Mr. Brawnlew ſaid, that he had oppoſed the protecting duties 
as dangerous to the linen manufacture, but at that time hoped 
ſome leſs objectionable plan would have been propoſed : I hat 
he had a good opi nion of the intentions of our preſent Chief 
Governor, but how were we ſure he would remain here until 
the next ſeſſion of parliament! and if he did, the addreſs muſt 
ſtrengthen his hands. | | 
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Vir. Boyd and Mr. Molyneux ſpoke in favour of the addreſs. 
Mr. Czrry ſpoke for the addreſs. 

Mr. Zrozke ſaid, the addreſs by irengthening the hands of go- 
vernment, mult eventually operate fur the good of this country. 
Mr. Grde declared his objection to the addreſs was only as it 
threw an imputation on miniſters on the other ſide of the water; 
and appealed to the Houſe how repugnant it muſt be to the 
Lord Lieutenant's feelings, ta ſhelter his own character by throw- 
ing an imputation on others, when in truth it was impoſlible for 
7 miniſtry on either ſide of the water to have yet ſettled that 

ſv 


vſtem of commercial regulation, which was ſo neceſſary to the 
welfare of both countries. n 


Right Hon. J Feſter.— Though I would not oppoſe the 
Hon. Gentleman's addreſs, if it was confined merely to the ſub- 
jet of commercial regulation between the two kingdoms, yet 
there are ſome parts of the arguments he has uſed to which I 
cannot aſſent, becauſe they are not true. He ſays the people have 
cauſe to be diſcontented I deny it—unleſs he means that cauſe 
which no human power could prevent—the inclemency of the late 
ſeaſon. The utmoſt efforts indeed have been made to alleviate it, 
by the corn bill, and other meaſures. I know the news-papers 
have taken pains to inflame the public mind, and to irritate the 
paſſions of the people, by falſe and ſeditious writings z and thoſe 
who credit the falſhoods of news-papers may be diſcontented, 
but I will not believe that there are many ſuchz the more 
reaſonable and diſcerning perſons cannot be miſled, they muſt 
ſee that their repreſentatives have been watchful of their 
intereſts, and that this ſeiſion of parliament has been diſtin- 
guiſhed by many wiſe and beneficial acts. The gentleman 
lays this has been a diſgraceful ſeilion. I have ſat many ſeſ- 
ſions, and I never knew one wherein ſo many good acts have 
been paſſed, or more public benefits procured. Another gen- 
dleman ſays this Houſe is unpopular—unpopular it may be 
with the promoters of diſcontent and ſedition, but it is popular 
with the wile and diſcerning. It would be a fatal day to 1 
when the people thall quarrel with their parliament. The pri- 
vileges of this Houſe are the privileges of the people, its 
ſrength is theirs, and if they fail to ſupport its ſtrength and 
its privileges they are undone. I will mention ſome inaccu- 
ncies in the addreſs, which cannot be agreed to; the principle 
of it | approve, and wiſh to bring it pointediy and fairly to 
that principle. It ſays, there is a great and univerſal diltreſs 
thou zhout all our manufactures z which is not true; various 
branches feel no diftreis, except from dearneſs of proviſions z the 
great manufacture the linen, is flouriſhing and encreafing. It 


lays farther, that this diſtreſs pervades the moſt induttrious 
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branches of Iriſh manufaQture—the woollen, filk and cotton: Now 
this differs from the fact in two points; firſt, as repreſenting the 
cotton manufacture in a diſtreſſed ſtate, whereas it is thriving, 
and extending itſelf rapidly; and ſecondly, as repreſenting theſe 
three as the moſt induſtrious branches; whereas though theſe 
are very great and valuable manufactures, I ſhall never forget 
that the linen manufaRure is the greateſt and moſt valuable branch, 
and the people who purſue it, at leaſt as induſtrious as any other 
ſet of people in Ireland. | 

The Right Hon. Gentleman near me, (Mr. Orde) has properly 
obſerved, that this addreſs as now framed, throws an unmented 
cenſure on the preſent adminiftration, as ſuppoſing it is neceſſary 
to intreat his Majeſty to direct them to make enquiries, and form 
plans of commerce, which it is their duty, and I know is their 
zealous determination to do, and which his Grace's anſwer, de- 
livered this day, expreſsly declares. The amendment — 
by Mr. Corry, of applying the direction only to the Britiſh 
miniſters, is objected to by him with equal Juſtice, as ſuſpecting 
thoſe miniſters undeſervedly, and with this clauſe in the addreſs, 
he is right in diiſenting.—But let us try whether we cannot unite 
by coming fairly to the point. . 

Let the Hon. Gentleman confine his addreſs to what I am 
convinced we all deſire, to proper and practicable commercial 
regulations, between this country and Great Britain, and that 
the interval between this ſeſſion and the next may be employed 
in preparing them, Let him confine himſelf to this, without 
throwing an imputation on any ſet of miniſters, or without ſeem- 
ing to call upon Majeſty to command what I am well ſatis fed 
his reprefentative here moſt ardently deſires, and will purſue.— 
[Mr. Griffith and others here expreſſed their afſent].—I will 
propoſe words for the purpoſe, and then, though I think the ad. 
dreſs by no means neceſſary, and that every thing will be effected 
without it; and though the addreſs of yeſterday having ſaid the 
ſame thing, makes it ſtill more unneceſſary, yet I will agree 
to it, becauſe it contains no more than what we mean to do, 
what ought to be done, and what the anſwer of his Grace and 
the Secretary's declaration have already faid ; and I do not care 
how often, and in how many hundred ſhapes it is repeated. | 
will ſhew the people too how much they have been impoſed 
upon, and that therr repreſentatives ought, and muſt be regarded 
by them as their trueſt friends. For me, my wiſh is, the proſ- 
perity of our commerce, and the true intereſts of Ireland; and J 
will ſteadily promote them without being deterred from the right 
line, either by the threats of ill-deſigning men, or the foolh 
courtihip of a falſe popularity. 

Mr. Griffith, with great candour, immediately cloſed with Mr. 
Fofter's propoſal, and at the Speaker's defire went over to the 
Treaſury Bench, where, after communicating for ſome time with 


Mr. Orde and Mr. Foſter, the following reſolutions for an addreÞs 
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were produced, which being moved to the Houſe, were aſſented 
to with the utmoſt unanimit v, viz. 

Reſolved, That an humble addreſs be preſented to his Majeſtx, 
that his faithful Commons humbly beg leave to approach his 
Majeſt xai thtone, with hearts of gratitude for the many bleſſings 
they enjoy under his wiſe and beniznant government, and at the 
ſame time to expreſs to his Majeſty the deep concern they feel 
for thoſe diſtreſſes which affect many of the lower ranks of ma- 
nufacturers in this kingdom. That his faithful Commons beg 
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N leave humbly to repreſent to his Majeſty, that his Majeſty's ſub- 
d jets in Ireland have always been a loyal people, and have, on 
y every occaſion, manifeſted the warmeſt attachment to his Ma- 
n jeſty's royal perſon and family. That as they are deeply im- 
ir pteſſed with his Majeſty's paternal care and affection, they en- 
— tertain the warmeſt hopes that the interval between the cloſe of 
d the preſent ſeflion and the beginning of the next, will afford 
h ſuſhcient opportunity for forming a wiſe and well digeſted plan 
8 for a liberal arrangement of commercial intercourſe between Great 
55 Britain and Ireland, to be then brought forward. That his faith- 
te ful Commons humbly beg leave to affure his Majeſty, that ſuch 


a plan formed upon the broad baſis of reciprocal advantage, 
would be the moſt effectual means of ſtrengthening the empire 
at large, and cheriſhing the common intereſt and brotherly e- 
tion of both kingdoms. 

After the reſolutions for the addteſs had paſſed, the princi- 
pal gentlemen of oppoſition appeared emulous to expreſs their 
approbation of Mr. Foſter's conduct; Mr. Corry in particular, 
when returning. him his thanks, declared, that though ſometimes 
they might differ in opinion, yet he had ever obſerved in that 
gentleman, the utmoſt zeal for the welfare of his country; and 
referred to his explanation of the navigation act, as the moſt 
unequivocal proof of his determination to ſtand or fall with 
its intereſts. 

The Speaker reported that the Houſe had attended his Grace 
the Lord Lieutenant with the addreſs of this Houſe to his Grace, 
_ that thereupon his Grace was pleaſed to retura the following 
anſwer ; | 

This affectionate mark of the eſteem and good opinion of 
the Houſe of Commons impreſſes me with the ſtrongeſt feelings 
ef lively gratitude. I return you my fincere thanks. I can ne- 
ver relax either in my zeal or my endeavours for the proſperity 
of Ireland, whilit, in addition to the commands cf my Sove- 
reign, I have the encouragement of your athitance, and the aſſut- 
ance of your approbation.” | | 

Ordered, That his Grace the Lord Lieutenant's anſwer be an- 
ered in the journals of this Houte. 
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Sir Edward Creſton reſumed the buſineſs of yeſterday, reſpeQing 
the impriſonment of John Andrews, and moved, That Tho- 
mas Kimmis, Crown-ſolicitor, attend to-morrow at the bar.” 

Sir Euward Newenbam.—Under other circum L might 

vote againſt the preſent motion, but as the grievance com- 
plained of originated in this Houſe, I think this e bound to 
give redreſs.¶ Here ſeveral members called, no, no, and the 
Attorney General ſaid, that the priſoner Andrews, Was com- 
mitted by a warrant under the hand of Mr. Juſtice Robinſon.— 
Sir Edward Newenham, continued, I maintain my aſſertion was 
right, for the reſolutions of this Houſe originated the proclama- 
tion, and that cauſed the arreſt of the priſoner ; the proclamation 
offered an enormous reward, ſufficient for perjured wretches to 
accept of, conſequently the confinement of Andrews took its 
riſe from the conduct of this Houſe. Good God! will an Iriſh 
Parliament refuſe redreſs in ſuch a caſe to an Iriſh ſubject? He 
beſeeched gentlemen to remember, that the tyranny of a Bernard 
and a Hutcheſon, ſevered the ſons of freedom in a America, 
from the oppreſſion of an Engliſh ariftocracy : One of the firlt 
acts they , complained of was the arbitrary confinement (without 
even the colour of law) of a printer. He called upon the Se- 
cretary and upon the Houſe, to beware of driving three millions 
of united people to deſpair. Promiſes will avail: but little in 
the preſent juncture of affairs; the ſtarved manufacturers will 
not feel the benefit of daily work and food, from aerial pro- 
miſes; Iriſhmen are equally loyal and virtuous, and tenacious 
of their liberty ; they have friends in every quarter of the globe. 
Are we to put an end to this memorable ſeſſion, with a flagrant 
act of partial injuſtice? You committed the printers to double 
puniſbment, and you refuſe to ſupport the laws of the land in 
tavour of a man perithing in gaol, through the influence of an 
illegal order: The exaited character of the Attorney General 
demands an inveſtigation of this inquiſitorial ſyſtem z ſuſpicions 
are gone abread, and nothing but a public examination can era- 
dicate them: Inſhmen muſt fee, that lawful liberty has been 
illegally refuſed to a ſubject of this country. 

The Attorney General, Mr. Foſter, and Mr. Maſon, oppoſed 
it, on the principles, that it was not appertaining to the buſi- 
nels of the Houſe, but the Court of King's Bench. The Recor- 
der and Mr. Boyd ſupported the motion. 

A ſhort debate entued, after which the queſtion being put, 
there appeared, 


Ayes, _ — 22 
Noes, — — 3 61 
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FarDav, Mar 14, 1784. 


The Right Hon. Mr. Secretary Orde reported to the Houſe 
that his Grace the Lord Lieutenant had been attended. with the 
addreſs of this Houſe to bis Majeſty, and that thereupon his 
Grace was pleaſed to return the following anſwer : 

* I ſhall immediately tranſmit this dutiful and loyal addreſs 
to be laid before his Majeſty.” 

Ordered, That his Grace the Lord Lieutenant's anſwer be en- 
tered in the journals of this Houſe. 


Mr. Warden Flad moved that the Clerk of the Houſe ſhould 


deliver up the corporation books of the boroughs of Baltinglaſs 
and 9 accordingly. 


A meſſage from his Grace the Lord Lieutenant by George 
Bernard, big; Gentleman Uſher of the Black Rod: 
Mr. Speaker, 
elt is his Grace the Lord Lieutenant's pleaſure, that this 
Houſe do attend him immediately in the Houie of Peers.“ 
Accordingly Mr. Speaker, with the Houſe, went up to at- 
tend his Grace in the Houſe of Peers, where the royal aſſent 
was given to the following bills: 


PUBLIC BILLY 


1. An at for eſtabliſhing a poſt-office within this kingdom. 

2. An act for granting to his Majeſty, his heirs and ſucceſſors, 
a further additional duty on imported hops, and other duties 
therein mentioned. a 

3. An act for regulating the corn trade, promoting agriculture, 
and providing a regular ard ſte-dy ſupply of corn in this king- 
doin, and for granting to his Majeſty, his heirs and ſucceſſors, 
the duties therein mentioned. 

4. An ad for licenſing hawkers and pedlars, and for the en- 
couragement of Engliſh proteitant ſchools. 

5. An act for continuing and amending an act paſſed in the 
twenty - ſecond year of his p̃reſent Majeſty's reign, intitled an act 
for the improvement of the city of Dublin, by making wide 
and convenient paſſages through the ſame, and for regulating the 
coal trade thereof, and for other purpoſes, | | 
6. An act for veſting the lands of Knockroe, and other lands in 
the county of Waterford, in his Majeſty, his heirs and ſucceſ- 
ſors, to the uſes therein expreiled, and for other purpoſes, 

7. An act for continuing an act, intitled an act for facilitatin 
the trade and intercourſe between this kingdum and the United 


States of America, and for furthering the faid trade and in- 
tercourſe. 
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8. An act for diſcharging certain arrears of quit, crown, and 
compoſition rents, which have been growing due for twenty 
yu laſt paſt, on the terms and in the manner therein men- 
tioned. 

9. An act for the ereQting and building of a new and conve- 
nient gaol and marſhalſea in the city of Limerick, and to enable 
certain truſtees or commi ſſioners therein named to purchaſe 
ground whereon to erect and build the fame, 

10. An act to explain an act paſſed in the eleventh and 
twelfth years of his preſent Majeſty, intitled an act for badging 
ſuch poor as ſhall be found unable. to ſupport themſelves by 
labour, and otherwiſe providing for them, and for reſtraining 
ſuch as ſball be found able to ſupport themſelves by labour or 
induſtry from begging, and to extend the proviſions thereof. 

11. An act for extending the proviſions of an act paſſed in 
this kingdom in the nineteenth and twentieth years of his Ma- 
jeſty's reign, intitled an ad for naturalizing ſuch foreign mer- 
chants, traders, artificers, artizans, manufaQurers, workmen, 
ſeamen, farmers and others as ſhall ſettle in this kingdom. 

12. An act for regulating the police of the city of Waterford. 

13. An act for the amendment of the law in relation to the 
falvage of ſhips and goods ſtranded, or in danger of periſhing 
at fea. 

14. An act for continuing and amending ſeveral laws relating 


to his Majeſty's revenue, and for the more effectually preventing 


frauds therein. 
15. An act for the apportionment and more eaſy recovery of 
rents in certain Caſes. 
16. An act for the more etfeQuually puniſhing ſuch perſons 
as ſhall by violence obſtruct the freedom of corn markets and 
the corn trade, or who ſhall be guilty of other offences therein 
mentioned, and for making ſatis faction to the parties injured. 
17. An act for aſcertaining the qualification of ſuch perſons 
as hall take out commiiſions of the peace for counties at large. 
18. An act for regulating the import of cinnamon, cloves, 
mace and nutmegs, and for the better collecting the duties 
thereon. 
19. An act to prevent the 1 practice of erecting 
| 199 within the city of Dublin, or at a certain iftance 


20. An a& to amend the laws for the encouragement of plan- 
ting timber trees. 


21. An a for the relief of priſoners charged with felony or 


other crimes, who ſhall be acquitted or diſcharged by procla- 
— reſpecting their fees, and giving a recompence for tuck 
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12. An act for the protection and improvement of the inland 
kſheries of this kingdom. g 

23- An act for the relief of the creditors of John Tunnadine, 
Eſq; late one of the Maſters of the High Court of Chancery in 
Ireland, and for veſting the eſtates, real and, perſonal, of the 
ſaid John Tunnadine, in commiſſioners and allignees, for the 
payment of his ſaid creditors. 

24. An act to further amend and explain an act made in the 
twelfch year of his preſent Majeſty's reign, intitled an a& for 
the making of narrow roads through the mountainous unim- 
proved parts of this kingdom; and alſo an act made in the ſe- 
venteenth and eighteenth years of his preſent Majeſty's reign, 
intitled an act for amending the public roads. | 

25. An act to regulate the aſſay of gold, and promote the 
manufacture of gold and filver wares in this kingdom. 

26. An act for the more effectually amending and repairing the 


; road . from the town of Dundalk, in the county of Louth, 
. to Bannbridge, in the county of Down, and for the better ſe- 
| my the debts which are now due to the creditors of the faid 
l road, _ 

e 


27. An act for further promoting the linen and hempen ma- 
8 nufactures. 


28. An act for indemnif ying ſuch perſon or perſons as have 


's ated for the ſervice of the public in adviſing or carrying into 
o I execution a proclamation of the Lord Lieutenant and Privy 
of Council ofthis kingdom, bearing date the 27th of January, 1784. 
29. An act for the more effectual diſcovery and proſecution 
; of offenders called houghers, and for the ſupport and mainte- 
_ nance of ſoldiers or others houghed, maimed and difabled by 
. ſuch offenders, 
_ 30. An act for buying and ſelling of malt by meaſure, and for 
cont the more effectual preventing frauds committed in the buying, 
— kiling, and delivery thereof. 


31. An act for altering, amending, and rendering mere effec- 
"ey nal, the laws now in * fob regulating and managing the 
public goals and priſons throughout this kingdom. 

32. An act for the more eaſy diſcovery and effectual puniſh- 
nent of buyers and receivers of ſtolen goods. 

33- An act for the more eifeually preventing of the countet- 
ting of the current coin of this kingdom, and the uttering or 
ay ing of falſe or counterfeit coin. 
34+ An act for making appropriate pariſhes belonging to arch- 
Ibops and biſhops perpetual cures, and the better to enable 
ach archbiſhops and biſhops to endow and augment the endow-- 
ents of vicarages and curacies to them reſpectively appropriate, 
ad to render more effectual the ſeveral acts now in force to ena- 
e the clergy, having cure of ſouls, to refide upon their 


Q 2 


228 PARLIAMENTARY 


reſpective benefices, and to build on their reſpeQive glebe 
lands. 
35. An aQ for better ſecuring the money and effects of ſuitors 
of the court of Chancery and the court of Exchequer, by 
depoſiting the fame in the National Bank, and to prevent the 
forging and counterfeiting any draft, order or other voucher, for 
the payment or delivery of ſuch money or effects, and for other 
purpoles. 

36. An act for the more effectually paving, cleanſing and 
lighting of the ſtreets of the city of Dublin, and other places 
therein mentioned, and for making ſewers and erecting fountains 
and conduits in the ſaid city for the uſe of the poor, and for 
other purpoſes therein mentioned. 

37. An act to continue an act paſſed in the eleventh and 
_ twelfth years of the reign cf Lis preſent Majeſty, intitled an 

act for the further preventing delays of juſtice by reaſon oi 
privilege of parliament. 

85. An act for the due accounting for all money granted for 
public works, charities and hoſpitals therein mentioned, and for 
the ordering a regular aceount in future of all monies entruſted 
to the corporation for carrying on the inland navigation, the 
truſtees of the linen manufacture, the Dublin Society, the cor- 
poration for paving the ſtreets of Dublin, and for other pur- 
poſes therein mentioned. 

39. An act * r the application of the ſum of 15, ooo. 
granted by an act pailed this ſeſſion of parliament, for the pur- 
poſe of payi-g bounties on the ſale of the following manufacture: 
of this kingdom; that is to ſay, the manufactures of wool, af 
wool mixed, of cotton, of cotton mixed, thread, kentings, and 
manufactures of iron or copper. 

40. An act to ſecure the liberty of the preſs, by preventing 
the abuſe ariſing from the publication of traiterous, ſeditious, 
falſe and ſlanderous libels by perſons unknown. | 

41. An act for diſabling Philip, Lord Viſcount Strangfore, 
from ſitting in parliament, or making any proxy therein; and 
alio from dn and voting on the trial of any Peer. 

42. An act for reviving and continuing temporary ſtatutes. 

43. An act to remove doubts and ſcruples with reſpe to the 
* ale of an act paſſed in this kingdom in the fifth jeu 


of his late Majeſty King George II. intitled an act for reducing 


the intereſt of money to ſix per cent. 
PRIVATE BILLS. 
44. An act for veſting certain lands and premiſes there 
mentioned, part of the e of the Right Hon. Thomas, 
of Louth, in truſtees, for raiſing a ſum not exceeding 6099 
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by ſale or mortgage of à competent part thereof, to be applied 
to the purpoſes therein mentioned. 

45- An act enabling the Right Hon. John Joſhua, Lord Caryſ- 
forc, Baron of n Sag to make long leaſes of his eſtate in 
tle county of Dublin, and part of his eſtate in the county of 
Wicklow. . 

45. An act to explain and amend an act paſſed in this king- 
dom in the twentieth year of his preſent Majeſty's reign, inti- 
tled an act for veſting in truſtees certain lands and tenements, 
the eſtate of Francis Mathew, of Thomaſown, in the county 
of Tipperary, in the kingdcm of Ireland, Efq; for the purpoſe 
of railing a ſufficient, ſum of money for payment of the debts 
affe ling the ſame, and for other purpoſes in ſaid at mentioned; 
and to enable the ſaid Francis Mathew, fince created Lord 
Baron of Landaff, of Thomaſtown, in the kingdom of Ireland, 
to ſettle a jointure or jointurcs upon any woman or women 
with whom he ſhall or may intermarry. 

47- An aQ to enable the Hon, "William Wefley Pole, and 
the ſeveral other perſons in remainder under the will and codi- 
cils of William Pole, Eſq; deceaſed, to ſettle juintures, aud 
for other purpoſes. 6 

48. An att for veſting ſeveral towns, lands, tenements and 
hereditaments, ſituate in the counties of Wexford, Mayo and 
Sligo, the eſtate of the Hon. |tichard Gore, in truſtees, in 
order that the fame may be fold fur the payment of debts and 
incumbrances affecting the ſame, and for cther purpoſes. 

49. An act for 434 15 certain lands, tenements and heredita- 
ments in the Queen's County, formerly the eilate of the Right 
Hon. Dudley Alexander Sidney Colby, late lord Sidney, of Leix, 
and Baron of Stradbally, deceaſcd, in truſtees, for raiſing a ſum 
of money ſufficient to diſcharge the incumbrances atecung the 
lame, and other purpoſes, and to enable the ſeveral perſons 
aticled thereto to make building leaſes of part thereof, 

50. An act for veſting certain towns, lands, tenements and 
hereditaments, ſituate in the counties of Fermanagh and Long- 
tord, the eſtate of John Enery, of Bawnboy, in the county of 
Cavan, Eſd in truitees, in order that the lame, or a compe- 
tent part thereof, may be ſold for the payment of de ts and 
ncumbrances aſtecting certain lands iituate in the county of 
Cavan, the eſtate of the ſaid John Enery, and for ſettling the 
laid lands in the ſaid county uf Cavan to the ame uſes to which 
the faid eſtates in the {aid counties of Fermanagh and Longford 
had been ſettled, and for other purpoſes. 

51. An act to enable the truſtces in the marriage ſettlement of 
Hamilton Gorges, of Kilbrew, in the county of Meath, Eſq; to 
convey the fee and inheritance, initead of the trult-term of four 
bundred years, of and in certain lands, the eſtate of the ſaid 
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Hamilton Gorget, decreed to be ſold by the court of Chancer 
of th 


for payment e ſeveral debts in the ſaid decree mentioned, 
and to enable the ſaid Hamilton Gorges to ſettle a jointure of 
400. a year on any wife he may hereafter marry. 

52. An act for veſting certain lands in the King's County, part 
of the eſtate of Peter Holmes, of Johnſtown,- in the county 
of Tipperary, Eſq; in truſtees, to be ſold for the payment of 
debts aſſecting the ſame, and for appointing other lands to the 
2 uſes to which the ſaid King's County eſtate had been 

ettled. 


53. An aQ for veſting lands and hereditaments in the county of N 


Galway, part of the eſtate of John Monck Maſon, of the city 
of Dublin, Eſq; in truſtees, for raiſing money to and diſ- 
charge debts and incumbrances affecting the ſaid Jo n Monck 
Maſon. ; | 

54. An act for veſting in truſtees certain lands, tenements and 
hereditaments in the kingdom of Ireland, the eſtate of James 
Uniacie, of Mount-Uniacke, in the county of Cork, Eſq; for 
railing a ſufficient ſum of money for the payment of the debts 
of the ſaid james Uniacke. eh 

55- An act for veſting certain lands therein mentioned, late 
the eſtate of Nicholas Archdeckne, of Gortnamona, in the 
county of Galway, Eſg; deceaſed, in truſtees, for payment of 
debts and incumbrances affecting the ſame. 

6. An act for exemplifying or inrolling the laſt will and 
33 of Gilbert Donnellan, formerly of Cloghan, in the 
county of Roſcommon, and kingdom of Ireland, but late of 
Mons, in French Flanders, Eſq; deceaſed, and making the fame 
evidence both in law and equity. 


And then his Grace was pleaſed to make a fpeech to both 
Houſes of Parliament, which is as follows: - 


** My Lords and Gentlemen, 


ln addreſſing you for the firſt time in Parliament, at the cloſe 
of the ſeſſion, I embrace with pleaſure the occaſion which is 
afforded me of returning you my affectionate acknowledgments 
for the cordiality of my reception, and the early aſſurances of 
our confidence. And lam at the ſame time highly grati ned in 
ling authorized to Communicate to you the ſentiments of per- 
feft ſatisfaQtion with which his Majeſty approves of your er- 

ertions for the public welfare. } 
Gentlemen of the Houſe of Commons, + | 

<< Fam happy in obeying his Majeſty's commands, to thank you 

for the chearfulneſs with which you have made proviſion fo! 


the exigencies and honour of his government. Let me aſſure 
you, on my part, that the readineſs with which you have granted 
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ſupplies ſtimulates, my utmoſt attention and care that they 


f ſtall be managed with œconomy, and applied with prudence. 
* My Lords and Gentlemen, 
7 *© You have much ſatisfaction in reflecting that the various ob- 
f jets. which, in conſequence of the acknowledged independence 
e of the legiſlature, were recommended for your deliberations, at 
n the opening of this ſeſſion, have been dilizently purſued and 
: accompliſhed. ' 
if * You have wiſely given your ſanction to the extraordinary 
| expedients which it has been neceſſary to employ in order to 
{ preſerve the kingdom from famine z and I feel great fatisf:&ion 
k in the proſpect that they will be prevented for the future, by the 
new and judicious arrangement of your corn laws, and the im- 
nd proved extenſion of your agriculture, 
es e ſee with pleaſure the exertions of an humane and liberal prin- 
for ciple, which has prompted you to give encouragement to the 
ts national induſtry, by favourable regulations and well direted 
bounties. I have warmly at heart the advancement of your trade, 
Ate and the ſucceſs of all your manufaQtures, and I ſhall not fail 
the either to conſider or to repreſent thoſe inſtances whereof the pe- 
'of culiar circumſtances ct the empire have hitkerto prevented a full 
inveſtigation, and which ſhall be found to require a further ad- 
and juſtment, 
the * The uſeful regulations propoſed to be introduced into the 
of collection and management of the revenue; the ſecurity of pri- 


ume vate property, and extenſion of national credit, by depoſiting in 
the bank of Ireland the money of {uicors in the courts of Chan- 
cery and Exchequer; the plans for improving the metropolis, 
0th calculated not more for ornament and 1plendor, than for health 
and convenience; your unanimous determination to defend the 
freedom of the conſtitution againſt the attacks of licentiouſneſs ; 
and your attention to the ſupport of charitable inſtitutions, 
loſe are all unequivocal teſtimonies of your wiſdom, humanity and 
juſtice. 


—_ I have not failed to convey to our ſovercign the ſatisfaction 
* you have ſo decidedly expreſſed in the bleſſings of that happy 
ed in 8 


conſtitution which you enjoy under his Majeſty's auſpicious 
— government. Senſible as you are of theſe eminent advantages, 
| it can hardly be neceſſary for me to deſire that you ſhould be 
attentive to impreſs them on the minds of others, over whom 
your ſuperiority of rank and information muſt and ought to give 
you a juſt and benevolent influence. 


c you © ] have a ſure confidence, that during your reſidence in your 
n for reſpective counties you will ſeek to direct and encourage the 
— induſtry of your neighbourhood, in the' purſuits beft adapted 


to their ſituations, and by which the community at large may 
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be moſt effectually benefited. You will point out to them the 
real reſources of a free and fertile\country, under the bleſſings of 
peace, and the mild protection of the laws; and you will not 
o_—_ 1 to perplex, or falſe informations to miſ- 
i em. . 

Bi It is my happineſs and pride to refle& that our united atten- 
tion has been, and is directed to the ſame objects, of maintaining 
and adyancing the rights, the dignity, and the proſperity of 
Ireland, and the general intereſts of the empire.” 


And then the Lord Chancellor declared that it was his Grace 
the Lord Lieutenant's pleaſure that this Parliament be prorogued 
to Tueſday the 29th day of June next; and the Parliament was 
accordingly prorogued to Tueſday the 29th day of June next. 


1 N B 1 


TO THE 


FED LY.MS 


OF THE 
COMMONS DEBATES. 


A. 


A CCOUNTS of the public Monies, Bill for compelling, 
reported, 165, —Receives the Royal Aſſent, 228. 

Adareſs of the Houſe to his Majeſty, agreed to, 225. 

Adireſs of the Houſe to the Lord Lieutenant, 203.—Debates on, 
205, et ſeq. 206.—His Grace's Anſwer, 225. 

Addreſſes to the Lord Lieutenant ordered to be preſented, y, 
98, 143. 

ices an Act for promoting, receives the Royal Aſſent, 
225. 

2 and Ireland, an AR for facilitating the Trade and Inter- 
courſe between, receives the Royal Aﬀent, 225. 

Ameſl:y, Hon. Mr. exculpates himſelf from any Intention to pro- 
ſecute Printers, . Moves that the Memorial from the County 
of Down againſt a Parliamentary Reform be laid on the Table, 
43.—Moves to bring in a Bill for ſettiing the Police of Dublin, 
and enquires if the Repreſentatives of the City intend to bring 
one in, 86,—Moves for a Committee to enquire into the Con- 
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du of the Deputy Serjeant at Arms, with reſpect to his Con- 

duct towards Matthew Carey, 176. 
Appropriate Pariſbes, an Act to enable Archbiſbops and Biſhops to 
w and augment, receives the Royal Aﬀent, 27. 

Aſſay of Geld, Bill for regulating, Proceedings on, 102.—Re- 
ceives the Royal Aﬀent, 227. 

Aſſent Reyal given to Bills, 225. 

Attorney-General, (Mr. Fitzgibbon) oppoſes the Motion for a Bill 
for a more equal Repreſentation of the People in Parliament, 
18.-His Reply to Mr. Brownlow, 19.—Speech on the Re- 

port of the Committee on the Enniſcorthy Election, 25.—Op- 
pales 2 propoſed Clauſe in the Revenue Bill » 29.—His Speech 
on the Poſt-offce Bill, 33.— On the Bill for promoting the in- 
land Fiſheries of Ireland, 38.—Oppoſes the Motion for the Re- 
ſidency of the Chancellor of the Exchequer, and the Maſter of 
the Rolls, 8. — Moves a Clauſe in the Naturalization Bill to 
exempt the manufacturing Implements of the Genevele from the 
Pay ment cf Duty, 92.— Supports the Bill for making Tulla- 
more the Aſſizes Town of the King's County, 93.— brings in 
a Bill for the better Promulgation of the Statute Law, by fur- 
niſbing every County with a Copy, , 101, 102.—Preſents 
a Bill for indemnifying certain Perſons, who adviſed or exe- 
cuted a Proclamation, 100.—Oppoſes Mr. Grattan's Motion 
to prevent the Grant of any futare additional Salary to Cuſtom 

” Officers, 116.—Oppoſes the Motion for ProteQing Duties, 
141,—Defends Mr. Foſter's Prefs-Bill, 166,—Speech on the 
Addreſs to the Lord Lieurenant, 206.—On Mr. Griffith's pro- 
poſed Addreſs to his Majeſty, 213.— lis Reply to Mr. Grii- 
tith, 214. 


| B. 8 
er of the Poor, an AQ for, receives the Royal Aſent, 
22 ; 
Raltinglaſi, undue Election and Return for, Determinations of 


the Commutee concerning, 4. 
Beresford, Rt. Hon. John, vindicates the Officers of the Revenue, 
28. —Points out a remarkable Inſtance of Fraud by clandeſtine 
- Importation in Newry, i54.—Explains the Negociation between 
dminiftration and the Chancellor of the Exchequer, 30.— 
Moves an Addreſs to his Majeſty, on Account of the Removal 
of the Cuſtom-houſe, 94.—t1is Speech on Mr. Gratcan's te- 


| portin the Reſolutions of the Committee appointed to take 
into Conſideration the Revenue Expences, 104.—Oppoſes Mr. 


uties, 142.—Supports vi! 


Gardiner's Motion for Protecting 
John Blaquiere's Paving-bill, 145. 


B. 
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Bingley, William, called to the Bar of the Houſe, 176.— Further 


Examination, 177.—Diſcharged without Fees, 179. 

Blaquiere, Sir John, 86, 89, 95, 97, 98, 101, 103, 120, 145, 
152, 156, 212. | 

Beyd, Mr. oppoſes the Motion for committing the Parliamentary 
Reform Bill, 65.—Defends the Liberty of the Preſs, 154, 
158.—Speech on the Examination of Matthew Carey, 175.— 
and of William Bingley, 177, 198. 

B:wity on the Land Carriage of Malt, Barley and Bere, aſcer- 
tained, on the Motion of Alderman Warren, 98. 

Breach of Privilege Complaint of, and Proceedings on, 143. 

Brocke, Mr. defends the Liberty of the Preſs, and points out the 
Abſurdity and Tyranny of ſome Clauſes in the Preſs-Bill, 
161, —Supports Mr. Griffith's Motion for an Adddreſs to his 
Majeſty, on the preſent Situation of Affairs, 221. 

Brown, Hon. Denis, ſapports the Motion for committing the 
Parliamentary Reform Bill, 56. 

Brawn, Mr. (of the College) his Speech on the Motion for com- 

mitting the Parliamentary Reform Bill, 53.—ObjeQs to the 
Profeſſorſhips created by the Bill for eſtabliſbing a Phyſical 
School, 100. | 

Brownlow, Rt. Hon. William, ſupports Mr. Flood's Motion to 
bring in a Bill for a more equal Repreſentation of the People, 
17.— Points out the Heads of the propoſed Regulations, 17, 
18.—Hiis Reply to the Attorney General, 19.—Preſents a Me- 
morial from the County of Armagh, relative to a Parliamenta- 
ry Reform, 35.—His Speech on Mr. Flood's Motion for com- 
mitting the Parliamentary Reform Bill, 76.— Supports ſome 
Clauſcs of Mr. Foſter's Preſs- ill, and oppoſes others, 163.— 
Shews the abſolute Neceſlity of compelling the Printer or bo- 
prietor of a News-Paper to {et his Name to it, 166.—$S 
on the Motion tor an Addrets of Thanks to the Lord Lieute- 
nant, 202.—Supports Mr. Griffith's Motion for an Addrets to 
the King, on the preſent Situation of Affairs, 22. 

Burgh, Captain Thomas, 172. 1944 241 

Bube, Mr. ſupports the Motion for a Bounty upon Land-carri- 
age of Wheat to Dublin, 3, 8.—Oppoles Mr. Flood's Motion 
for committing the Parliamentary Reform Bilſ, 69.—Points 
out the various Abſurdities with which the Reform Bill is 
fraught, 71. | | | 

Byers and Receivers of ſtolen Goods, an AR for the. Diſco» 
very and Puniſhment of, receives the Royal Aifent, 227. 


. 
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Carey Matthew, the ſappoſed Printer of the Volunteer's Journal, 
See Yolinteer”s Fournal. | 
Ca-rizges Duties on to be appropriated for the Uſe of the inland 


Navigation, moved for by Sir John Blaquiere, 97, 101. 
Carrickjergus, Election for,. Proceedings on the Petition relative 


nate ref) . 
c Sir Henry, his Speech on Mr. Flood's Motion fur 
comnitting the Parliamentary Reform bill, 67. 

Cbanceil e the Exchequer ſhould reſident in the Kingdom 
moved for, 8. — Supports the Eill for ſecuring the Liberty of 
the Preſs, 155, 162.—Moves for an Account of Imports and 

Exports, 203. 
Charter4Sche:ls, Petition : from the incorporated Society for pro- 
moting, preſented by Mr. Ponſonby, 86.— Moves an Addreſs 
for Aid to, i119.—Recommends Protecting Duties, 1 32. 

Chapman, Sir Benjamin, Petition prelented from, relative to his 

\ Attendance as a Witneſs on the Trial of the Meſimcath Elec- 
tion, 150. 

Chontnth; Mr. objects to the Freehold Regiſtry Bill, 36.—Rc- 
ports a Frogreſs in the Bill for the * — of Cuunty Ma- 
giſtrates, 39. Move; a Ptoviſo in the Scctetary of State's Bill 
. 2 ET from . Fees Perſons acquitced of Crimes, 40.— 
- Withdraws the Proviſo, 42;—Moves for a compulſive Clauſe in 
the Intolvent Bill, 85.—Reports from the Committee appoint- 
ed to examine the Election Laws, 91. 

Clerg ) Refiderice of the, Bill to compel ordered, on the Motion 
- of Mr. Foster, 101. —Reported by Mr. Wolfe, 146 —Ordered 
to be engroſſed, 147. Agrecd to by the Lords, 170. —-Re- 
cei ves the Royal Ailent, 227, 228. 

aal, Tax of one Shilling per Lon on imported, moved to be 
continued to 1810, 94. A Clauſe for exempting from the ad- 
ditional Tax thoie brought to the public —— 95.— 

An Act fur regulating the Coal Trade, agreed to by the Lords, 


S Sir Veſey, declared guilty of great Miſconduct in act- 

ing under corrupe Influence, 24.— His Defence, 26. Attorney 
General directed to proſecute him, 86. 

Cale, Mr. oppoles the granting a Bounty on the Exportation 
of Corn, 3. ; . i C i : 

Coin, Bill to prevent the counterfeiting read, and ordered to be 
engrulled, i 47.—Agreed to by the Lords, without any Amend- 

ment, 169 —Receives the Royal Aſſent, 227. 

Coxol'ly, Rt. Hon. I homas, 203. 


/ 
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Contefled Elections. See Elocbicns conteſted, 

Cote, Mr. ſupports Mr. Foſter's Preſs-Bill, 161. 

Corn Hill, Proceedings on, 1, 8, 13, 143.—Receives the Royal 
Aﬀent, 225. 

Corn Markets and Corn Trade, an Att for the more effectually pu- 
niſking ſuch Perſons as ſhall by Violence obſtru& the Freedom 
at to by the Lords, 143.—Receives the Royal Ailent, 
226. | | ; 

Corry, Mr. moves that the Committee on the Revenue Bill ſhall 
receive a Clauſe directing that Suits thali be tried as formerly, 
and Exciſe Laws not extended, 279.—Withdraws it, 29.— 
His Reply to the Attorney General, i5.—Supports a Mution 
to reduce the Foſtage of Letters, 31.—Reports from tue Com- 
mittee on the Naturalization Bill, 45,—Moves for an Account 
of the Importations from England of Eaſt-India Gocd:, 36.— 
Supports Mr. Flood's Motion for committing the Parliamenta- 
ry Reform Bill, 72.— Withdraws the Paving bill, 93.—Op- 
ow the Addreſs of Thanks to the Lord Lieute ant, 205.— 

ropoſes an Amendment to the Addreſs to the Lord Lieute- 
nant, 21 1,——Supports Mr. Griffith's Motion for an Addreſs to 
the King, on the preſent Situation of Aitairs, 221. 

Cutter, Sir James, preſents a Petition from the County of Cork, 
relative to a Parliamentary Reform, 36. 

Counter jeiting of Cain, Bill to prevent read, and ordered to be en- 
groſſed, 147.—Agreed to by the Lords, 169. Recei ves the 
Royal Aſſent, 227. 

County Majiſtrates, Bill for the Qualification of, Proceedings on, 

d, O1. | 

Ode - dir Edward, oppoſes the Bill for refiraining the Liberty 
of the Preſs, 157, 158, 153.—Spcech on the Examination of 
the ſuppoſed Printer or Proprietor of the Vulunteer*s Journal, 
171, 184, 157, — Moves fur the Atcendance at the Bar of ths 
Deputy 't own Mijor, 196, 224. | 

Cuſtoms or Tolls levied by Toll-Gacherers on Newfoundland Dogs, 
91. ä 


D. 


Daly, Rt. Hon. Denis, oppoſes the Parliamentary Reform Fill, 
82,—Supports the Bill for diſqualify ing Lord Straagtord from 
voting as a Peer, 195. | F 

Daz, Mi. oppoſes che Motion for commiting the Parliamentary 
Reform Bill, 61. | 

Delays of fuſtice, Bill to prevent, paſſed, and ordered to the 
Lords, 168.—Receives the Royal Aſſent, 228. 
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Delvix, Lord, moves that the Inſolvent Bill ſhould be read, 119. 
— Carries it to the Lords, for their Concurrence, 144. 

Deputy Serjeant at Arms, an Enquiry into the Conduct of moved 
for, 196.—Debates thereon, 182.—His Conduct in the Mat- 
ter of Matthew Carey, voted to have been cautious, firm, and 
humane, 186. | 3 

Diftilleries, Bill for reſtraining for a limited Time, Proceedings 
on, | ; | 

Diftillinz of Corn, a Bill to ſtop, read and committed, 4. 

Dogs obliged to pay Toll, 91. 

Doyle, Major, his Speech on Mr. Flood's Motion for committing 
the Parliamentary Reform Bill, 62.—Compares the Bill to a 
painted Balloon, decorated with all the Brilliancy of a luxuri- 
ant Imagination to decoy the Multitude, 63.—Conjures the 
Houſe not ro ſuffer the ruthleſs, unhallowed Hands cf viſiona- 

Pre ſectors to tear down the venerable Pile, the Conſtitu- 
tion, the ſacred Temple of Liberty, reared by the ſober Wil- 
dom of their Anceſtors, 65.— His Speech in Favour of ProteQ- 
ing Duties, 136. | 

„old and new, Proceedings relative to, 12, 24, 132. 
lin, Lord Mayor of, his Conduct, with Reſpect to the Riots, 
ordered to be enquired into, 143.—ls cenſured by the Houſe, 


150. 

Dublin, Police of, Bill for ſettling, Proceedings on, 86, 98.— 
Bill for the lighting, watching, cleanſing, and paving, pre- 
ſented by Alderman Warren, 101.—Who alto preſents a Feti- 
tion of the Citizens relative thereto, 144.—The bill receives 
the Royal Aﬀent, 225, 228. 

. Dublin Society, Petition from, againſt the Bill for Appropriation 
of the Sum of 15,000/. preſented 4 Sir John Blaquiere, 155. 

Dunn, Mr. his Speech on the Poſt-oftice Bill, 31.—-Supports Mr. 
Flood's Motion for committing the Parliamentary Reform Bill, 


72. 
E. 


Eaft-India Goods, Duties on the Importation of from England, 
Inquiry into, 36. 
Elections ceuteſled, Proceedings on, 4, 5, 24, 86, 102, 103, 


Election Laws,” Committee appointed to reviſe, 36.— Report of 


the Committee, 91. 

Engliſh, Mr. Alexander, his Defence to the Charges againſt him 
in the Report of the Committee on the Enniſcorthy EleQion, 
24.—Refolutions of the Committee, 86. | 


Enniſcorthy Election, Proceedings relative to, 24, 86. 
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Frening Chronicle, declared to be ſeditious and libellous, 147, 

Exadior, a very remarkable Inſtance of mentioned by Mr. God- 
frey Green, 91. : 

Exchequer, Chancellor of the, an Imputation thrown on Lord Nor- 
thington concerning, removed by Mr. Grattan, 30. Motion 
that the Chancellor ſhould be a Reſident in the Kingdom made 
by Mr. Molyneux, 87,—Negatived, 89. 

Exciſe Laws, Motion relative to, by Mr. Corry, 27, 28. 


F. 


Fiſberies of Ireland, Committee for promoting the inland, Pro- 
ceedings of, 38, 43, 94, 95.— The Bill for the Protection 
and Improvement of receives the Royal Aſſent, 227. 

Flad, Mr. Henry, his _ on moving for Leave to bring in a 
Bill to rectify certain Defects in the Repreſentation of the Peo- 
ple, 13.— His Reply to the Attorney General, 19.—Vindi- 
cates the Character of a Soldier and a Freeholder, 23.— Pre- 
ſents a Bill for a more equal Repreſentation of the People, 37. 
— Moves that all Petitions relative to a Parliamentary Reform, 
be laid on the Table, 43.—Moves to commit the Parliamentar 
Reform Bill, i4.—His Speech in Defence of his Bill, 78.— 
Speech on the Bill for regulating the Police of Dublin, 


Had, Mr. Warden, moves that the Clerk ſhould deliver up the 
Corporation Books of the Boroughs of Baltinglaſs and Dundalk, 


225. 
Fla? Sir Frederick, ſpeaks in Favour of Sir Veſey Colclough, 


25. N 

Forbes, Mr. his Speech on the Poſt-Office Bill, 32.—Propoſes 
to exempt Drogheda from the increaſed Tax, 34.—Supports 
the Parliamentary Reform Bill, 83.—Oppoles an Addreis of 
Approbation of the Lord Lieutenant's Government, 206, 
207. 

Fifter, Rt. Hon. John, reports Progreſs of Committee on the 
State of Stephen's Hoſpital, —and on the Corn Bill, 1,—Op- 
poſes the allowing a Bounty on the Exportation of Corn from 
the Port of Dublin, 4,—Preſents a Bill for the Eſtabliſhment 
of an Iriſh Poſt-Office, 12.—Moves to adjourn the Buſineſs of 
an Enquiry into the Enniſcorthy Election, 27.—Oppoſes Mr. 
Corry's Motion reiative to the Excite Laws, 28,—Reports the 
Bill for an additional Duty on Hops, 35,—Brings in a Bill for 
the Improvement of the Linen Manufacture, 94.—ObjeQs to 
the Mode in which a Sum of Money was to be obtained for eſ- 
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tabliſhing a Phyſic Garden, 100. Moves for Leave to bring 
in a Bill for the more ſpeedy and eaſy Recovery of T. thes and 
| Dues to the Clergy, 101,—Preſents a Bill for perpetuating the 


Curacies and other Church Livings in the Care of che Archbi— ( 
ſhops and Biſhops, 102.—Oppoſes Mr. Ponſonby's Motion for 
d an Addreſs to aid the Charter Schools, 119.—Scppurts the ( 
Clauſe for aſcertaining the Salary of a Chamberlain to che Li- 
nen Hall, 120.—Moves for a Committee of Ways and Vicans, G 


131.—His Speech on the Motion for Protecting D ties, 1 ;5.— 

Moves for a Committee to enquire into the Conduct of the 

Dublin Magiſtrates reſpecting an outrageous Mob that brote 

into the Houſe, 143.— Moves that the Printers of ſome ſediti- 
dus Papers ſhould be brought to the Bar, 147.—Preſents a bill 

for ſecuring the Liberty of the Preſs, 154.—Exculpatcs him- 

ſelf from any Intention of blaming the Du lin Society, 155 — 

Defends his Preſs-Bill, 157, 163.—Explains the Intention of 

the Bill reſtraining the Bounty of Ships rigged with Iriſh $ail- 
cloth, 179.— His Speech on Mr. Grithth's Motion for an Ad- 

dreſs to his Majeſty on the preſent Situation of Aﬀairs, 221, 
Famderies Petition from the, preſented by Alderman Warren, to p 

be exempted from the Duty on Coals, 101. _ G 
Freebalu Regiftry Fill, Proceedings on, 35, 36. 


Freeman'”s Journal, complained of, for containing a ſeditious and 
 Hhellous Paragraph, and the Publiſher ordered to be brought | 
to the Bar, 147.— The Publiſher examined, and diſcharged, * 
153.7 Gre 
— 5 

4 | 0 

Gordiner, Rt. Hon. Luke, moves to allow a Bounty on the Gri 
Exportaticn of Corn, 2.—Supports Motion for allowing a B 
Premium for ſeizing clandeſtine Stills, 11 —Fromiſes a condi- ti 
tional Support of Sir John ＋ e Paving Bill, 103. —tlis * 
Speech on the Order of che Day being read for recciving the M 
Report of the Committee on the ManafaCtures, 1 28,—Movc L 
ſome Reſolutions in Favour of, 139.—+eply to the Object- re 
ons againſt Protecting Duties, 1 39.— Intruduces a Claule in fo 
the Paving Bill to incloſe the New Gardens with Iron Pallla- 20 
does, 15 2.—Supports Mr. Foſtei's Preſe-Bill, 164, 167— * 
Moves that the Conduct of the Deputy Serjeant at Arms to- Fe 
wards Matthe'y Carey was cautious, firm and humane, 155.— 22 


Supports the propoſed Addreis to the Lord Lieutenant, 212. 
Glases, Bill tor preventing witiia a certain Diftance rem 
5 ublin, Procecdings on, d. — Heceives the Royal Aſſent, 226- 
Cali, Bill fer regulating of, rea, 95.—Reperted, 119. —Agreed 
to by the Lords, 169. Kecelves the Royal Alient, 227. Vor. 
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Geld and Silver Plate, Aſſay of, Committee appointed to enquire 

into the Frauds practiſed in, 13.—Proceedings on the Bill for 
regulating, 102.—The Bill receives the Royal Aﬀent, 227. 
Golaſmiths, Petition from the Corporation of, preſented by Al- 
derman Warren, 102. 


Gwe, Colonel, ſupports the Bill for diſqualifying Lord Strang- 


ford from voting as a Peer, 195. 


„ Grattan, Rt. Hon; Henry, removes an Imputation that had been 
= thrown on Lord Northingron's Government, relative- to the 
he Chancellorſbip of the Exchequer, 30. — His Speech on the 
de Motion for committing the Parliamentary Reform Bill, 83.— 
t1- His Speech on reporting the Reſolutions of the Committee ap- 
ill pointed to take into —— the Revenue Expences, 
Me 106,—Moves to prevent the Grant of any future additional 
* Salary to Cuſtom Officers, 111. His Reſolution for reſtrain- 
| of ing the n in granting Salaries is negatived, 118.— 
ul Approves of the Clauſe in Mr. Foſter's Preſs- Bill, for obliging 
0. the Printer ot Proprietor of every News- paper to ſet his Name 


to it, 166. Supports tlie Propoſed Addrefs to the Lord Lieu- 
to neee | | | 
Greene, Mr. 2 the Motion for an Augmentation of the 
e 


Bounty on the Carriage of Corn, 8.—Oppoſes the Injuſtice of 
and artially taxing the Nation for the Convenience of the City of 
i800 Dublin, 91.—The enormous Income ariſing from the Tolls 
ged, applied impropetly, 16. 


Greene, Rt. Hon. Thomas, the Conduct of ordered to be en- 
quired into, 143.—The Committee reſolve he has not acted 


of the City, 148.—ls cenſured, [50- - 
Griffith, Mr. ſupports the Motion for an Augmentation of the 
Bounty on Corn, 9 Speech in Favour of Protecting Du- 
ties, 132.—Defends the Liberty of the Preſs, 154.—Supports 
Mr. Holmes's Motion for a Bill to compel Creditors to allow a 
Maintenance to thoſe they kept in Priſon, 171.—Defends the 
Liberty of the Subject, on the Examination of Matthew Ca- 
rey, 192, 143.—His Speeches on Lord Kilwarlin's Motion 
for an Addreſs of Thanks to the Lord Lieutenant, 201, 203, 
205,—Gives Notice of his Intention of moving an Addreſs to 
his Majeſty, 213, 214, 215.—Clofes with a Yropoſal of Mr. 
Foſter, and the Reſolutions for an Addreſs are aſſented to, 
W | 709; ny 
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with the Caution and Prudence becoming the chief Magiſtrate . 


n 


H. 
4 Mr. Secretary, explains the Duty of Cuſtom Officers, 


Hard Liber Law found ineffectual, 


Hartley, Mr. ſupports Motion for —* a Bounty on the Ex- 
portation of Corn, 2. r for a wor upon Land-Carri- 
age of Wheat to 2 by ,—Oppoſes a =" in the Re- 
venue Bill, propaſed by Mr. Corry, 29.—$upports a Motion 
to reduce the Poſtage of Letters, 1. .- Moves for Leave to 
bring in a Bill for the Importation of Spices directly from Hol- 

land, 35.—Votes far committing the Þ 22 orm 
Bal becauſe inſtructed to do it by his Conſtituents, 76.—Diſ- 
approves of Sir John 14 s. Paving Bill, as an Infringe- 
ment of the Rights of the Citizens, 104.—Sy ports Mr. Gar- 
diner? 8 n 10 1 of the Manufa ature of Ireland, 
130.,—Reports from the Committee appointed to enquire into 
te dtate of the 18 of Induſtry, 15 3.—Preſents à Petition 
rom the Manufacturers of Dublin, 155.— Supports Mr. Grif- 
fith's Motion for an Addreſs to his Majeſty, on the — 5 
— f ge As 217- 
N Henry, moves to reduce the propoſed P Ly 
ters, 3 5 bs” rts from t mmittee. to take into 
. a Bill for building a Goal in the City of Dinan, 


34-—Supports Mr. Gardiner's Moxion for ProteQing Duties, 


oo Mr. ſeconds a gion for an Addreſs declaring the 
Approbation of the Lore 8 $ N 

Hondo rnd d Pedlars Bill for 1 Proceedings on, % 102, 
143-—Recezves the Ro oyal Aſſent, 225. 

Hayes, Mr. preſents a Bill for the FroteRion and Improvement of 
* inland Fiſheries of E 43: .—Oppoſes the committing 

the Pirkamentary Reform B it, 01 Re ports from the Com- 

2 on the inland Fiſhery Bill, 95 —Freſent a Petition 
3 of an undue Election for tinglaſs, 168. 
Hempen Manufature, an AQ for the Encouragement of, agreed to 
by the Lords, 170.—Receiyes the Royal Aſſent, 22 

| Hewitt, Mr. his Speech on the Motion for committing the Parlia- 


Reform Bill, Mr. Gri abe Mori for an 
Altec to his W, e . preſent ituation of 'Aﬀair, 


Holland, Bill for the Importation of Spices from, 35.—Paſſed, and 
ordered to the Lords, 102. 
Helmes, Mr. moves for the Bill for regulating the Goals of the 


— read, 95. Moves far a Bill to oblige Creditors 


ey 


. 
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to afford a Maintenance to thoſe they kept in Priſon, 170, 


171. 

Hes additional Duty on, Report in the Bill for, 35.— Read a 
third Time, ed, and ordered to the Lords, 102.—Receives 
the Royal Aſſent, 225. 

Houghers, Bill for the Puniſhment of, preſented by General Lut- 
trell, 95.— Report from the Committee, 105,—AQ agreed to 
by the Lords, with Amendments, 170. —Receives the Royal 
Aﬀent, 227. 

Houſe of Induftry, Report from the Committee appointed to en- 
quire into the State of, 15 3. 

Hutchinſon, Rt. Hon. John Hely. See Provweft, 

Hutchinſon, Mr. his Speech on the Motion for committing the 
Parliamentary Reform Bill, 56.—Reports from the Committee 
appointed to conſider of the Bill for eftabliſhing a Phyſical 
School, 100, 


I. 


tation of Spices directly from Holland, Bill moved for, 35. 
— — an es to the Lords, 102. * 
[mpofition practiſed by a Toll-Gatherer, 102. 

Indemnity Act of, receives the Royal Aﬀent, 227. 

Inland Fiſberies of Ireland, Proceedings relative to, 38, 43, 94s 
95.— The Bill for the Improvement and Protection of receives 
the Royal Aſſent, 227. 

Inland Nawigation, Duties on Carriages ordered tobe appropriated 
to the Uſe of, 97, 101. 

Iifolvent Bill, Proceedings on, 12, 35, 85, $6, 87, 92, 119g 


144. 170. | 
Inſpectors of Linen Yarn, Bill for appointing, Proceedings on, 120, 
143. 
122 91 of Money, an AQ to remove Doubts and Scruples with reſ- 
pect to, receives the Royal Aſſent, 228. ä 
Jenes, Mr. William Todd, ſupports the Motion for Protecting 
Duties, 142.—Oppoſes Mr. Foſter's Bill for ſecuring the Li- 
berty of the Preſs, 165,—Oppoſes Addreſs of I hanks to the 
Lord Lieutenant, 199. | | 

lreland and America, Act for facilitating the Trade and Inter- 
courſe between, receives the Royal Aiſent, 225. 

Tuftice, Deiays of, Bill to prevent, paſſed, and ordered to the 
Lords, 168.—Receives the Royal Aﬀent, 228. 

Tuftices of the Peace, Bill for aſcertaining the Qualification of, 
Proceedings on, 38, 91.—Keport from the Committee, 98.— 

The Report agreed to, and the Bill ordered to be engroſſed, #51 
—Receives tlie Royal Aiſent, 226. 


Ra 


een D R. X. 


5 * s * 
FE , * 1 C tw +47 * 3 
ln - 3 C3 $20NSASIATEL e! 


K. 


Kearney, Mr. fupports the Motion for committing the Parliz- 
_ mentary Reform Bill, 55. - K Pr 
Kilkenny, Petition from the- City of, praying a Reform in the 
... preſent State of the Repreſentation of the People in Parliament, 
_ preſented to the Houſe, 40. F 
Kikuarlin, Lord, propofes an Addreſs declaratory of the Houſe's 
Approbation of * Co Lieutenant's Adminiſtration, 199.— 
Reports from the Committee, 203. 1 | | 


3 


Lamp Maney, Reſolutions relative to, moved by Sir John Bla- 
quiere, 104. OR | 
Langriſbe, Sir Hercules, ſhews the Advantage ariſing from the 
Duties on imported Woollens,, 29—His Speech on the Motion 
for committing the Parliamentary Reform Bill, 49.—0n the 
Addreſs expreſſive of the Houſe's Approbation of the Lord 

Lieutenant's Adminiſtration, 208. : 
Latouche, Mr. moves that the Tax of one Shilling per Ton on 
Coals imported, ſhould be continued till the Year 1810, 94. 
e Mr. See Deputy Serjeant at Arms. oy 
Bels, Bill to prevent the Publication of falſe, ſeditious and 
| Nlanderous, preſented by Mr. Foſter, 153. 
Liberty of the Preſs, Bill to ſecure, preſented by Mr. Foſter, 164. 
' —Ordered to be printed, 155.—Debates on, i 57, 165.,—Pal- 
ſed, and ordered to the Lords, 168.—Agreed to by the Lords, 
without Amendment, 169.—Receives the Royal Aſſent, 228. 
Limerich, City of, Bill for ereQting a new Goal in, Proceedings 
relative to, 34.—Receives the Royal Aſſent, 226. PR: 
Linen ManufaQure, Bill for the Improvement of, brought in by 
Mr. Foſter, 94.— The Bill to reſtrict the Bounty on the Expor- 
tation read, 153.— The Act for the Encouragement of Linen 
Manufacture agreed to by the Lords, 170.—Receives the Royal 
Aſſent, 227. 8 | 5 
Linen Yarn, Bill for appointing Inſpectors of, Proceedings on, 
120, 143. 
Lird 8:48 the Speech of, to both Houſes of Parliament, 230. 
Lerd Mayer of Dublin, a Committee appointed to enquire into the 
Conduct of, 143.—Reported by Mr. Foſter, 146,—Is cenſured 
by a Majority of 35 to 7,—150. ON 


her, Mr. reports from the Committee to conſider a Bill re- 


lative to the Salvage of Ships and Goods ſtranded, 40. —Sup- 
ports the Parliamentary Reform Bill, 78. 

Eutrell, General. —His Speech on the Motion that the Chancel- 
lor of the Exchequer and the Mafter of the Rolls ſhould be Re- 
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ſidents in the Kingdom, 87.—Prefents to the Houſe a Bill for 
proſecuting Offenders called Houghcrs, 96. Moyes that the 
Clerks of the Honſe aſcertain their Fees on private Bills, y. 
—Oppoſes a Clauſe in the Paying Bill, 146.— juſtifies Mr, 
Foſter's Preſs Bill, and points out the Enormitics of ſome 
Dublin News-Papers, 163. 


T N 11 1 :» IM 


Magiſtrates County, Bill for the Qualification of, Proceedings 
on, 35, 91.—Report from the Committee, 98.— The Report 
agreed to, and the Bill ordered to be engroſſed, 98. 

Mogiflrates of Dublin, Committee appointed to enquire into the 
Conduct of, 143. : | 

a Malt by Meaſure, an AQ for buying and ſelling, agreed to by 

.the Lords, 169.—Receives the Royal Aſſent, 227. | 

" „ 1-5 ap and Manzfactures, Proceedings of the Houſe re- 

ive to, 8. 

he Merfbalſee in the City of Limerick, an Act for building of, re- 

rd ceives the Royal Aſſent, 226. 

on 


Moſar, Mr. oppoſes the bringing in a Bill for the more equal 

Repreſentation of the People, 22.—Preſents a Petition of the 

Clerks of the Peace of the City of Dublin, relative to Fees, 35. 

His Speech on the Motion for commicting the Parliamentary 

nd Reform Bill, 43.—Oppoles the bill for making Tullamore 

the Aſſize Town of the King's County, 93.— Defends the 

Conduct of the Officers of the Revenue, 17 —Oppoſes the 

Motion for Protecting Duties, 139,—Supports Mr. Foſter's 
Prefs Bill, 163. ; 

45, Mr. ſupports Mr, Flood's Parliamentary Reform Bill, 


79. So 
Milynenx, Mr. defends the Liberty of the Preſs, EA the 
Motion for committing the Parliamentary Reform Bill, 60.— 
Moves that the Chancellor of the Exchequer and the Maſter 
of the Rolls ought to be reſident in the Kingdom, 87.— His 
Speech on the Examination of Matthew Carey, 173, 174.— 
Oppoſes an Addreſs of Approbation of the Lord Lieutenant's 
Adminiſtration, . 200, 203, 205.— Moves that the Appoint- 
ment of a Preſident of the Council, with a Salary, was dero- 
gatory to the Houſe, and uſeleſs to the Kingdom, 203. 
Matgemery, Mr. of ; Cavan, propoſes an Exception in the Bill 
for the Qualification of County Magiſtrates, in Favour of ſome 
particular Places, /39,—Supports Mr. Flood's Motion to com- 
mit the Parliamentary Reform Bill, 60... _ 8 
Dupe Montgomery, Mr. of Donegall, ſupports the Liberty of the Preſs, 
| er the Prefs Bill a moſt deſpetate and violent Aim 
4 toſubyert the Conſtitution, 157. 


1 N D R X. 
Moore, Mr. ſes the Motion for committing the Parliamen- 
da Reform Bill, 6. 


N. 


Naturalization Bill, Report from the Committee relative to, 35, 
— Receives the Royal Aſſent, 226. 

Navigation Inland, Duties on Carriages ordered to be applied to 
the Uſe of, 97. | 

Newenbam, dis Edward, his Character of the Lord Chancellor, 

38.— His Speech on the Motion for committing the Parliamen- 
tary Reform Bill, 59. — Seconds Mr. Mol yneux's Motion for 

the Reſidency of the Chancellor of the Exchequer, and the 
Maſter of the Rolls, 3 the Bill for ſecuring the 
Liberty of the Preſs, 157. His Speech on the Examination of 
William Bingley, 197 - Moves that Bingley be diſcharged 
without paying any Fees, ib. His Speech on the Enquiry into 
the Conduct of the Deputy uns at Arms, 185. 
an Addreſs of Thanks to a L Lieutenant, under whoſe 
Adminiſtration a Reform of Repreſentation and ProteQing 
Duties were denied in the moſt ungracious and inſulting Man- 
ner, 211.— Supports Mr. Griſfith's Motion for an to hit 
Majeſty, on the preſent Situation of Affairs, 218:—Speech on 
Sir Edward Crofton's Motion, that the Crown Solicitor attend 
at the Bar, 224. ; 

New Ga#dens to be incloſed with Iron Pallifadoes,. 15 3. 

News- Papers, the Printers or Proprietors of, obliged to ſet their 
Names to, by the Act for ſecuting the Liberty of the Prefs, 
184, 157, 165. 5 

Meigen Earl of, an Imputation thrown on his Government, 
relative to a Bargain with Mr. Hamilton, the Chancellor of 
the Exchequer, removed by Mr. Grattan, 30. 


O. 


O Brien, Sir Lucius, — en a Clauſe for allowing Premium 
for ſeizing Clandeſtine Stills, 1 1,-—Supports' the propoſed Pu- 
_ liamentary Reform, 12,—Recommends the -patſing of ſome 
Reſolutions propoſed by Mr. Grattan, to retrench the Revenue 
Expences, 117.,—Vindicates the Condu& of the Charter 
Schools, „ . a Clauſe in Mr. Foſter's Bill for ſe- 
- curing the Liberty of the Preſs, 155. ; 
Ogęle, Mr. ſupports a propoſed” Clauſe for allo Premiums for 
ſeizing clandeſtine. Stilts, 1 1.—Supports Mr. Flood's Motion 
for committing the Parliamentary Reform Bill, 64,—Move 
2 Clauſe for the Iuland Fiſhery Bill, to puniſh Perſons prevent 


** 


* 
or 
he 
he 
of 
ed 
to 
ſts 
oſe 
ing 
an- 
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ing Fiſh from ſpawning to be puniſhed, 95.—Ohtains an Ex- 
emption for Carriages of Burthen from being taxed, 104.— 
Oppoſes the Motion for Protecting Duties, 141. 

N Mr.— Moves to poſtpone entering on the Poſt-Office 

Hy | | 

O*Nei!, Rt. Hon. John, 95. g 

Orde, Rt. Hon. Thomas, explains the Buſineſs relative to a 
propoſed Penſion to the Chancellor of the Exchequer, 30.— 
Acquaints the Houſe with the Lord Lieutenant's Compliance 
with their Addreſs, requeſting him to offer a Reward for the 
Diſcovery of the Perſons who had tumultuouſly broke into the 

Houſe, 147.—Alfo fordiſcovering and apprehending the Writers, 
Publiſhers and Printers of the Volunteers Journal, 148.—Op- 
poſes addreſſing his Majeſty on the preſent Situation of Affairs, 
217, 221.— Reports the Lord Lieutenant's Anſwer to» the 
Addreſs of the Houſe, 225. 

Ofborne, Sir Thomas, —Oppoſes the Bill for ſecuring the Liber- 
ty of the Preſs, 161. 


P. 


Parliament, Privileges of, Bill for explaining, ordered, 94.— 
-=x and committed, 102.—Paſſed and ſent to the Lords, 
168. 

Parliamentary Reform, Proceedings relative to, 8, 12, 13, 35 
36, 37» 40, 43» 100. 

Parnell, Sir John, 24, 25, | 

Parſons, Mr. moves an Amendment to the Motion for laying an 
additional Duty on old Drapery, 132. | 

Perſons, Sir William, 93. | 

Paving Bill withdrawn by Mr. Corry, 93.—The neceſſity of ſome 
temporary Repairs to paving the Streets of Dublin ſhewn by 

Sir Lobe Blaquiere, 95, 103. -A Petition of the Citizens again 

the Paving Bill preſented by Alderman Warren, 144.— Further 
Proceedings thereon, 145, 151, 155. | 

Pedlars and Hawkers, Bill for licenſing, Proceedings on, 96, 102, 
143.—Receives the Royal Aﬀent, 225. ; | 

Phyfical School, Bill for Eſtabliſhing, Proceedings relative to, 98, 
100, 102, 103, 180, 181. oe 

Plate, Gold and Silver Aſſay of, Committee appointed to enquire 
into the Frauds practiſed in, 13. 

Planting Timber Trees, Bill to amend the Laws for the Encour- 
agement of, Proceedings on, 99.— The act agreed to by the 
Lords, with Amendments, 1970.—lIt receives the Royal Aſ- 
ſent, 226. i ae | * ee. 

Pulice of Dublin, Bill for ſettling, Proceedings on, 86, 98, 144. 
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Penſonby, Rt. Hon. John, preſents a Petition in behalf of the 
Charter Schools, 86.—Moves for an Addreſs to the Lord Lieu- 
tenant for Aid, 119, | | 
Penſonby, Sir William, oppoſes the Bill for making Tullamore 
the Aſſize Town of the King's County, 93. 
Peer, an AQ for the Badging of the, receives the Royal Aſſent, 


226. 1 

Pel- Office, an Iriſh, - Bill preſented for eſtabliſhing, 12.— Pro- 
ceedings in, 31.— Receives the Royal Aﬀent, 225. 

Preſs, Bill to ſecure the Liberty of, preſented by Mr. Foſter, 154. 
—Ordered to be printed, 155.—Debates on, 157, 165.— 
Paſſed, and ordered to the Lords, 168.—Agreed to by the 

Lords without Amendment, 169.—Receives the Royal 
Aſſent, 228. | | - | 

Prime derieant.— Oppoſes the bringing in a Bill for the more equal 
Repreſentation of the People, 20. Vindicates Lord Northing- 

ton's Adminiſtration in the Negociation concerning the Chan- 
cellorſhip of the Exchequer, 31.—Speech on Mr. Grattan's 
reporting the Reſolutions of the Committee appointed to con- 
ſider of the Kevenue Expences, 116.—On the Paving Bill, 
145.—Supports the Bill for ſecuring the Liberty of the Prefs, 
155, 163.—Alfo that for diſqualifying Lord dtrangford, 195, 
—»peech on a Motion for the Attendance of the Deputy Town 
Major, 197. = x 

Privileges of Parliament, Bill for explaininz, moved for and order- 
ed, 94. - Read and committed, 102.—breach of, Proceedings 
on, 143.— Paſſed, and ſent to the Lords, 168. 

Pratecting Duwes, Proceedings relative to, 12, 122, et ſeq. 132. 

Prateflant S., Act fot the Encouragement of, agreed to by 
the Lords, 143. CTY | 1 

Prox eſt, the, detends the Liberty of the Preſs, J. —Sbews the 
Neceſſity of neẽ Regulations of the Poſt-Office, 34.— Procced- 

ings of the Houſe on his Bill for exempting from Fees Perſons 
acquitted of Crimes by Verdict, or diſcharged by Proclamation, 
40, 96.— His Defence of the Bill, 41.—Reports from the Com- 
mittee, 85.— Moves a Clauſe for the inland Fiſbery Bill, 94. 
Moves for a Clauſe to exempt from Taxation the Coals 
brought to the public Coal Yards, 95. — Moves an Amendment 
4 * a'Clauſe in the Bill for eſtabliſhing a Phyſical- School, 98.— 
indicates his Conduct with regard to that Bill, 101.—Sup- 
ports Mr. Ponſonby's Motion in Behalf of the Charter-Schools, 
119. —Oppoſes the Clauſe for aſcertaining the. Saiary of a 
Chamberlain to the Linen- Hall, 1 20.—His Speech, explanatory 
of the Bill for eſtabliſuing a Phyſical-School, 180.—0n the Bill 
for diſqualifying Lord Viſcount Strangford from voting either 
perſonaily or by Proxy, as a Peer, 188. ; © ES 
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9nalifications of Juſtices of the Peace, Bill for aſcertaining, Pro- 
ceedings on, 38, 91.— Report from the Committee, 98.— The 
Report agreed to, and the Bill ordered to be engtoſſed, 16.— 
Receives the Royal Aſſent, 226. 


/ 
R. 


Receivers of Stolen Goods, Bill for the better Puniſhment of, read, 
' 143.—Agreed to by the Lords, 169.—Receives the Royal 
Alſent, 227. | 

Recorder, the, ſupports entering into a Committee on Mr. Gar- 
diner's Motion for ProteQting Duties, 132.—Reprobates the 
Paving Bill, as a Syſtem of "Tyranny and Opprethon, 152.— 
Oppoles Mr. Foſter's Bill for ſecuring the Liberty of the Preſs, 
159, —Oppoles the propoſed Addreſs to the Lord Lieutenant, 
210,—Rephles to the Solicitor General, 211. | 

Rents, an Act for the more eaſy Recovery of, receives the Royal 
Aſſent, 226. 

Repreſentation, equal, of the People in Parliament, Proceedings 
relative to, 8, 12, 13, 35, 36, 37, 40, 43, 199- 

Refidence of the Clergy, Bill to compel, ordered, on the Motion 
of Mr. Foſter, 101.—Reported by Mr. ]. Wolfe, 146.—Or- 
dered to be engroſſed, 147,—Agreed to by the Lords, with 
Amendments, 170.—Recetves the Royal Aſſent, 227, 228. 

Revenue Bill, Proceedings on, 10,—Pailed, 87.—Receives the 
Royal Aſſent, 226. 


Revenue Expences, Proceedings relative to the, 106:—Report 
from the Committee, 150. 


Riots, Bill to puniſh Perſons guilty of, paſſed, and ordered to 
the Lords, 102. = 

Reads, an Act for making through the mountainous unimproved 
Parts of the Kingdom, receives the Royal Aſſent, 227. 

Riche, Sir Boyle. His Speech relative to the Conduct of Sir 
Veſey Colclough, 27.—On the Motion for committing the 
Parliamentary Reform Bill, 5 3,—Recommends to the Houſe 
to buy up all the ManufaQtures on Hands, to alleviate the Diſ- 
treſſes of the Poor, 1 31.—Supports the Faving Bill, i52: 

Rolls, Maſter of, that he ſhould be refident in the Kingdom moved 
for, 87.—Negatived, 89. | 

Kewley, Mr.,—Supports the Parliamentary Reform Bill, 78.— 

| N 82 Mr. Foiter's Bill for ſecuring the Liberty of the Preſs, 
165. | 

Rezal Afſent given to Bills, 225. 


. 
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Sail-Chih 38, Veſſels rigged with, alone entitled to the Bounty 
oh the Exportation of Liens, 153. — The AE relative to ex- 
plained by Mr. Foſter, 159. 

St. George, Mr.—Defends the Dublin Society, 156, 156. 

Salvage of Ships and Goods ſtranded, Proceedings relative to, 40, 
92.— The AQ for the Amendment of the Law in relation to, 

Fm the ors 5, ew 

eant at Arms Deputy, an Enquiry into his Conduct moved for 
176.—Debates on, 182, et 2 His Conduct voted cautious, 
firm, and humane, 186. 

Ships and Goods ffrunded, Proceedings relative to, 40, 92. 

Steffington, Hon. William John, reports from the Committee ap- 
zointed to enquire into the Expence of collecting his Majeſty's 
Revenue, 180. ce 

Smith, Counſtiior, ſupports Mr. Flood's Motion for committing 

the Parliamentary Reform Bill, 69. 3 

Smith,” Mr. of Limerick, oppoſes a Clauſe in the Bill for promot- 
ing the inland Fiſheries of Ireland, 38. | 

Soldrers houghed, Bill for the Support and Maintenance of, pre- 
ſented by General Luttrell, 96. l 

Scliriter GeneraPs Speech on the Bill for ſecuring the Liberty of 
the Preſs, 160.—On the Motion' for the Attendance of the 
Deputy Town Major, 198.—On a propoſed Addreſs of Thanks 
to che Lord Lieutenant, 211. - 

„ che, enforces an Order of the Houſe, that nd Member 
ſhould ſpeak more than once in a Debate, except for Explana- 


tion, 23, 83. b 
Speech of Lord Lieutenant to both Houſes of Parliament, 230. 
ices, Bill for the Importation' of direftly from Holland moved 
for, 35.— The Bill read a third Time, paſſed, and ordered to 
the Lords, 102.—Receives the Royal Aſſent, 226. 
Stewart, Mr. preſents a Petition from the County of Tyrone, re- 
lative to à Parliamentary Reform, 100. 
Stewart, Sir Anneſley, oppoſes the Bill for making Tullamore 
_ the Aſſizes Town of the — County, 93. Moves that 
Glaſs - Houſes ſhould not be ereded any where within the cir- 
cular Road, or 800 Yards ſtom the off-fide thereof, 98. 
Statutes,” temporary, an A&' fot reviving and continuing, agreed 
to by the Lords, 170.—Receives the Royal Aﬀent, 228. 
Stelen Geods, Receivers of, Bill for the better Puniſhing, read, 
-. .143,—Agreed- to by the Lords, 169.—Receives the Royal 
Aſſent, 227. | SC 
Strangford, Lord Viſcount, a Bill from the Lords diſqualifying 
from voting, Proceedings on, 187.— The Bill committed, 195. 


Further Proceedings on, 196,—Meſlage from the Lords of 
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their Concurrence with the Amendments of the Commons, 
199.—Receives the Royal Aſſent, 228. oy 

Suitors in Chancery or Exchequer, Act for depoſiting the Money 
or Effects of in the National Bank, agreed to by the Lords, 169. 
Receives the Royal Aſſent, 228. 

T. 

Temporary Statutes, an AQ for reviving and continuin eed to 
by the Lords, 170. —Receives the Royal Aſſent, — 

Timber Trees, Bill to amend the Laws for the Encouragement of 
planting, Proceedings on, 99.— The Act agreed to by the 
ng ua Amendments, 170.—Receives the Royal A- 

t. 220. 

Taler, Mr. preſents a Petition from the Freeholders of Ti r 
for a more equal Repreſentation of the People, 8.—Thioks 
ſuch Repreſentation not necelſary, 25.—Gives Notice of his 
Intention to bring in a Bill relative to hard Labour, 37.— 
Defends' the Provoſt's Bill for exempting from Fees Perſons 
acquitted of Crimes by Verdict, or diſcharged by Proclamation, 
49.—Speech on a propoſed Addreſs of Thanks to the Lord 
Lieutenant, 211. | 

Tell; of the Metropolis, Extortion in collecting of pointed out, i. 

Tullamore, Bill for making the Aſſizes Town of the King's Coun- 
ty, read, 93 | | | 

Tythes and Dues, Bill for the more ſpeedy Recovery of, moved 
for and ordered, 101. 

Tunnadine, John, AQ for the Relief of the Creditors: of, agreed to 
by the Lords, 169.—Receives the Royal Aﬀent, 227. 


U. 


United States of America, an Act for facilitating the Trade and 
2 between Ireland and, receives the Royal As- 
* 


ent, 225 5 
mteers ; Complaint made to the Houſe concernin 

144.—Reſolved to be a daring, falſe, ſcandalous, and ſedi- 
tious Libel, i4.—An Addreſs ordered to be preſented to the 
Lord Lieutenant, to offer a Reward for the apprehending of 
the Writers, Yubliſbers, and Printers, 145-— The Lord Lieu- 
tenant's Compliance therewith ſigni ned by Mr. Orde, 148.— 
Motion for the Printer to be brought to the Bar in the Cuitody 
of the Serieant at Arms, 151. — The Serjeant reports he had 
effected his Eſcape, 153.—An Addreſs moved for a Procla- 
mation offering a Reward for apprehending him, i©.—ls brought 
to the Bar, 17 1,—Examination, and Proceedings relative to, 
Iy1 to 179, 


* 
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Warren, Alderman, ſupports a Motion for a Bounty upon Land- 
Carriage of Wheat to Dublin, 3.—Propoſes a Clauſe to the 
Revenue Bill, to allow à Premium for the Seizure of clandeſ- 
tine Stills, 10.—Preſents a Petition reſpecting a Clauſe in the 
Corn Bill, 1 3.—Speech on the Bill for regulating the Police of 
the City of Dublin, 9! .— Moves a Clauſe for the inland Fiſhery 

Bill for protecting the ſpawn. from. Iſland Bridge to Poolbe 
Voves for a Clauſe to aſcertain the Bounty on the Land- 
iage of Malt, Barley, and Bere, 9g$.—Preſents a Bill 
for the lighting, watching, cleanſing, and paving of the City of 
Dublin, 101.—Preſents a Petition from the Foundetice to be 
exempted from the Duty ori Coals, ib.—Alfo from the Corpo- 
ration of Goldſmiths, praying for the Appointment of a 
Weigher and Drawer in the Aſſay Office, 102.— Points out 
the Miſchiefs that had ariſen. to the Public from the Paving 
Tax, 104.— Deſcribes the Diſtreſſes of the poor working 
Manufacturers in the Liberty, 131.—Preſents a Petition of 
the Citizens againſt the Paving Bill, 144, 151,,—Moyes for 
the Diſcharge of Matthew Carey, 175,—Recommends the 
- Conſideration of ſome Mode to prevent the Emigration of Ma- 
nufacturers, 198. ee I IT Ie WO nn 0 3 Gherg 
Waterford 1 Bill, paſſed, 87.—Receives the, Royal Aſ- 


4 


2 
Mays and Means, Committee to conſider of, their Report, 105. 
any, Mr. His Speech on Mr. Flood*s Motion for committing 
the 1 Reform. Bill, 75.—Proves Repreſentation to 
be the People's Pirthright, enjoyed in the Days of Alfred, and 
nurtured by the wifeft Prince of the Norman Line, 76. 
Weſtmeath Election, Petition preſented by Sir Benjamin Chapman 
relative to, 150. N 


* e, Mr. 9 Mr. Flood's Motion for committing the Par- 
. . Leform Bill, 60. Reports from the Committee 
: appointed to take into Conſideration a Bill for makin 
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Tozvar, Oeronzs 14, 1783. 


Tun E Lord Lieutenant being come to the Houſe, ſent 
a meſſage to the Commons, deſiring their attendance; who 
being come, the Lord Lieutenant deſired them to return 
and chuſe a Speaker, which they did, and having unani- 
mouſly choſen the Right Hon. Edmond-Sexten, Pery, their 


late Speaker, he was approved of by the Lord Lieutenant, 


when the Speaker (contrary to — old mode) declated in 
a ſhort, but eloquent ſpeech, his grateful feelings for the 
honour done him, and that he E the * Roſs 
arduous , with . | | 


2ͤĩ > FARLIAMENTARY 


His Excellency then delivered the rr Speech from 
che Throne 


My Lords and Gentlemen, 


It is with more than ordinary ſatisfaction that, 1 in obe- 
dience to his jcſty's commands, I meet you, in the full 
poſſeſſion and enjoyment of thoſe conſtimional and com- 
mercial advantages which have been ſo firmly eſtabliſhed 
in your laſt Parliament. The ſacred regard on the part 
of Great Britain to the adjuſtment made with Ireland at 
that period, kas been àbundantly teſified by Ihe moſt 
unequivocal proofs of ſincerity and good faith. 

» It will ever be my wiſh, as it is my duty, to promote 
the mutual confidence of hoth kingdoms, and the uniting 
them iw ſentimenis as they are in intereſt; ſuch- an union 
muſt produce the moſt ſolid advantages io both, and will 
add vigour and ftrength to the empire. 

I ſincerely congratulate you on the happy completion 
of his Majeſty's anxious endeavours to reſtore the bleſſings 
of peace to his faithful, people. The eſtabliſhment of pub- 
lic tranquillity is pecullarly favourable. at this period, and 
will naturally give ſpirit and effect to your commercial 
Purſuits. Both kingdoms are now enabled to deliberate 
with undivided attention on the ſureſt means of increaſing 
their proſperity, and reaping the certain fruits of recipro- 
cal affection. 

[ have-the higheſt ſatisſaction in acquainting yau of the 
increaſe of his Majeſty's domeſtic 3 by the birth 
of another Princeſs, Sas co 


>< as 


* Gentlemen of, the Houſe of Commant, 

1 have-ordered the proper officers to 7 the natioral 
accounts before you; from them you will be enabled to 
judge of the circumſtances of the, kingdoms; and I rely 
on your © wiſdom and: loyalty to make ſuch proviſion 35 
| hall be fitting ſor the honourable enen of his! Majeſty's 
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The miſeries of an approaching famine Have been aven- 
ed by the — of Divine Providence upon the meaſure 
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which the Privy Counſel adviſed; the good effect of 


which were ſoon viſible in the iminediate reduction of the 
price of grain and the influx of a valuable and neceſſary 
ſupply to the market. Any temporary inſringement of 
the laws to effect fuch ſalutary ends, will, 1 doubt bt, 
receive a parliamentary ſanction. 

Among the many important objects which demand your 
attention, I recommend to your conſideration laws for 
regulating the judicature of the Court of Admiralty, and 
for making a new eſtabliſhment of the Poſt Office. 

The Linen Manufacture being the ſtaple of your coun- 
ty, it is | needleſs for me to recummend perſeverance in 
the improvement of that moſt important article. 

The Fiſhery on your coaſts will claim your attention as 
a promiſing ſource of wealth to this kingdom; and the 
encouragements granted to it will no doubt be regulated 
by you in the manner moſt likely to produce the beft 
effect and leaſt ſubject to fraud and impoſition. 

The Proteſtant Charter Schools, an inſtitution founded 
in wiſdom and humanity, are alſo moft eminently entitled 
to your care. 

I recommend likewiſe to your attention the eodalle 
adopted by Government for providing an afſylum for the 
diſtreſſed Genevans. It well becomes the generofity of 
the people of Ireland to extend their protection to inge- 
nious and induſtrious men, who may prove a valuable 


acquiſition to this country, which they have preferred to 
their own. But in forming this eſtabliſhment, you will 


doubtleſs conſider it as a part of your duty to avoid unne- 
ceſſary expence, and ultimately to ſecure the utmoſt ad- 
vantages to your country. 

I anticipate the greateſt national benefits from the wiſdom 
and temper of Parliament, when I corffider that the Ge- 
neral Election has afforded you an opportumty of obſerving 
the internal circumſtances of the country, and of judging 
by what regulations you may beſt increaſe its induſtry, 
encourage its manufactures, and extend its commerce. 

In the ' furtherance of objeAQs ſo very deſirable to your- 
ſelves, I aſſure you of every good diſpeſition on my part; 
ſenſible that in no manner I can better fulfil the wiſhes 
and commands of our aa” Sovereign, than by contri- 
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buting to the welfare. and happineſs. of his loyal ſubjeds, 
With an honeſt ambition of meriting your good opinion, 
and with the warmeſt hope cf obtaining it, I have entered 
upon my preſent | arduous ſnvation z and with ſentiments 
pure and diſintereſted towards you, I claim _ advice, 
and rely rely upon your ſupport, 


The Lord Lieutenant being withdrawn. 161 
| Dr. Law, now Biſhop of Clonfert, was ig dead by 
two Biſhops, took the uſual oaths and his ſeat in the Houſe, 
as did likewiſe the Lords Leitrim, Harburton. and Landeff, 
after being reſpeQively introduced in the +uſual form. - 
His Grace the Duke of Leinfter, in a ſhort ſpeech, after 

ating the advantages granted to this kingdum from his 
Majeſty's ſpontaneous royal favour, ee an Addealy of 
Thanks to his Majeſty. _ 

Lord AMountmorres.—lt is 0 longs my Henk, — l 
have had the honour. of addreſſing, myſelf to your Lordſhips, 
or indeed of turning my thoughts to any thing of a public 
and political nature, that it is with reluQance 1 appear 
before you upon the preſent occaſion, and raiſe wy _ 
once more within theſe walls. 

After ſo long an abſence, I ſhall, 1 hape, be > RP 
to uſe a prefatory word, upon the events that have paſſed 
in a period, diſtinguiſhed by ſuch rapid revolutions of 
Government, ſuch fluctuations of Adminiſtr ation. 
Upon that head, my Lords, with regard to a late Vice- 
Toy, who is now at the head of admiaiſtration in another 
country; upon that I can ſay but little; —of their pro- 
miſes, of their engagements, of their fulfilling their profeſ- 
fions, of their conſiſtency, in and out of place, of their 
regard to their friends, of their gratitude to thoſe who 
have remained firm and attached to them in the hour of 


trial and in the day of adverſity z; upon all theſe points 1 


am rot competent to ſpeak, for I know. nothing of them. 
One meaſure of theirs I muſt advert to, I ſpeak of it 
from what I have learned, through the medium of the 
public prints, when I was abroad; if it be as repreſented, 
. had the ſame. principle pervaded their Adminiſtration, that 

operated in depriving a worthy gentleman of the long robe 
of his place, (Mr. Cappinger) the people of this country 
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would have reafon to recollect and apply that well known 
ſtory, which is told of a favourite of King Willam—the 
firſt Earl of 'Portland—a ſtory which, I make no doubt, 
your Lordſhips have often heard: A noble Lord near me 
ſays he has not heard it: I know not whether it be worth 
repeating ; but the ſtory is this :—When the firſt Earl of 
Portland had obtained a grant of lands in the principality. 
of Wales, he went down to take poſſeſſion of them, and 
thought proper to uſher his introduction among the country 
gentlemen by a ſpeech ; but not underſtanding the Eng- 
Lih language correAly, he miſtook one word for another, 


and ſaid, Gentlemen, I am come down here for all your 


goods. Upon which à country gentleman, a plain man, 
who was ſtanding by, ſaid, “ Yes, my Lord, we believe 


« your Lordſhip; that you are come down for our goods, and 


« for our chattles alſo.” - | 

But, my Lords, there was an appointment of the greateſt 
importance, a great military deſignation in this country, 
which nothing could have juſtified under the circumſtances 


which attended ii. I will not enter into it now; the 


ſence of that general—<motives of politeneſs and —— 
forbid me to wound the ears of the unfortunate. 

But, my Lords, leaving aſide the cabals of Government 
and the changes of Adminiſtration, I am now to ſpeak in 2 
higher ſtrain, and to aſſume a more dignified tone. 

Lam io felicitate myſelf, that I have the honour to ad- 
dreſs myſelf to your Lordſhips, ſitting at length in the ſeats 
of your anceſtors, in the plenitude of your privileges; I am 
to congratulate your Lordſhips upon the independence of 
our Parliament, I am to congratulate you upon the L1n E- 
RALITY OF TOLERATION, EXTENDED TO OUR 
CATHOLIC FELLOW SUBJECTS; not but that I wiſh 
to ſee it EXTENDED FURTHER, and to fee them put 
upon AN FQUAL FOOTING:WITH OTHER SUBJECTS: 
in a word I wiſh to lay no other reſtraint upon them than 
what the non- jurors are ſubjected to, and I wiſh to ſee the 
caths relaxed, ſo as to enable them to ſerve in our armies : 
What has fighting to do with religion? Why do we debar 
ourſelves of the ſervice of thoſe brave men, which every 
other country in Europe profits by, but ourſelves ? Com- 
pulſion has failed to make converts z why not employ gen · 
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tleneſs and perſuaſion? Why are not the oaths relaxed, fo 
as to enable them tom enter into our learned ſeminaries, in. 
rad, of ſeeking for education in foreign countries 

My Lords, that part of the Viceroy's Speech which men- 
tions the Genevans, leads me to congratulate you upon 
the liberal aſylum offered to theſe unfortunate emigrants, 
whether the economy adviſed, will be attended to here, 
r tell; but adminiſtration in another country, aſter 
a-fulſome paragraph i in the public prints, have given them 
no aſſiftance from England; for it was held forth there, 
that Mr. Secretary Fox had ordered a frigate to bring them 

.overifrom. Oflend to Waterford; they arrived at Oſtend, 
but the appointment was not kept. Two of them came 
over in a. ſhip with me; a conſiderable number of them 
took their paſſage in a veſſel hired at Rotterdam, in a tem- 
peſtuous ſeaſon. I hope, however, every thing may be 
-Propiticus to their atrival in this country, yes 9 
the neglect of Adminiſtration., | , 

Jexpedted, my Lords, to have heard ſomething ſaid, as 
was reported, in the Speech of this day, about the — 
meeting of the Iriſh Parliament: I am diſappointed in that 
reſped; but I take the liberty of informing your Lordſhips 
that I ſhall ſeize the firſt opportunity of laying before your 
Lordihips a declaration. of the rights of the fubject; the 
principal object of which ſhall be the annual meeting of 
the Iriſh. Parliament, I ſhould not preſume to volunteer 
upon a ſubjeR of ſuch importance, if the plan was not 
traced upon your journals, by the memorable en of 
your Lordſhips anceſtors at the revolution. 

And now, my Lords, I ſhall come to the ſubjeQ before 
vou: I do not think, my Lords, the Addreſs ſufficiently 
> of gratitude to his. Majeſty, and to the late mi- 
niſters; and therefore I have the honour of prefefring the 
following amendment to your Lordſhips conſideration. - 
And we beg leave to repeat our grateful and warmeſt 
acknowledgments for the bleflings of peace, procured to vs 
. through your Majeſty's paternal goodneſs, aided by the wiſe 
councils and great abilities of your Majeſty's miniſters; 
a peace which we muſt conſider, upon the matureſt deli- 
beration, to be the beſt that the relative or comparative 
ſtate of the empire would admit of, and in which no more 
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has been conceded, than what was indiſpenſably neceſſary 


to IN it advantageous to your Majeſty, and to yu 
e 

OE enter into the ſubject the more willingly, bn 
ſtrange miſrepreſentations have gone forth, that we were 
not included in the Britiſh treaties, under the general de- 
ſignation of Britiſh ſubjects, in conſequenee of the inde- 
pendence of our legiſlature ; the very reverſe of which 
propoſition is the truth, as your Lordſhips welt know, who 
have heard the Portugal treaty inveſtigated. 

Upon a ſubjeR of this kind, I fear I ſhall be tedious; 
but as I happened to be in France at a critical period, be- 
fore the late pacification, and as chance and the unmerited 
politeneſs I experienced, threw me into the firſt line of 
company, and the ordinary habits. of my life induced me 
to mix with all claſſes and deſcriptions of men the obſer- 
vations which naturally flow from me on this occaſion, 
will, have the graces of novelty, the charms of truth and 
authenticity to recommend mom to your Lordſhips conſi- 
deration. ' 

No country, perhaps, my Lords ever found-itſelf in 
ſuch- a ſituation as England was in, previous to the laſt 
peace z—at war with our own colbnies—with three of the 
moſt'powerful ſtates in Europe—the whole indeed of Eu- 
rope either openly or ſecretly combined againſt her (for the 
armed neutrality was à concealed war 3) in a word the old 
world drawn in by degrees, allied to the new, and con- 
ſpiring her downfall and humiliation. 

The efforts that ſhe made for exiſtence, not for empire, 
excited admiration, but conſumed her vitals, and exhauſted 
her interior ſtrength and remaining refources. «) 

Phe annals of modern times may be ranſacked in vain 
for a parallel fituation'z the league of Cambray, the union 
of Spain, France, the Pope und the Emperor. againſt the 
Venetians, may bear the neareft*reſemblancez;but Venice 
was at peace with herſelf, and had no colonies to contend 
with. Her wiſdom enabled her to detach apart of the 
combination; and ſow diſſention among the allies; inſtead 
of enereaſing her foes, like the Englich miniſter, with ce- 
gard to Holland, by new and unneceſſary proyocations. i. 
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The Venetians, your Lordſhips know, never recovered 
their former ſplendor. Whether wiſdom may yet heat the 
wounds which folly has inflited—whether England may 
recover her former ſituation, is in the womb of time, but 
this may be propheſied, without much forecaſt, that ſuch 
will not be the lot of the preſent Adminiſtration the rut 
will not cure the wound which the ſpear has inflited ; the 
declining days of the miniſter wil not rectify the miſchief of 
the meridian of his life. 

The coalition has deprived thoſe of credit and oPinion, 
who once poſſeſſed it, but cannot give it to thoſe who have 
ſo long forfeited the public eſtimation. 

While reconciliation with America is the —_ truth 
Pronounced by the greateſt commercial body in England— 
by the city of London in their Addreſs to the Throne—as 
the only means left to ſave their country from deſtruc- 
tion z what muſt the judicious think of the promoter of the 
American ny reſtored to power by his quandam oppo- 
NHents?- 

Nothing, I am ſure, of his former conduct denotes hi 
conciliating powers; if the 'Britiſh armies patroled the con- 
tinent of America, like David Simple, looking for friends, 

and if with more good fortune than his, they found ſome, 
I ſhould think it has been clearly proved that they did not 
leave any behind them. 

But, my Lords, be that ag it may, ſuch was the de 
„Andie ſituation of the Britiſh empire, when the abilities 
of the late Adminiſtration procured us the bleſſings of a ne- 
_— and as, and reſcued it from deſtruc- 


pen fo great 2 part of the Britiſh empire has been 
Topped off, it will be difficult to conſider. any peace that 
Has been attended with ſuch 1 as meritorious. 
But, my Lords, it deſerves attention, and it is a truth that 
cannot be too much inſiſted upon; American independenoe 
was a meaſure that took place in the eſtimation of the 
judioious at home and abroad long before the avowed in- 
terſerence uf France and Spain. As to American indepen- 
- dericey thetefore, which was effected by American refit 
ance alone; * — of it was all the mini- 
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fers cenceded, and ought not to influence the merits of the 
peace now under your Lordſhips conſideration. 

My Lords, I know it from the beſt authority, that the 
American Ambaſſadors had been a year in France, with- 
out being received in a public character; but that, the 
very morning after the news of General Burgoyne's defeat 
had arrived at Paris, they were ſent for, and had their pri- 
vate audience of the Secretary of State, when the treaty of 
alliance was immediately ſet on foot, as with an indepen- 
dent ſtate; and your Lordſhips may remember, that one of 
the moſt intelligent upon American affairs (the author of 
the adminiſtration of the colonies) pronounced, in the 
Houſe of Commons in England, that America never would 
* return under the dominjon of Great Britain; that 

he wiſhed them to turn their eyes from their ideal to their 
real ſituation, and not be amuſed with falſe ſuggeſtions and 
deſigned miſrepreſentations; ſo that I am founded in opi- 
nion, in faying that American independence was conſidered 
by the judicious, at home and abroad, as exiſting long 
beſore the interference of France and Crain. 

Upon ſuch a ſubject, my Lords, as this, there is much 
room for amplification. What effects American indepen- 
dence will have, may be a ſubject of much diſquiſition-. I 
cannot help obſerving here that an idea prevails, that it 
is in contemplation to open the trade of the whole world 
by general convention, and to deſtroy local reſtrictions and 
monopolies, How far it is practiable—how far it is com- 
patible with port duties—whether exciſes would not an- 
ſwer the end better whether it might not be greatly for 
the advantage of Great Britain, and the only means of 
regaining the trade of America—and -whether England 
would not be the foremoſt competitor for her commerce; 
all thoſe are ſubjects of too deep and weighty. diſquiſition 
for a plain man, like me, to enter into. An excellent 
writer on the wealth of nations, is, your Lordſhips know, 
paſſionately fond of the idea; on the other fide of' the 
queſtion, an amiable friend of mine in another country, 
2 member of this houſe and one of your Lordſhips, (Lord 
Sheffield) has diſtinguiſhed himſelf much upon this ſubject, 
in an able performance: all that 1 know about it is, that 
from the lights I have, I cannot help inclining to the opi- 
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nion, that it would be the happieſt event that could hap- 


pen for Great Britain; and that 1 am informed that ſuch 


a propoſition was made trom the ambaſſadors, to the late 


miniſters, to eſtabliſh a compleat correſpondence and pex- 


fe@ reciprocity of commercial advantages between the two 
countries, 


I have ſaid thus much, to eſtabliſh a truth, my Lords, 


that American independence exiſted of itſelf, without the 


intervention of foreign powers; that their interference 
flowed from it, but that it was not derived from them. 

J cannot, however, conclude this head, without one 
more obſervation, which I make no doubt you will do me 
the honour to agree with, upon a contraſt of the reſpeCtive 
merit and ability of the late and preſent miniſter. Ameri- 
can independence was to be conceded ; the latter, upon 
the late rupture in the cabinet, propoſed to grant it, with- 
out any ſtipulation whatever in parliament ; the other pro- 
poſed, and carried it into execution, to make it the con- 
dition and ground work of the general pacification. When 
the truce of Flanders took place between Spain and Hol 
land, in the year 1609, whatever blunders Spain had com- 
mitted in a war of 40 years continuance, they were not ſo 
abſurd as to concede independence, without any ſtipulation, 
but made it the preliminary and baſis of the treaty : that 
wiſe meaſure was deftined for thoſe who govern the ſtate 
by the die, and rule it by hazard. 

Endeavours have been uſed to make the late miniſter 
contradict himſelf, and falſify his aſſertions, that he never 
would conſent to American independence; but thoſe aſ- 
ſertions muſt ever be conſidered su MO DO; no man 
can ever anſwer for the neceſſity of future events : the 
ſtateſman, like the pilot, muſt regulate his conduct by the 
PRESENT tempeſt, and actual ſituation of the ſtate. 

Upon the head of general freedom of trade, I have only 
one fat to mention, which had elapſed my memory; 
that the American plenipotentiaries made this propoſition 
to England in the largeſt ſenſe; to be more explicit, it 
was aQually reduced into articles, to be inſerted in the 
preliminary treaty with America, that there ſhould be an 
entire reciprocity of commercial advantages—Pritiſh mari- 
ners and ſhips to be conſidered as American, and American 
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as Britiſh, their reſpective ports mutually open, with an 
equaliziation of duties and imports. Whether the then 
Adminiſtration thought they could not do it, without the 
conſent of Parliament, or from what motive I know not, 
theſe articles were left out of the treaty z but the preface to 
the treaty remained the ſame, which inferred ſuch a ſubſe- 
quent regulation; this was the reciprocity of advantage in- 
tended by the miniſter. This apparent inconſequence and 
viſible defect in the treaty, gave occaſion to a noble lord, 
now high in office, to exclaim on the head of reciprocity, 
and aſk where the reciprocity was, which conceded all to 
America, and reſerved nothing to Great Britain. 

It demands many apologies, my Lords, for touching upon 
a point of ſuch magnitude; but the duty I owe to my coun- 
try, induces me, however, to mention any leading fact, that 
may be uſeful ; it certainly will be inſiſted upon by the 
greateſt power in Europe, to open trade, and deſtroy local 
reſtrictions and monopolies : the tendency of men's minds 
on the continent lead that way, and the opinion of ſome 
of the ableſt men in Great Britain: I profeſs myſelf un- 
equal to ſuch a diſcuſſion ; I know how bounded I am upon 
theſe ſubjects: but you have among you, a man of the 
broadeſt and moſt enlarged ideas, and the deepeſt informa- 
tion, (Mr H. Flood) one, in particular, every way qua- 
lified to inform the public mind and inculcate truths to an 
admiring nation; if this be a fact, if ſuch a regulation be 
in contemplation, this is, at preſent, in a commercial view, 
2 new country, which may be eſtabliſhed upon the ſureſt 
and moſt rational foundation; commerce may be freed of 
her ſhackles, cuſtoms, and port duties; and other modcs 
of taxation adopted, as lucrative to the crown, and ſtill 
more ſalutary and benefacial to the people. 

I feel how many apologies I owe to your Lordſhips for 
thus treſpaſſing upon your patience. The fore-knowledge 
of ſuch a deſign muſt be allowed to be of the laſt impor- 
tance to this country; it is not a romantic nor chimerical 
idea, but a great truth which daily aggrandizes itſelf upon, 
the minds of men ; but it is time for me to proceed to the 
merits of the queſtion, detached from American indepen- 
dence, and the better to prove and make what I have 
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to ſay indent with the propoſition before you, that it was 
the beſt peace that our relative ſituation could rationally 
expect. 

The ceſſion of Tobago, and the relinquiſhment of the 
treaty about Dunkirk, was all that was given to France in 
lieu of the iſlands that were reſtored to us, and the balance 
in our favour here muſt be acknowledged to be in tenfold 
proportion; the ſmalleſt of our Weſt-India iſlands, and « 
chimerical jealouſy of a bad port, balanced the account on 
our ſide. With regard to the latter, I can only ſay, my 
Lords, from my own experience, that having ſpent a week 
there, in the year 1773, and having a free opportunity of 
gratifying my curioſity and enquiries through the friendſhip 
of one of the Britiſh commiſſaries; it ſtruck me at that 
time, that it was incapable, with all the aſſiſtance of art, 
to receive a thirty gun ſhip, from the bar of ſand at the 
mouth of the harbour, and that the French had encou- 
raged our jealoſies, that it might be an object inſiſted upon 
by England, inſtead of a more valuable equivalent, 

The next head I wiſh to touch upon, is that of the 
Newfoundland Fiſheries ; but as I have not ſufficient lights 
upon this ſubject, I ſhall content myſelf with obſerving, 
that this ſeems to be the moſt ſatisfactory part of the treaty 
to the intelligent; that our limits are better defined than 
at any other period, and it ſeems to be a' ſtroke of the 
moſt enlightened policy, to blend our intereſts with thoſe 
of America, by giving her a ſhare of an inexhauſtible mine, 
and gratifying her more than any other nation could do, 
without any detriment to ourſelves, | 

cannot help obſerving here, that the declaration of 
Great Britain, at the end of the definitive treaty, has pro- 
duced a counter declaration, with regard to the fiſheries, 
from France, and that the matters do not appear to be fo 
amicably ſettled as could be wiſhed. The Dutch mini- 
ſters mention this fact in their letters to the ſtates, which 
have appeared in the public prints, and the prodigious fall 
of the funds either indicates a fear of another rupture, cr 
ſhews a want of public confidence in the preſent Admini- 
ſtration. 7 46. Cr I | 

My Lords, it has been ſaid, that the miniſter had in- 
tended to negociate an exchange of Gibraltar for Por:o 


DI MHM 13 


Rico, which, if it had taken place, muſt appear to the 
diſintereſted and diſpaſſionate to have been a moſt deſira- 
ble event, beſides doing away a conſtant bone of conten- 
tion, between us and Spain, with whom we ſhould, natu- 
rally and commercially, be ever united, it would be an 
acquiſition of one million and an half annually: for the 
expence of keeping up the garriſon and fortifications, muſt 


amount to 500,000). yearly, and Porto Rico has been 


conſidered by the Abbe Raynal, as the moſt valuable iſland 
in the Weſt-Indies. Suppoſing it only improved to half 
the value of Jamaica, its product to Great Britain muſt 
be one million annually; which would make a clear gain 
of cne million and an half annually, Pity, if theſe were 
his intentious, that he ſuffersd his own good ſenſe to be 
over ruled by cabal and faction! 

But be that as it may, my Lords, ſurely nothing could 
be wiſer than the ceſſion of the two Floridas to Spain: 
tor it has been by ſome of the ableſt politicians ſaid, that 
if America becomes an enterpriſing country, as the ſhortly 
muſt be, the Weſt-India iſlands muſt be her firſt object: 
the placing of the Floridas as a barrier between them and 
America, muſt be deemed an act of the deepeſt wiſdom 
and conſummate policy. 

Much, my Lords, has been ſaid upon contracting the 
boundaries of Canada in favour of America; but I recol- 
lect perfectly well, when I was a candidate to repreſent a 
great city in the parliament of another country, and when 
the repeal of the Quebec Bill was enjoined by the elec- 
tors who eſpouſed the cauſe of à noble Lord and myſelf, 
as 2 matter to be endeavoured in parliament, it ſtruck me 
then, that the boundaries of Canada had been conſidera- 
bly extended beyond the limits preſcribed by his Majeſty's 
proclamation in 1763, and upon tracing them. on the map 
lince, it appears that they have been enlarged beyond 
the boundaries aſſigned by his Majeſty's proclamation : 
and America has regained what was retrenched from her 
by that unpopular act the Quebec Bill. 

If it could be proved, my Lords, that miniſtry had not 
done their utmoſt to ſerve the loyaliſts, , 1 ſhould be 
among the foremoſt to condemn them. But, my Lords, 
by the articles of | confederation, publiſhed by Congreſs, 
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which form the baſis of American pdlicy, the power of 
raiſing money is expreſsly reſerved to the legiſlature of 
each ftate, reſpectively. The Congreſs could not reſtore 
what was deemed by them an object of ſupply for the 
neceſſities of the ſtate. To negociate with thirteen dif- 
ferent colonies muſt be deemed impracticable; conſequent- 
ly, the recommendation of Congrefs was all that could 
be obtained, which will, it is reaſonable to ſuppoſe from 
ſome late occurrences, be efficacious, at leaſt in part. 

The compariſon that has been made, of England”; 
giving up the rights of the Catalonians, at the peace of 
Uirecht, does not hold here; becauſe nothing was done, 
nothing ſtipulated ſor them : whereas, for the loyaliſts 
every thing was done that the nature of the caſe would 
admit of. 

I ſhall not advert here, my ten to the want of money 
for the payment of the troops, and the mutiny of thoſe 
regiments that were deſtined for the Eaſt-Indies, and of 
the crews of ſeveral ſhips at the concluſion of the war; 
1 ſhall confine myſelf to a few facts, upon our own re- 
lative ſtrength in the Faſt and Weſt-Indies at that 
pertod. 

The armament, that was deſtined againſt Jamaica, un- 
der the command of Compte d'Eſtaign, I have heard, 
when I was abroad, (from the moſt reſpeQable authority, 
that would carry the greateſt deciſion if I could name it) 
conſiſted off-51 ſhips at Cadiz, to be joined by 11, under 
the Marquis de Vaucreuil, at Martinico, and 10 ſhips 
under Solano at the Havannah : f 5,000 men were deſtined 
to be embarked on board, to be joined by a depot of 6,000 
French and Spaniſh troops, at Saint Domingo, and 4,000 
more under the command of the Marquis de Bouilte at 
Martinico ; in all 25,000 men. 


This was to be oppoſed by 53 fhips of the line, under 


Admiral Pigot and Lord Hood, and the ordinary garriſons 


and the militia, in the Weſt-India iſlands. 
All that could be hoped, at this period, was not to loſe 
Jamaica, and to remain vpon the defenſive, if the war 


continued; at the enormous expence of fourteen millions 


2nnually —an expence, which, if the moſt chimerical 


hopes had been fulfilled, if the moſt valuable of the 


— 
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French poſſeſſions had fallen into our hands, could not in 
any wiſe, be recompenced or indemnified. 

In the Zaſt-Indies, matters had nearly hitherto been 
balanced; but it is a certain fact, that, by the junction 
of the Dutch with the ableſt of the French commanders, 
M. de Suffrein, they would hafge had a ſuperiority of 4 
ſhips of the line; that is to ſay, 22 ſail of the line, under 
Suffrein, to 18, under the Admirals Hughes and Bickerton: 
5,000 men under M. de Buffy, to be reinforced by 3000 
from the iſle of Bourbon, joined by the inhabitants of 
the country. 

Thus circumſtanced, the war was to be carried on by 
ſupplies from England, the reſources of the country being 
drained by continual rapine and extortion, at an enormous 
expence. Thus circumſtanced, what could be ſuppoſed, 
but that the ſame game would have been played in the 
eaſt that had been exhibited in the weſtern part of the 
world? —that the ſun riſing ſhould behold our ſhame, and 
ſetting ſhould hide itſelf from our folly and abſurdity in 
the weſtern hemiſphere ! 

It appears, my Lords, laſtly, upon a conſideration of 
the whole force of the combination of France, Spain, and 
Holland, that our naval ſtrength was outnumbered by 30 
ſhips of the line. | | 

My Lords, nations, may plume themſelves upon naval 
kill and ſuperiority z but it is a certain fact that hiſtory 
records this great truth in our annals, and your Lordſhips 
may gratify your curoſity in the Lives of the Admirals, that 
from the battle of Beachy-head, where Lord Torrington 
was outnumbered by ten ſhips of the line, and worſted 
by M. de Tourville, ſoon after the revolution, to the 
preſent time, we have never gained a deciſive advantage 
at ſea, unleſs where we had a ſuperior number of ſhips; 
the neareſt to it was the affair at the river Villaine, (to. 
which Ireland owes ſo much) between Lord Hawke and 
the Mareſchal de Conflans ; but there Lord Hawke had 
a ſuperiority of one. I could cite other examples to 
your Lordſhips, ſuch as the affair of Sir Hyde Parker, 
and of the 25th of July, where equal numbers produced 
only drawn battles, but that I am reſtrained by the pre- 
ſence of a noble friend of mine, from entering upon a 


16 PARLIAMENTARY 


ſubjeQ where my information is ſo ſcanty—#' noble Lord 
who has euitted the lap of 'eafe and affluence for the ſer. 
vice of his country, and who, I think ought to have the 
thanks of the aſſembly he belongs to, for his conduct in 
the late war: as I am ſure he poſſeſſes the aÞprobation 
of his profeſſion, and the gratitude of his country. 

But, leaving it to the intelligent to reaſon upon the fact, 
the inference to be drawn from it is clear, that, with ſuch 
a ſuperiority againſt us, it was impoſſible to enterprise; 
not to loſe, was a bare hope; but to gain, was an extra- 
vagant and abſurd idea. 

Upon the enormous expence of the war, nd our rela- 
tive ability, I ſhall ſay a concluſive word, and relieve your 
Lordſhips from the trouble of liſtening to me. 

What has been, my Lords, confidered a? a chimera by 
moſt men, I mean, raifing the fupplics' for a war, within 
the year, has been realized by America. The debt con- 
trated by Congreſs, was by a ſum of paper money, which 
has been gradually depreciated till it became worth nothing ; 
it is true, that Congreſs bought vp this paper at leſs than 
half the value, and it has been ſaid by ſome that this paper 
will be exchanged for ſpecie, or converted into a debt, 
for which intereſt will be paid. But I believe, from 
the moſt reſpeQable authority, that it never will be made 
good; and that the American internal debt will be liqui- 
dated by the entire annihilation of the paper "money 
emitted in the courſe of the war. 

'A debt of about three millions has, however, been 
contracted to France, which is an exception to the aſſer- 
tion, that the idea of borrowing and funding has not taken 
place in the new world; but, in the old world, the ancient 
ſyſtem ſtill taking place, it remains to take a view of our 
relative abilities, to conſider who were likely to have the 
longeſt purſe, and find the greateſt reſources. 

My Lords, before the American war, the national debt 
amcunted to one hundred millions; but at the preſent pe- 
riod,” it amounts to upwerds of two hundred and thirty- 
three millions, funded and unfunded ; and ere this, may 
be eſtimated at two hundred and forty-three millions; 
every one knows that perſonal property has decreaſed one 
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third, the ſtock being at 89 before the battle of Lexing- 
wy which are now at 60, and lands alſo have fallen from 
3 to 2 years purchaſe, 


Te reuch debt amounts to nearly two hundred mil- 
lions; thirty-five only of which have been borrowed in 
the preſent war; ſo that we have exceeded their debt. 
contracted this war by near one hundred millions, and in- 
ſtead of owing leſs than they did, by almoſt one half at 
the commencement of the preſent war, we exceed the 
whole of their debt by almoſt a fiſth; and lands are till 
in France, I am well informed, at three per cent. or 30 
years purchaſe, as before the war; the truth is, they encreaſ- 
ed their debt only 15 millions, properly ſpeaking ; becauſe, 
by. a wiſe and timely reform, they gained a; million an- 
nually—the intereſt of twenty millions, at five per cent. 

For, while one of the myrmidons of the preſent Admi- 

niſtration was dreaming of a reformation, by putting his 
Majeſty to an allewance, and creating an ordinary for his 
Sovereign ; though the royal cooks were deprived of ſelling 
the kitchen greats from the royal kitchen; yet, notwith- 
ſtanding all, it is acknowledged that wy 50,000/. has 
been gained by this reformation to the public 
While this was going on in England, Mr. Neckar, 
by his wiſe and judicious reform, particularly in the 
military, gained upwards of a million ſterling for his 
country. 
Upon the whole, it muſt be acknowledged, that their 
reſources were greater than ours, and that if the largeſt 
purſe was to carry it, the advantage would have been 
on.their ſide—and this conſidered only with reference to 
France, without taking into conſideration the abilities of 
the other belligerent powers. 

Who is there, my Lords, that under ſuch circumſtan- 
ces, will not ſay that peace was neceſſary to the ſalvation 
of the empire? Who is there that can now aſſert, that 
the preſent peace was inadcquate to our ſituation ? : 

Orieved, my Lords, as the late great man of thoſe coun- 
tries would have been, had he been alive to ſee an empire, 
raiſed by his abilities, ſo humanated under the government 


of his puny ſucceſſors; yet he would in all probability 
| D 
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have exerted his eloquence, to filence the clampur and fac. 
tion, againſt what was neceſſary for the exiſtence of the 
community. 1 Fs : 

Such was the conduct of a great antient—of Hannibal; 
ſuch was the trait reported of him in the precious fragments 
of Polybius, after the battle of Zemma : when the terms 
of peace were about to be objected to by a ſenator, he 
pulled him down to his ſeat, and could not ſuffer him to go 
on; apologizing for the conduct of a ſoldier unacquainted 
with ſenatorial decorum, but — that, notwith. 
ſtanding his thirſt for fame, and paſſion for war, he could 
not ſuffer a peace to be reprobated, which; however bad 
the terms were, yet conſidering their relative ſituation, was 
neceſſary to the being and exiſtence to the common-wealth, 
My Lords, I am now at an end; you have before you the 
cleareſt facts and demonſtration of the neceſſity of this 
happy event. Men and meafures however are nearly con- 
neQted; I ſhall beg leave to ſay a concluding word upon 
the fituation of parties in another country. 

I do not ſtand up, my Lords, as the profeſſed advo- 
cate for any ſet of men, either in or out of power, they 
have better and abler advocates than I am, if advocates 
were wanting with truth and juſtice on their fide. 

I admire, it is true, the great abilities and incorrupt in- 
tegrity of the late miniſter; I never heard any ching againſt 
him, that does not deſtrve to be treated with contempt 
and ridicule. The deſignation of him, by one of the moſt 
profligate miniſters that England ever ſaw, is; to be conſi- 
dered like Scrub's character of the ſtranger, in the Beaux 
Stratagem; © ſome ſay one thing, and ſome ſay another, 
but for my part I believe he is a Jeſuit.” Fvery unpre- 
Judiced man now thinks, that the peace which he made 


has ſaved the empire from deſtruction. It is from that 


deſcription of men, the crown will receive dignity, and 
the people in both countries content and gratification of 
their reaſonable deſſres; but let us now turn our eyes to 
the motley crew who have ſucceeded him. 2 2 
After an oppoſition of fifteen years, to the miniſter who 
cartied on the American war —aſter he had been declared 
impeachable by his quondam opponents —he is reſtored to 
power by their aid union. Either his meaſures were right, 
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or they were wrong; if right, why oppoſe, why clog the 
wheels of government, why obſtruc them? if wrong and 
impeachable, why join and unite in bringing him into 
power ? either way, his opponents are culpable and unjuſ- 
tifiable. | F 

Mutual depoſit, mutual ſurrender of character, and re- 
ciprocity of diſhonour was the broad baſe upon which was 
raiſed the ſuperſtructure of the coalition. 

Hard indeed muſt be the fituation of that ſovereign, 
harder than that of the meaneſt houſholder of this king- 
dom, to have ſervants forced and introduced upon him, 
without principle and without character. I admit, my 
Lords, that ſome of them have had their doſe of popula- 
rity. Lam ſurprized at it; ſtrange policy, ſtrange infa- 
tuation, in a wiſe and enlightened people! The ſame 
principle which leads them to truſt their conſtitutions to 
quacks or mountebanks, inſtead of regular bred pbyſicians, 
induces them to give their credit and confidence to ſtate 
tinkers and coblers of the conſtitution, gamblers, adven- 
turers, mountebanks, merry-andrews and MEN OF THE 
PEOPLE. I have too high an opinion of the good ſenſe 
of the people of England to ſuppoſe that THEIR reign will 
be of long duration. NE 

One word more, my Lords, and I have done, Can 
there be a doubt of the advantages of peace to Ireland ; can 
there be a doubt in the breaſts of your Lordfhips, or of 
any man who hears me, that the advantages of a Free 
Trade, of which you only had a foretaſte and an earneſt 
before, are now opened to you with a liberal and unſparing 
hand ? | | 
Can there be a doubt, that you owe this to the libera- 
lity of your Sovereign, aided by the wiſe councils of his 
LATE miniſters? : | 

A new ſcene preſents itſelf to my eyes; not that I am 
ſenſible of it by any outward alteration in myſelf, no blue 
ribbon decorates me, no ſtar ſhines upon this breaſt to dazzle 
the vulgar, or add exterior grace to the perſon of a plain 
r 
Unornamented myfelf, 1 addreſs myſelf to you, my Lords, 
ornamented by his favour, decorated by his attention, ho- 
noured by the choice of the late miniſter ; for, ornament 
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conferred with propriety and due ſelection is honour, [ 
conjure you by your regard to your country; I ſolicit you 
by the truth evident to your eyes, to have more regard to 
that than to the voice of a cabal and a faction tyrannizing 
and lording it at once over king and over people. 

I call upon you by claims of gratitude—by that debt 
of honour which you owe to the late miniſters, that they 
ſhould not fall in your recollection, as they have done in 
your ſervice. 

The Duke of Leinſter replied, he thought it better to 
ſhew our approbation at large, and not to go into parti- 
culars, for which there was no ground then before the 
Houſe, and therefore could not agree to any amendment 
that implied a cenſure on any, where it was impoſſible the 
Houſe could judge of the matter; he declared, he was ſure 
his Majeſty intended to grant every reaſonable wiſh of his 
loyal ſubjects of Ireland, and that all our advantages flowed 
from his royal breaſt. 

Lords Farnham, Bellammt and Carysfert, oppoſed the 
amendment on much the ſame ground, and as not being 
Witty parliamentary, as no authentic information or do- 

cument was before the Houſe on the ſubje& of the amend- 
ment, and therefore their cenſure or praiſe would be equally 
indifferem. 

Lord Montmorres replied as to the point of propriety. 
Ile ſaid the Houſe of Commons here, on the peace of 
1 563, debated thereon, and a motion was made, expreſ- 
_ five of their diſapprobation. 

The queſtion being put on the amendment, it was ne 
gatived without a diviſion. 

The motion for the Addreſs was then carried unani- 
mouſly, and a committee appointed, with the Duke, to 
draw up the ſame, and report to-morrow, _. 

Lord Mornington adverted to that part of the Lord Lieu- 
' tenant's ſpeech where he mentioned ceconomy, He ob- 
ſerved, that in the other part, where he recommended the 
ſupplies for the honourable ſupport of his Majeſty's Go- 
vernment, there was a total omiſſion of ceconorhy,. and the 
expreſſions were guarded, but he rd N would 
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Lord Carysfirt moved for an Addreſs of Thanks to the 
Lord Lieutenant,- for his Speech from the Throne. 


Ordered, that a Committee be appointed to draw up the 
ſame. | ; 


Lord Mountmorres declared his intentions of bringing on 
a motion for the annual meeting of Parliament, 


Lord Mornington alſo declared his intention to move for 
an Addreſs of Thanks to Lord Temple, our late Lord 
Lieutenant, which he would defer, as it was then late, as 
he ſhould be ſorry it would paſs in ſilence. 


The Duke of Leinſter moved, that it be 

Reſolved, by the Lords Spiritual and Temporal in Par- 
liament aſſembled, That the Thanks of this Houſe be given 
to the Volunteer Corps of this Kingdom, for their readi- 
neſs to ſupport the civil magiſtrates in the execution of the 
laws, and for their ſpirited exertions in defence of this 
country. 


Ordered, That the ſaid reſolution be ſent by the clerk 


of the parliament to the ſeveral ſheriffs of the different coun- 


ties and cities of this kingdom, to be by them communi- 


cated to the ſeveral Volunteer Corps in their reſpeQive 
counties and cities, 


Adjourned. 


— __CLkU 


WepNEsDAY, Ocro BER 15, 1783. 


Lord Ranelagh moved the ſeveral uſual orders of the 
Houſe on the opening of a new Parliament. 


The Lerd Chancellor reported his having received a letter 
from Lord Rodney, expreſſive of his own and the grati- 
tude of his officers and men, in return for the honour 
done them by the Thanks of the Houſe, for the important 
* of the 12th of April, 1782, which was read by the 
Clerk. f | 
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The Duke of Leinſter reported the following Addreſs to 
his Majeſty, which was agreed to unanimouſly, and or. 


dered to the Lord Lieutenant, to be tranimuted. 


To the King's Moſt Excellent Majeſty, 


The humble ApprEss of the Loks Serrtry a 
and TEMPORAL, in Parliament aſſembled. 


Met Gracious Sovereign, 

WE, your Majeſty's moſt dutiful and loyal ſubjeQs, 
the Lords Spiritual and Temporal, in Parliament aſſem- 
bled, beg leave to return our moſt humble thanks to your 
Majeſty for thoſe gracious expreſſions we have received 
from the Throne, of that tender concern and paternal re- 
gard for the happineſs of this kingdom, which we have 
ever ſo happily experienced. 

Impreſſed at all times with the deepeſt ſenſe of your 
Majeſty's goodneſs we moſt thankfully acknowledge, as a 
freſh inflance of it, the placing us under the goverument 
of a nobleman, whoſe amiable character, whoſe integrity 
and abilities, afford every profpeRQ of national proſperity to 
the country over which he is to preſide. 

The unequivocal proofs we have received from Great- 
Britain of her ſacred regard for the adjuſtment of our con- 
ſtitution and commerce, made and eſtabliſhed in the laſt 
Parliament, not only afford us the fulleſt ſecurity of our 
conſtitution and commercial rights, but muſt excite in us 
the warmeſt affection towards our ſiſter country, and 
ſtrengthen that union of ſentiment, as well as of intereſt, 
between the two kingdoms, upon which the power and 
happinefs of both ſo materially depend. 

To contribute to give permanency to that union, we 
beg leave humbly to aſſure your Majeſty, it will ever be 
the fiſt wiſh of our hearts, as it will be the firſt object of 
our endeavours. | 

We beſeech your Majeſty to accept our warmeſt con- 

ra: ulations at the ſucceſs which has attended your Ma- 
jeſty's anxious cxertions to reſtore the bleffing of peace to 
vous faithſut people, which muſt naturally give ſpirit and 
eff & to our commercial purſuits. And whilſt it will ena- 
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ble both kingdoms to deliberate on the ſureſt means of in- 
crealing our common proſperity, we ſhall give every at- 
tention in our power to promote ſuch meaſures as ſhall 
effectually ſecure to us the ſolid benefits that muſt ariſe 
from reciprocal affection. 
The happy increaſe of your Majeſty's royal family, by 
the birth of a princeſs, has afforded us all that heart-felt 
ſatisfaQtion, which We can never fail to experience upon 
every increaſe to your Majeſty's domeſtic happineſs. - 

Conſcious of the wiſdom of thoſe meaſures adviſed by 
the Privy Council, which, through the mercy of Divine 
Providence, have avg from the people the miſeries of 
impending famine, w we ſhall gratefully concur in a parlia- 

mentary ſanction of the, means purſued by Government to 
prevent ſo dreadful a calamity. > ,. - 

We ſhall alſo moſt chearfully concur in regulating the 
judicatute of the court of admiralty, as well as forming an 
eſtabliſhment for the poſt-office. 


The improvement of our linen manufacture muſt ever 

be a principal object of our regard. 
We are too fully convinced of the extreme importance 
of the fiſhery on our coaſts, both to our national wealth 
and induſtry, not to beſtow upon it every attention on our 
part, which may beſt encourage ſo valuable a branch of 
our commerce, and beſt prevent thoſe frauds and impoſi- 
tions, which are ſo fatal to every infant undertaking. 

We ſhall likewiſe conſider the Proteſtant charter ſchools, 

from the humanity as well as wiſdom of the inſtitution, 
highly deſerving of our care. 
Wie conceive the liberal intentions of Government to 
provide an aſylum to the induſtrious and diſtreſſed Gene- 
vans, demand both our acknowledgements and warmeſt 
concurrence in every meaſure that may promote the ſettle- 
ment in this kingdom of ſo uſeful a body of men. But 
whilſt we ſhall endeavour to pracure every advantage to 
our country. ſrom that ſcttlement, we are, likewiſe bound 
to prevent as far as poſſible every aer expence wich 
which the meaſure might be attended. 

We truſt that the preſent Parliament will be diſtinguiſh- 
ed in the annals of their country for their wiſdom, temper 
and moderation, and for the efficacy of their regulations, 


— 
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to increaſe the induſtry, encourage the manufactures, and 
extend the commerce of this kingdom. 

Whilſt we ſhall endeavour to promote ſuch valuable and 
important objects to ourſelves, we ſhall moſt cordially con- 
ſider the intereſts of Great-Britain as immediately connect- 
ed with our own ; and ever having experienced the pater- 
nal beneficence of our moſt gracious Sovereign, we be- 
ſeech your Majeſty to accept the tribute of hearts deeply 
impreſſed with gratitude in earneſtly imploring the Divine 
Goodneſs long to continue your Majeſty's auſpicious reign 
over Ne happy, and united people. 


W. WATTS GA IR, 
Ep w. Garxx, Cler. Parliament. 
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His 8 the Lond LitzuTENANT'S ANSWER, 


I WILL take the earlieſt opportunity of tranſmitting 
this dutiful and loyal Addreſs to be laid before his Ma- 


leſty. 


Lord Cary: fort reported the Addreſs to the Lord Lieute- 
nant, which was in the following words : 


To his Excellency RoztrT Earl of NoxTHinGToN, 
Lord Lieutenant General and General Governor of 
Ireland. 


The humble oy of the LoRx DS SrirITUAL 
and den n re in Parliament ame. 


AG it pleaſe your Excellency, 1 

WE, the Lords Spiritual and Temporal in Paltianit 
affembled, preſent to your Excellency our warmeſt Thanks 
for your moſt excellent Speech from the Throne. 
Me beg leave to congratulate your Excellency and our- 
ſelves upon your appointment to the government of this 
kingdom, at a period peculiarly auſpicious to Ireland. 
In the fulleſt reliance upon your Exce!lency's wiſdom, 
- juſtice, and integrity, we anticipate the advantages this 
kingdom muſt derive from your Excelfency's adminiſtration, 
ond conſider your Excellency's appointment to preſide in it 
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as a freſh inſtance of his Majeſty's paternal regard. for ſhe 
happineſs of his faithful people. A 

We are highly grateful for the warmth with which your: 
Excellency ſignifies your ſatisfaQion at meeting us in the 
full poſſeſſion and enjoyment of thoſe ' conſtitutional and 
commercial rights which were ſo firmly eſtabliſhed in the 
laſt parliament. 

We truſt that the unequivocal proofs given by Great 
Britain of her ſacred regard to the adjuſtment then made 
with Ireland, cannot fail to cement the union, and ſtrength- 
en the mutual confidence between the two kingdoms, the 
true intereſts of which are and muſt ever be inſeparable.” 

We beg leave to ſhare with your Excellency in the ſa- 
tisfaction you expteſs, at the ſucceſs of his Majeſty's en- 
deavours to reſtore the ng of peace to his faithful 


people. 
8 We ſhall, in purſuance of your Excellency' s wiſe and 
Y ſeaſonable advice, ſhew our readineſs to deliberate upon 


the meaſures pointed out by your Excellency, as well for 
regulating the judicature of the court of admiralty, and the 
e- new eſtabliſhment of the poſt- office, as for promoting our 
commercial purſuits, and reaping the advantages to be de- 
rived from the reſtoration of public tranquility. Permit us 


x, to add, that the recommendation of thoſe meaſures by your 
of Excellency, affords the moſt convincing evidence of your 
reſpe& for the rights, and your capacity to diſcern, and 

deſire to promote the intereſts of Ireland. 

AL The meaſures purſued by government by the advice ok 
the privy council, to avert the mĩſeries of impending fa- 
mine, if not ſtriQly conformable to law, will appear, we 
doubt not, to have been urged by neceſſity, and ſo eſſential 

35 to the public good as to merit, e indemnifica- 
tion. 

janks We enjoy the higheſt pleaſure i in every addition to the 
domeſtic happineſs of our gracious Sovereign, and particu- 

_ larly | in your Excellency's ſatisfaQtion at the | bicth of another 
this W princeſs, 
"Wy We truſt our well known and "moſt 99835 loyalty 4 to 1 


WW lajeſty, our confidence in the ſincerity and.good faith of 
> thi Nor fiſter country, and the ample means w have Jt 
ation, Ys Amann if 7 


inn I hired, of becoming, e e e 
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diſpoſe * to carry on our conſultations for his Majeſty's 
honour, and the good of our country, with that duty, tem- 
per and unanimity, which can alone render them ſucceſsful, 
and perpetuate the harmony between the two ' kingdoms : 
and with the firmeſt reliance on your Excellency's pure and 
difintereſted intentions towards us, we ſhall, to the utmoſt 
of our power, ſupport the honour of his Majeſty's s govern- 
e and the eaſe of your Excellency's adminiſtration. 


The ade” was agreed to unanimouſly, and ordered 
to be mie up in the uſual form. 


Els Excellency | the ,Lony LigUTENANT'S ANSWER. 


I RETURN your Lordſhips my ſincere thanks for 
this very honourahle teſtimony of your good opinion, 
which it ſhall be my conſtant endeavour to improve. Be 
aſſured, that my inclination as well as my duty will ever 
intereſt me wehr! in the proſperity and happineſs of Ire- 
mud. 


Lord z aſter e the many virtues 
of Lord Temple, and the advantages t a nation received 
by his adminiſtration, moved an Addreſs of Thanks to his 
Lordſhip. 

"968-4 Bellamont ardfe2techred? he did not riſe to ſecond 
the motion, nor to "oppoſe it; he went largely into the 
rife and manner of the appointment of the ker of St. Pa- 
trick; and of ſome converſation which paſſed between him 
and Lord Temple, and of ſome negle& of his own ſer- 
vices ; that he had tod Lord Temple there muſt be a final 
and explicit Declaration of the Rights of Ireland; to which 
he then ſeemed averſe He alſo went into other national 
matters. u 
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Lord Carysfert moved for an Addreſs to the Lord Lieu- 
enant, to order the proclamation and order of the Privy 
puncil of the 1 3th November, 1782, relative to the 
n bounties, to be laid before the Houſe. 
Ordered accordingly. 


Adjourned till the 31ſt of October. 


— ? 
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As ſoon as the prayers were ended, 
Lord Carysfort moved, that the call of the Houſe be 
djourned to Monday, ' ' | 

His Lordſhip then, purſuant to order, preſented a bill 
x indemnifying the perſons who counſelled his Excellency 
de Lord Lieutenant to ſuſpend the laws of the realm, re- 
hecting the duties payable on corn and flour imported. 


Read a firſt time, and ordered to be read a ſecond on 
Fnday next. | | 

Lord Mountmorres preſented, purſuant to order, a bill, 
titled an act for the frequent holding and aſſembling 
hrſiaments in this kingdom. | 
Read a firſt time ; after which his Lordſhip moved, that 
be read a ſecond time on Friday next. 

Lord Carysfort ſaid, he expected when the noble Viſ- 
cunt was introducing this bill he would have ſhewn the 
ceſſity of ſuch a meaſure z; whereas, on the contrary, 
rom what had fallen from his Lordſhip the firſt day he 
nentioned this bill, and from the bill itſelf, the e 


iy peared, as an ad was actually in force for the ſame pur- 
12 poſe of frequent parliaments; and as to the annual ſeſſions, 
nich Which the bill ſeems intended to procure, there 1s no doubt 


ut Adminiſtration will adopt ſo neceſſary a meaſure, with- 
the intervening of a new- bill; there was none in 
Great Britain though the Parliament there met annvally, 
Ihe old Jaw having been thought ſufficient. I am per- 
ſuaded, continued he, that Government intend there ſhall 
0 future be annual ſeſſions, and if not, Partiament has it 
- Wits power to compel it, by limiting the duration of the 
wplies, which is the way reſpeQful mode ef doipg it; 
2 
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if therefore the noble Lord does not withdraw his bil, 
ſhall move that the ſecond reading thereof be on the 
of Auguſt next. 

The Earl of- Bellamont agreddihin' mare was a neceſſi 
for the meaſure of annual ſeſſions, but objeQed to the mod 
of procuring them, and ſaid, it might be better effcfte 
by way of addreſs—a petition to his Majeſty, which vi 
be qualifying” duty with feſpect; but a law "enforcing 
would be highly improper, as it might be neceſſary to ſu 
pend the meeting of wage on 2 count of an invaſi 
an inſurreQion, or the likme. 

The Lord Chancelior todk op the. ſubje, — Fab? 
that as neceſſity had made the ſeſſions annual in Eng 
land, the ſame neceſſity would operate here, ſince we ha 
received all our rights and privileges, and that there wa 
no doubt but Government would yieſd to the neceſſity. 

Before his Lorcſhip entered — the ſabjeQ, he aſke 
Lord Mountmortes whether it was annual ſeſſions, or an 
nual parliaments that were his object. 

Lord Long ferd, and ſome —_ * ſpoke to the fan 
Purpoſe, when at laſt 

Lord Mounimerres 1 licizete the public cc 
gratulate my country, ſaid he, upon the great truth which 
has appeared in the courſe of this day's debate, That an 


nual ſeſſions of parliament are rendered, neceſſary by th that 
preſent ſituation of this country, and that we have a righ V 
io them by common and by ſtatute law. pol 
Whatever may be the fate of my bill, the ſum andful not 
flance of my motion is decided, though the form may belly alk, 
ohjectionable. It has the merit, however, of à fiQition try . 
Tuit, which has decided a leading caſe of the eu no ſubj, 
ment to this country. be t 
I am perfectiy indifferent as to the fate of the bill, pro- mea 
"vided the object is carried, and fhall act conformable to tur. 
your Lordfhips wiſhes and commands with n to the L 
diſpoſal of it. brin 
The noble Lord upon the woolſack aſks me, if any idea c 
of annual parliaments was involved in this meaſure? I * 
anſwer, no.—How can any man ſuppoſe it? The nobeſſf frat 
Lord knows that I once told him in private, that from vitk 
ſeveral ' precedents in reibe the ſame members d 
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had been ſummoned by the King's writs to different par- 
laments, conſequently, that he never was obliged to have 
different parliaments every year under the antient conſtitu- 
tion; and therefore what never cxiſted could. not have 
entered into my contemplation. 

The noble Lord has miſtaken me in one reſpe&t: Aker 
mentioning the intermiſſion of parliaments in this country 
for 26 years in the time of Charles II. I mentioned that 
we had not parliaments here biennially ſince the revelution, 
for that there was an rr from 1692 to 1695, and 
from 1698 to 1783. 

A noble Friend of mine oh great profeſſional dexterity 
(Lord Longford, who had ſpoken a few: words on the ſub- 
jet) has endeavoured to get the wear ler- gage of me, and to 
prove that this bill is intended to enat what was law before, 
but I deny it; it is a declaratory law, renovating that right 
which was obtained indeed by law, but which gs been 
long forgotten in pradticte. | | 

A noble Lord who vrofeſſes himſelf i in Wan of 
adminiſtration (Lord Carysfort) aſked, why has no proviſion 
been made before upon this important ſubject ? I can give 
no reaſon why, but we muſt not ſleep over an. omiſſion of 
this ſort, but be awake to the truth, that though they have 
many in England, we have not a fingle i item upon our code 
that regards the frequent aſſembling of parliaments; 

We are told, my J. ords, of what will be done-clſewhere, 
won this ſubje& by limiting the ſupply to one vear. I am 
not to reaſon upon ſpeculation of What may happen, but 
ak, has Governmeut verified their intentions to this coun- 
iry of holding ſeſſions annually ? I can ſpeculate upon the 
ſubject, that if it does not originate from this Houſe, it will 
de taken up in another aſſembly ; if not there as a popular 
meaſure, it will be eine with more effe& in oh: . 
fur Martius. 

Let Government, my Lords, verify their i intentions, . 
bring it forward, and I am ſatished, but until that is done, 
cannot reaſon upon ſpeculations and uncertainties. 

The noble Lord in declaring the intentions of admini- 
ſration, carries much weight with the "Houſe, and more 
vith me. I have long known the, preſent Chief Governor, 
nd know him as perfectly * . am «furs I 
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do not know a worthier or more teſpectable gentleman 
than the ſecond in the miniſterial department. So far 
I have confidence, but none in that wretched ſyſtem 
elſewbere, of which they are a part. I have known ſome 
of the coalition long, and acknowledge them to be power. 
ful and independent indeed, ſo very independent in the 
literal ſenſe 1 the word, that _ are not to be depende( 
upon. 
'Lam to a: my CY des; 1 bet out with, that 
provided the ſum and ſubſtance. of the meaſure is carried, 
I am indifferent to the bill, and leave it to the diſpoſal of 
the-Houſe, that it may Win! in another more ban an 
and expedient forrn. 

My noble Friend has acknowledged himſelf in the con- 
fidence of Government; I wiſh him joy of it ; with the 


noble Lord I have long 48d; we have pervaded together 


the legal ſubtleties of einbargves, we have traverſed the 
mazes of mutiny- - bills, we have unravelled the myſteries 
* therifts appointments in this country. 

Will my noble Friend excuſe a parting and valediQor 

avg from . which 1 hope he wall 0 with him into 
the cabinet. 
In public as in private life, the beſt ſecurity: that can be 
had is the moſt deſirable. I wiſh that this meaſure may 
be carried by an ac; of parliament. I wiſh for a mortgage 
or a cuſtodiam that may grapple the land and enure to this 
kingdom for ever. I hope it will not reſt upon temporary 
convenience; upon the aſſurance of a tem parary Secre- 
tary. to a temporary Viceroy. 

I. don't wiſh to have the farurity of a Gmple bond upot 
which judgment neither will nor can be entered. 

[His L. ordſbip then withdrew his bill, and promiſed io 
bring it in form of an adiſreſs on Monday; to which the 

Houſe and the friends of Government agreed. 1 


ene till TR x 


44 


- 3% 
, * a 
* * * FS . 4 
* ä nd * 
Sv # $ 7 - - * ” 
oy , 
— 
- 
Ta 


Moxvar, Noveurs 3s 0 


Led Mentmorres adverted to what had paſſed o on a for 
mer day relative to annual ſeſſions, and moved the follov 
ing reſolution : 


a ſot 
ollow 
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Reſolved, That it is the opinion of this Houſe, that in 
the preſent ſituation of this country, it will promote the 
general utility and national welfare, and contribute to 
amend, ſtrengthen, and preſerve the laws, and to give 
ample and ſpeedy juſtice to the ſubjects of this realm, in 
his Majeſty's High Court of Parliament, that a Seſſion of 
Parliament ſhould be holden every year in this kingdom. 

He then declared his intention, if their Lordſhips ſhould 

think proper to agree to the reſolution, to move an addreſs 
to his Majeſty for that purpoſe. 
Lord Farnham thought there was a great difference be- 
tween the two motions, which as they were connected with 
each other, muſt be conſidered together; but if the laſt 
was not inſiſted on they might very properly come to a 
reſolution on the firſt, for if they agreed to an addreſs of 
that nature, and the other Houſe of Parliament ſhould be 
of a contrary opinion, by granting the ſupplies as uſual, 
they would find themſelves in a diſagreeable ſituation, as 
they could not poſſibly receive an anſwer to the addreſs, 
before the bill of ſupply would probably come into this 
Houſe. 

The Archbiſhop of Caſbel quoted, with great ability, the 
Mirror and ſeveral antient law books, to prove the ſole 
diſctetion that was lodged in the Crown to convene par- 
liaments as often as it thought expedient; ſeveral inſtances 
were cited by him of parliament being intermitted for 
more than one year. He denied the intermiſſion of par- 
liaments for more than one year in England, from the time 
of the laws of Edward III. that had been complained of, 
and challenged any one to prove it; he thought the limi- 
tation of the ſupply was the beſt way of taking the ſenſe of 
both Houſes of Parliament, and after diſplaying much legal 
and parliamentary knowledge, he declared againſt any reſo- 
lution on this ſubject. 

Lord Annaly and Lord Carysfort contended that the right 
of the ſubje& to have frequent 'meetings of parliament, was 
ſufficiently known and eſtabliſhed both by the common and 
ſtatute law, and as the neceſſities of the ſtate might require, 
fd there would be frequent meetings of parliament, and as 
it was agreed and ſuppoſed it would be found neceſſary 
for parliament to meet annually, there was no ground for 
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ſuſpicion to the contrary, but the King and Government 
would convene them yeatly; the motion carried diſtruſt 
and diſreſpect, and might be looked upon as coercive. 

Lord Bellamont, Lord Mornington, Lord Mauntgarret, Lord 
Deſart, Lord Cariow, and Lord Carhampton anſwered, that 
no meaſure of diſreſpec to his Majeſty or the Gavernmert 
was meant or intended; it was ſtrialy parliamentary and 
conſtitutional, the ſituation of the country required it; 
they were the hereditary counſellors of the Crown and 
Nation, the medium power between the King and Pcople ; 
it was the duty of the Houſe to adviſe his Majefty on the 
wants or neceſſities of the ſtate. 3 

Lord Mountmorres replied upon the expediency of the 
reſoſution, the latter end of the day; he ſaid, he would have 
taken up the gauntlet thrown down by the Right Reverend 
Prelate, if he had ſtaid in the Houſe, and have proved 
from an eccleſiaſtical hiſtorian, Biſhop Burner, an inſtance 
where parliament. had been prorogued for fifteen. months, 
and where a queſtion was propoſed and agitated by the 
Doke of Buckingham ; that parliament had been diſolved 
by it; he ſaid, that he was a convert on the one ſide, from 
the doQrine counſelling the Crown by law to convene pat- 
liaments, on the other hand, by what was ſtronger, by 
limited ſupplies, and by what was the ſtrongeſt of laws, 
the law of neceſſity. 

That the mode of compelling the Crown by ſhort laws 
bad lately prevailed in England, through the preſent mi- 
niſters, when they took the cabinet by ſtorm; that the 
ſhorteſt law, which in honour of its illuſtrious author, he 
ſhould che with all the dignity of Roman refcript, and 
call it the Lex Pelpecula, the Foxtan Law, which 
was a Mutiny-bill for one month, and it had been one of 
the principal engines to carry their point. He cited the 
pleaſantry of a particular friend of his in England, remark- 
able for his bon mots and repartees (which we could not 
diſtinaly hear) upon the motion for appointing a new 
mimſter, and concluded with ſaying that it was relinquiſh- 


ing their dignity and importa nc to be ſilent upon ſuch an 


occaſion that their intereſt had been the favourite ſum- 
mit, and the object of his labours; and that as there was 
but one reſolution now before them, he. deprecated a ne- 
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gative as 4njurous te Adminiſtration, and revolting to every 


moderate man in the kingdom. | 
The queſtion was then put on the firſt reſolution, and 
carried with one diſſenting voice only 1 Annaly). 
The ſecond reſolution of the addrefs was not put. 
Adjourned *till Wedneſday. | 


N — —— a — 


WEDNESDAY, NovEMBER n 
This day the Lords met, and adjourned 'till Friday 
next. | 


——  — — — - — 
FarDday, NoveMBER J, 1783. 


Lord Hillſborough produced his writ of ſummons, took 
the uſual oaths and his ſeat in the Houſe, 


Lord Annaly moved, that the order of the day for the call 
of the Houſe be poſtponed to this day ſennight.—Ordered 
accordingly. | | : 


The order of the day was called and read, for reading 
the bill of indemnity for ſuch perſons as adviſed or acted 
under the proclamation of 1782, laying an embargo on 
the exportation of grain, and alſo under the proclamation 
of 1783, for encouraging and allowing the importation of 
foreign grain into this kingdom, on. account of the then 
ſcarcity. b 

Lord Anna/y thought they were wiſe and ſalutary mea- 
ſures of the then Chief Governor.—The bill ſpoke a lan- 
guage rather hurtful to the juſt prerogative of the Crown, 
which in caſes of great emergency had a right to lay on an 
embergo, but if the words in the preamble. of the bill were 
to ſtand, an idea would go forth that embargoes were not 
legal; he took that opportunity of declaring his, ſentiments 
on the bill, and thought it would be more proper to ſtrike 
out the exceptionahle words in the preamble, which were, 
after mentioning the proclamations, &c. “ although it was 
not juſtifiable by law.” 7 
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Lord Chancellor ſaid, it was laid down by great authorities 
in the law and parliament, that the Crown in caſes of ne- 
ceſſity may: lay on an embargo: In 1766 a like caſe had 
happened in Great Britain. There was three acts of Par- 
liament of force in England, of the 12th, 15th, and 22d 
Charles II. allowing that when corn was at a certain 
price it ſhould be lawful to export grain notwithſtanding 
any prohibition whatſoever. In 1796, it was therefore 
neceſſary to bring in a bill of indemnity, which cauſed great 
debates; there had been many inſtances of the like kind 
ſince, but how the law ſtood in this caſe in this kingdom 
was a queſtion; it was true, the title of the bill was a Bill 
of Indemnity, but he thought the words in the preamble 
would make it a declaratory law. He then ſuppoſed a 
caſe of a ſhip with grain ready for failing ſhould be ſtop- 
ped by a cuſtom-houſe officer, and that the owner ſhould 
ſhaot him, thinking he had a right; as the words in the 
act ſaid, the embargo was not juftifiable by law; he, there- 
fore, to prevent contention, thought the words in the bill 
not proper. 3 ; 

Lord Langford was of opinion the bill was of great con- 
ſequence, as it ſhewed a deſire of paying a due regard to 
the laws, and would have another good effect in deſtroying 
the principles and purpoſes for which embargoes have been 
often obtained, even by the worſt characters, and prevent 
contractors from plundering the public, as alſo exclude 
wanton embargoes for the future ; he would be therefore for 
giving his aſſent to the bill. 63, 

Lord Farnham allowed that in caſes of emergency the 
Crown had a power of laying on an embargo, and as their 
Lordſhips all ſeemed to agree in that point, in caſes of ne- 
ceſſity it either'was or was not law, if the aAs were here 
not equal to theſe in England, yet we have acts here that 
«give a bounty to the exportation of grain, and the necef- 
ſity can only be jadged of by the Crown. If an action 
ſhould be brought in ſuch a caſe againſt an officer of the 
euſtoms, would the plea of neceſſity be taken as a legal 
* Juſtification? No, ſome, probably ſmall, damages would 
be given; otherwiſe it would be, by the prerogative of 

the Crown, putting a proclamation in either cafes againſt 
an expreſs law. — ING: r 
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The Lord Chancel/sr replied, he did not mean to make any 
diſtinction between England and Ireland; wiſhed to avoid 
giving any opinion on the point, therefore wiſhed their 
Lordſhips to conſider of the matter.— The bill was com- 


mitted for Wedneſday next, and the Lords ordered to be 
ſummoned for that day. 


Lord Carhamptom declared his intention of bringing on a 
motion, on Friday next, for their Lordſhips conſideration, 
for an increaſe of the number of judges. 9 

Adjourned *till Monday. 


. 8 MoxpAx, NovemMBER 10, 1783. 

The Biſhop of Cloyne preſented his writ of ſummons» 
took the uſual oaths and his ſeat. 

Adjourned *till Wedneſday. 


— — * — _ g—_—_ * — 
* # * 


—— — 


- WepNnEsSDAY, NOVEMBER 12, 1783, 


The Houſe in a committee. | 
The bill for indemnifying ſuch perſons as adviſed his 
Excellency the Lord Lieutenaut to iſſue a proclamation 
laying an embargo on exporting grain for a limitted time, 
was read a ſecond time, purſuant to an order of a former 
day. | | N 13 
| Lord Annaly ſaid, that the higheſt compliments were 
due to the humanity of thoſe perſons who had adviſed the 
meaſure. He could not however avoid excepting to that 
part of the, preamble of the bill which ſtate the meaſure 
as „ not juſtifiable by law.” | 

He contended that there was nothing illegal in it; that 
the Crown had a right to ſuch an exertion of its preroga- 
tive; that the prerogative of the Crown required as much 
attention as any of the other branches of the legiſlature ; he 
therefore moved, that theſe words be expunged. | 

The Lord Chancellor ſaid, he was a friend to the bill, 
but he diſliked thoſe words. Neceſſity had juſtified the 
meaſure, 'The perſons who adviſed it, had done it not in' 
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a haſty manner, but on the beſt information that could be 
procured. The Lord Mayor of the city of Dublin had 


given information, that there was not a fortnight's con- 


ſumption of corn in the city ; and the accounts from the 
country collectors were of the moſt alarming nature; large 
orders every day coming for all kinds of grain, and ſo 
anxious was one houſe in particular to have their orders 
completed, that they had remiited to a bank in Dublin 
$000). to haſten the ſhipping. the ſooner. He admitted 
there were aQs of Parliament that granted buunties on the 
export of grain, which was a kind of parliamentary. li- 
cence; this ac; of the Privy Council militated againſt it; 
not but there were many cafes where the Crown had a right 
to exerciſe ſuch a power; for inſtance, in time of public 
calamity or war, it could not be denied but the Crown 
had a right to prevent ammunition or proviſions being 
ſhipped for the enemy. The perfons who now want to 
be indemnified did adviſe the meaſures of November 12th 
1782, and of laſt June, which was granting a bounty for 
a limited time on the importation of grain; bur furely the 
neceſſities of the times muſt operate in their favour. He 
was therefore for the principle of the bifl, but muſt object 
to the words in the preamble. 

Lord Mount morret.— I muſt, my Lords, loſe all rocdllec- 
tion of the proceedings of this Houſe upon the Addreſs to 
his Majeſty, the firſt day of this ſeffion, before that I can 
conſider the amendment, propoſed by the learned Lord, 
admiſſible upon the preſent occaſion. 

What was your Lordfhips expreſſion upon the fubjeQ, 
in the Addreſs to the Throne ? 

* Conſcions of the wiſdom of thoſe meafures adviſed 
by the Privy Council, which through the mercy of Divine 
Providence have averted from the people the miſeries of 
impending famine, we ſhall-gratefully concur in a parlia- 
mentary ſanction of the means purſued * Government to 
prevent ſo dreadful a calamity.“ 

To give a parliamentary ſanction to thoſe who aCted 
for the public good, though againſt the preſcription of lav 
o it is expreſſed in the bill as it originally ſtood— but, 
if you ought to adopt the amendment, and leave out the 

words though not juſlifiable by law,” it will appear 
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that you have indemnified thoſe who have aQted meri- 
toriouſly in all views and in all N and conſequently 
do not want indemnification. 

I ſay, my Lords, that the amendment will change the 
very nature of the law. For what is the definition of an 
act of indemnity ? It is a law to ſave thoſe from proſecu- 
tions, which may ariſe from their acting againſt law, 
though for the public good; ſo that unleſs theſe words 
ſtand, it will uot appear what you indemnify them. againſt ; 
and as the recital will contain nothing but a narrative of 
their actions for the public good, without mentioning that 
their conduct was not juſtifiable by law, the bill will be an 
2& of compliment, of panegyric, of eulogium term it 
as your judgment directs, or as your fancy liſts, but you 
cannot call it by the title of an act of indemnity. | 

I repeat, I mult intreat, the idea the recital muſt con- 
tain what it is you indemnify againſt z otherwiſe it is a 
blunder to indemnify againſt what is mentioned as meri- 
torious ; the bill may be entitled like the as decree—a 
bill but not an act of Parliament. 

Much, my Lords, has been ſaid upon the doQrine of 
embargoes, which I think not relevent to the preſent queſ- 
tion: the conſideration now before your Lordſhips nar- 
rows itſelf to this ground, Have there not been two acts 
of Parliament ſuſpended by proclamations from the Privy 
Council ? The noble Lord who preceded me has made this 
ſo clear that I ſhall not beat the ground over again, but 
take what he ſaid as proved and admitted, and confine what 
I have to ſay to this ſhort inquiry, whether there is a 
power in the Crown to ditpenſe with an act of Parlia- 
ment ? 

I do remember well, my Lords, the indemnity bill i in 

1766. I remember the debate, and though very. young at 
that time, it made a laſting imprefſion upon my mind. 

What was the caſe ? Parliament was to meet in 40 days, 
which notice it ſeems is neceſſary by law, but the miniſter 
laid on the embargo before it met, and caine to. Parlia- 
ment the firſt day of meeting for an indemnity. 

When this matter was argued in the Houſe of Lords, it 
was attempted by two law Lords to juſtity a latent power 
in the Crown to ſuſpend the execution of acts of Parlia- 
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ment, but Lord Chatham left them behind bim, and de- 
clared, although prerogative was denied by Mr. Locke * to 
be power veſted in the Crown to act beyond the preſcrip- 
tion of law, and ſometimes even againſt it for the public 
benefit,” yet that he came for indemnity to Parliament 
againſt an illegal act, not that he conſidered his adt how- 
cver as incomplete as only commenced and incohate, for 
that was his word, until it had received the Ry and 
ſanction of Parliament. 

And I do remember perfealy well the elfen of a 
great lawyer, who I have been early taught to reverence, I 
mean Sir William Blackſtone, upon that occaſion; as fat, 
ſaid that legal antiquarian, as far as my knowledge of the 
laws of England aſcend, I know of no power veſted in the 
Crown to diſpenſe with a poſitive act of Parliament. 

The words “ not juſtifiable by law,” are in my Lord 

Chatham's act of indemnity, and therefore I rhink as the 
caſes indent, and are perfealy ſimilar in all points, ſol 
think it ought to remain in this. ; 
And now, my Lords, ſince the general doArine of em- 
bargoes has been unaccountably hau led into this debate, I 
"mult fay a word upon that ſubjeQ, and pay a * com- 
pliment to the preſent Adminiſtration. 

I' do not ſuppoſe the learned Lord to have intended i it ; 
but if it be the principle of Adminiſtration, to juſtify the 
*doarine of embargoes, and revive it hy a ſide-· wind, I know 
not whether I ſhall admire more their folly or their inſidi- 
ouſneſs. After wounds which this country has received 
have been ſo lately healed, what can equal the folly of 
feſtering and rankling them anew, by a revival of the me- 
mery of embargoes ? What could equal the tyranny of 
the fate embargo for four years, unleſs it was the abſurdity 
of it? It was laid on in 1776. What was the plea for it? 
Ergland was at war with America. It is a fact mentioned 
by Doctor Robertſon, that although there was no black 
cattle found in America, yet upon their introduction from 
Europe, they multiplies fo faſt that in latter times they were 
uſed to ſlaughter them for their hides, 

Apply this circumſtance to the Triſh embargo; it was 
impoſed under the pretext of preventing the victualling 
country where cattle were ſlaughtered only: for their hides, 
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Mark the ſequel; the embargo was taken off at the end 


of four years when we were at war with the whole world, 
but not after lands being ſunk four, ſhillings in the pound 
by that meaſure, in one province, and the trade had been 
diverted into another channel,” and almoſt loſt ro this 
country. 

Lord Carysfort ſupported the bill as it now ſtood, as did 
alſo Lords Mornington, Farnham, and Mountgarret. 

Lord Amnaty, Archbiſhop of Cuſpeli, and the Lord Clan- 
cellor, ſpoke againſt it. 

On a diviſion there appeared 

Contents, — 21 


Not Contents, — 5 
Adjourned *till Friday next. 


— 


— —— 


FRip Ax, NOVEMBER 14, 1783. 


Read a third time, an engroſſed bill for indemnifying all 
perſons who adviſed or ated under the proclamation and 
order in council, for laying an embargo on account of the 
late ſcarcity of grain, and for allowing the importation of 
foreign grain. 


Lord Bellamont ſpoke in ſupport of the bill; which paſ- 
ſed without a diviſion. | 


The proper officer preſented at the bar, ſix different 
public accounts, | 


Lord Mountmorres moved, that the proper officer to 
lay before this Houſe, a patent by which the office of 
Clerk or Maſter of the Rolls was granted to the Right Hon. 
Richard Rigby, in his late Majeſty's reign; and alſo a liſt 
of all the patents of the officers of Clerk or Maſter of the 
Rolls, from the commencement of the reign of Henry 
VII. to the preſent time, incluſive, ' diſtinguiſhing which 
have been granted for lite, and which Mag pleaſure. 

Ordered accordingly. | 


The following appeals 5 this day entered on the 
records of the Houſe for trial: 
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George Davis, and Barbara, his wife, appellants; 
Thomas Oliver, reſpondent. 

Lord Doneraile, appellant; Richard Charters, refpon- 
dent. 

Nicholas Gay, Eſq; appellant ; Henry Shutcocks, re- 
ſpondent. 
_ Adjourned *till to-morrow. 
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SATURDAY, NOVEMBER 15, 1783. 


Lords met. | 
Ordered the bill for indemnifying thoſe perſons who 


had adviſed laying an embargo on grain, to the Commons. 
Adjourned *till Thurſday next. | 


— — — — —_— 
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TnuksDbAx, NOVEMBER 20, 1783. 


Lord Mou morres, after enumerating the inconvenien- 
- cies, and even the hardſhips incurred by the abſence of the 
Maſter of the Rolls from this kingdom, moved, That it 
be a,reſolution of this Houſe, that the Maſter of the Rolls 
ſhould attend his duty in this Kingdom. And that he ſhall 
be allowed until the Monday after Eaſter to comply with 
chaflme..) |! 

To the neceſſity of this motion he obſerved that in 
England the Maſter of the Rolls was the immediate means 
of eaſing the buſineſs of the Chancellor, and by that means 


the cauſe of expediting the various ſuits pending. That | 


it was a hardſhip one kingdom ſhould enjoy an advantage 
of this ſort, and not the other, where the ſalary annexed, 
was bountifully paid. | 
Lord Carysfort.—l ſhall be againſt deferring this buſineſs 
to ſo diſtant a period; I ſhall prefer its being brought on, 
on Tueſday next, the day the noble Viſcount firſt appoint- 
ed for that purpoſe—The ſooner it is negatived the better— 
I ſhould therefore heartily concur that the queſtion on it 
ſhould be now put, that I might vote againſt it. At this 
time it is premature and unneceſſary, it moreover makes 
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vaſion on the rayal prerogative, Parliament ſhould never 
interfere but on extraordinary occaſions that may require 
ſuch interpoſition, nit Modus, vindice Dignus. When the 
prerogative veſted in the Crown is manifeſtly , abuſed, it 
will be time for this Houſe to interfere for the good of 'the 


community; if precedents of this nature are once eſtabliſh- 


ed, the man indeed is wiſe that can tell where they may 
end. No one advantage can be derived from the meaſure 
now before us, the diſadvantages that may flow from it 
are many and alarming. 

Lord Mountgarret.—The increaſe of our trade, and of 
courſe the increaſe of dealings between man and man muſt 
alſo increaſe law-ſuits; if, therefore, the buſineſs of the 
courts 1s likely ſo to increaſe as that ſome think additional 
judges would be neceſſary, by what mode of reaſoning will 
it be proved that the Maſter of the Rolls, who is a judi- 
cial officer, is not neceſſary? In England that officer is 
as efficient as the Chancellor, by which means the ſuits 
that come into the Court of Chancery are much expedited, 
to the great promotion of juſtice, and the eaſe and advan- 
tage of the people. | 

If the attendance of the Maſter of the Rolls in that king- 
dom has, by experience, becn found to be followed by ſo 
good effects, why may not the ſame cauſe have the ſame 
utility in this country? I have not the honour to know 
the gentleman who at preſent fills the office in this king- 
dom, I cannot, therefore, be ſuppoſed to ſupport this mea- 
ſure, as being diſagreeable to him, I would act the ſame 
part, be the Maſter of the Rolls who he may, as I think 
it for the intereſt of Ireland. | 

The motion paſſed in the affirmative. 

Adjourned *till Monday next. 


* 
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MoxDaAy, NovemsBerR 24, 1783. 


Aſter ſome matters were ſettled relative to withdrawing 


an appeal, the report of the Lords committee was read 
about the ſtanding orders. | 
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The Archbiſhop of Caſbel objected to part of it, and it 
was therefore ordered to be taken into conſideration on 


Thurſday. 


The orders relative to appeals and private bills, were 
agreed tc, and, on Lord Mountmerres's motion, ordered to be 
affixed on the doors of the houſe, and in the avenues lead- 
ing to the courts of juſtice, . 


Lord Mountmerres moved for a committee to enquire 
into the fees on private bills. In this ſeaſon, ſaid he, of 
profeſſed retrenchment and ſpeculative economy, but of real 
expence and prafical profuſion ; when this Houſe, from 
motives of juſtice, and another Aſſembly, from motives of 
patriotiſm, have added 300,000). to the national charge, 
for the 6000). to the new Judges, and the 6000/. to the 

Lord Lieutenant and Secretary, making 1 2,000/. is the 

intereſt of that ſum at 4 per cent. 

I beg leave to call the attention of your Lordſhips to a 
matter, wherein a conſiderable ſaving may be made to the 
public, with regard to the expence of private bills. In 
England, my Lords, where the officers have. no other emo- 
luments than what ariſe from private bills, in both Houſes 
of Parliament, the expence of a fingle private bill amounts 
to no more than 130/. whereas in this country it amounted 
laſt ſeſſion to 30]. 7 F | 
I cannot help obſerving, that I cannot ſee any reaſon 
why the fees upon the private bills ſhould be more than 
they are in England ; why may not the ſame table of fees 
be eſtabliſhed that obtains in the Engliſh Parliament? 

And, my Lords, in regard to the fees that have been 
exacted in the two councils, by the Attorney and Solicitor- 
General, Clerks of the Hanaper, &c. c. of another 
country ; I cannot ſee what reaſon there can be for con- 
tinuing thoſe emoluments to them, or allowing any thing 
more than the uſual fees upon the great ſeal to be paid, 
when the bill has paſſed in both kingdoms, ſince neither 
the council, nor any other department, by the late modi- 

* fication of Poyning's law, have any more interference in 
legiſlative proceedings. „ 


E 


By this enquiry the fees of private bills may be reduced 
to the ſtandard of private bills in England, and if there 
be 20 bills in the courſe of one ſeſſion, a ſaving may be 
made of 5 or 60001. a year to this country. 


The motion was agreed to, and the Houſe * "ill 
Wee next. 
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WEDNESDAY, NOVEMBER 26, 1783. 


The three great money- bills, ſent up by the Commons, 
were read a firſt time, and ordered to be read a ſecond 
time to-morrow. | 

Lord Mountmerres ſaid. he had. ſomething of great im- 
portance to lay before the Houſe relative to thoſe bills; 
they ought to be conſidered ſeparately, and not in the man- 
ner they are now ſent, The mode in other kingdoms was, 
whenever any matter was introduced in a bill, which was 
foreign to the purpoſe and deſign thereof, a notice was 
given officially by Government, or by meſſage of com- 
munication from one houſe to the other, by which means 
the ſubject was generally debated the ſame day in both 
houſes. He had heard there was ſomething tacked to 
ſome of thoſe bills, which was unparliamentary and con- 
trary to a ſtanding order of the Houſe, which he defired 
might be read, The matter tacked to thoſe bills was of 
moment, not matter of economy, but an alarming increaſe 
of expence to the nation ; and therefore hoped the Houſe 
would give their utmoſt attention, and the moſt minute 


Inveſtigation to thoſe bills, 


Lord Farnham ſaid, if it was true that the matter was 
introduced into theſe 'bills, which was reported, it deſerved 
every attention and conſideration of the Houſe. 

Lord Mornington ſaid he underſtood there were large 
and expenſive grants, inadequate to the circumſtances of 
the country; great ſums given rather for the eaſe and 


indolence of great cotton manufacturers, than the encou- 


ragement thereof, An increaſe of the ſalary of the Lord 

Lieutenant, and 2000). a year for his Secretary, with other 

alarming increaſe of expence. He did not mention this, 
G 2 | 
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or riſe merely with an intention to oppoſe Government, 
but he wanted to know what was the œconomical plan of 
Government, or whether they had any ſuch z if they run 
into extraordinary expences, he would if he ſhould have , he 
misfortune even of ſtanding alone, oppoſe every expenſive 
| meaſure on 

The ſtanding order was read, purporting that whenever 
a bill was brought into that Houfe, wherein was introduced 
by taking or containing new and contrary matter, to the 
avowed purpoſe or intention of the bill, that the ſame was 
unparliamentary, and prejudicial to the intereſt of the 
country. | | 7 | 


' Adjourned. 
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-  MonvDar, DECEMBER I, 1783. os 
A meſſage from the Commons by Mr. Conolly and 
ſeveral other members, was received, deſiring the concur- 
rence of the Lords to the following reſolution + 
KReſolved, by and Commons in 
Parliament affembled, that an humble Addreſs be preſented 
to his Majeſty, to declare the perfect ſatisfaction which we 
feel in the many bleſſings we enjoy under his Majeſty's 
moſt auſpicious Government, and our preſent happy Con- 
ſtituuon; and to acquaint his Majeſty, that at this dime 
we think it peculiarly incumbent upon us to expreſs our 
determined reſolution to ſupport the ſame inviolate, with 
our lives and fortunes.” 
Which meſſage and reſolution being communicated to 
the Houſe by the Lord Chancellor, it was replied, that 
they would ſend an anſwer to the Commons by meſſengers 
of their own. - 

Lord Mountmerres—Though I ſhall be always for agree- 
ing to every dutiful and loyal Addreſs to his Majeſty, on 
every proper occaſion, I cannot agree to the preſent re- 
folution, as it conveys an alarming idea for which there 
is no foundation, and therefore hope the Houſe will not 
haſtily agree in a reſolution of ſuch conſequence, without 
taking time to give it the moſt mature deliberation ; or 
at leaft that they will wait ſome little time for ſome noble 
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Lords, who are gxpefted to appear in the Houſe this 
Ne then deſired the Addreſs of that Houſe to his Ma- 
jeſty, on the opening of the preſent ion, might be read; 
which was read accordingly. 

Lord Mornington.—Perhaps the noble Viſcount, with 
a view of poſtponing the matter, ſhall deſire us to wait for 
this or that noble Lord, and the opinion of this or that 
great Prelate, who are now, perhaps, with other great 
men, delivering their, doctrines and ſentiments | in another 
lace, 

: Lord Mountmorres 3 they are, I am ſure they 
will do every thing they can for the good of their country, 
which is their only wiſh. He then deſired the reſolution 
of the Houſe, returning thanks to the 1 — 
be read; which was read accordingly. : - 

Lord Aldborough i in giving his reaſons againſt agrecing to 
the reſolution, was called to order by Lord Hillfbsrough. 
Lord Aldborough inſiſting he was in order, a ſhort conver- 
ſation enſued on the point of order, as to introducing the 
proceedings in any other place, in the debates: of that 
Houſe. Lord Aldborough proceeded. —'The: reſohntion' for 
your concurrence, is only to lay a foundation for fears. 
Have the Volunteers ated in any manner hoſtile or impro- 
per to the peace of the kingdom? Can they be conſidered 
inimical to the Kingdom or Conſtitution ? No, I appeal to 
your journals for their juſtification. Why then this tidicu- 
lous idea of danger in a time of profound peace; I ſpeak 
as an independent man, for the good of my country. I am 
no partizan. I am agreeing to every meaſure that will 
prove my loyalty and affection to my King and Country, 
and my attachment to the Conſtitution. - But if any errors 
have crept into it, I am for correcting them, and doin 
what is the duty of every man and of this Houſe, to ſecure 
the rights and freedom of the people, and the liberty of 
Parliament. 

Archbiſhop of Caſhel. 5 deem it highly proper to agree 
to this Addreſs, at the preſent time, particularly as a mo- 
tion was lately made in the Houſe of Commons for leave 
to bring in a bill of parliamentary reform; and this reform, 
a meaſure which originated from the Volunteers, no& 
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met in grand convention in Dublin; a convention to which 
they proceeded in military array, under the very eye of 
Government, affuming to themſelves all the forms of a Con- 
ſtjtutional Aſſembly; nay; all the forms of Parliament; but 
they have gone a ſtep further than even Parliament, for 
they appointed their proceedings to be publiſhrd in a cer- 
tain paper, ſo that they have got their gazette. A motion 
was made by the Right Hon. Gentleman for leave to bring 
inthe bill, but being rejected, it was ſhaped into the ſen- 
timents of the Right Hon. Mover, though notoriouſly 
known to have originated with the Volunteers. — This is 
like the caſe of a proclamation 3—it is propoſed by the At- 
torney General, but it is well known not to be his proclama- 
ion, but that of the Privy Council. am ſatisfied it is 
the bill of an armed ſociety, and will you wait till the Vo- 
lunteers come to the bar, and preſent the bill on the points 
of their bayonets. Cromwell was a good repreſenta- 
tive of the people, as a repreſentative ; but when he con- 
ceived. , inſidious. deſigns, if the miniſters of Charles J. 
and the Parliament had been as watchful of their privileges 
as Cromwell was to overturn the Conſtitution, his power 
would never have increaſed in the manner it afterwards did, 
when the tyrant mocked Parliament, and took the mace 


from your table. In my apprehenſion this matter is brought 


cleatly before you ; if yon do not aſſert your privileges now, 
they are gone for ever. This is the time to exert ourſelves ; 
let us unite with one voice. That excellent author, Sir 
William Petty, ſays, that our preſent Conſtitution is as old 
as our freedom, exa perfect ; ſhall we ſuffer it to expire in 
our hands? The propoſed bill implies a cenſure on Parlia- 
ment; let us try the merits of the laſt Parliament. Do 
you not ſtand indebted to them for the Free Trade? Do 
you not ſtand indebted to them for the Mutiny-bill? Do 
you not ſtand indebted to them for the bill for regulating 
the Paſſing of Bills? For the repeal of Poynings' Law, the 


Bill to redreſs erroneous Judgments, and the Independence 


of the Judges ? Do you not ſtand indebted to them for the 


National Bank, which has reduced money to 5 per cent.? 
And do you not ſtand indebted to them for the bulwark of 
liberty, the Habeas Corpus AQt? Theſe are the acts of the 
Kft. Parliament, and can any man ſay they were corrupt ? 
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They ought to be written 1n letters of gold over your doors. 
The reſolution ſhall have my hearty concurrence. , 

The Lord Clancellur.— This reſolution was agreed to by 
the Commons, and they now deſire your concurrence. 
The queſtion originated from the Volunteers; no one can 
be ignorant of that fact; we cannot ſhut our eyes, for the 
public prints announce their proceedings, that they want 
to make an alteration in our Conſtitution 5; we will not 
have our Conſtitution changed; and therefore 1 hope your 
Lordihips will ſupport this reſolution. 

Duke of Leinfier—My attachment to this country, and 
my ſituation is ſo well known, that I need ſcarcely mention 
any thing on that head ; independent of property, connec- 
tions and reſidence, 1 teel as warmly for its welfare as any 
other perſon whomſoever ; but the urgency of the occaſion 
requires the delivery of my opinion on the preſent queſtion. 
I ſhall refer to the Journal of the 18th of Jan. 1780, for the 
record of your ſentiments reſpeQing the interference of any 
men out of Parliament to alter the Conſtitution. The queſ- 
tion in debate appears to have originated from armed bodies 
of men, whoſe conduct, in every other particular, has been 
in the higheſt degree noble and patriotic, but that of inter- 
fering to alter the Conſtitution. And painful as it muſt be 
to me to differ in opinion with men whom [I ſo highly eſ- 
tcem and reſpect, my inviolable attachment to that Conſti- 
tution decides me to ſupport the preſent reſolution. 

Earl of Tyrone, —l have the higheſt reſpe& for the Vo- 
lunteers; I have received the honour of commanding three 
corps of that body of men in the country I reſide in; and 
I have taken every opportunity of telling them my ſenti- 
ments, of diſclaiming every idea of their interfering in alter- 
ing the Conſtitution ; when they elected delegates, I decli- 
ned having any thing to do in that affair, I will therefore 
exert every effort in ſupporting the dignity and authority of 
Parliament, and in preſerving the happy Conſtitution 
which we have derived from our anceſtors. 

Lord Anna/y.—l ſhould conſider myſelf as pot acting pro- 
per if I gave a ſilent vote on this occafion. It has come 
from an armed body of men; Lallow they have been uſeful 
in the country, particularly in putting a ſtop to the hough- 


ing of cattle, the burning of houſes, and in aſſiſting the 


* 


B { PAREIAMENTARY 


civil magiſtrate in the execution of the laws, and aſſociatin 

in the time of war to prevent an invaſion. I ſhould now 
mention what has been done ſince that period; they have 
continued in arms ſince the peace, and fit in congreſs at 
the Rotunda, and their debates appear in the news-papers ; 


which was never before heard of in any civilized country, | 


I own, when it was propoſed to return them the thanks of 
this Houſe, I oppoſed it, as I did not think them conſtitu- 
tionally aſſembled, and Parltament cannot but be ſuppoſed 
to know what every one elſe knows. I hope that |this 


reſolution for an addreſs will paſs, as it will teſtify to his 


Majeſty our firm reſolution to ſupport the Conſtitution with 
our lives and fortunes, and at the ſame time tell theſe armed 
bodies, that we will not ſuffer any innovations on the rights 
and privileges' of Parliament. I am afraid that ſome per- 
ſons in Great Britain are willing to try the effe& of this pro- 
poſed bill here, and throw the miſchief of it upon this 
country. I ſhall give my voice for agreeing to the reſolu- 
tion. : 

Lord Drogheda.—The bill originated from the Volun- 
teers, and though 1 have not the honour of being one of 
them, I have the higheſt reſpect and regard for that body. 
The occaſion of their firſt embodying was owing to an 
ill-digeſted letter ſent from Government to the magiſtrate 
of Beltaſt, in anſwer to a letter from him, for troops to 
defend that country. The anſwer was, that it was impoſ- 
ſible for Government to comply with their requeſt ; that 
the inhabitants of Belfaſt muſt take care of themſelves ; 
they, in conſequence, armed themſelves, and protected the 
country without any expence to Government, except a 
few arms ſent to each county; the conduct of the Volun- 
teers deſerved approbation, and I am ſatisfied they never 
would have had any idea of this meaſure, if ſome diſatisfied 
perſons had not acquired influence over their conduct. 

Lord Hiliſb>raugh.—l1 do not know how to expreſs my- 
ſelf with ſufficient tenderneſs with regard to the people 
whoſe intereſt had been the ſtudy of Adminiſtration to 
promote, by giving every prote & ion to the trade and manu- 
factures of Ireland. I lament that ſome perſons have at- 
tempted to ſow diſſentions amongſt them, but I am happy to 
find that the number of thoſe perſons is few. I have the 


greateſt reſpect for the Volunteers, conſidering the eſſential 
ſervices they have rendered to this country, during the war, 
in protecting the coaſts, and aſſiſting the civil magiſtrate 
in the execution of the laws. Many perſons of great ta- 
lents are among them, I will give them every degree of 
praiſe; but I muſt depart from them; I will, I muſt diſpute 
any right they claim with reſpect to the legiſlation ; for 
Parliament have ſufficient powers to render the Conſtitu- 
tion perfectly pure, without the interference of the Vo- 
junteers. If you give a negative to this Addreſs, you in 
effect admit the propriety of the interference of the Volun- 
teers, though the Houſe of Commons rejected ſuch inter- 
ference ; and the Volunteers might then ſay, we will go 
down to the Houſe of Commons, with bayonets fixed, and 
ſay, the Houſe of Lords are our friends, why are not you 
ſo? It is neceſſary to ſupport the Conſtitution, in order to 
avail ourſelves of thoſe bleſſings we now enjoy. 

Earl of Al/dborough ſaid that he had the honour {of being 
one of the delegates, and he could with certainty declare, 
that ſuch an idea never exiſted of intruding on the Con- 
ſtitution, or the privileges of Parliament; the Volunteers 
would, he doubted not, approve themſelves the friends 
of the Conſtitution. His Lordſhip ſaid that what he ſpoke 
in this Houſe were his own ſentiments ; if they correſpond- 
ed with the ſentiments of other aſſemblies, he was not 
aſhamed of them or of his own, 

Lord Carysfort ſaid that it was a duty we owed to our- 
ſelves, and to our poſterity, to defend with our lives and 
property the Conſtitution ;. to agree to this Addrefs was 
ſaying nothing more than expreſſing our juſt ſenſe of the 
bleſſings we enjoy under our preſent Conſtitution. It is 
an Addreſs ſent up by the Commons for your concurrence; 
they have thought it neceſlary at this time, and I concur in 
it, As to the Volunteers, I cannot ſuppoſe that the Par- 
liament ſhall ever be influenced in their deliberations, by 
any body of men whatever. The people have declared 
their ſentiments reſpeQing the Conſtitution ; but I never 
heard they had the leaſt intention of coercive meaſures. 
cannot think it, poſſible they ever entertained any ſuch 
dea; they could not do it without departing from the end 
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of their inſtitution, which was not to controul, but to ſup- 
port Parliament. The conduct of the Volunteers in af. 
ferting the rights of Ireland, deſerved what they had 
received —the thanks of both Houſes of Parliament. If 
any exceſſes are to be imputed to them, it muſt be attribut- 
ed to their love for their country, and a ſpirit of liberty and 
virtue, and in ſuch a ſpirit Government has its beft ſupport. 
By the ſtatute laws, every proteſtant may have arms, and 
learn the uſe of them to defend his Majeſty's Government. 
The Volunteers are a legal and conſtitutioaal body in my 
opinion. But I'muſt ſay at the ſame time, that taking arms, 
and proceeding to acts of violence, unleſs done in defence 
of the laws, is illegal. c 
Lord Mornington. — This Addreſs comes from the Com- 
mons, and they deſire your Lordſhips to concur in it. The 
aſſembly of the Volunteers has ſat for near three weeks, 
with all the forms of Parliament; and will any noble Lord 
ſay they have no intention to infringe the privileges of Par- 
lament, and, perhaps, to the total extinftion of the laws 
of the land. Has not both Houſes of Parliament been 
ſurrounded by armed mobs? and will any man pretend to 
ſay, it is not time for this Houſe to interfere. Shall any 
noble Lord, high in office, though not in confidence, or 
any noble Lord in confidence, though not in office, not 
have a ſenſe of the danger of the times, as the Houſe of 
Commons ſeem to have. I am for this Addrefs, and upon 
this ground, that it offers to his Majeſty a ſufficient and 
neceſſary pledge of our loyalty. and affection to his perſon, 
and the Conſtitution of the country; and tothe people, it 
ſpeaks our firmneſs—for Parliament will not be robbed of 
its privileges, even- by its own children ; and we cannot, 
for the ſake of out poſterity, ſuffer it. We ought to give 
Government our aſſiſtance, when its imbecility may re- 
quire it, to ſupport the Conſtitution. A great deal has 
been ſaid relative to the Volunteers; there is no man that 
reveres, that re ſpects them more than I do; their temper 
and moderation has made the greateſt impreſſions on my 
mind, but Fam not blind to their imperfections, when [ 
find they have gone beyond the original idea of their inſti- 
tution. If the Conſtitution is ſuffered to be infringed, ! 
will not remain to be a witneſs of it, but leave the country. 
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If the Conſtitution. is not ſupported, no body of people can 
be happy. 

Lord Mountmorres.—At ſo late an hour, my Lords, I 
appear before you with reluQance ; oppreſſed as I am with 
the taſk of replying to the abilities manifeſted by ſo many 
Lords during the courſe of this debate. 

To enter into a competition with the noble Lord (Morn- 
ington) I ſhould with to avoid; the public intereſt may be 
promoted by our co-operation, but not much by our colli- 
fion ; diſcretion tells me, that among the candidates for 
public opinion and popular fame, fortune, like other 
temales, uſually prefers the younger to the older claimant. 

I ſhall give the noble Lord ,full credit for the diſplay of 
abilities; I admit that he has held a manly language. 
The character which has been drawn by a maſterly hand, 
by the great Speaker of the Convention Parliament (by 
Lord Halifax)—the character of a Trimmer, will not apply 
to the noble Earl—trimming will not be evidenced by his 
conduct; neither am I perſuaded will his Lordſhip TRIM 
upon this or upon any other occaſion. 

To all the big words and inflated expreſſions which I 
have heard, of danger to the Conſtitution, and inſults from 
conventions of armed men; I anfwer | in two ſhort empha- 
tic words—Prove it. 

If formidable ſpectres, pretending the downfal of the 
Conſtitution, were to appear in this Houſe, I admit the 
noble Lord is frightened with a becoming dignity ; the 
ancient Raſcius, or the modern Garrick, could not ſtart 
with a better grace, at the appearance of a ſpectre. 

But I, my Lords, whom am a plain man, of not ſo very 
lively a fancy, cannot ſee them; and am I ſtill to aſk, 
what theſe dangers are, or how fancy can torture into dan- 
ger two reſpectable Members of the other Houſe of Par- 
liament, aſking to bring in a bill for the mapeorement of 
the Conſtitution. | 

A learned Lord (Lord Annally) has talked of the ille· 
gality of the Volunteers; he diſſented to the vote of thanks. 
L was one of the laſt that put on this garb in compliance 
with the deſires of the gentlemen where I live—when it 
had become almoſt the mode and dreſs of this country. — 
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I muſt ſay a word upon that illuſtrious body of men and 
of their proceedings. 

A noble Earl (Lord Hillſporough) has given you an ac- 
count of their origin, from the letter to the inhabitants of 
Belfaſt ; — but I deny that the inhabitants of Belfaſt were 
armed by themſelves, for arms were ſent down by Go. 
vernment, and 500 ſtand of arms were afterwards diſtri- 
buted by Government to the thirty-two counties; ſo that 
not only they, but 16,000 of the Volunteers. were armed 
and countenanced by Government. 

1 am not converſant with the black letter, to point out 

the particular a& of Parliament, but their inſtitution was 
warranted by the firſt of all laws, paramount and antece- 
dent to every other—the law of ſelf-defence and ſelf-pre. 
ſervation, _ 

To the authority of the noble Lord, I oppoſe that of the 
great and excellent man in a ſimilar ſituation! in another 
country ; what was his opinion at the time of the riots ? 
Soldiers are citizens ; they do not Joſe their civil rights 
by their military ſituation; they may be called on by the 
civil magiſtrates as a part of the Pole C omitatus, to pre- 
ſerve the peace.“ Apply this doctrine to the Volunteers; 
If mercenary ſoldiers are citizens, how can it be argued 
that thoſe have loſt their right of diſcuſſing conſtitutional 
queſtions, the birth-right of freemen, becauſe they hive 
armed in defence of their country, 

I do not ſay that any body of men have a right to dies 

tate to Parliament ;—but I aſk the noble Lord, what law 
reſtrains the ſubjeQs to propoſe queſtions for the conſidera- 

ion of Parliament? Has not that right been often aſcer- 
tained? Was not the language of the Commons of Eng- 
land deciſive upon this in the Kentiſh petition ſoon after 
the Revolution? 

My Lords, I have often heen alked in England, what 
were the numbers and deſcriptivn of the Volunteers? To 
the firſt I anſwered, I could not tell, but that the ſtrongeſt 
deſcription I could give was, by the word CLANSHIP, 
or 1n other terms, every Gentleman of property arming his 
tenants and followers; and in foreign countries, I anſwered 
to ſimilar queſtions, that every man who was capable of 
arming in this country, was armed. 
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I do not retract that definition; I remember the recent 
expreſion—The armed Majeſty of the People; I admired 
it, not only as an elegant expreſſion, but a brilliant truth; 
and according to my ideas, the People and the Volunteers 
are reciprocal terms, ſynonimous deſcriptions, and to ſay 
that you refuſe the deſires or petitions of the one, is to ne- 
gative the deſires of the other. 

I know not what new fears have ariſen; I know they 
have been recently thanked by this Houſe. for their conduct 
ſince the laſt Dungannon meeting. It is true, Lords are 
now warm in their approbation; it is but juſtice: their 
inſtitution marks not the leaſt brilliant page in the annals 
of mankind; and he muſt be cold indeeil who does not 
receive with enthuſiaſm an inſtitution, which would do 
honour to the Roman legions in the pureſt day of the re- 
public, and which has cauſed the noble genius of Italy to 
appear once more upon the ſtage. 

But, my Lords, I know not that they have even a 
proached Parliament. A bill of reformation to the — 
tution it has been ſaid, has been refuſed leave in another 
aſſembly, and has given riſe to this addreſs, 

My Lords, I am frank upon the ſubject; I am no 
friend to the reformation of the conſtitution 5 I admire it 
with reſpe& and veneration, as the production of the ex- 
perience of time, and the wiſdom of a thouſand years. 

But if a man of ſuperior abilities, equal, it not ſuperior, 
to any that I have ever known in this or any other country, 
ſhould propoſe a plan to reſtore and preſerve the ſpirit of 
the conſtitution, I would ſay, do not condemn it unheard ; 
let it reſt upon its merits, try it upon them; but do not 
let your prejudice anticipate your judgment, 

My Lords, if many parts of the plan meet unanimous 
approbation, why is the whole rejected; if enlargement of 
franchiſe in decayed boroughs ſhould be propoſed, aſk the 
gentlemen of Suſſex, is it a new idea in England? Look 
at the new rules upon your code in the days of Charles II. 
empowering the Lord Lieutenant and Council to enlarge 
the number of freemen in Dublin and other towns, and 
tel] me, is it a new propoſition in this country. 

If in two inſtances they- ſhould forerun the practibility 
of co-operation with England, may it not be altered upon 
parliamentary proviſion. 
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My Lords, a right reverend Prelate has mentioned the 
merit of the laſt parliament in the reſtoration of our con- 
ſtitution. I admit it; but I deny their claim to excluſive 
merit; they ſhared it with the Volunteers: that inſtitution 
enabled their wiſdom to wield the force of an arrayed, armed 
and efficacious people. 

My Lords, the noble Lord upon the ck has re- 
minded you of the anſwer of the barons of England to in- 
novations, and their celebrated Nolumus leges Angliz 
mutari; he has net told you the occaſion, and 1 will ſup- 
ply it; it was upon a requifition from Rome, to adopt the 
principle of the canon law, that children born before wed- 
lock ſhould be legitimated upon a ſubſequent marriage; 
it was an anſwer to papal encroachment, But the know- 
ledge of the noble Lord in parliamentary records will not 
produce ſuch an anſwer, or F ſuch a negative, to the defires 
of tne people. 

Upon the whole, my — I ſee no reaſon, I have, 
heard none, for this addreſs; I found my conduct upon the 
conduct of a great Prelate (Archbiſhop King) which has 
been read at your table, I am againſt frivolous and unne- 
ceffary addreſſes to the Throne. He was a great name in 
the learned, as well as the political world; his celebrated 
book dictates the exprefſion—l hope this Addreſs will not 
be the OR1GIN OF EVIL. 

If there is any real danger to the Conſtitution, let the 
Houſe of Commons expreſs and prove it; I will meet 
them; 1 will go hand in hand with them. I am ready to 
periſh in the ſeat of legiſlation in defence of its rights, as 
the Roman ſenators did when the Gauls invaded the Capi- 
tal. But if nofturnal addreſſes are brought up here, founded 
on imaginary dangers and unreal phantoms; if I am forced 
out of my own Province, and compelled to ſpeak of their 
proceedings, I will ſpeak to them with the frankneſs be- 
coming my character and ſituation; I will ſpeak to them 
as our great 'couniryman, Sir William T emple, ſpoke to 
Charles II. I admire your fituation as repreſentatives of 
the people; as really ſuch you are great indeed; but if 
you refuſe to gratify their reaſonable deſires, if you ſtifle the 
petitions of the people, if vou deprive yourſelves under the 
umbrage and protection of the other parts of the legiſlature; 
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you ate NOTHING z— nothing, when contradiſtingniſhed 
and ſet in oppoſition to the ſenſe, defires, and opinion of 
the collective body of the people. | 

I have ſaid, my Lords, that the couduct of the Volun- 
teers, or of the people, has been decent and moderate, 
I have not the honour to be a delegate; I preſume too 
much in being their ſponſor, But I will go further, their 
ſubſequent conduct will be as proper and as moderate, and 
the morning ſun which ſhall enlighten this land, will ſee 
and verify the prediction. 

Lord Carlow.—lf I was to be enſlaved, I would rather 
be under the will of one tyrant than the many. 

Lord Power ſcourt,—lt is not unconſtitutional to ſay the 
parliament is corrupt. No man can deny it; it is too 
well kuown that two-thirds receive the wages of corrup- 
tion, 

Lord Dyſart.—Though I am for giving every conſiſtent 
proof of our loyalty and attachment to our Sovereign and 
our ſiſter country, I cannot agree with the reſolution pro- 
poſed, in raifing up a phantom of danger without ſub- 

nce. 

Lord Inchiquin declared himſelf in favour of the reſolu- 
tion. — N 

Lord Mount garret was of opinion our free trade was 
merely nominal, a ſhadow without ſubſtance; that the 
Engliſh did every thing in their power to prevent its effect; 
but as he thought there was a ſeeming coercion, he would 
be for agreeing to the reſolution, in ſupport of the freedom 
of Parliament and the Conſtitution. 

The Biſhop of Clonfert was for agreeing to the reſolu- 
tion; and ſaid if there was any danger it ought to be met 
boldly. 

Lord Mountmorres replied, the Volunteers were conſti- 
tutional members of ſociety, they had not loſt their rights 
or privileges as citizens by taking arms, they had a right 
to arm themſelves by the law of the land. He cited Lord 
Mansfield's opinion, that a ſoldier or officer in the army 
did not loſe his right of a citizen by being a ſoldier, He then 
moved the previous queſtion, that this queſtion be now 


put, which was carried in the affirmative without a divi- 
ſion, ; 


o 
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The main queſtion was then put, to agree to the reſo- 
lution. | 


Contents, — 46 
Proxies, — — 6 
52 

Nan-contents, — 85 
Majority, — 48 


Teller for the Contents, Lord Mornington. 
Teller for the Non- contents, Lord Mountmorres. 


The blank after the words * Reſolved, by,” was then 
ordered to be filled up, by inſerting the words, © the Lords 
Spiritual and Temporal.” And then the reſolution ap- 
| peared to be the joint reſolution of the Lords Spiritual and 
Temporal and Commons, in Parliament aſſembled. 


N. B. Every noble Lord who ſpoke in this debate, on 
either ſide of the queſtion, declared their regard and re- 
ſpect for the Volunteers, 


After reading the bills for the encouragement of the 
Linen and Hempen Manufacture, the Sugar-bill, and Mr. 
Singleton's private bill, | 

The following Proteſt was entered on the Journals: 


Diſſentient, 


BECAUSE we conceive that, excepting in thoſe caſes 
where conſtant uſage has rendered Addreſſes neceſſary, his 
Majeſty ought never to be addreſſed but upon great and 
important occaſions. 

| Becauſe we do not know nor believe that any cauſe now 
exiſts to require or demand the Addreſs which a majority 
of this Houſe has thought fit to ſend up to the Throne. 
CHARLEMONT, 
ALVBOROUGH, 
PowERSCOURT, 
MoUxTMORRES. 


- Adjourned *till Thurſday next. 
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THURSDAY, DECEMBER 4, 1783. 


The Houſe having reſolved into a committee, Lord 
Viſcount Ranelagh in the chair, 


An engroſſed bill from the Commons, entitled a Bill for 
the Advancement of Trade, was read. 


The Houſe was reſumed, Lord Annally on the wool- ſack, 
the Lord Chancellor being indiſpoſed. 

The Lord Lieutenant's Anſwer to their Lordſhips Ad- 
dreſs, in which his Excellency declared the ſatisfaction he 
felt for their dutiful Addreſs, and expreſſed his thanks, was 
then read, and ordered to be entered on the Journals. 


Lord Ranelagh reported from the committee, the bill 
for the Advancement of Trade. 


Ordered to be read a third time. 


Lord Carysfort moved the following reſolutions, viz. 

Reſolved, by the Lords Spiritual and Temporal, in Par- 
liament aſſembled, nem. con. That all grants for the encou- 
ragement of particular manufaQures, arts, and inventions, 
or for the conſtruction or carrying on of any public or other 
works, ought to be made in ſeparate acts, and that the 
practice of annexing ſuch grants to bills of aid or ſupply 
for the ſupport of his Majeſty's government, is unparlia- 
mentary, and. tends to the deſtruction of the Conſtitu- 
tion. 

Reſolved, by the Lords Spiritual and Temporal, in Par- 
liament aſſembled, nem. con. That this Houſe will reject any 
bill of aid or ſupply to which any clauſe or clauſes, the 
matter of Which is foreign to, and different from the matter 
of the ſaid bill of aid or ſupply, or any clauſe or clauſes for 
the granting of any ſum or ſnms of money for the encou- 
ragement of particular manufaQures, arts or inventions, or 
for the conſtruction or carrying on of any public or other 
works, ſhall be annexed, _ 

In ſupport of this motion, he ſtated the ancient uſage of 
Parliaments of Great Britain, from whence the Conſtitu- 
tion of this country had its origin; and ſaid, the preſent 
mode of tacking the ſalaries * the officers and ſervants of 
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Parliament, as well as grants to other perſons, and for other 
purpoſes, was, of latter days, an innovation on the Con- 
ſtitution and laws of Parliament, 

Lord Mountmerres—My Lords, when this ſubje& was 
firſt mentioned, on a former day, in this Houſe, I aſſerted 
that all private grants to individuals in England came' from 
the Houſe of Commons in ſeparate bills ;—an aſſertion 
which a noble Earl near me (Lord Hillborough) corro- 
borated from his on perſonal knowledge and authority in 
the proceedings of the Britiſh legiſlature. 

It is my intention to prove that the preſent mode of 
tacking private grants to money bills, is an uſurpation upon 
this Houſe, and a novelty in the, Conſtitution, and to ſub- 
mit my reaſons to your Lordſhips. 

1 differ from the noble Earl in one aſſertion on a for- 
mer day. I do not think this Houſe can alter money bills. 
I found my opinion on the authority of the great lawyer, 
Lord Chief Baron Gilbert. 


« Taxation always granted by the Commons.” 


Gilbert's Chancery, f. J. But becauſe the Commons, 
ſitting by right of repreſentation, could give no more than 
they were impowered by their principals, therefore all tax- 
ation uſed to begin in their Houſe ; neither would they 
ſuffer it ever to be altered, becauſe they looked upon that 
to be a breach of truſt, in not conforming to the original 
inſtructions they received from their principals. This 
ſeemed to be taken from the cuſtoms of the ancient bo- 
roughs, who were inſtructed to give a particular ſum for 
every particular borough ; and they did not immediately 
leave that way cf taxing: And afterwards, when they 
came into a more general way of taxing by tenths and 
fifteenths, they uſed to conſult their principals, as they 
had formerly done, what they could bear; and when once, 
by conſultation together, they had formed one general 
ſubſidy,” they would never ſuffer it to be touched by the 
ſuperior Baronage. Thus gave the power of the purſe to 
the Commons, "which; © as it gave an opportunity to the 
Crown to gather great tums « o he people, ſo it made them 

a balance for the ancient Baronage; and in after-times, 
even too great for them,” 
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This I think concluſive upon this head, and I proceed 
to conſider famply—the r right of a ſeparate diſtin negative 
in the Crown and the Houſe of Lords—and therefore that 
according not only to right, but ancient uſage, all private 
grants ſhould come up in ſeparate bills. 

In early times, I find but few money-bills upon the 
Statutes ; probably the Government of this kingdom was 
ſupported by the demeſnes of the Crown, or other regali- 
ties which were derived from the common-law. I have in 
my hand, notes which are accurately taken and reviſed. 
from the Statute-books,——— The firſt that I find is in the 
Statutes at large. 

An act of 28th of Hen. VIII. vol. i. p. 110. intitled 
An Act for granting a twentieth part of Eccleſiaſtical 
Benefices.” In which there are no private grants. 

The ſecond, an act of the 3d and th Philip and Mary, 
vol. 1. p 277. intitled © The Act of Subſidy.” In which 
there are no private grants. 

The third, an act of the 11th of Fliz. vol. i. p. 253: 
ch. 1. intitled “ An AR for giving orders for bringing in 
of Wines into this Realm, where they ſhall be diſcharged, 
who ſhall rate the prices of them; and alſo for a Grant of 
a Cuſtom out of the ſame Wines.” In which there are 
no private grants; unleſs that exemption to Peers and 
Privy Counſellors importing a certain quantity of Wines, 
duty free, be conſidered as a private grant; which privi- 
lege, I believe, exiſts at preſent. 

Fourth. An act of the 11th and r2th of James I. vol. i. 
p. 460. intitled “ An AR for granting one entire Subſidy 
by the Temporalty. ch. V.“ In which there are no pri- 
vate grants. 

Fifth. An act of the 10th of Charles I. vol. ii. p. 2. 
intitled *“ An Act for the grant of four entire Subſidies by 
the Temporalty.“ In which there are no private grants. 

Sixth, An a of the 15th of Car. I. vol. ii. p. 106. 
intitled “ An AR for the grant of four entire Subſidies by 
the Temporalty.” In which are no private grants. 

Seventh and eighth. Two acts of the 14th and 15th 
Car, II. vol. ii. p. 249. The one for the grant of four, 
and the other for the grant of eight entire Subſidies by the 


Temporalty. In which there are no private grants. 
I 2 
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Ninth. An act of the 14th and 15th of Charles II. 
vol. ii. p. 36s. intitled “ An AR for the ſettling of the 
Exciſe, or new Impoſt, upon his Majeſty, his Heirs and 
ducceſſors, according to the Book of Rates therein inſert- 
ed.” In which there are no private grants. 

I have carefully looked over all the acts relative to the 
hereditary revenue, and find no private grant in them; 
on the contrary, there are clauſes againſt granting any part 
of the hereditary revenue in penſions, or otherwiſe, to in- 


dividuals, 


The mode which obtained before the Reſtoration for 
raiſing money, was by joint conſent of both Houſes, 
1639. | 

a T he Lord Chancellor delivers the meſſage to the 
Lord Lowther ; that twelve of the Lords do meet twenty- 
four of the Commons, to congratulate their chearful giving 
of the ſubſidies, and the declaration underſtood by them 
to be intended; and to agree and join in the form with 
them at three o'clock in the afternoon, in the next room,” 
Lord, Fournals, 104. 


Commiſſioners to aſſeſs Lords. 


« Ordered, that the Lords above-written be Commiſ- 
ſioners to aſſeſs the Lords Spiritual and Temporal and the 
\ Clergy in the preſent poll; and this way ef raiſing money 
to be no precedent for the future ; and that it be done within 
a week. Lords Journals, 276. 


All for raiſing 30,000). 


An add for raiſing 30,000/, for the Duke of Ormond, 
read and paſſtd. Lord. Journals, 299. 


Report concerning 20,000/. for the uſe and contingencies of 
both Houſes. 


Vide 14 and 15 Ch. 22. Members of Parliament 
took up ſums of money on their own credit, to defray ex- 
pences of Commiſſioners ſent to England, to be raiſed, ai 
preſcribed by aft for raiſing 30,000/, for the Duke i 
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Ormond, according to the mode laid down by both Houſes 
of Parliament. 

« Meſſage to Commons, that this Houſe hath appointed 
four Lords to manage a free Conference touching the diſ- 
poſal of the 20,000/. deſigned for the contingencies of 
both Houſes.” ——Report from Cunference, ibid. 


Statutes, vol. iii. p. 245. 4th W. and M. c. 3.— 

An act for an additional duty of exciſe upon beer, ale and 
other liquors. No private grant in it. 

P. 249. jth W. III. c. The like. 

P. 289. ch W. III. c. 14.— An act for granting a 
ſupply to his Majeſty, by raiſing money by a poll and other- 

27 No private grant in it. 
312. jth W. III. c. 14.— An a& for granting 
_ his Majeſty an aid or additional cuſtom on the ſeve- 
ral goods and merchandizes therein mentioned. No pri- 
vate grant in it. 

P. 328, jth W. III. c. 28.——An act 2 continuing 
the ſtatute for an additional exciſe upon beer, ale and other 
liquors. No private grant in it. 

P. 353. gth W. III. c. 4. — An a& for granting an 
additional duty on tobacco. &c. Private grants to the ſons 
of the Speaker, Sir Audley Mervin—and the Clerk, Mr. 
Warburton, to the amount of 6600/. 

P. $74. gth W. IH. c. 8.——An ac for granting a 
ſupply to his Majeſty by raiſing money by the poll. No 
private grant in it, 

P. 451. 1oth W. III. c. 3.— An at for raifing 
120, 00. on lands, &c. No private grant in it. 

P. 471. toth W. UI. c. 4.— An att to complete 
the ſupply to his Majeſty, &c. and to finiſh the barracks. 
No private grant init for other purpoſes. 

2d. of Anne, c. 1.——-An act for an additional duty of 
exciſe on deer, &. No private grant it. 

2d of Anne, c. 4——An act for * the addi- 
tional duty of exciſe on beer, &c. 


Grants to clerks and officers, & c. to 1s : 
the amount of 1 800 
And to Mrs. Hamilton 5 60 £1400 
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4th of Anne, ch. 1. — An act for granting to her Ma- 
jeſty an additional Gy on boat, Ke. No private grant 
in it. 
6th of Anne, e. 3.-ywwkn aa fo granting to her Ma- 
zeſty an additional duty, &c. 
Grants to clerks, &c. - £1350}. 
To Charles Rickeſies, Eſq; 5 1997 7 4 3347 


Ordered upon this, by the Lords, that C. R. Eſq; do 
pay the ſees for this clauſe, to officers, as for a private bill, 


8th of Anne, c. 1 12 act for the better ſecuring 
the payment of duties, &c. No private grant in it, 


'$th of Anne, c. 2 e Ae granting an additional 
ty, &c. 
Grants te clerks, -K . 1750 
gth of Anne, c. 1.——An act for better ſecuring to her 


Majeſty the payment of ſuch duties as ſhall by granted, &c. 
No private grant init. 


9th of Anne, c. 2:——An act for granting to her Ma- 
jeſty an additional duty on beer, any 


Grants to clerks, &c.*  Frio0 


11th of Anne, c. 4 aa for ranting, an addi- 
tional duty, &c. 
Grants to clerks, &. 1 TY 


od; Geol. c. 1. An 28 far granting an additional 
duty, &c. No private grant in it. 

2d Geo, I. c. 3.— An _ for granting an additions} 
duty, &c. 

Private grants Si- peace ber pound payable to Vice- 
treafurers, and all other fees payable out of the aids granted 
this ſeſſions—to be applied in 0 carrying on and baiſyog the 
offices in the Caſtle.  - 


Ah Geo. I. c. 1.——An a for continuing additional 
duties, &c. 
Grants to clerks and officers, - 1550 


6th Geo. I. c. 4.— An act for continuing n 
duties, &c. 5 
Grants to clerks and officers, - jc 
To Stephen Coſtiilvle +» - 21 £2420 


d 
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gth Geo. I. c. 1. — An act for granting additional du- 


ties, & c. 
1723. Grant to truſtecs of linen ma- 


nufactures, — £ 2560 
To Mr. Penefather, - 300 
To clerks and officers, — 1530 5390 
To Mr. Burgh, 900 
To Mr. Sterne, — — 1009 


roth Geo. I. c. . — An act for granting additional 
duties, &c. 


1725. Grants to ſeveral perſons - £9800 | 
To clerks and officers - 10 £11330 


1ſt Geo. II. c. 1.——An act for granting additional 
duties, & c. No private grant in it. 


iſt Geo. II. c. 4. An att for granting additional du- 
ties, &c. 


Grants to truſtees of linen manufacture. 


Duties on coffee, &&» 
To Mr. Penefather, - £ 300 
Clerks and officers - 1830 
Parliament-houſe, url ar — £12130 
Linen manufacture, 4000 
3d Geo. II. c. 1. - IAn act for granting additional du- 


ties, &c. 
Grant for building the Parliament- 


houſe, * = — þZf10,000 

To linen manufacture — 4000 
Mr. Penefather, s - - 4 £15932 
Clerks and officers, - 1630 

3d Geo. II. c. 2.— No private grants. 


5th Geo. II. c. . — An act for granting additional 
duties, & c. Grants to elerks and officers, private perſons 
and for public works. 


7th Geo. II. c. 1.—-Scveral grants for public works. 
private perſons and clerks, 


gth Geo. II. c. 1. — Several grants ſor public works, 
clerks, &c. 
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11th Geo. II. c. 1. Several grants for public works, 
clerks, &c. 
13th Geo. II. c. 1 Ihe like. 
th Geo. II. c. 1 The like. 
17th Geo. II. c. 1.-——The like. 
19th Geo. II. c. 2 The like. 
21ſt Geo. II. c. The like. 
23d "Geo. II. c. 1.——The like. 
25th Geo, II. c. 1.——The like. 
27th Geo. II. c. he like. 
29th Geo. II. c. . The like. 
ziſt Geo. II. c. 1. ——The like. 
33d Geo. II. c. The like. 
Amounting — £61,368 137. 4d. 


I muſt add this, that the grants of this ſeſſion amount 
to (89, 443. and that is quadruple what they were in 
1721. 

15 rom this detail of facts, my Lords, it is plain that this 

cuſtom of tacking private grants to money-bills, is an 
uſurpation, not a right—a novelty, and not a cuſtom, in 
the Conſtitution. 
It appears, my Lords, that a debt which was owing to 
the Speaker, Sir Audley Mervin, was the cauſe of the firſt 
grant; and that the cuftom of granting money to indi- 
viduals in the money-bills, aroſe under the precedent of 
granting money to their ſervants in the Houſe of Com- 
mons. 

The following is an extra from the Act of Settlement, 
which ſhews how that debt accrued: 


Ad of Settlement. 1662. 


© CCV. And whereas there are fees claimed to be due 
to Sir Audley Mervin, Kniglit, Speaker of the Honſe of 
Commonz—Sir George Lane, Knight, Clerk of the Houſe 
of Lords—Philip Fernley, Eſq; Clerk of the Houſe of 
Commons, and other attendants, on either of the ſaid 
houſes, out of every bill paſſed in Parliament, wherein or 
whereby any perſon or perſons, bodies politic or corporate, 
receive any grant of, or reſtitution to, any forfeited lands, 
tenements or hereditaments to them or any of them, their 
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heifs and ſucceſſors, being particularly named or included 
in the ſaid bill; be it therefore enacted, by the auuthority 
aforeſaid, that the aſcertaining the reſpective fees payable 
by the ſaid perſons, bodies politic and corporate, not par- 
ticularly named by this act, though included therein, both 
as to the ſum and ſums, and the way, time, manner and 
paying thereof, be and is hereby left to the conſideration 
of the Lord Lieutenant or other Chief Governor or Go- 
vernors, and Council of Ireland, for the time being, after 
advice therein had with both Houſes of Parliament there; 
and what order or orders ſhall be by them after ſuch advice 
reſolved upon and recorded in the High Conrt of Chan- 
cery, ſhalt be as good, effeQtual and binding to all intents 
and purpoſes, for the demanding, levying and payment of 
the ſaid tees to the perſons aforeſaid, their and every of 
their executors and aſſigns, as if the ſaid order or orders 
were particularly and directly ſet down and expreſſed in this 
preſent act.“ | 


This debt to Sir Audley Mervin was ſuffered to paſs un- 
noticed. | . 

But, in 1699, a grant for building the barracks came 
up in a ſchedule-bill; and when a grant to a Mr. Ricke- 
ſies of 5000/. was inſerted in a money-bill in 1 09, your 
Lordſhips anceſtors conſidered it as a private bill, and ac- 
cordingly ordered him to pay the accuſtomed fees for this 
clauſe as for a private bill. 

A great fire having conſumed a part of the Caſtle, in 
Queen Anne's time, the grants for the repairs were inſerted 
in the common money-bill, and have obtained regularly 
ſince 1721 in the money-bills. 

[ beg a thouſand pardons for treſpaſſing fo long upon a 
dry ſubject for turning ſpecial pleader for the rights of 
this Houſe. The notes I ſpeak from are regularly tran- 
ſcribed by the clerk ; they are at any Lord's ſervice who 


* 


' Wiſhes to ſee him. 1 need not ſay how much trouble 


they coſt me; but what are trouble and pains when de- 
voted to the aſſembly I belong to, and which may, TI hope, 
tend infinitely to clear up this matter—prevent the jobs 
and the ſhameful waſte of public money, which have been 
a blemiſh and a diſgrace to = country. 
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Earl of Hillfborough.—l was always of opinion that the 
conſtitution of Parliament, as well as that of the Nation, 
was the ſame in Ireland that it is in Great Baitain. There 
are divers teſtimonies on record, that the Lords of Great 
Britain never relinquiſhed their right, not only of altering, 
but alſo of originating money-bills. They never, my Lords, 
loſt that right: their property is taxed as well as any other 
man's; and if it be true, that taxation and repreſentation 
go together, why may we not exeiciſe our right in the 
ſame manner other men do? If we give ous money, will 
we not be judges of the quantum? I am ready to acknow- 
ledge, that ſome very eminent lawyers, at the ſame time 
that they declare we have à right to reject or abridge the 
ſupply, either as to -duration or quantum, have doubled 
our right of augmentation. Permit me again, my Lords, 
to repeat, that the Peers of Great Britain never gave up 
their right to alter money-hills. If any noble Lord were to 
riſe in his place, and aſſert any ſuch thing, he would di- 
realy be called to order, as ſpeaking againſt the privileges 
of the Houſe, But, convinced as I am, my Lords, of the 
juſtice of your Lordſhips claims in this inſtance, I am 
equally convinced that the time is extremely improper for 
fanning any diſputes between this and the other Houſe of 
Parliament. This is a time that requires harmony and 
union, not only in the legiſlature, but in the nation. 
While I combat any thing of this nature, I beg it may be 
underſtood it is not the principle I obje& to: all my ob- 
jections proceed from my conviction that the time is im- 
proper. 
The Archbiſhop of Caſhel thought it was unbecoming 
the dignity of their Lordſhips, to have the noble Lord who 
preſided on the woolſack, depend for his ſalary on an ad- 
dreſs, while the Speaker o of the other Houſe was provided for 
in the bill of ſupply. The Chancellor preſided in our firſt 
court of enquiry, and was allowed a greater latitude in his 
deciſions than the law judges ; whereas, according to his 
idea, he ſhould be more circumſpectly attended to; for the 
lawsjudges being tied down by a ſttict rule, would not be 
ſo liable to err. He ſaid, he did not allude to the noble 
Viſcount who now filled that high office, for whoſe perſon 
and character he had always entertained the greateſt re- 
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ſpect, but to the office itſelf, which ought to be rendered 


as independant as poſſible. On the whole, he ſaid, 
he was no great admirer of jumbling 4 maſs of extra- 
neous matter with the ſuppli:s to his Majeſty ; ; it had 
been the mode of late, but he wiſhed to ſee it at an end. 

In England the officers depended on the perquiſites ariſing 
from private bills, and the impreſſion of the great ſeal, for 
ſubſiſtence. Their Lordſhips were now going to be a 
court of judicature; ; why may not there be a table of fees 
here as well as in another country, for the purpoſe of ſtand- 
ing in lieu of ſalary to the officers] and ſervants of parlia- 


8 


ment. ? 


The reſotution paſſed in the arme, without a divi- 
ſion. 


The e upon the ſecond reſolution bar then 
put, 

Lord Mountmorres ſaidI cannot, without concern, be- 
hold ſuch prodigality of expences in a country ſo unequal 
to it as this. We have recently Eftailed'on us an addition 
to the public burthen, an augmentation, of 4000“. a year 
to the Chief Governor's ſalary, and 2000/. a year to his 
Secretary :—this' is a wanton expence. But as I under- 
ſtand the other Houſe addreſſed his Majeſty in favour of 
this augmentation, I do not ſee any remedy within your 
Lordſhips reach for this evil; I, for one, muſt expreſs my 
diſapprobation of it. An en . a 

Lord Carysfort contended Government was not to blame. 
The motion had come from a perſon altogether uncon- 
netted with Adminiſtration. His Excellency was extreme- 
ly averſe to the meaſure, and the Houſe of Commons were 
informed it was his ſentiments, that the former ſalary was ful- 
ly adequate to maintain the dignity of his Majeſty's repre- 
ſentative. The communication came from a gentleman in 
the confidence of Adminiſtration: If, notwithſtanding, the 
Houſe of Commons thought right to vote an augmentation, 
was Government to blame? They had done all in their 
power, therefore he thought them entirely blameleſs. 

Lord M:untgarret agreed with the noble Lord who ſpoke 
laſt, that Adminiſtration was not to blame, becauſe a gen- 
tleman unconrected with them had wade the motion: but 
Adminiſtration was to * for nut reſiſting the motion 
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when it was made. There was ſomething corrupt i in their 


acquieſcence in it. 
'The reſolution was agreed to without a diviſion. 


\ 

Lord Mountmorres moved, that the proper officer do lay 
before the Houſe, an account of the fees due on private 
bills, and the e * Dy Seal, 

Agreed to, | 


Lord Nee after adverting to the neceſſity that 
would ariſe, .as they were going to become a court of judi- 
cature, for dignity and regularity in their proceedings, 
moved, that it be a direction to the door-keepers to ſuffer 
no perſon, ſave members of the Houſe of Commons, Peers 
ſons, andthe officers of the Houſe, within the: bar, 

Ordered, 

Adjourned till Monday, 


Ce WT ins — ; —— 
Mos £4: Dicrurr 8, 1763. 


A meſſage from the Commoas, by Sir Hercules Langriſhe, 
that they had paſſed an ingroſſed bill for regulating the 
ſmall beer brewery, and the indemnification bill. Requeſt 
their Lordſhips concurrence. 

Which was read a firſt time, and ordered to be read 2 
ſecond time to-morrow. X 


Mr. Foſter brought up the tobacco trade bill. 

Read a firſt time, and ordered to he read a ſecond time 
to-morrow. 

Ns "tall Wedneſtay, 


— 


WzpxtsDaAY, DECEMBER 10, 1783. 
'The Houſe in a committee, 


Went through the tobacco trade bill, the mutiny-bill, 
and che ſmall beer brewery. bill. 


ord Ranelagh reported them without alteration, 
rdered to be xead again to-morrow, |, | 
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Read à third time, and paſſed without alteration, an 
ingroſſed bill for the better * of trade with the 
United States of America. 


A meſſage from the Commons, by the Attorney General, 
that they had agreed to and paſſed a bill for eſtabliſhing 
the judicature of the court of admiralty, and requeſting 
their Lordſhips concurrence, 


Lord Mountmorres complained that what he had faid in 
the Houſe on Monday laſt, had been miſrepreſented in the 
Volunteer Journal.—The printer was ordered to attend to- 
morrow. 

Adjourned *till to-morrow. 


—_y * 
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TnuxspAx, DECEMBER 11, 1783. 


The mutiny- bill was read a third time, and paſſed. 


The brewers bill was alfo paſſed, and the 1 bill 
committed for to- morrow. 


A man, W the name and perſon of William Cor- 
bett, appeared at the bar, and being aſked how he obtained 
the Debate of that Houſe of Monday the 8th inftant, 
which was ſtated to be erconeous, he anſwered, from the 
VoLunTzeRr Evening Posr of the preceeding even- 
ing. | 
Lord Mountmorres ſaid, that he had underſtood that paper 
to be under the influence of a great dictator in another 
kingdom; that it was a new artifice to make men of ac- 
knowledged value, and incorruptible and tried integrity, 
who had the wiſh, and the ability to ſerve them, talk 
nonſence in the papers, and depreciate their ſervices, and 


leſſen public confidence in them, by making them talk like 


drivellers; that it was a new trick to cheat the public out 
of their confidence in men who had no other view than the 
public good, and were above putting public opinion to 
ſale and to auction. That he knew thoſe little arts to have 
been made uſe of from low and inſidious motives againſt 
him; that theſe were the little artifices of the preſent vir- 
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tuous confeleracy in another kingdom, and the paltry, 
{curvy tricks of modern Catalines. 

Lord Meornington.—This man muſt be tried either on 
the ground of publiſhing the noble Viſcount's ſpeech erro- 


neoufly, or of publiſhing it at all. Before your Lordſhips 


cenſure him for an erroneous publication, it will be neceſ- 
fary for that noble Viſcount to ſhew that the debate was 
miſrepreſented, which does not yet appear, as his Lord- 
ſhip has not thought proper to adduce any proof tending 
to that end. It you cenſure the printer for publiſhing the 
debate at all, you will have ſomething to do indeed—you 
muſt alſo cenſure the whole tribe. The printers, both 
here and in England, have, from immemorial uſage, 
acquired a kind of right to publiſh the debates of Parlia- 
ment; it is what [ wiſh ſhould not, except for very weighty 
reaſons; be interrupted ; aan invaſion vn the liberty of 
the preſs, while reſtrained within juſt bounds, would, in 
my apprehenſion, be —— to the liberty of the 
ſubjeQ. 

Lord Langford ſaid, a man was called lane 1 
ſhips, ſor miſtating the words of a noble Lord in u late 
debate; but no proofs were adduced that the noble Lord's 
words were miſtated. Let his Lordſhip prove they were, 
and the Houſe muſt cenſure the printer; but if there was 
no miſrepreſentation, the charge. falls to — ground, and 
we muſt diſmiſs him. 

Lord Carkampten thought it a . of their Lordfhips 
privileges, for any man to preſume, without leave of the 
Houſe, to publiſh their debates at all. 

Lord Amally then informed William Den, dne of 
the Volunteer Journal, that although he had deen guilty 
ot a breach of their Lordſhips privileges, in pteſuming to 
Print and publ.ſh the debates of the Houſe without leave, 


yet.. that their Loriſhips wiſhed to deal gently. with him, 


and therefore ord: r24 him to be diſmiſſed. 

Lord Mountmorres then moved, that the order for William 
Corbett to attend at the bar be diſcharged. 

Diſcharged accordingly. 

Adjourned *til! to-morrow. 


fo 


r 
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FRIDAY, Dre EMUER 12, 1783. 


The Nullum Tempus bill was read a ſecond time. 

Lord Mauntmorres moved, that it ſhould be committed 
for Monday. 

Lord Carhampton aſked if there was any thing relating 
to titles of honour in it? The Nullum Tempus bill, in Eng- 
land, his Lordſhip remarked, related to a diſpute between 
the Duke of Portland and Sir James Lowther. How does 
it relate to Ireland. 

Lord Mou morrets.— I cannot conceive why the noble 
Lord aſks if titles were affected by it? The plain deſcrip- 
tion of it is“ a bill to limit the claims of the Crown to 
ſixty years ;””—or to prevent its going back for more than 
ſixty years to prove its title; Will it be believed that there 
were inqueſts depending in the courts ſome years ago—and 
that this bill which I brought three times into this Houſe, 
and which paſſed unanimouſly, was thrown out becauſe it 
effects the revenue ?—ls the uncertainty of private pro- 
perty a ſubject of revenue ?—The noble Lord aſks if the 
bill is calculated for Ireland ? Let him look into Lord Strat- 
ford's letters, and the life of the Duke of Ormond, and 
ſee whether it be calculated for Ireland? My Lords, I an- 
ſwer, Yes—mare conſequential to this country than the 
Nullum Tempus bill, brought in by Sir George Saville, was 
to England. 

Lord Carysfort moved, it ſhould be put off till after 
Chriſtmas; though Lord Mountmerres ſaid he ſhould. not 
be here at that time, and it was diſingenuous in Govern- 
ment to adjourn it; but Lord Hillſborough and Lord Carys- 
fort ſaid, it ought to keep the noble Lord here, and they 
ſhould be ſorry to loſe his ſervice. 

Adjourned to the firſt Monday after Chriſtmas. 


Order for ſecond reading of the bill againſt bribery and 
corruption, from the Commons, adjourned, on Lord Meaunt- 
morres's motion, *till Monday. 


Lord Hillſb:r»ugh roſe, and after obſerving ſeveral in- 
formalities in our parliamentary proceedings, he ſaid, he 
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wiſhed the Houſe to affimilate their proceedings to thoſe 
of the Lords of England; that council never ſat down 
there, unleſs out of ſight ; that the outward bar and bench 
annexed to it, were improper :—That the Chief Juſtice 
Popham, in attending committees of the Lords of England, 
ſaid, he knew the reſpect due to the Houſe too well, though 
he was infirm, to fit down; that the Speaker, Onflow, never 
in his time ſuffered witneſſes (as here) to ſit down upon the 
floor, or to come within the bar of the Houſe of Commons ; 
that an artificial har, projecting into the Houſe, had been 
centrived by him, that they might be heard—that forms 
were eſſential, and partook of and flowed from ſubſtance. 

A motion to place the bar as at the trial of Lord Va- 
lentia was agreed to. 


Adjourned till Monday. 


— 


MoxpDAx, DECEMBER 13, 1783. 


A report was made from the committee appointed to 
conſider of the neceſſaty alterations and additional offices 
to the Houſe, and the expence thereof. 

Lord Mountmorres was againſt haſtily agreeing to the re- 
port; the eſtimate of the expences was about 18,000). a 
ſum above the moiety of the expence of building the whole; 
and though there was not perhaps a finer piece of archi- 
teQure in this or any other country, yet it had, to the 
honour of the architeQ, been built at a very moderate ex- 
pence to the nation, and Parliament had rewarded his 
abilities and integrity; he was for every poſſible ſaving to 
the nation, and was for poſtponing the conſideration of the 
report, that their Lordſhips might have time to conſider the 


matter maturely ; they ought not, he imagined, to begin the 


work till the Houſe was up, as it would be attended with 
great inconvenience, and probably impede the public 
buſineſs. * 

An idea was thrown out, that in order to prevent the 
nation beirg put to any further difficulty, by appropriating 
a new fund for the expence, that it ſhould be laid on the 
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ſame fund for opening the avenues of the city, (the addi- 
tional duty laid on coals.) 

Lord Annaly declared, that if he had been in the Houſe 
when that bill came from the Commons he would have op- 
poſed it, let the fate of the bill been what it might, as he 
thought it very hard that a poor man ſhould be obliged to 


pay an additional tax for one of the great neceſſaries of 


life, for what in his opinion was unneceſſary, and he thought 
this tax ought not to have been laid on the poor, but on 
thoſe who deſired theſe ornaments to the city, which, he 
ſuppoſed, they were well able to pay for themſelves ; he 
thought the meaſure of ornamenting the city unneceſſary 
and impolitic, it gave an idea of the magnificence and riches 
of the country—which was deluſive. When a Lord Lieu- 
tenant came here and viſited theſe opulent piles, he would 
be led to conſider the country as extremely rich, when the 
fact was we were very poor ; he found their Lordſhips had 
not agreed or come to a final determination what were the 
number of real neceſſary offices that were requiſite for the 
better accommodation of their Lordſhips, and the uſe of 
the public, and was therefore for poſtponing the conſidera- 
tion of the report. 


Poſtponed till Thurſday next. 


Lord Carysfort moved for an Addrefs to the Lord Lieu- 
tenant, that he would be pleaſed humbly to repreſent to 
his Majeſty the requeſt of that ITouſe, that he would be 
graciouſly pleaſed to order the ſum of 3000/. to be paid 
to the Lord Chancellor for his great abilities, upright and 
impartial conduct, and for his ſupport of the honeur and 
dignity of the Houſe as Speaker. | 

Agreed to unanimouſly. 

Lord Long ford moved an Addreſs of a fimilar nature, 
granting 2000/. to Lord Ranelagh, as chairman of the 
ſeveral committees of the Houſe. 

Ordered accordingly. 

Lord Meountmorres,—l hope, and now ſuppoſe it is well 
underſtood, that theſe grants are not to be drawn into 
precedent for the future. The officers apartment here re- 
ceive double what they do c England. I am for making 
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every poſſible ſaving to the nation, and think in this caſe 
we ought to follow the ceconomy of our ſiſter country. 


A meſſage from the Commons by Mr. Holmes, that 
they had paſſed the qualification bill, and requeſting their 
Lordſhips concurrence. 

Read the bill the firſt time, and ordered to be read a 
ſecond time on Wedneſday next. 


The Honſe reſolved itſelf into a committee on the 
admiralty-bill, and the bill for preventing bribery and 
corruption at elections for members to ſerve in Parlia- 
ment. 

Reported ; ordered to be received on We ineſday next. 


Lord Aldborough gave notice that he intended, on Wed- 
neſday next, to make a motion for bringing in a bill of 
reform and retrenchment. 


Adjourned *till Wedneſday. 


m— 


WeEpNEsDAY, DECEMBER 17, 1783. 


Mr. Brooke's bill from the Commons read a firſt time. 

Lord Mountmorres,—l ſhould not have troubled your 
Lordſhips in this early ſtage of the bill, if it had not been 
that I confider it as interwoven with the intereſt of the 
public. 

It is propoſed, my Lords, to advance a loan of 24,0001, 
to a deſerving, a virtuous, and a public-ſpirited citizen, 
for advancing the trade of this kingdom and employing 

the poor of this metropolis. 

My Lords, notwithſtanding the advantages we have 
obtained, it is neceſſary that men of ſpirit and enlarged 
views ſhould lead the way to the inhabitants of this country 
to avail themſelves of them. | 

In this light, my Lords, Mr. Brooke ſtand-—-2000 
people, including 600 children, have been weekly em- 
ployed by him ; the advantages derived from him are pre- 

ſent and real, not diſtant or ſictitious. The beſt ſecurity 
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is given to the public for repayment of the loan what 
may be eſtimated at 1 509/. per ann. his whole capital, to 
be accounted tor before the Barons of the Exchequer. | 

I conſicler this bill widely different from the air balleons 
and canals that are projeQing elſewhere ; ſchemes of 
which, if executed, I doubt the utility and the execution 
of, which is certainly very diſtant, 

The utility of this loan will be defeated if the bill is 
deferred; it is to anſwer a uſeful and a preſent purpoſe ; 
immediate credit will follow the immediate paſſing of this 
bill, and I thereiore move you that it obtain a ſecond read- 
ing to-morrow. 

Lord Farnham warmly ſeconded the idea, and it was 


agreed to, that the bill ſhould be carried through with all 
convenient expedition, 


Lord Mountmorres adverted to the neceſſity of making 
ſome regulations about fees upon private bills immediately; 
— he read all the precedents which appeared upon the Jour- 
nals relative to the ſubje&t—he produced authenticated 
copies of the table of fees, which he had obtained from the 
clerks of the Lords and Commons of England, and urged 
that our bills ſhould be put on the ſame footing—he alluded 
to the Speaker's reſolutions in 1760, to exempt bills for 
the appropriation of public money from fees, which had 
been agreed upon by both Houſes, and upon which an 
Addreſs to the Throne had been founded, as the beſt exam-. 
ple they could follow, and concluded with ſaying, that 
the expence of a private bill in England was 130/. whereas 
here it was 370/. or triple the ſum. 

Lords Carhampton and Farnham expreſſed their warmeſt 
acknowledgments to the noble Lord for his faithful and 
indefatigable zeal in the public ſervice. 

It was ſuggeſted that fees upon appeals, &c. ſhould be put 
upon the ſtandard of the Lords of England; and upon Lord 


Meuntmorres's motion, the papers produced, were referred 
to a committee. 


Lord Aidborough then roſe, and preſented a bill intitled, 
A Bill for the Retrenchment of the National Expences, and 
for the reduction of uſeleſs offices and boards, ſinecure pla- 
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ces, penſwns, and additional ſalaries, and more œconomi- 
cal receipt of the revenues of Ireland, and is as follows: 


« Whereas this kingdom, from a ſtate of affluence in 
time of war, when its revenues were but ſmall, in com- 
Pariſon io what they now are, is become greatly in debt, 
moſt of which debt was mcurred during the time of pro- 
found peace, when its revenues were conſiderably increaſed, 
—owing to a wanton profuſion of the public money, by 
the erection of uſeleſs places, unneceſſary boards, improvi- 
dent grants, penſions, king's letters, additional ſalaries and 
officers, ſinecure government, and bad management in 
collecting of the national revenues; which evils demand 
a a ſpeedy and effectual remedy and ſtop. 

Be it enacted, by the King's moſt excellent Majeſty, 
by and with the advice and conſent of the Lords Spiritual 
and Temporal, and Commons, in Parliament aſſembled, 
and by the authority of the ſame, that from and after the 

day of next, the ſalary and per- 
quiſites of every employment grantable by the Crown, 
whoſe office is executed by a deputy, ſhall be paid (deduQ- 
ing what ſaid deputy bona fide receives) into his Majeſty's 
treaſury, and applied in diſcharge of the national debt, and 
tor the ſervice of the public. 

« Beit further enaQed, by the authority aforeſaid, that 
from and aſter the day of next, 
the Barrack and Impreſt Boards, the Stamp Office, and all 
additional offices and boards, with the ſalaries, charges, 
and expences incidental thereto, which had not exiſtence 
in the year 1760, be diſcontinued. 

« Be it further enaQted, by the authority aforeſaid, that 
from and after the day of | next, the 
Penſion Lift be reduced to, and ſhall never exceed the 
ſum of 20,0007. per annum, and that none but the blood 
royal, and perſons of approved merit, worn out in the 


ſervice of their country, or who ſucceeded to high titles and 


honours, without eſtates or ſuitable means to ſupport them, 
fhall hereafter be put upon that liſt; and that the King's 
letters ſhall not exceed the annual fum of 10,0007. and that 
only upon the Addreſſes, and ſanctioned by Parliament; 
and that the concordatum money be limited to the ſum 
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of toool. per annum; and all civil and military contin- 
gencies and charges, under the head of incidents, ſhall not 
exceed together the ſum of 60000. 

« Be it further enaQted, by the authority aforeſaid, that 
for the collection of the public revenue or other national 
funds, no more than five per cent. be allowed on all ſums 
actually paid into the treaſury ; and that ſuch officers whoſe 
emoluments ariſe from fees, -pells, poundage, or perqui- 
ſites, ſhall not exceed the ſum of 1 200). per annum, all 
ſurpluſſes to be applied to the public ſervice, - 

«© Be it further enacted, by the authority aforeſaid, that 
all governors and conſtables of diſmantled uſeleſs caſtles and 
forts, where garriſon duty is not regularly performed, and 
which are not ina proper ſtate of defence, and reſided on, 
be diſcontinued. 

« Be it further enacted, by the authority aforeſaid, that 
in order to reduce the expences of the army, and the half 
pay lift, and to erect a fund for a naval and marine force, 
that the military eſtabliſhment ſhall in time of peace con- 
ſiſt of but 5000 effective men, and in time of war ſhall be 
augmented to 10,000, and that ſuch poſts as become va- 
cant by death or reſignation, ſhall be filled up by officers 
on half pay, and that no charge be allowed for non-effeQtive 
or paper men; and that the expences of the ſtaff be limited 
10 5000/. per annum, and the expences of the ordnance 
to 8000. per annum; the proviſions of this clauſe to take 
effect from day of 

« Be it further enacted, by the authority aforeſaid, that 
the ſalaries and emoluments of office of perſons who go out 
of this kingdom, be, duting their abſence, ſtopped and 
applied to the uſe of the public, and that this act be made 
perpetual.” 

In Rei perpetuam Memoriam. 


This bill was planned during the Carlifle adminiſt, a ion, 
and preſented the cloſe of the Portland adminiſtration ; the 
diſſolution of Parliament in 1783, put an end to it at that 
time. The Whig Adminiſtration having promiſed the 
people a bill of retrenchment, it was again revived, and 
ſubmitted to the conſideration of many, and in particular 
to Mr. Pelham; its principle univerfally approved, but, 
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unhappily, i its objects not univerſally concurred in; for on 
its being preiented the 17th inſtant (on a call of the Hou! e) 
| in order to be printed, and the diſcuſſion of it to be deferred 
till after the receſs, there was a divifion as to its being 
printed, which was negatived ſeventeen to one; and on 
⁊ motion for its receiving a ſecond reading the firſt Monday 
after the receſs, it was alſo negatived, and its further con- 
fideration adjourned to the fuſt of Auguſt next. 


Contents. 


1 ALDBOROUGH. 


Not Contents. 


1 . EixSs TER, 

2 TYRONE, 

3 CLanBRaASSII, 
4 ARRAN, 

5 CHARLEMOMT, 
6 MoUNTGARRET, 
7 RANELAGH, 

8 ALLEN, 

oO MouNTMORRES, 


10 CarLow, or DEsART, not certain which. 


11 FARNHAM, 

12 CARHAMPTON, 

13 CAR TS FORT, 

14 ANN ALX, 

15 Archbiſhop of CAs HG, 

16 Archbiſhop of Tu am, 

17 Law, Biſhop of CLoxrerT. 


To which Lord Aldboroygh entered the following protelt : 
Difſentient, 


iſt. BECAUSE I conceive, that when a bill of ſuch 
great extent and acknowledged utility is moved for by any 
Peer to be printed, but not deſired to be diſc uſſed till after 
the next receſs of Parliament, in order to afford Lords an 
opportunity of turning the ſubject matter ſeriouſly in their 
thoughts during that interval, that they might be the better 
enabled to propoſe ſuch amendinents or alterations therein 


a nn anne 


— e Ae ³˙o: os as ws oo. oo . V . òÜ ̃ . ¹ an i. 


- - ad 


— e 


Na 79 


gs to them ſhould ſeem expedient on its ſecond reading, 
it is rather illiberal to refuſe it under the pretence of œcco- 
nomy, and is, in my opinion, being penurious of pence, 
while we are prodigal of millions. 

2d. Becauſe, that at a time when peace is reſtored, and 
the military eſtabliſhment of this kingdom, inſtead of being 
reduced, is more than double what it had for its defence 
in time of war; when additional ſalaries, additional judges, 
and a profuſion of grants have of late been voted, notwith- 
ſtanding the expences of the nation exceed its revenues 
in the enormous ſum of 250,000/. and that the people 
require, and the Houſe of Commons have reſolved, that 
every poſſible retrenchment ought to be made; the rejecting 
this bill on the firſt reading, after admitting. its principle, 
and that * it thoroughly ſwept the Augean ſtable, by taking 
in every mode of reform,” appears to me to be acting con- 
trary to principle and to conviction, and not ſhewing that 
attention to the wiſhes or neceſſities of the people, or na- 
tional welfare, which, as guardians of the ſtate, we ought 
to do; and I appeal to that unbiaſſed tribunal, eosTERITY, 
who will fairly, diſpaſſionately, and diſintereſtedly decide 
on the characters and meaſures of the preſent times, whe- 
ther a bill, which had for its object the public good, the 
liquidating the national debt, eaſing the poor of moſt of 
taeir burdens, and cutting up venality and improper in- 
flnence in both Houſes of Parliament by the root, and 


which was founded in ceconomy and integrity, merited ſo 
little conſideration or reſpeQ. Ee EA 


| ALDBOROUGH. 


Lord Mountmoyres moved, to ſummon the Houſe for 


Thurſday, to conſider of the plan for additional buildings 
to the Houſe of Lords. 
Ordered, 


Adjourned ll to-morrow. 


— — — 


— 


THURSDAY, DECEMBER 18, 1783. 
Mr. Brooke's loan bill was read a ſecond time. 


PARLIAMENTARY 


Mr. Gandon, the architect, was examined relative to 
the expenditures that may be neceſſary for the additions 
propoſed by their Lordſhips to be made to the Houſe, and 
ſaid, that excluſive of the ſum to be laid out in purchaſing 
the ſcite, 10,000]. or 12,000/. would, he believed, be 
neceſſary for completing the work. That he could not 
poſitively aſcertain the preciſe ſum, nor would it be caſy 
for any man to do it. It was intended to add 16 rooms, 
the relative ſituation of which he deſcribed from his plans. 
As no particular plan was ſuggeſted to him, he was not, 
he ſaid, prepared to give their Lordſhips a definitive an- 
ſwer. 

Archbiſhop of Caſhel ſaid, that it was incumbent on 
their Lordſhips to make their intentions known to the ar- 
chitect; as it was impoſſible for any gentleman to know 
what might be their ideas on this occaſion, he could 
not ſet about making a plan with a proper degree of con- 
fidence. His Grace was therefore for referring it to a 
committee. 

Lord Amnaly was of opinion, that ſome motion ſhould 
be made. Their Lordſhips had already debated above an 
hour, and yet they had the whole to go over again. 
Committee was appointed to fit to-morrow, 

Adjourned *till to-morrow. 
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Friday, DECEMBER 19, 1783. 
The above committee ſat, purſuant to order, and went 
minutely into the neceſſary alterations, 
Adjourned *till ro-morrow. 


— 


SATURDAY, DECEMBER 20, 1783. 
His Majeſty's —_ to both * was read, as 


follows ; | 
& GEORGE R. 
«HIS Majeſty returns his hearty thanks to the Lords 
Spiritual and Temporal and Commons, in Parliament aſ- 
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fembled, for their dutiful and loyal Addreſs : His Majeſty 


receives, with the higheſt ſatisfaction, the ſentimerits ex- 
preſſed by his Parliament reſpecting his Majeſty's Govern- 
ment; and his Majefty's faithful Parliament may reſt 
aſſured of his Majeſty's determined reſolution to concur 
witn them at all times, in the maintenance and preſerva- 


tion of that free and excellent Conſtitution, on which the 


happineſs and intereſts of his people of Ireland ſo efleatially 
depend. 


G. N. 
The Duke of Leinſter moved an Addreſs of Thanks to 


his Majeſty, for his moſt gracious Anſwer, 


Lord Mzrmtmorres ſaid, that whatever came from his 
Majeſty he ſhould give his hearty concurrence to, and 
ſhould attend with every mark of loyalty and reſpect, but 
that he made a diſtinQion between that and the anſwer of 
the Minifter : That he had heard often the ſpeech of his 
Majeſty and that of his Miniſter conſidered, in parliamen- 
tary conſtruction, as one and the ſame thing; that as he 
had been againſt the meſſage as frivolous and unnecclary ; 
while an idea prevailed in his mind, that it arofe from the 
preſent Adminiſtration, he muſt retire behind the Throne 
to preſerve his own conſiſtency, and to avoid interfering 


with that unanimity which was uſual upon theſe occa- 
ſions. 


The Addreſs paſſed unanimouſly, 


Lord Carlow reported from the committee appointed to 
conſider of the additional buildings to the Houſe, that they 
had agreed to ſeveral reſolutions, which he read ; and 
moved, © That an Addreſs be preſented to his Majeſty for 
the Sum of 7761. 175. 5d. to be paid the commiſſioners for 

widening the ſtreets, to purchaſe the ground neceſſary for 
ſaid buildings,” 

Lord Mountmorres moved an amendment, © Humbly ſub- 
mitting to his Majeſty, in the preſent ſituation of this coun- 
try, to act therein as to his royal wiſdom and deliberation 
ſhall ſeem meet.” 

This brought on a long coaverſation : The Lords Car- 
law and Tyrone, and Archbiſhop of Caſhel, contending-that 
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the rooms were neceſſary; while, on the other hand, the 
Lords Mountgarret and Mountmorres inſiſt. d that it was in- 
expedient, in the preſert ſituation of this country, to put 
the kingdom to an expence of 20,000/ which was the 
ſuppoſed eſtimate, and that at leaſt a diſcretion ſhould be 
left in Government, 

Lord Annally ſpoke againſt the ſcheme, and ſaid, that 
the public grants amounted to 230,000/. and that a loan 
had been negociated of 200,000/,. | 

Lord Mountmorres declared, that the Chancellor had ob- 
jected to ſo great a plan of expence, and that he had wiſhed 

for a more frugal plan. | 
The Lords Amally, Mountmorres, and three other Lords, 
divided in favour of the amendment, againſt fiſteen who 
oppoſed it. | 

Lord Carlow moved the original Addreſs, which was 
agreed to. 

He then moved, © That an humble Addreſs be preſent- 
ed to his Majeſtv, that he will dire the ſum of 20001). 
to be paid towards ſuch rooms as may be neceſſary for the 
uſe of the Houſe of Peers, according to a plan produced 
by Mr. Gandon, and approved by the Houſe; and that 
the Duke of Leinſter, Lord Carlow, and the Earl of Char- 
lemont, be a committee to ſuperintend the expenditure, 

This occaſioned another converſation, in which Lord 
Mountmorres ſaid that notwithſtanding the number of ad- 
ditional rooms that were intended, he wiſhed for one more, 
that is, room for frugality and economy, 


The Houſe divided on the queſtion. 


Contents, — 12 
Non- contents, — 6 


Majority, — 6 


Lord Mountmorres obſerved an improper deſignation in 
the Dublin Gazette by Government, to a Lord who was 
not upon the roll of Peers, which, though againſt orders, 
he would take no further notice thereof. 

. Adjourned *till Monday. 


n in 
Was 


ders, 


SEA DB EE EEK 83 


Mo v DAx, DecruskR 22, 1783. 
Mr. Brooke's loan bill read a third time and paſſed. 


His Excellency the Lord Lieutenant came in the uſual 
ſtate, and gave the royal aſſent to the following bills, viz. 


1. Money Bill. 

2. Loan Bill. 

3. Stamp Bill. 

4. Bill for advancement of trade. 

5. Bill for regulating ſugar trade. 

6. Tobacco Bill. 

7. Bill to promote linen and hempen manufaQures, 

8. Bill to indemnify perſons who have acted for the ſer- 


vice of the public. 


9. Bill for facilitating trade with America. 
10. Mutiny Bill. 


After his Excellency had retired, 

Lord Ranelagh moved an Addreſs to the Lord Lieutenant 
for a like ſum as was granted laſt year, for payment of ſa- 
laries to the officers of the Houſe. 

Ordered accordingly. 

Lord Mountmorres ſaid, that he was happy to give his 
concurrence to a reſolution i in the Houſe which aſcertained 
the ſalaries of the ſervants, without a reference to a ſcramb- 
ling committtee, which was a means of continual additions 
and augmentations : that he wiſhed and hoped to ſee the 
ſalaries aſcertained, and a part of the eſtabliſhment, a» 
it was in the Lords of England. 


Lord Mount morres moved, that the writ of error between 
Rochtort and Burton (the great Ely cauſe) be heard on 


Wedneſday 28th January ; the Lords to be ſummoned, and 
all the judges ordered to attend. 


Ordered to attend accordingly. 

His Lordſhip then obſerved, that upon looking into the 
Journals of the Lords of England i in 1765, the cuſtom was 
to appoint one or more cauſes to be heard on a certain 
day, and to appoint days for the remainder, as occaſion 
ſhould ſerve, on the firſt yacant day. 
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Lord Carlow reported the Lord Lieutenant's anſwer to 
the Addreſs reſpecting the additional buildmgs, that he 
would lay it before his Majeſty. 


Lord Mcuntmerres then roſe and informed the Houſe, 
he had a petition from the principal ſolicitors in Dublis 
to preſent, praying that the fees upon appeals and private 
hills ſhould be reduced to the Engliſh ſfandard; and ſaid, 
My Lords, Iriſe to render one more ſervice to my coun- 
try, poſſibly the laſt during this ſeſſion; I do not mean, 
it as an oppcſition motion, I rejoice at the late defeat of a 
dangerous combination in another kingdom : theſe events 
are more ſatisfactory to me, my oppoſition is no more. 

It is true, I have had once connections with ſome of 
them, but ſuch has been their baſeneſs and ingratitude to 

me, that I have ſhook hands with them long fince : I never 
ſaw the preſent miniſtry in any other light, than as the 
continuation of that which has diſtraQted the empire theſe 
x4 years paſt, and no otherwiſe changed than by deſerters 
from them going over to oppoſition to dupe the leading 
members of it, and bring over a portion of credit and rec- 
titude which they were never ſuppoſed to be poſſeſſed of 
themſelves, to join their quondam aſſociates. 

During this ſhort period of two months that we have 
fat, you have, by a vote of thanks unanimouſly paſſed, 
done juſtice to a late viceroy; you have thereby recom- 
mended, whenever that happy coalition ſhould take place, 
an able and upright man to a virtuous king, and to a juſt 
and enlightened people. | 

You have ſecured the annual meeting of Parliament upen 
the permanent footing of juſtice and legiſlation, 

You have given a brain blow to the miſchievous doQrine 
of embargoes, by your conduct in the indemnity bill. 

You have recommended an addition to the number of 
judges, which was neceſſary. 

You have aſſichilated your orders to thoſe of the Lords 
of England. | 

| You have made ample proviſions for determinations in 
tie dernier reſort. 

You have prevented colluſion and fraud in the transfee 
of lands, by referring private bills to the judges. 
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Von have before you two bills, one for the ſecurity 
of private property, by limiting the claims of the Crown ; 
the other for rendering the ſecond cfficer in the judicial 
department uſeful and efficacious to this country: it re- 
mains for you to put private bills and cauſes upon the ſame 
footing as in England, in point of expence ; and when the 
people of this country ſhall taſte the bleſſings that ſhall flow 
from theſe advantages, be it known to them, that they 
have originated in this aſſembly. 

Of myſelf I ſhall ſay but little; I have uniformly ſerved 
this Houſe and my Country without fee or reward; and 
among thoſe who oppoſed for 12 years what was deemed 
a bad ſyſtem of Adminiſtration, or thoſe who have PA- 
TRIOTISED for a ſeaſon, a great man, now engaged in 
the ſervice of his country in another kingdom, and myſelf, 
whether one brought back, or the other ſaved any thing 
to this country, this much muſt be allowed, that our 
patriotiſm has been no burthen to the eſtabliſhment, nor 
has coſt any thing to Ireland. My Lords, to conſummate, 
and to ground your proceedings, the regulation of your 
fees is ſtill wanting ; the memorial is ſigned by the moſt 
reſpeQable of the profeſſion. I recommend it to you moſt 
emphatically; I urge and preſs it to you finally I repeat 
it once more, it is a matter of juſtice. 

The petition was referred to the committee for fees, 
which, Lord Mountmorres ſaid he wiſhed might fit during the 
receſs; but as the Lord Chancellor declared he could not 
attend during the receſs, on account of his indiſpoſition, 
it was deferred to the next meeting after. 

Lord Annal'y paid the noble Lord the warmeſt compli- 
ments, for his eloquence, diligence, and indefatigable in- 
duſtry; ſaid, he had heard him cite many precedents, but 


he wiſhed he could point out one to prevent an abſence, 
which he ſhould ever conſider as 2 public loſs. 


The Chancellor being fatigued from his late indiſpoſition, 
the Houſe adjourned to Monday, January 26th, 1784. 
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 Mondar, JANUARY 26, 1 784. 
The Houſe met purſuant to adjournment. 


The Right Hon. Lord Chief Baron Yelverton, Mr. 

Baron Merge, the Right Hon. Mr. Juſtice Kelly, and Mr. 
_ Juſtice Crookſhank, were by writ of ſummons called, and 
took the uſual oaths and ſeats as judges. 


The Lord Chence!lor communicated a meſſage from the 
Lord Lieutenant, That his Excellency had received intel- 
ligence that the price of oats and barley had ſuddenly rifen 
to an unuſual high price, particularly in Ulſter and ſome 
other parts of the kingdom; that an alarming apprehenſion 
was entertained of a great ſcarcity of thoſe grains, and de- 
firing the Houſe to take the ſame into their ſerious and 
immediate conſideration, ſo as that by the wiſdom of Par- 
liament ſo great a calamity may be prevented.” 

His Grace the Archbiſhop of Caſbe! obſerved, that in 
ſuch caſes there ought to be no delay if poſſible, but an 
immediate remedy applied for the evil; the uſual way on 
ſuch occaſions was by addreſs ; he then moved, That 
an Addreſs of Thanks ſhould be preſented to the Lord 
Lieutenant for his gracious communication of the accounts 
received, and to entreat his Excellency, with the advice 
of the Privy Council, to take ſuch meaſures as they ſhould 
think proper, on the preſent emergency, if on proper in- 
formation it ſhould be found neceſſary, in order io prevent 


the calamity apprehended; and that the Houſe would adopt 
the ſame.” 


Ordered accerdingly. 


The Lord Chancellor alſo acquainted the Houſe with 2 
meſſage from the Lord Lieutenant, © That it was his Ma- 
jeſty's defire that the Houſe ſhould adjourn for a fortnight ; 
in conſequence of which it was moved, that the ſeveral 


orders of the day ſhould be adjourned.” 


The order of the day being read for going, into the bill 


2 diſputes relative to, and aſcertaining the office 
of the Maſter of the Rolls, 


9 e 2 -z =: „ © 9 ==” y ons 


D 37 


The Archbiſhop of Caſbel was of opinion the bill was 
inadequate to the purpoſe for which it ſeemed intended 


he could not underſtand it in its preſent form—it was co- 


pied from an Engliſh act of Parliament, which recited diſ- 
putes and difficulties relative to the office there were not 
any ſuch exiſting here; and he found it was the opinion 
of the gentlemen of the law, that it would only create 
confuſion if paſſed into a law. He ſuppoſed the noble 
Viſcount * had no hopes of the bill anſwering the purpoſe 
it ſeemed deſigned for—he therefore imagined the noble 
Viſcount intended it for their Lordſhips amuſement, and 
thought it better to poſtpone the bill 'till his Lordſhip 
ſhould be here to explain and ſupport the bill, which 
wanted much alteration. He then moved, „That the 
order be diſcharged, and the ſecond reading poſtponed till 
the iſt day of September next.” 

Lord Carkhampton was againſt the poſtponing, and made 
a ludicrous compariſon of the ſervant who adviſed his maſ- 
ter to cut off the tail and mane of his horſe, ſend him to 
the fair, and then ſee if he would know him again. 

The Lord Chancellor was of the ſame opinion, and 
thought it neceſſary at preſent, as it was imperfeQ in itſelf. 
The bill was poſtponed to the 1ſt of September next; 
as were alſo the ſeveral orders of the day, and the cauſes 
depending before the Houſe. 

The Houſe, after the minutes being read, adjourned 
'till Monday the gth day of February next, and the Lords, 


with the Judges, were ordered to be ſummoned for the 1 Ith 
of ſaid month. 


—o —  — 


MonDay, FEBRUARY 9, 1784. 


The Houſe met, purſuant to adjournment, and upon a 


motion for that purpoſe, adjourned to Wedneſday the 18th 
of February inſt. 


* Lord Mountmorres, who had brought in the bill and who 
was, at the time when his Grace made this obſervation, in Eng- 
land. 


* 
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WEDnzsDaAY, FEBRUARY 19, 1784. 


The Houſe met, purſuant to adjournment. 

A meſlage from the Lord Licutenant was delivered to 
the Houſe, acquainting him, that his Majeſty had been 
pleaſed to appoint his Grace the Duke ot Rutland to the 
government of this kingdom; and that it was his Majeſ- 
ty's pleaſure that the Houſe do adjourn to Monday the 23d 
of February inſt. ; 

An Addreſs of Thanks was agreed to, for his Excel- 
lency's Meſſage. 

The Houſe adjourned accordingly to Monday next, 


* — _ 


MonDar, FEBRUARY 23, 1784. 


Lord Carhampton moved to put off the cauſe of Roch- 
Ford and Hume, on account of the death of the late Coun- 
ſellor Theobald Wolfe, as by that melancholy event, At- 
thur Wolfe, Eſq; one of the counſel] in the cauſe, was fo 
much affected, that he could not exert his uſual abili- 
nes. 7 

Ordered to be poſtponed till Friday next. 


Lord Annally--I rife, my Lords, to point out to your 
Lordſhips a grievance that exiſts in the metropolis, and 
under the eye of government; a grievance that diſgraces 
humanity, and is altogether inſufferable in a free country. 
I mean, my Lords, the oppreſſive miſconduQ and total 
miſmanagement of the Four Courts. Maſhalſea. A miſ- 
management which calls upon the humanity, juſtice, and 
honour of this Houſe for redreſs. The Marſhalſea, my 
Lords, inſtead of being a place of detemiion, is converted 
into a place of puniſhment to thoſe unfortunate men who 
have the nnhappineſs to be caſt into it. This priſon, in- 
ſtead of being laid out in general and impartial accommo- 
dations, is, at this ſevere and inclement ſeaſon, monopo- 
tized; ſome having one, two, three, or more rooms ap- 
propriated to them, while others cannot obtain any comfort- 
able, or even tolerably convenient lodgings. Another cir- 
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tumiſtance, my Lords, aggravates the miſconduct df the 
keeper; the people moſtly favoured are a ſet of uſurers, 
about twenty of whom occipy almoſt the whole priſon, 
and carry on a kind of uſury and diſhoneſt exertion, that 
8 a ſcandal and reproach to all law and good government. 
It would encroach too much on your Lordſhips time, and 
give too much pain to your feelings, to enter into a mi- 
nute deſcription of theſe abuſes. 1 ſhall therefore ſay, in 
one word, that it is become a receptacle for uſurers and 
receivers of ſtolen goods of every denomination: Indeed 
by ſeveral reports, I reſolved to enquire into thoſe com- 
plaints, and, if well founded, apply ſome remedy. To 
this end, I called upon a very reſpeQable and very learned 
friend of mine, the Lord Chief Juſtice of the. Common 
Pleas, for his able aſſiſtance, who underſtands theſe mat- 
tefs much better than I do, and he readily complied with 
my requeſt. We went together (indeed, owing to the 
ſeverity of the weather, with much difficulty) to the mar- 
ſhalſea, to enquire into thoſe grievances, but could get no 
ſatisfactory anſwer or account. However, my Lords, to 
our great concern, we fonnd ſufficient to induce us to be- 
heve the account too well founded, and to think that an 
inſtitution attended for the convenience of the unfortunatez 
was: perverted into their oppreſſton. A perverſton that 
loudly claims your Lordſhips interference ——The mar- 
ſhal has a conſiderable allowance for his attendance on his 
duty, if therefore he is found to negle& it, he ſhould be 
puniſhed. In the court where I have the honour to pre- 
ſide, I have endeavoured. as far as the law allowed, to re- 
medy this abuſe. At the commiſſion of Oyer and Ter- 
miner, when L aſſiſted, I recommended this matter to the 
conſideration of the Grand Jury, whom I requeſted to go 
thither. A copy of my recommendation I ſhall lay before 
your Lordſhips, who, I am convinced, will apply the pro- 
per remedies to this great nuiſance. For this Purpoſe Þ 
ſhall, on ſome future day, move for a committee to en. 
quire into the ſtate of the Four, Courts Marſhalſea. 

The Lord Chancellor was of opinion, that the law lodged 
a Power in the three chief Juſtices to regulate that priſon; 
He told the Houſe, that enormities and abuſes, as he was 
well informed, were not = 5 to that goal. Fhe 
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greateſt oppreſſions and miſconduR prevailed: alſo in New- 
gate, otherwiſe the New Priſon. © The | negle& of that 
' priſon was ſcandalous, for his Lordſhip underſtood that the 
priſoners had arrived to ſuch a degree of audacity that it was 
almoſt impoſſible to come into it without being robbed. A 
like miſmanagement exiſted inall the goals in the kingdom ; 
he, therefore, thought it proper, that the committee ſhould 

not confine themſelves to the Four Courts Marſhalſea only, 
ut extend their enquiry to all the perfons in Ireland. A 
gentleman, whom humanity induced to viſit all the pri- 
ſons in Europe (Mr. Heward) conld not go through the new 
priſon without being robbed of his money and gold watch. 
This humane member of the community declared, that he 
never ſaw worſe regulated goals or greater abuſes 5 whe 
than in this kingdom, 

The Chancellor afterwards, as no very important lad 
was before their Lordſhips, and as the Duke of Rutland 
was hourly expected, ſubmitted to the Houſe whether it 
would not be proper for them to adjourn to Thurſday ;' for 
as next Wedneſday would be a holiday, this ſhort adjourn- 
ment could make no great difference. 

* Ordered, that the Lords be ſummoned: to attend their 
duty in the "Houſe on Friday next. 

The ſeveral orders of the day were poſtponed to Thurſ- 
day, to whĩeh day the Houſe adjourned. 


————— — 
. 


THURSDAY, FEBRUARY 26, 1784. 


Lord Mornington, after a warm and and elegant eneomium, 
on the public ſpirit and private virtues of his Grace the 
Duke of Rutland, and the illuſtrious patriotiſm and bravery 
_ of his anceſtors, — for an addreſs to his Grace, to 

tulate him on his appointment to the government of 
this kingdom, and his ſafe arrival in Ireland; and alfo 
© expreſſive of their Lordſhips reliance upon his Grace, that 
he would promote every meaſure in his power, that can tend 
to the intereſt of this nation. 

His Lordſhip's motion was agreed to, and a committee 
being appointed, they withdrew to prepare the addreſs ; 
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an their return it was read, and agreed to. Ordered, that 
the Houſe ſhould wait on his Excellency the Lord Lieu- 
tenant with the addreſs to- morrow. 


The Archbiſhop of Cafbe! obſerved, that as the great 
cauſe of Rockfort Hume againſt the repreſentatives of the 
late Earl of Ely, was to come before the Houſe to-morrow, 
he would ſubmit it to their Lordſhip's. conſideration, whe- 
ther all the forms relative to that cauſe ſhould not be 
ſettled this day, in order to aveid any future inconveni- 
ence. 

The Lord Chanceller ſaid, he would give his attendance 


ſo early as one o'clock, to-morrow, and after prayers, would 


call the council to the bar of the Houſe. 


Lord Allamont roſe, he ſaid, to call the attention of their 
Lordſhips .to the conſideration of the Corn Laws, which 
comprehend giving immediate relief to the kingdom with 
reſpe& to proviſions, He ſaid, he intended moving for a 
committee to take that ſubje& into conſideration. 

Adjourned, 


——  ———— ———— — — —— — — — — —  — — — ——— 


FraiDAY, FEBRUARY 27, 1784. 


Lord Mountcaſhel came in with his writ of ſummons, 
took the uſual oaths and his ſeat in the Houſe. 


Hume Cavss. 


At half paſt one o'clock, Meſſrs. Wolfe and Duquery, as 
council for the appellant, were called to the bar; and alſo for 
the reſpondent the Attorney General and Prime Serjeant— 
two council on each fide only being allowed to plead : 
hut other council were engaged and preſent to aſſiſt the 
ſpeakers. , | 

Mr. Wolfe opened the cauſe, ſtating the points of law 
for their Lordſhips, which were—Whether a common re- 
covery, ſuffered to be performed by a warrant of attorney, 
«cknowledged by the perſon who gave the warrant, be- 
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fore a fingle judge at chambers, or any where elſe, be a 
record itſelf, and of equal force to bear the remainder 
man from trying the validity of the recovery, as would be 
a recovery ſuffered in open court, in perſon ? or, ſuppoſ- 
ing one mode to be equally binding as the other, when 
the contending parties join iſfue, and the jury are ſum» 
moned, impannelled and ſworn, the plaintiff ſhall be with- 
held from producing his evidence to invalidate the inſtru- 
ment, the jury are told, it is concluſive to bar the plaintiff 
from any other teſtimony in the cauſe, and a verdict is ac- 
cordingly directed for the defendant ? It was contended, 
that this was in effect, to make the jury determine the 
law on their oaths, and the judges aſſume to themſelves 
the province of the jury, to determine the fact. Theſe are 
the principal cauſes of error alledged by the judges and by 
many of the lords and biſhops. Mr, Duquery mentioned 
the caſe of the Ducheſs of Kingſton, who pleaded a judg- 
ment on a jaQitation of marriage in the ecclefiaſtical court, 
as a bar to the Houſe of Lords trying her caufe. The 
Lords, however, fatally for her, took no notice of the re- 
cord from an inferior court, and put her on her trial to 
prove the fact, in which ſhe failed, and, of conſequence, 
the judgment of the eccleſiaſtical court fell to the ground. 
It was faid alſo, that a common recovery had been ſuffered 
by Wentworth, in the year 1744, by warrant of attorney; 
but he, having been proved inſane, the recoveries alſo fell 
to the ground, after a trial by jury in the Court of Com- 
mon Pleas. And it was alſo contenged, that no attgmpts 
were made, in the laſt caſe, to bar the remainder to try 
the fact before a jury, as was done in the caſe then before 
the Houſe. | 
Mr. Duquery having finiſhed the ſtatement of his caſe, 
no other buſineſs was entered on, their Lordſhips therefore 


adjourned to next day, when the council for the reſpon; 
on are to enter on their defence. 


. ”y 


SATURDAY, FEBRUARY 23, 1784. 


The Houſe proceeded to hear Council in the caſe of 
Hume and Loftus. 
Adjourned till Monday next. 


— — — 
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Council for the reſpondent were called to the bar. 

Mr. Prime Serjeant Scett opened the caſe in a prefatory 
ſpeech: He then adverted to the ſeveral points of error 
which the appellants had alledged. 

In order to reverſe the recovery, the iſſue before their 
Lordſhips is, whether Nicholas, the ſecond Earl of Ely, 
was on the 19th day of June, 176), the day of the teſte 
of the writ of entry, and on the 6th day of July following, 
the day of the ſuppoſed acknowledgment of the warrant 
of attorney, of ſound mind? As the acknowledgment of 
the warrant of attorney on the 8th of July cannot be evi- 
dence of ſanity, at any period antecedent ; therefore Lord 
Chief Juſtice Clayton having certified nothing of his ſanity 
at any time but on the 8th day of July, the court of King's 
Bench ought, after the parties joining iſſue to try the fact 
by a jury, to have allowed the appellant to give evidence 
of inſanity, on the 19th of June, and on the 6th July ; 
and alſo on the 7th of July, the day of the execution of 
the judgment; which evidence, if ſufficient, muſt have 
induced the jury to reverſe the recovery, as being a total 
nullity, The writ of entry was teſted the 18th of June, 
returnable the 6th of July, and judgment was given by the 
Court of Common Pleas before the jth of July; for the 
writ of ſeiſin, which muſt of neceſſity be ſubſequent to the 
judgment, it being the execution of the judgment, was 


executed on the 7th of July, the warrant of attorney be- 


ing dated the 8th of July—conſequently, pending the 
proceedings on ſaid recovery, and until after judgment and 


execution, no perſon legally authoriſed, appears to be act- 
ing for the ſaid Earl of Ely. 
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The Prime Serjeant anſwered this point, by ſtating to 
their Lordſhips, that this was new matter, ſtolen in, he 
ſaid, ſince the trial, and which their Lordſhips had no right 
to try or enquire into, in the firſt inſtance; and inſiſted 
that the damages to this country would be immenſe, were 
their Lordſhips to ſuffer its judicial proceedings to be liti- 
gated in the dernier reſort, from matter not produced to 
the courts below. But not reſting on this, he ſaid that 
by the law of the land fines and recoveries ſhall not be 
reverſed for clerical errors, or for any want of form; and 
the books all go to the ſame point, viz, to eſtabliſh the 
record as perfectly valid in point of time in the execution, 
He expreſſed his aſtoniſhment, that ſo ſhrewd a man as 
Mr. Rochfort, and all his learned council, had not, during 

a ſpace of twenty-five years, fooner found out this ſuppoſed 
crror in the warrant of attorney, 

He ſaid, the appellam's council had urged, that his 
client having joined flue, to try the fact by a jury, had 
thereby waved the benefit of the record. This, he con- 
. tended for, was not law, and that the court in receiving 
the warrant of attorney had before them the beſt and moſt 
legal evidence that could be produced, being an inſtru- 
.ment of the higheſt authority, as it made a part of the 
record, and was annexed to the judgment of the Court of 
Common Pleas; and to admit parole, written or circum- 
ftantial evidence, to invalidate the certificate of a Lord 
Chief Juſtice, and the judgment of a court, would have 
been to the laſt degree degrading, and ſubverſive of the 
common law. That parole evidence is never allowed to 
be given to contrevert, but is admitted occaſionally, as 
collateral teſtimonies, to ſubſtantiate a deed, He ſaid, this 
caſe had been determined twelve times againſt the appel- 
lant, and that in the decifion by the Houſe of Lords of 
England, who confirmed Lora Lifford's laſt decree, Lord 
Mansfield had read to their Lordſnips the reports of Bir Ro- 
bert Clayton, in which were the following queſtions, and 
anſwers ſaid to be given by the ſecond Earl of Ely, when 

came before him: 

Queſtion 1. (from the judge. ) What do you come to do, 

y Lord? 
45 Anſwer. Te o levy fines, and ſuffer recoveries. 
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Queſtion 2. For what purpoſe ? | | 

Anſwer, To cut out Mr. Rochſort from inheriting my 
eſtate, who has uſed me with cruelty and injuſtice. 

Queſtion 3. Who do you intend to give it to? 

Anſwer. To my uncle Loftus, by whom I have been 
treated with civility and tenderneſs. 

The caſe of Sir Butler Wentworth, the Prime Serj eant 
centended, was not in point, for the recovery, in that 
caſe, was not reverſed by a jury, but compromiſed. In- 
deed, he faid, the compromiſe took — . they were 
in the box. 

The caſe alſo of the Ducheſs of Kingſton was not re- 
ſevant: the judgment not being final was open to inſpec- 
tion: of courſe there was o eil be bar to her 7 tried 
ſor bigamy. : : 

Adjourned ' till to-morrow. 1 
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Second council was called to the bar, to proceed to he 
caſe of reſpondent. | 

Mr. Attorney General began with the firſt error, viz. re- 
lative to the ſuffering recoveries, teſte of the writ, entering 
the judgment, &c. all which proceedings were-gone through 
before the acknowledgement of the warrant of attorney, on 
the 8th day of July ;—one day after the concluſion of the 
whole buſineſs. To this he faid, that the appellant. had 
no right to enquire what was done in the buſineſs antece- 
dent to the acknowledgment . of. the, warrant of attorney, 
as thoſe proveedings, he contended, made no part of the 
record that bars the remainder man from traverſing the ya- 
lidity of the fines and recoveries. This, diſtinction, he 
ſaid, which was endeavoured to be eſtabliſhed, that fines 
and recoveries ſuffered by a lunatic, if done in perſon, 
and in open court, muſt be concluſive to bar .a remainder, 
and yet, if done by warrant of attorney before a chief juſ- 
tice, were open to traverſe and inſpeQion, was a diſtinc- 
tion without a difference. As on this circumſtance, . prin- 
eipality, the whole merit of the cauſe appears to be ground- 
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ed. The Attorney General took great pains to illuſtrate the 
law herein with regard to idiots, lunatics, infants, &c. 
ſuffering recoveries, - privately by warrant of attorney, by 
pon, and perſonally in open court. 
As to idiotcy, that was then given up by the appellant, 

and he now wanted to prove that Nicholas the ſecond 
Earl of Ely was of unſound mind, fo as to be incapable to 
manage his affairs; and to prove it by parole, written and 
circumſtantial evidence, which, he ſaid, had been upwards 
of twenty years collecting; and no doubt modulated as 
beſt ſuited the But the record, he contended, 
was binding, and à bar to all other evidence, being pro- 
duced to the jury. He laid great ſtreſs on the purity of 
Lord Chief Juſtice Clayton's character; as a judge, and 
as an honeſt man, there never was, he ſaid, his ſuperior. 
That judgments were of the moſt. ſacred nature; the ver- 
dict of a jury, he ſaid, was very immaterial, until ſtamped 
with the judgment; to reverſe which, - was in effect to 
overturn the law and the conſtitution : the law, he ſaid, 
had ever been careful to guard the judgments from reverſal, 
eſpecially thoſe of long ſtanding :* he inſtanced a caſe 
* crein 4 judgment had been given on the preſumed 
death of a man's wife, who, as afterwards appeared, was 
not deadz bir was in perfon produced to the court pro- 
perly identiſſed, and it was prayed to reverſe the judgment 
given on ſuppoſition of her death, which had been pro- 
no by the ſame court as in the pleadings ſtated! 
the court, with the woman before their eyes, pronounced 
her dead, and confirmed the judgment, ſaying, that the 
derdict was not that which was binding, but the judgment, 
rr the verdick, having become a record, 
could not be "reverſed. Neither, he contended, as Lord 
Chief Juſtice Clayton, who examined Lord Fly, was dead, 
and-the ſaid Earl f Fly dead alſo, could the warrant of 
attorney, having become 4 record, be ſubject to ay in- 
quiſition. 

At the cloſe of his bo; he turned to Mr. Rochfort, 
and repeated from Shakeſpeat the words of Hamlet, Reft 


re! perturbed ſpirit. 
(rs regard to Lord Ely's ſanity, Mr. Prime Serjeant 
dad the day before abſerved, that if he was a . he was 
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the moſt extraordinary fool that he ever heard of; he had 


made fools of nine commiſſioners, four lord chancellors, as 
many judges, and the Houſe of Lords in England. They 
muſt all, he ſaid, have caught the infection from this ex- 
traordinary perſonage, who has made fools of every body 
but Mr. Rochfort, who has deceived himſelf. | 
He contended that this fame fool was a very ſenſible. 
perſon ; and, had he lived, would have been a bright or- 
nament to ſociety ; but that in the early part of his life 
he laboured under difficulties ſufficient to make a wiſe man 
mad. His father was a needy ſpenthrift, who, according to 
the ſettlement, had no fortune but his ſon's to live on, to 
whom he uſed every cruelty, the ſooner to come at his 
property to gratity his extravagance. On the other hand, 
after the birth of Mr. Hume, the appellant, who, becom- 
ing heir at. law, in right of his mother, began to inſpe& 
and pry into the proceedings of both, obtained an order 
from Lord Bowes, that the father ſhould not receive the. 
rents, and that the ſon ſhould not levy fines, &c. a com- 
plication of oppreſſion, he ſaid, ſeldom to be met with. 
The further hearing of this cauſe was adjourned to Fri- 
day, to which the Houſe adjourned, | 


— — ———————— — 
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* 
FRI D Ax, MARCH 5, 1784. 


At half paſt one o'clock, prayers being over, the ap- 
pellant's counſel was called to reply to the arguments on 
the other ſide, which had been delivered by the Prime” 
Serjeant on Monday, and by the Attorney General on 
Tueſday laſt. | 0 

Mr. Wolfe began with the firſt error, and replied to 
what had been aſſerted on the other ſide, to eſtabliſh the 
warrant of attorney as a record of the court of Common 
Pleas, concluſive in itſelf; and that levying fines and 
ſyffering recoveries, &c. was not a judicial act. 

To combat this very important diſtinQion, Mr. Wolfe 
entered very copiouſly into the doQtine of fines ; an argu- 
ment which took him ſome RY deliver. . 
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By the old law of England fines were never ſuffered 
but in perſon, and in open court; but by the ſtatute of 
Carlifle, permiſſion was given to the Chief Juſtice of the 
Common Pleas to receive a fine out of court, for ihe conve- 
mence of -infirm perſons who were not able to reſort to the 
court for that purpoſe ; and as a guard againſt corruption 
and frauds being committed by this new indulgence, an 
abbot or a prieſt was to attend the Chief Juſtice, to exa- 
mine the party on this very ſolemn occaſion. 

In proceſs of time, however, the attendance of the 
clergy was diſpenſed with; and to levy fines and ſuffer 
recoveries before a Chief Juſtice in private, is now of ſo 
long a ſtanding as to become an eſtabliſhed law of the 
land | 


He contended that it was in this ſtage of the huſineſs 
the party was to be examined as to ſanity, age, &c. i. e. 
in levying the fines; upon which the judgment is founded, 
andentered on the rolls of the court of Common Pleas ; 
and inſiſted, from the uniform practice of the law, and 
from reaſon, upon which the law is founded, that levying 
fines, &c. is in itfelf a judicial act; and that the acknow- 
ledgment of the warrant of attorney is a ſubſequent act, 
and nothing more than a memorandum that the fines 
are levied, and the judgment entered thereon : and that, 
in the act of acknowledging the warrant of attorney, no 
more examination as to inſanity, age, or other impediment 
* was neceſſary for the Chief Juſtice to do offi- 
cially, than would be for a judge before whom a man was 
to go to make an affidavit, The Chief Juſtice, he aid, 
might examine the party, but, he contended, it was no 
part of his judicial office; for that the examination of a 
tenant in tail muſt be done at his making the original 
deed of ſettlement, and before the iſſuing the writ of 
ſeiſin. As no examination of Lord Ely appeared to have 
been taken, but on his Lordſhips's acknowledgment of 
the warrant of attorney, the ſaid warranty can never be 
concluſive—that Lord Ely was of ſound mind when he 
levied fines and ſuffered recoveries; an act by more than 
three weeks prior to. the ſaid acknowledgment before Lord 
Chief Juſtice Clayton, From all which he pronounced 


* 
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the ſaid warrant of attorney, and the proceedings previous 
thereto, evident nullities in law. 

But, ſaid Mr. Wolfe, for argument ſake, ſuppoſe the 
Chief Juſtice of the Common Pleas to have examined 
Lord Ely, and found him ſane, how did this appear to 
the jury on the late trial in the court of King's Bench? 
[A dead filence through the Houſe.] The warrant of 


attorney was the only evidence that the court would ſuffer 


to'go to the jury; which, he contended was a naked in- 
ſtrument, carrying with it no proof either of reaſon or 
inſanity; and that the much talked of certificate of Lord 
Chief Juſtice Clayton, avering the ſanity of the Earl of 
Ely, was not produced. Why was it not produced? 
Becauſe, ſaid he, they dare not. 

Mr. Wolfe concluded this head, with aſſuring their Lord- 
ſhips, that the ſanity or inſanity of the Farl of Ely made 
no part of the enquiry of the Houſe, nor would he have 
mentioned it, but that it had been ſo much relied on; and, 
in ſhort, made the greateſt part of the caſe on the other 
fide—which, he contended, was quite foreign to the queſ- 
tion before the Houſe. 

To the ſecond error.—A caſe, he ſaid, had been quoted 
out of Hobbart, by the reſpondent” 8 counſel, to prove that 
when a record is returned into court, it is concluſive. He 
thanked the gentlemen for having mentioned it, for, when 
examining it, it would turn out to the appellant's advan- 
tage. [The counſel on the other ſide murmured as being 
unfair.] He cited the caſe, of which, as well as we re- 
member, the following is the ſubſtance: An action of 
debt was brought againſſ the High Sheriff of the county 
of Southampton (who had, by his return, befere acknow- 
ledged, that he had levied this money, but had not de- 
livered it in court. Defendant pleaded, that nihil debit 
as to part paid to the plaintiff, as by his acquittances ap- 
peared; to which the plaintiff demurred. And it was in- 
ſiſted for the plaintiff, that the defendant's plea of mil 
debit as to part, was nought, becauſe it was directly con- 
trary to his return of record; but to that it was anſwered, 
that ſince he had not relied upon the eſtoppel, but joined 
iſſue, that could give him po advantage. 
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The above caſe Mr. Wolfe applied to the one in queſ- 
tion, and ſaid, that the reſpundent having joined iſſue, 
and the jury ſworn, the whole of the evidenee on both 
ſides, ought to have gone to the jury; and if they (the 
jury) found any difficulty in determining the matter, the 
court of King's Bench ſhould have directed a ſpecial 
verdict. 

Mr. Wolfe having cloſed a very lexiwed argument, 

The Lord Chancellor ſtepped aſide, and addreſſed their 
Lordſhips on the great acquifition that had been made to 
the conſequence of that High Court of Parliament. 

His Lordſhip ſaid, that the eyes of the nation, and of 
the world, were upon them ; and that it well became their 
Lordſhips to proceed in the important buſineſs _ them 
with the greateſt caution. 

Phe appeal before them, he ſaid, was to even 2 
jadgment in the court of King's Bench; and the queſtions, 
be thought, for their conſideration: were reducible to two 
Points, on which he would not, at this time, give any 
opinion; but, with their Lordſhips permiſſion, he would 
ſubmit the queſtions to the judges (the judges of the 1 5 
Bench excepted) for their opinion thereon, © 

"Queſtion I. Whether, where a vouchee, in à com- 
mon recovery, appears by attorney, the caption of the 
warrant of attorney appearing upon the record to be taken 
by the Lord Chief Juſtice of the Common Pleas out of 
court, be concluſive evidence of the capacity of ſuch 
vouchee, as to the ſoundneſs of his mind to appoint ſuch 
attorney, and ſuffer ſuch common recovery? And whe- 
ther, on the face of the record which was before the 
court of King's Bench on the trial, when iſſue was joined 
between the plaintiff and defendant in error, there be any, 
and what evidence which in law was concluſive to operate 
as an eſtoppel in favour of the defendant ? 

On the Chancellor's putting the above queries, Lord 
Farnham faid, he thought they were too prolix, and that 
fubmitting the record to the Judges for their gre as to 
its being conelufive, would be ſufficient. 

The Lord Chancellor again ſtepped aſide, and with ſome 
warmth ſaid, he would not relinquiſh his right of judg- 
ment to any man, or to any body of men. What! call 
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on the judges to determine that which belong only to your 
Lordſhips? From the qpveſtions, ſaid his Lordſhip, I 
propoſe to put to the judges, your Lordſhips are to draw 
ſuch inferences as will lead you to a right determination 
of the cauſe before you. 

After a little more oppoſition from Lord Farnham, the 
Archbiſhop of Caſhel, and Lord Hilifborough, the queſtions 
were blended into one, and were ordered for the opinion 
of the judges to anſwer on Friday next, and the Houſe 
adjourned. | | | 


— — — —— 
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FID Ax, Maxch 12, 1784. 


The order of the day for the Judges to give their anſwer 
to the queſtions put to them by the IIouſe, was read, upon 
which the Chief Juſtice of the Common Pleas roſe to 
requeſt further time. His Lordſhip ſaid he had uſed his 
utmoſt efforts to bring his brethren to form their opinions; 
but that, ſome for one reaſon, and ſome for others, he 
had not yet been able to effect it. And that conſidering 
the magnitude of the cauſe in itſelf, and the ſtill greater 
conſequence the deciſion of it would be to the public, he 
had joined with them in the requeſt, that their Lordſhips 
would defer demanding their anſwer until after the enſuing 
aſſi zes. | | 

The Lord Chancellor left the woolſack, and repeated the 
words of the Chief Juſtice. Two points, he ſaid, were 
neceſſary for their Lordſhips conſideration z the firſt was 
whether the Judges requeſted time for the purpoſe of 
unanimity, or becauſe they had not been able to form 
any opinion at all; and he ſaid, he would, with their 
Lordſhips permiſſion, aſk the Judges ſeparately where the 
obſtacle lay. | „Ac 

Lord Valentia ſaid, he felt exceedingly for the parties, 
and thought the caſe very clear, and wondered that the 
very learned bench ſhould find ſo many difficulties to 
determine a caſe, which to any common capacity, was 
as clear as the noon-day. He then moved, That the 
Judges give their opinions on Tueſday next. 


ws PARLIAMENTARY 
Lord Carysfort.—The opinion of the Judges is not 


concluſive on this Houſe; it is only to inform your Lord- 
ſhips conſcience, but the right of judgment is in your 

 Lordfhips ſolely. I am againſt any delay of juſtice, for 
ſuppoſing a prorogation of parliament was to take place 
during ſo long a delay of judgment as had been firſt pro- 
poſed, there could be no judgment given till next ſeſſion, 
which might be attended with many fatalities. 

The Lord Chancellor ſaid, he had got authority to ſay 
that three of the Judges were now ready to deliver their 
opinions; but that they had joined their brother Judges 
In their requeſt for longer time, for the ſake of unanimity. 
Although that was always a thing much to be wiſhed, 
it was not always obtained: Two caſes before the Lords 
of England were in his own recolle&ion, where the dif- 
ſerence in opinion of nine Judges, was five to four. 

The Judges were then examined ſeparately, beginning 
with the junior; when their reaſons for poſtponing were, 
Mr. Juſtice Coppinger ſaid, his reafons for requeſting 
a longer time were of a mixed nature; unanimity, and for 
further ſatisfaQion as to a caſe that was introduced by 
one of the Judges in manuſcript, which he would be glad 
to ſee better authenticated. | 
Mr. Baron Metge. That he had not ſufficiently con- 
ſidered the learned arguments of his brethren. 
Mr. Juſtice Kelly. Unanimity. | 

Mr. Juſtice Hellen. Wiſhed to ſee the cafe of Sir 
Butler Wentworth better authenticated; a caſe, he ſaid, 
fo much in point as made it of the greateſt conſequence, 
and that all they had before them of it yet was, an attor- 
ney's bill. | 
Mr. Baron | Hamilton. . Unanimity. 

Mr. Baron Power was then prepared. 

Lord Chief Baron was prepared then to deliver his opi- 
nion, but for the ſake of unanimity, had joined in the 
requeſt for further time. 

Lord Chief Juſtice Patterſon ſaid, that he thought the 
anthorities quoted 'by the counſel, ſufficient upon which 
to found an opinion, and that he was ready to deliver his 


"mw WW _ YTF * Po ca 


mm 4 3 — 


n 103 


ſentiments; but had joined with his brothers for a longer 
time for the ſake of unanimity. 

Upon which the Chancellor ſaid, he would adviſe their 
Lordſhips to defer the cauſe until Thurſday, and that the 
Judges, ſuch as were then prepared, be ordered to deliver 
their anſwers, and if any obſtacle remained with any of 
them, it would be for their Lordſhips to determine the de- 
laying it until after the aſſizes. 

The queſtion was put and carried without a diviſion. 


— — — 


TrursDaAY, MARCH 18, 1784. 


The Judges delivered their opinions on the Hume cauſe. 

The Judges Crookſhank, Kelly, the Barons Metge, 
Hamilton, and Power, and the Lord Chief Baron Yel- 
verton delivered their opinions in favour of the plaintiff 
in error, and Mr. Juſtice Hellen and Lord Chief Juſtice 
Patterſon in favour of the defendants. 

A motion being made and the queſtion put, that judg- 
ment be given in this cauſe on Thurſday next. The Houſe 
divided, 


Contents, — 18 

Non-contents, — 19 
— 

Majority, — I 


A motion was made, and the queſtion put, for Wed- 
neſday next, which paſſed unanimouſly. 
Adjourned. ; 
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Friday, MARCH 19. n 


His Grace the Lord Lieutenant came in ſtate to the 
Houſe, and the Gentleman Ucher of the Black Rod being 
ſent to the Houſe of Commons, to require their attend- 
ance, the Speaker came up, attended by the Members, 
when his Grace was pleaſed to give the royal aſſent to the 
following bills: 
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t. The bill for iſſuing treaſury bills. 

2. The bill for regulating the high court of admiralty. 
3. The bill for the relief of perſons who have omitted 
to qualify. | 

4. The bill for regulating ſmall beer breweries. 

5. The bill to prevent bribery and corruption at elec- 
tions. | 

6. The bill for the relief of ſeveral perſons intereſted 
in the ſhip Vriendſchamp, &c. 

After which the Houſe adjourned. 
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Wo rrs DAx, MARcH 24, 1784. 


The Lords having taken their ſeats, and the Lord Chan- 
cellor being ſeated on the woolſack, the order of the day 
was read, for their Lordſhips to give their deciſion in the 
Hume cauſe. Then the Lord Chancellsr came from the 
woolſack, and addreſſed their Lordſhips to the following 
purport : There had been a diverſity of opinion in the 
Judges, fix being for reverſing the judgment of the King's 
Bench, and two for affirming it. He moſt ſincerely lament- 
ed the diverſity of opinion amongſt the Judges; becauſe, 
had they been unanimous, he ſhould have thought himſelf 
juſtified in giving a ſilent vote; but that not being the caſe, 
he imagined, as he had the honour to fill the firſt depart- 
ment in the law, an opinion would be expected from him; 
and he was prepared with arguments, on which to found 
that opinion ; arguments, not drawn from obſelete records, 
which could only perplex their Lordſhips, but from ſuch 
authorities as were now uſed in Weſtminſter-Hall. That 
upon this law, and in conformity to the apinions of thoſe 
under whom he was bred, he had formed his opinion in 
this caſe z which was moſt clearly and decidedly with the 
ſix Judges, for reverſing'the judgment of the court of King's 
Bench. His Lordſhip paid compliments to the Judges of 
that court, particularly to the chief; there did not, in the 
world, he ſaid, exiſt a man with a bettet heart or underſtand- 
ing; or a nobleman of greater profeſſional knowledge. But, 
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conti nued his Lordſhip, that he had been miſtaken, as 
many other men have alfo been, the record of Parlia- 
ment, &c. were evident witneſſes. 

His Lordſhip ſaid, he ſhould put the queſtion to re- 
verſe the judgment, and ſhould reſerve his arguments 
until he ſaw whether there were any diverſity of opinions 
among their Lordſhips. 

Before he took his feat, he, however, once more ſaid, 
that ſhould their Lordſhips differ in opinion with the fix 
Judges, their opinions ſhould not go down to poſterity, 
on their Lordſhips journals alone, for that his ſhould ac- 
company them, in order that his friends, in England, and 
that the world might know, that he had given teſtimony 
in ſupport of the common law of the land, the principles 
of which could never be overturned. We are not, he 
ſaid, to conſider what the law ſhould be, but what it is: 
and if their Lordſhips were of opinion, the judgment of 
the King's Bench was wrong, then the parties could bring 
the matter of fact before a jury to be tried. He con- 
cluded with obſerving, that the proceedings in England, 
and on the commiſſion prior to the judgment of the King's 
Bench, were not connected with the preſent queſtion. 

The queftion being put, Lord Farnham roſe, and de- 
clared himſelf of a contrary opinion, for that it did no 
where appear before their Lordſhips, that the warrant of 
attorney was acknowledged out of court. [The Lord 
Chancellor then referred to the printed caſe] Lord Farn- 
ham ſaid, every body knew that it was mentioned by the 
plaintiff, as matter of accuſation, in order that he might 
lay the venue in Fermanagh, and that if no better au- 
thority could be brought, he ſhould ſtil ſuppoſe the fines 
and recoveries to have been ſuffered in court; and that 
the council and the Judges had all concurred in opinion, 
that if an idiot had acknowledged a warranty in court, 
it could never be reverſed; that he had paid the greateſt 
attention to the counſel and the learned Judges, and there 
had not been quoted one fingle cafe in point; and that 
it would be dangerous for their Lordſhips to make a pre- 
e cedent, that might unhinge the law, and endanger the 
1 property of the nation. 
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This brought out the Lord Chancellor, —He faid, that 
the queſtion before their Lordſhips was not, whether 
Nicholas, Earl of Ely, was inſane or not, but whether 
there was, on the face of the record, concluſive evidence 
to bar the plaintiff in error from going into evidence 
in the court of King's Bench, og a matter of fact triable 
by a jury; and on which matter of fact the parties had 
Joined iſſue. Noble Lords, were not to take into conſi- 
deration any matter out of the record, but to confine 
themſelves to that which appeared on the face of it ; that 
the queſtion was, ſimply, whether there appeared on the 
face of the record any matter which could be conſidered 
concluſive evidence ſufficient to authorize the judgment 
that was given in the court of King's Bench. 

His Lordſhip entered into the doArine of fines and re- 
coveries, and ſpeaking of the buſineſs then before the 
Houſe, ſaid, the acknowledgment of a- warrant of attor- 
ney was not concluſive evidence of the ſanity of the 
vouchee. In the courſe of his argument, he quoted, for 
his authorities, Hale, Hardwick, Wilmot and Mansfield; 
before whom fines and recoveries had been reverſed for 
error. One caſe of which he was himſelf concerned in 
when he was a ſerjeant, and upon a circuit: A gentle- 
man of fortune, in a country town, though no idiot, but 
rather weak in his underſtanding, (which his conduct 
clearly teſtified) would ſometimes aſk for a guinea, or 
ſome ſmall ſum of money, and offer his eſtate for that 
ſum. A perſon, taking advantage of his weakneſs, really 
perſuaded him to raiſe a fine, and ſuffer a recovery, which 
was done by attorney. Upon his death, the remainder 
man brought an eje&ment, and iſſue being joined, a jury 
was impannelled from another county, leaſt the influence 
of either party might impeach the verdit; after a very 
ſoleran trial, the recoveries fell to the ground. His Lord- 
ſhip ſaid, he was applied to, and here is a caſe for the 
opinion of Serjeant Hewitt. [His lordſhip. produced the 
caſe, which was grown yellow with age.] My opinion 
was, to move for a new trial, in the Common Pleas. 
attended the motion; Wilmot was Chief Juſtice. We 
endeayoured to prove that the eſtoppel barred the re- 
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mainder, and prayed a new trial; but the court were una- 
nimouſly of opinion, that the parties having joined iſſue 
to try the fact, we cculd have no remedy, and the mo- 
tion for a new trial was-diſmiſſed. 

This, my Lords, is ſound law, and common ſenſe; 
upon which I rely as a juſtification of the vote I ſhall 
give on the preſent occaſion. He ſaid he would main- 
tain the law in its purity, and do juſtice to all men; that 
he never in his liſe ſpoke to Mr. Rochfort or his ſon; that 
he before decreed againſt him from a conviction that he 
had no equitable remedy. 

He adduced as a caſe in point, that of Lady Darcy. 
This Lady married during her minority, and, in con- 
junction with her huſband, levied fines and ſuffered reco- 
ver ies, to ſecure her fortune to her huſband, and thereby 
bar the remainder, on failure of iſſue of her own body; 
which really happened to be the caſe. The remainder 
man brought a writ of error, and a trial was had at bar, 
and the fact having been proved before the jury, that the 
Lady, one of the vouchees to the warrant of attorney, 
was, at the time of acknowledging the fame, within age, 
Dodderidge was clearly of opinion, that a verdi& ſhould 
be given for the plaintiff. So that here, in this caſe alſo, 
the recoveries fell to the ground. 

Noble Lords are, ſaid his Lordſhip, now to enquire, 
whether the caption of a warrant of attorney be conclu- 
ſive evidence of the ſanity of the vouchee, In Lady 
Darcy's caſe, the queſtion was, whether ſhe was compe- 
tent to give a warrant of attorney, as being of nonage, 
though a femme covert? His Lordſhip continued, if upon 
the face of the record there was not concluſive evidence 
to prove Lady Darcy of age, and competent to convey 
her eſtate to her huſband, or to any other perſon, in bar 
of the remainder; neither, in his Lordſhip's opinion, did 
there appear on the face of the record, prodused in the 
court of King's Bench, concluſive evidence of the ſanity 
of Nicholas, Earl of Ely, to bar the plaintiff in error from 
producing other evidence to prove ſaid Earl of unſound 
underſtanding. i 

But, as a farther ſatisfaction to the noble Viſcount, he 
mentioned the caſe of Sir Butler Wentworth, in the year 
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1744, Which had appeared before in the pleadings. A 
bill was filed, to ſet aſide a warrant of attorney, acknow- 
ledged by Sir Butler, who was nm compos, and numberleſs 
were the inſtances of inſanity produced to prove lum of 
unſound mind: Lord Hardwicke, than whom there never 
lived a more able lawyer, or a man of greater integrity, 
ſaid, I am ſorry I ean give you no relief; all I can do is 
to hold over the bill, which I will do for twelve months; 
in the mean time, you may apply to the court of Common 
Pleas to try the fact; I do not direct an iſſue to be tried, 
for that would be encouraging litigation; but your remedy 
muſt come from the courts below, and not in equity; but 
the power lies in yourſelves. 

What was the conſequence, ſaid his Lordſhip ? Why, 
when the oppoſite party found that all the proceedings, 
which were founded on impoſition and fraud, muſt be 
expoſed, after iſſue joined, and the jury impannelled, they 
gave way, and ſuffered themſelves to be non-ſuited, Thus 
the matter ended, in favour of the heir at law, by the 
Judges of that court having permitted the plaintiff to go into 
evidence to prove the inſanity of the vouchee to the war- 
rant of attorney. 

The Lord Chancellor was of opinion, that there was not 
occaſion to go far back for authorities on which to ground 
and regulate our juridical proceedings. Fitzherbert, au- 
thor of Natura Brevium, his Lordſhip ſaid, was one of the 
moſt accurate writers we ever had; and his opinion was, 
that the ancient practice muſt, in courſe of time, give 
way to the more ſenſible doQrine of modern times. His 
Lordſhip inſtanced the caſe of Mansfield, often repeated 
by the council for the defendant in error, as 2 caſe in 
point; where an idiot was brought in a creel, into the 
court of Common Pleas, and there, in the face of the 
Judges, executed a fine, and ſuffered recoveries. The 
remainder man prayed the court to permit an inſpection; 
bur the Judges of thoſe days ſaid, that as the tranſaction 
was done in perſon, and in open court, he Was, for ever, 
barred from an inſpection into it. 

His Lordſhip ſaid, the noble Viſcount was leading their 
Lordſhips into diſtraQtion, by quitting the queſtion which 
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was to be argued from principles of law, and not by ap- 
pealing to the paſſions. 

What had Lady Ely's jointure of 3000/7. a year to do 
with the queſtion, or the mortgage of 350007. which was 
ſaid to be lent on the «ſtate? He inſiſted that theſe were 
matters of which their Lordſhips had no cognizance, 
Another circumſtance the noble Viſcount had mentioned, 
which was, that ſhould the judgment of the court of 
King's Bench be reverſed, one half the property in the 
kingdom would thereby be ſhaken. This idea, his Lord- 
ſhip ſaid, originated in a miſtake, in applying meanings 
to words they were never intended to convey, It has 
been contended, ſaid his Lordſhip, that common recove- 
ries were the common aſſurance of the land. Never was 
there an aſſertion ſo ill founded; as it had been clearly 
proved, that common recoveries, were as impeachable as 
any deed, leaſe, releaſe, bond, &c. 

I ſhall now, ſaid his Lordſhip, conclude by ſaying, that 
I ſhould be aſhamed that the world could ſuppoſe, from 
my experience in the law, that I would vote to affirm the 
late judgment of the King's Bench. No; I am clearly and 
decidedly of opinion, that it ought to be reverſed. 

The queſtion being put, the judgment of the court of 
King's Bench was reverſed, 

Adjourned. 


Monpay, MARcH 29, 1784. 


Heard council for the appellant, in the cauſe of Cox 
and Gay. : : 


The Houſe in a committee on the bill for raiſing and 
providing a fund for the widows and children of clergy- 
men, Lord Ranelagh in the chair. 

After ſome debate, a motion was made for his Lord- 
ſhip to leave the chair, and to report ſome progreſs ; a di- 
viſion enſued, but it was given up, without telling, for the 
motion, 
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Lord Renalagh reported, leave was given to the com- 
mittee to fit again on Friday next. 


Read a ſecond time, the Waterford police bill, and 
ſome private bills. | 


* 


— ADE — 
WroxzsDAr, MARCH 31, 1784. 


Read the corn and ſeveral other bills. 


The Houſe in a committee on the poſt- office bill, Lord 
Ranelagh in the chair. 

On reading the clauſe, requiring the month and day 
of the month being wrote on all franks or covers, other- 
wiſe they will be chargeable with poſtage, 

Lord Carysfort ſaid, he never felt himſelf in a more diſ- 

recable ſituation than the preſent, as he muſt oppoſe 
the clauſe, leſt it ſhould be imagined he intended to op- 
poſe the preſent adminiſtration, of whom he had the beſt 
opinion, He diſclaimed every idea of oppoſition merely 
for ſuch : He would, and had always done ſo, and ſupport- 
ed adminiſtration whenever he found they were right, and 
aQed for the benefit of the nation; but the clauſe, he 
thought, was injurious to the privilege of Parliament, and 
highly detrimental to trade, and that free intercourſe that 
was ſo eſſentially neceſſary to every man. He could have 
no other intention but what he had mentioned, as he had 
a very conſiderable property in Evgland, and all his con- 
nections were in ſupport of the late miniſtry. Yet his 
conduct here, he hoped, was a ſufficient: proof that he 
only ated for the good of this kingdom. The late ad- 
miniſtration, who propoſed the preſent bill, did it with 
à view of further eſtabliſhing the emancipation of this 
country, and the conſtitution thereof; but they had no 
idea of introducing this clauſe, and ſome other exception- 
able ones he found therein.—He was ſupported on the 
ſame grounds by the Lords Farnham, Mountgarret, De- 
ſart, Carhampton, and the Biſhop of Clonfert. 
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The bill was ſupported by the Archbiſhop of Caſhel, 
the Lord Chancellor, and Lord Mornington, on the above 
clauſe only, but others were diſapproved of by Lord Long- 
ford, on the ground of the bil! being for the good of the 
public, as the net revenue, whatever that might be, would 
go in aid of the public revenue. 'The country had been 
lately loaded with 5$0,000/. for an honourable gentleman, 
who, it was ſuppoſed, was very worthy and deſerving of 
it. It was alſo loaded with 53,0007. for providing men for 
the navy of England, and alſo a penſion of 2000). a year 
had been given to the children of a great man, now no 
more. It was to prevent and puniſh a forgery and fraud, 
and better to lay on ſuch a tax, than put it on the neceſ- 
ſaries of life; and better they ſhould give up any little 
privilege for eſtabliſhing of a poſt-office than throw the 
expence on the people. / 

The queſtion being put on the clauſe, that it ſhould ſtand 
part of the bill, 

Contents — 25 
Not contents — I 

A queſtion was alſo put on the clauſes for preventing 
the ſending of letters as packets directed to members, 
though not for their uſe, but for others, that it ſtand part, 

Contents — 23 
Not contents — 17 

Went through the bill without alteration. 

Lord Ranelagh reported; received and agreed to the 
bill. 

Adjourned. 


SRL 2 . 


FRI D Ax, APRIL 2, 1784. 


Read ſeveral bills, after which the Houſe went into a 
committee on a bill for providing a fund for the relief of 
the widows and children of clergymen. 

Aﬀer a few arguments againſt the bill, on the hard- 
ſhips it would be on the lower claſs of the clergy, which 
was anſwered by the utility of it, and that every perſon 
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might ſubſcribe in what claſs he pleaſed, it was moved 
wt the Chairman quit the chair; 


Contents — 18 
Not contents — 3 
By which the bill is put off till next ſeſſion. 
Adjourned 


MoxDay, ArRIL 5, 1784. 


Read a third time and paſſed, the hawkers and pedlars 


bill, and alſo the bill for preventing obſtruction of the 
carriage of corn. 


After ſome arguments and reaſons by many of their 
Lordſhips, the cauſe of Cox and Gay was pcſtponed to 
Monday the 26th inſtant, in order to frame a queſtion for 


the opinion of the Judges, Previous to the giving of judg- 
ment. 


Adjourned. 


i. 


Wins Dax, ApRIL 7, 1784. 


Read Lord De Veſci's bill, and ſome other private 
bills. 
Adjourned till to-morrow. 


— — — —  — — —  —— c_ 


THuRsDAY, APRIL 8, 1784. 


After a ſhort . threw out the inſolvent 
bill. 


Adjourned till to-morrow. 


FRI D Ax, 


FxIp Av, APRIL 95 1784. 


The Houſe met. —Did no buſineſs, but went to church, 
as uſual on this day. 


Adjourned, ' 


— — 


Wroxxspar, APRIL 14, 1784. 


A debate commenced on the college phyſical-ſchool 
bill, On a motion for a re-commitment, a diviſion en- 
ſued; the numbers were equal, proxies included, 

Cantents — 2 
Non- contents — 

Committed again for Friday next, and all — Lords in 

and about town ordered to be ſummoned for that day. 


Poſtpoved the paving bill till Monday next. 
Read a ſecond time the bill for ſecuring the liberty of 


the preſs, by preventing the publication of libels. Com- 
mitted for to-morrow. 


| Paſſed ſeveral bills ſent from the Commons, ſome with. 


amendments and ſome without, and read ſeveral other 
bills. 


Read a felt 1 time a bill for preventing Lord Strangford 


from voting by himſelf, or by proxy, in this or any fu- 

ture Parliament. It was ordered that he be ſerved with a. 

copy thereof, and that it be read a ſecond time on Sander, 

next, and that the Lords be ſummoned for that 8 
Adjourned : . 


Q TaruRsDAY, 


— —E—·ͤ 
— WE err ————__ 
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TutxspAx, ArRIIL 16, 1784. 


The Houſe in cotnmittee on the bills for accounting 
for the money granted for the public works, and for pre- 
venting any delay of juſtice by privileges of parliament. 

Reports to be read to-morrow. 

Read a third time the bill for preventing the counter- 
ſeiting the coin, and ſome other bills; after which the 
Houſe went into a committee on the bill for the better 
ſecurity of the preſs, by preventing the publication of 
Itbels. | 

On the reading of the firſt clauſe, for obliging the 
printers or proprietors of news-papers to make an affida- 
vit of their name and place of reſidence, to be lodged in 
the ſtamp- office, or with the diſtributer of ſtamps, to be 
forth-coming as ſhould be required, and the ſame to be 
concluſive evidence in caſes of proſecution for libels, 

Lord Mountgarret, in a manly ſpeech, which did great 
honour to his feelings as a man, and ſhewed him the real 
friend and advocate for the rights of the ſubject, and the 
liberty of the preſs, ſaid he wiſhed to ſee the parliament better 
employed at this time; that is, he wiſhed to ſee them de- 
liberate for the commercial advantage of the kingdom; 
he often before mentioned his opinion and fears, that our 
free trade was a ſhadow; a mere name: Could it be 
ſhewn that any real advantage had accrued to the nation ? 
Could Ireland ſay at this moment ſhe had a free trade ? 
No. It was a name, a ſhadow ? Could ſhe protect her 
trade ? Was' ſhe not obliged to England for that protec- 
tion? (Here was a cry of hear him, &c.) No, he ſuppoſed 
the tnatfention of the Engliſh miniſtry to this country, 
and the prejudice of the Engliſh nation, prevented the 
meaſure; he therefore wiſhed to ſee their Lordſhips em- 
ployed on this great buſineſs coolly and deliberately, and 
without Iriſh or Engliſh prejudice, being not a ſubje& ſo 
trivial in itſelf as a few nonſenſical paragraphs in a news- 
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paper, a matter of. little or no importance to the commu- 
nity at large, though it might hurt the feelings of an in- 
dividual, who could not be put in compariſon with the 
whole, nay, with ten; he was no advocate for licentious 
Publications; he had, for years, diveſted himſelf of all 
thoughts of them, he would not read them; but, in his 
opinion, the liberty of the preſs was a matter that ſhould 
not be highly handled; every man had a right to a free 
diſcuſſion of thought on political ſubjeQs, and to give his 
opinion freely thereon, as it concerned the welfare of the 
whole; he thought the preſent clauſe a hardſhip, to com- 
pel a man to criminate himſelf, againſt the known law of 
the land. The preſs was the palladium of liberty; to it 
we owed our deareſt and moſt ſacred rights, both civil 
and religions, When this bill was firſt brought in, it was 
fraught with clauſes inimical to the liberty of the preſs; 
among others, a clauſe for compelling a man to give a 
ſecurity in a large ſum of money, for crimes not commit- 
ed, but for ſuppoſitious delinquencies; and another, im- 
powered a juſtice of peace to take away the liberty of the, 
ſubject, without the benefit of his natural right, the trial 
by jury, though ignorant of his crime, being in all pro- 
bability totally illiterate. Thoſe exceptionable clauſes are 
in ſome meaſure done away; one is omitted, and the 
others rather ſoftened; this certainly has been owing to 
the oppoſition the bill met with jn the other Houſe, and 
in order to give a ſpecious appearance of ananimity, they 
were certain of carrying it by numbers, There certainly 
never was a time more improper for bringing forward ſuch 
an unpopular meaſure, when the minds of men were in a 
ferment. It was natural for the people to be watchful of 
their rights, and they had often no other immediate way 
hut through the medium of a news-paper; he was there- 
tore againſt that clauſe, and ſome others which tended to 
impoſe a reſtraint on the liberty of the preſs. 

Lord Mornington ſaid, he would confine himſelf to the 
principles of the bill, which was to make the printer of- 
tenſible for any improper publication; it did not take away 
the liberty of the preſs; he hoped the noble Viſcount did 
not mean to adopt the reſolutions of the pariſh of St. Mi- 
chan, St. Nicholas nag; ? or St, Nicholas Without, or 
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other | pariſhes; he thought the bill. open: and 1 it ſhould 
have his ſupport. 

Lord Farnham, Lord i the Archbiſhop of Ca- 
ſhell, and the Biſhop of Clonfert ſupported the bill, on the 
principles of its not being inimical to the liberty of the 
preſs, for that every man was at liberty freely to declare 
his ſentiments as before, it only tended to prevent wanton 
and licentious libels, and to make the pranter oſtenſible in 
a court of juſtice, 

Went through the bill without 3 5 0 

Report received and agreed do, =m ordered to be odd 
a third time to-morrow. 


Pv CAL: Bit... 


. the motion of his Grace the Duke Leinfer, | that 
the bill be now read a third time, the Earl of Tyrone, 
with great ability ſupported the motion, as did Lord Cu- 
rysfort; which was oppoſed by the Earl of Dregledu and 
Lord | Farnham, and ſome other Peers, but upon the 
motion being written, viz. that this bin de read = third 
time by tire Lord Chancellor, and read to the Houſe, and 
aſked if that was the motion, it was reed ts, a . A 
diviſion the numbers were equal, 2 a 

N Chien 2 2s 10 

Not contents —— 26 * 


Aſter the diviſion, ſome of the noble: Peers conceived 
the motion to have been improperly put, upon which the 


Lord Chancellor, with a firmneſs and honeſty ſtood up, 
and ſaid, he was exceedingly concerned that any noble 
Peer ſhould have ſuppoſed he would miſtate any motion 
that might be before the Houſe; he conceived the mo- 
tion to be as he had written it, which he read over a ſe- 
cond time before he put it, and no objection was made by 
any noble Peer. Sooner than he would put any motion in 
an improper manner, he declared he would have his right 
arm cut off. 

Earl Tyrone declared the motion had not been put in 
the manner he conceived it onght ; for the motion put 
was ſubſequent to what the noble Peer (Duke of Leinſter) 
had made, and as that was admitting the firſt motion, the 
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noble Peer's was admitted. Upon this principle his Lord- 
ſhip argued with great ingenuity, which was replied to 
by the 

" Archbiſhop of Caſhell,—l ſ peak to cody my Lands the 
motion being put, and a diviſion on it, entirely diſpoſes 
of the queſtion, I declare I think we are at preſent to- 
tally out of order; we have no queſtion before us, it 4s 
diſpoſed of; if we reſume a queſtion, after there is a di- 
viſion on it, it is acting entirely out of parliamentary or- 
der, which I do think of infinitely more conſequence than 
the bill now before your Lordſhips; for argument ſake, 
my Lords, I will ſuppoſe a caſe, that if your Lordſhips 
left ſuch a precedent upon the face of your journals, your 
Lordſhips anceſtors might rue itz, for if a miniſter was to 
govern this country, who was unfavourable ta its liberty, 
and to find this precedent before — * n —— it * 
feat you. 


Adjourned till to-morrow. | e 


— — 


1 N 4 
FID Ax, ArRIL 16, 1784. 


75 
The order of the day being called and read. far: going 
into the college phyſical ſchool bill, the clauſe for leaving 
the profeſſorſhips at large and open to men of all perſua- 
fions, was argued to be contrary to the charter, the laws 
now in force, and the will of the donor. A motion was 
made for poſtponing the third reading of the bill to the 
firſt of September next, in order that another bill NF 
be framed, ſo as to meet with unanimity. 


Contents, 20 Non- contents 20 
Proxies, 6 Proxies, n ai ob 
; — i. | 110 nba! 71. 
26 7 eG! 1s 


After ſome further debate, the queſtion was put for the 
third reading of the bill, as above, by which, and the 
rule in ſuch caſes, the hill is loſt for the preſent. 


All the orders of the day not nr "os yy were 4 
jour ned till to-morrow. ; 


118 PARLIAMENTARY 


Lord Carysfert called their Lordſhip's' attention to a 
committee that are to meet to- morrow at one o'clock, on 
a principle of humanity; that is to conſider of a petition 
preſented yeſterday from a number of the ' priſoners in 
the Four-courts Marſhalſea, complaining of a monopoly 
and partial ſetting of the lodging rooms therein, which was 
buik at the public | expence; ſome having five or fix 
rooms, ſome of them occupied by dogs, pigs, and fowl, 
and others for their whores, ſome five or four, and fone 
three, as the marſhal gets a very extravagant price from 
people. there conſined, who are able to pay the ſame, or 
give what is called out ſecurity, while other unfortunate 
priſoners" are totally unaccommodated, though willing to 
pay a reaſonahle price ſor lodging, which they cannot 
abtain, though they have a right, as the jail and an ele- 
gant houſe: for the marſhal were built at the public charge, 
with a large ſalary and great emoluments of office to the 
2mount of 20001. a year and upwards; by which means 
they are crowded into a cold and damp place called the 


common hall, to the denger of- their lives and limbs, 


with other matters of grievance. 


James Dexter, Eſq; the marſhal, was ordered to attend 
the committee. 


| Adjourned = to-morrow. 


SarurDar, Avnii 17, 1784. 


The following bills were read a third time, and agreed 


to, VI7.. 

The bill for appropriating * diſtribution of the ſum of 
15,000). in premiums for woollen and wool mixt manu- 
faQtuce, cotton, and cotton mixt manufaQure, kentings, 
and lawns, &c. 

The bill for rendering 3 entruſted with 
ſums of money granted for public uſes, liable to account 
ſor the ſame. 

The bill for better ſecuring the liberty of the preſs; 
and ſome private bills. 
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His Grace the Archbiſhop of Caſbel having diſtincly 
ſtated the riſe and gradual progreſs of intereſt in dif- 
ferent parts of Europe, and laſtly in the dominions of 
Great Britain, preſented a bill admitting the legality of 
receiving intereſt at a certain rate. 

Lord Carhampton, not immediately conceiving the ten- 
dency of the bill, required an explanation; upon which 
his Grace having fatisfied the Houſe that the purport 
of the bill was only to do away ſome ſcruples in point of 
the rate of intereſt, and allowing that “ it has been, and 
may be lawful to receive fix per cent.” Lord Carha 
ton ſaid, that as it was a bill of diſpenſation, he had no 
further objection thereto,—The bill was read a firſt time 
without any oppoſition. 


Corry was examined at the bar, relative to 
the ſervice of an order of the Houſe on Lord Strangford: 
'The ſervice being proved, the further conſideration of that 
point was deferred to Monday. 


Houſe in a committee Lord, Carysfort in the Chair. 

— Sparling was examined relative to the treatment 
of the priſoners confined in the Four-courts Marſhalſea: 
He ſaid, that the rooms were very unequally divided; that 
through partiality, ſome were indulged with two or more 
rooms, while others, who could not afford paying certain 
rents, were crouded to the number of ten or twelve into 
one apartment. 

Mrs. Bradburn, in very good language, confirmed what 
Sparling had ſaid, relative to the diſtribution of the rooms, 
and in a conſiſtent courſe of evidence, that ſeemed to 
meet the approbation of every one preſent, added ſome 
other fats, which tended to ſhew the neceſſity of refor- 
mation in the Marſhalſea. 

Mrs. Stockdale was next examined, and deſpoſed that 
a young gentleman, who had been ſo unfortunate as to 
be commited to the Marſhalſea, had taken a fever, which 
through want of proper accommodation had fallen on his 
lungs. She then gave a pathetic account of the calamity 
of her huſband, who had been confined four years for a debt 
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he had contracted formerly in the wine-buſineſs, He could 
have gotten out by the benefit of an act of the laſt ſeſſion, 
had he but one guinea, to employ an attorney to ſerve 
notices on his creditors. She added, that ſhe and her 
huſband had lived for ſome time on the ſale of her cloaths, 
and that her huſband was now in ſuch a wretched ſtate of 
nakedneſs, that were the doors thrown open to him, he 
would be aſhamed to come into public | 

Mrs.. Freeman depoſed that her huſband had been bred 
an attorney, and was a conſiderable time in priſon. She 
was then aſked many of the queſtions propoſed to Mrs. 
| Bradburn, whoſe teſtimony ſhe corroborated. 
The committee adjourned. 


— (—⅛—ẽ—ẽẽ—— 


MonDaAY, ArRIT 19, 1784. 


The Houſe in a committee on the petition of the pri- 
ſoners in the Four- courts Marſhalſea. | 

Examined Counſellor Trant on the part of the petition. 

Adjourned the committee till Wedneſday next. 


Read a ſecond time the paving bill. A motion being 
made for commiting it, . 

His Grace the Dube of Leinſter oppoſed the bill, on 
the whole principles of it. He then moved, that it ſhould 
be commited for the firſt of September next. 

A debate enſued thereon, as there was a full oppor- 
tunity of diſcuſſing the. bill in the committee. 

A diviſion enſued on the queſtion of commitment for 
the firſt of September. 

Contents — — 9 

Not- contents, — — 18 

The Houſe in a committee on the bill, Lord Ranelagh 
in the chair. 

On the reading of the firſt clauſe, appointing directors, 
his Grace oppoſed it on the ground that though the gentle- 
men were very worthy and reſpeQable characters, yet they 
were not properly eligible to the office, as they generally 
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reſided nine months in the country, and that the very 
opportune time when the ſtreets ought to be repaired. 

It was ſupported on nearly the ſame ground by the 
Lords Carhampton and Mountgarret, and the Bifhop of 
Clenfert. | 

The clauſe was ſupported by the Archbiſhop of Caſhel, 
and the Earl of Drogheda. 

The Duke of Leinſter moved an amendment, that the 
Lord Mayor and Board of Aldermen ſhould chuſe two 


directors out of their own body, annually: On the queſtion 
being put, 


Contents, — — 9 
Not-contents, — — 16 
Adjourned. 
— —— 


WEDNESDAY, APRIL 21, 1784. 


A meſſage from the Commons, that they had agreed to 
the impropriate living bill, impowering Archbiſhops to 
encreaſe ſuch livings by uniting them ſo as not to exceed 
100). per year; with ſeveral other bills, 


Read a third time and paſſed the bill to exclude 
Lord Strangford from ſitting and voting either by himſelf 
or proxy, or on the trial of any peer in this or any fu- 
ture Parliament; ordered to the Commons, together with 
his letter, as the ground for the bill. 


Lord Carysfort moved, that the ſtate of the evidence 
relative to;the conduct of the Marſhal of the Four-courts be 
printed. Ordered. 


The Honſe in a committee on the priſoners of the 
Four-court Marſhalſea petition. 
Adjourned 


R 


i 
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 Monvar, APRIL 26, 1784. 


Sir Samuel Bradſtreet, one of the Juſtices of the Court 
of King's Bench, came in by writ of Summons, took the 
uſual oaths and his ſeat, as one of the Judges. 


A meſſage from the Commons by Mr. Holmes and the 
Hon. Mr. Anneſly, that they had paſſed an engroſſed 
bill for a weekly allowance for perſons confined in goal 
at the ſuit of their creditors, and requeſting their Lord- 
ſhips concurence ; and alſo with a bill ſent up by their 
Lordſhips for diſabling Lord Strangford from voting either 
by himſelf or proxy in this or any future parliament, 
which they had agreed to, with amendments. Another 
meſſage from the ſame, by Sir Henry Hartſtonge, that 
they had agreed to the bill ſent up by their Lordſhips, 


for continuing feveral temporary ſtatutes near expiring, 
with amendments. 


Read the firſt time, and ordered to be read a ſecond 
. time to-morrow, the bill for an allowance to perſons con- 
fined at the ſuit of their creditors. 


Adjourned the conſideration of an application relating 
to Mr. Bolton's private bill till Wedneſday next. 


Poſtponed the further conſideration of the cauſe of 
Cox and Gay, till Friday next. 


Poſtponed the hearing of the cauſe of Lord Doneraile, 
and alſo the cauſe of Conner and Charters, till Friday 


next. 


Three witneſſes were ſworn to give evidence on the 
complaint and petition of the priſoners confined in the 
Four-courts Marſhalſea relative to the conduct thereof. 

Adjourned 'till Wedneſday. 


— — —  — 


— ä 


WzpxesDaAY, APRIL 28, 1784. 
The Houſe in a committee on the conduct of the Four- 


courts Marſhalſea, Lord Carysfort in the chair. 
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Heard and vloſed the evidence on the part of the com- 
plaint. Adjourned the committee till Monday next. 


The Ilouſe reſumed. | | 

Referred the application in the caſe of Mr. Bolton's 
private bill to a ſele& committee, in order that they might 
receive the probat of a will as evidence, being the beſt 
proof in the nature and circumſtances of the caſe of the 
orignal that could at preſent be laid before them, in order 
that they might proceed according to juſtice, and the 
uſages and cuſtom of Parliament; and that the report 
of the committee ſhould be laid before the Judges, together 
with their report, for their further conſideration. 


The Houſe in a committee, purſuant to order, on the 
bill ſent up by the Commons for a weekly allowance from 
creditors to debtors confined at their ſuit, Lord Ranelagh 
in the chair. 

Read the bill through. 

The Lord Chancellor applauded the humane intention 
of the bill, and alſo of the Honourable Framer ; but it was 
drawn in a hurry; it was of a nature that required con- 
ſideration, and as it now ſtood it was imperſe& in man 
inſtances; and though the principles of the bill aroſe 
from humanity, which he much approved, yet he feared 
it could not be carried into execution this ſeſſion for want 
of time, and if it could, yet the bill in its preſent ſtate 
would not anſwer the end for which it was intended, as 
he feared it would rather injure than ſerve the common 
people, by deſtroying that credit for ſmall ſums ſo eſſentially 
neceſſary, not only for their accommodation but preſer- 
vation, as it would tend to the deſtruction of that mutual 
confidence and credit ſo neceſſary in all caſes of trade 
between man and man, and eſpecially among the com- 
mon people. | 

Lord Carysfort and the Biſhop of Clayne were of the 
ſame opinion; and that it would particularly injure the 
lower orders of the people in the North, and the ſuitors in 
civil bills. | 
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The queſtion being put for reading of the bill paragraph 
by paragraph, the firſt paragraph being read, it was ne- 
gatived. 

The Lord Chancellor ſaid, though he wiſhed a bill of 
the ſame tendency to paſs, yet he thought if they were 
to amend the preſent it would not anſwer, nor probably 
be paſſed into a law this ſeſſion, as the Commons were 
not now fitting; and therefore he would conſider of the 
matter, and at preſent was of opinion, that it would be 
proper for their Lordſhips to deſire the Judges to prepare 
a proper and effectual bill for the purpoſe. He then 
moved, that ſame progreſs be reported, and that the com- 
mittee on the bill ſit thereon this day fortnight: which 
was ordered accordingly. 

Adjourned. | 


— — . — 


Friar, ArRIL 30, 1784. 


Heard council in the cauſe in appeal from the court of 
Chancery, Lord Doneraile againſt Charters, and the 
contrary. | | 

Adjourned the further hearing till to-morrow ; to which 
ame the further conſideration of the cauſe of Cox and 
Gay is poſtponed. | 

Adjourned *til]to-morrow, 


— 


SATURDAY, Mar 1, 1784. 


Heard Counſellor Duquerry on the part of the appellant, 
in the cauſe of Lord Doneraile in appeal againſt Charters; 
and Mr. Wolfe, one of the counſel for the reſpondent. 

Adjourned the further hearing till Monday. 


The Lord Chancelly propoſed a queſtion for the opinion 
of the Judges in the cauſe of Cox and Gay, which was 
unanimouſly agreed to; as did the Archbiſhop of Caſhel 
another, which was alſo unanimouſly agreed to. 
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Lord Doneraile in appeal againſt Charters, and the 
contrary. 

Heard Counſellor Curran for the reſpondent, and the 
Solicitor General in reply, for the appellant. 

Aſfirmed the decree of the Court of Chancery. 

The Houſe adjourned till to-morrow. 


TuxsDar, Mar 4, 1784. 


The Houſe in a committee on the conduct of the Four- 
courts Marſhalſea, Lord Carysfort in the chair. 

Heard evidence on the part of the Marſhalſea. 

Adjourned till to-morrow. 


The Houſe reſumed. 

Conner in appeal againſt Brown, from a decree of the 
Court of Exchequer. 

Adjourned the further hearing till to-morrow, to which 
time the Houſe adjourned. 


WrDRES DAT, Mar 5, 1784. 


Cloſed the evidence in the committee on the conduct of 
the Marſhal of the Four-courts Marſhalſea, Lord Carysfort 
in the chair. 

Came to ſeveral reſolutions relative to the future con- 
duct of that jail, which the Marſhal has promiſed to com- 
ply with. 

To be reported to-morrow, 


The Houſe then proceeded to hear the counſel for the 
appellant in the cauſe of Conner in appeal againſt Brown. 
Affirmed the decree of the Court of Exchequer, (with- 
out hearing the counſel for the reſpondent, as it was judged 
unneceſſary from the ſtate of the caſe) with 60/. coſts. 
Adjourned till to morrow. 
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TruRsDaAyY, Mar 6, 1784. 


Lord Carysfort reported from the committee on the con- 
duct of the Four-courts Marſhalſea. 

Ordered to be received and read. 

On the reading of the firſt reſolution, that by crouding 


ſo many priſoners in the common . halls, it was dangerous 
to their health. 


Lord Carysfart obſerved, that the Houſe was thin, and 
as it was a buſineſs of ſome moment, he moved to ad- 
journ the conſideration of the report to Monday next, or 


whatever day the — ſhould meet. 
Ordere t. 


The Judges not — anſwered the queſtions put to 
them in the cauſe of Cox and Gay, the ſame ſtands over 


for the giving of judgment till the next meeting of the 
uſe. 
Adjourned. 


a — — — 


MoxpAx, Mar 10, 1784. 


The Lord Chancellor - acquainted the Houſe, that the 
Judges were ready to give their opinion on the queſtions 
propoſed to them by the Houſe, in the cauſe of Cox and 
Gay. Ordered to be received to- morrow, and the further 
conſideration of the cauſe adjourned to that time, there 
being no buſineſs before the Houſe. 

Adjourned till to-morrow. 


TuzsDaY, Mar 11, 1784. 


Lord Longford moved for an addreſs to the Lord Lieu- 
tenant, for his wiſe, juſt, and prudent adminiſtration, 
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Lord Mountgarret ſaid, he wiſhed not individually to 
object to any cuſtomary complimentary reſpect to the 
preſent adminiſtration ; perhaps they were as deſerving as 
any of their predeceſſors; for the greateſt and moſt vir- 
tuous characters in our ſiſter kingdom, when appointed to 
the government of this kingdom, "appeared as inimical to 
the conſtitutional or commercial 1ntereſts of this devoted 
land, as the moſt abandoned and profligate. He oppoſed 
not this adminiſtration, or that adminiſtration, for all were 
under the ſame Engliſh influence, and conſequently ſub- 
verſive of our intereſts, when it militated in the ſmalleſt 
againſt that of our monopolizing ſiſter, TWO paragraphs 
of the addreſs he would, therefore, with deference op- 
poſe: Firſt, that which ſet forth an entire ſatisfaction at 
what had been done to promote the commercial intereſts 
of this country; the other, expreſſive of our gratitude for 
every poſſible encouragement given to agriculture. The 
recent rejection of protecting duties juſhfied| him in the 
one, while the late deſtructive corn bill, particularly with- 
drawing the bounty on the land-carriage, ſupported the 
oppoſition to the other. He beſeeched their Lordſhips to 
maturely conſider the wretched ſituation of our manufac- 
tures. The general non-conſumption and non-importa- 
tion agreement, the moſt wiſe and conſtitutional mode 
yet adopted by the people, (and he hoped no unconſtitu- 
tional one ſhould ever be attempted by the people) met 
his warmeſt approbation; but as the ſtability of that re- 
ſolution could not always be depended on, and might in 
time be injured by #deviation of public opinion, he entreat- 
ed their Lordſhips would timerouſly conſider the preſent. 
calamitous ſtate of our manufaQtures, and ſtretch out the 
hoſpital hand of relief. To encourage home-conſumption 
ſeemed to him the firſt eſſential mode of preſervation ; 
for, it was evident to demonſtration, our manufaQtures 
could not now pretend to cope with thoſe of England at 
a foreign market, laying reſtrictions afide; the capital of 
the Engliſh merchant enabling him, . beſides long credits, 
&c. ſo far to underſell that of the Iriſh merchant, even at 
his own door. It was on theſe juſt and liberal principles 


his Lordſhip oppoſed the paſſages alluded to in the ad- 
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dreſs; which were delivered in ſuch affecting ſtrains of 
truth, as added luſtre to nobility, and humanity to the 
man.—The addreſs meeting with no other oppoſition, 
Paſſed. 4 


Adjourned till to-morrow. 


WroN Es DAT, Mar 12, 1784. 


Lord Langford reported the addreſs to the Lord Lieu- 
tenant. 2 

Lord Mauntgarret declared his diſapprobation of the ad- 
dreſs, on reading of the firſt paragraph, as many things in- 
jurous to the trade and policy of the country had paſſed 
in the preſent adminiſtration ; and if he found by the rules 
of Parliament he could, he would proteſt againſt the ad- 
na. | * 

Lord Mornington declared, and reiterated what he had 
ſaid on a former occaſion, that he was well aſſured every 
proper regulation would take-place relative to commerce, 
diveſted of Engliſh and Iriſh prejudices, ſo that a proper 
commercial agreement would be ſubſtantiated between the 
two ſiſter countries, and no jealouſy left remaining. 

Agreed to the addreſs; to be preſented to-morrow. 


A writ of error was brought in the cauſe of Lord Car- 


hampton in error againſt Jones, leſſee of Lyſter.— Ad- 
journed till to-morrow. 


The following proteſt was entered on the Journals : 


Diſſentient, 


Becauſe I conceive myſelf bound in duty to this Houſe 
and to my country, to diſſent from an addreſs of thanks 
to a chief governor, under whoſe adminiſtration the pro- 
tection and encouragement of our manuſactures, the ſole 
and only poſſible redreſs of the grievances of Ireland, have 
been refuſed. As for the promiſſary adjuſtment with which 
we are flattered in this addreſs, it is as evident, as the real 
neceſſities of this kingdom, that no further regulation nor 
amicable adjuſtment can poſſibly be deviſed at preſent, or 
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in future, ta relieve thoſe neceſſities, but the complete 
protection of its manufaQtures. The evil is palpable and 
inſtant; the remedy is equally palpable, and I cannot ſee 
why it ſhould be deferred; unleſs the poſſeſſion of the 
home conſumption is in the firſt inſtance ſecured to our 
manufactures, they cannot he improved or extended to 
ſuch a degree of cheapneſs and perfection as to enable 
Ireland to meet the manufactures of England, or thoſe of 
other countries, in foreign markets, ſuppoſing Ireland to 
be in poſſeſſion of foreign markets upon equal terms, 
which 1 do not admit ſhe is. While the Engliſh, by 
means of ſuperior expertneſs and great capitals, which 
enable them to give long credit, underſell us (though at 
a diſadvantage of 15 per cent. in many inſtances) at our 
own doors, and while they go abroad as little incumber- 
ed by duties, and as much encouraged by bounties as we 
can, with the addition of extenſive and old eſtabliſhed 
correſpondencies, our foreign proſpects of trade muſt be 
as ideal and nugatory as our domeſtic. Beſides no coun- 
try can carry on a foreign trade with advantage, except 
on the ground of certain ſtipulations, aſcertained by trea- 
ties, and I know of no treaties now ſubſiſting, or in con- 
templation, whereby the commercial intereſts of Ireland, 
conſidered as an independent nation, are provided for. 
We are, perhaps, at liberty to trade with all the world 
if we are ſatisfied to do ſo with the balance in every in- 
ſtance againſt us. Were England even to employ her 
authority, bona fide, to procure admiſſion for our manu- 
faQtures to foreign markets, upon equal terms with her 
own, (which ſeems to be the ſtrongeſt line of adjuſtment, 
except protecting duties, that can be alluded to in this 
addreſs) I am till of opinion, for the reaſons herein ſtated, 
it would be no ſervice to us, unprepared as we are, to 
avail ourſelves of ſuch interpoſition. 


(Signed) 


MouNTGARRETT. 
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 TnurRsDaY, Mar 13, 1784. 


The Houſe went up to the Caſtle with the Addreſs ; 
which is as follows: i 


To his Grace, CuARLES, Duke of RuTLanD, Lord 
Lieutenant General and General Governor of Ireland. 


The humble Addreſs of the Lords Spiritual and Temporal, 
in Parliament aſſembled. 4 I. ; 
May it pleaſe your Grace, | 


WE his Majeſty's moſt dutiful and loyal ſubjeQs, the 
Lords ſpiritual and temporal, in parliament aſſembled, 
beg leave, before the concluſion of the ſeſſion, to declare 
our entire ſatisfaction in the early proofs which your 
Grace's adminiſtration has manifeſted of firmneſs and wiſ- 
dom. And that the uninterrupted conſiſtency of meaſures 
through the whole courſe of public proceedings, confirms 
us in a well-founded conviction, that your Grace's mind 
is greatly ſuperior to every partial influence or prejudice, 
and entirely devoted to the public welfare. 

The acts of this ſeſſion bear the ſtrongeſt teſtimony to 
the warmth with which each branch of the legiſlature has 
been intereſted in the proſperity of this kingdom. The 
prevention of future ſcarcity, the extention of agriculture, 
the ſecurity of private property, the increaſe of public cre- 
dit, the improvement of the metropolis, the encourage- 
ment of trade and manufactures have been the principal 
objects of parliamentary atiention and liberality. 

If the real neceſſities of this kingdom ſhall require ſome 
further regulations, we feel the utmoſt confidence in your 
Grace's repreſentations for procuring a fair and amicable 
adjuſtment. Cautious of hazarding any immature or 
haſty. meaſures, we look for the final proſperity of Ire- 
land in a cordial union and co-operation of intereſts with 
our ſiſter kingdom, which can alone be effected by a 


mutual intercourſe of temperate management and de- 
liberate generoſity. | 
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We have endeavoured with unanimous zeal to prevent 
the growth of licentiouſneſs and ſedition, not only as 
miſchievous to the morals of the people, but as fatal to 
true liberty. We have decidedly teſtified our ſatisfaction 
in the enjoyment of our excellent conſtitution, and have 
repreſented with energy our unfeigned attachment to his 
Majeſty's royal perſon and government. 

It is therefore our ardent wiſh that his Majeſty may long 
continue your Grace in the government of Ireland, as 
we are perſuaded that under the auſpices of a Chief Gover- 
nor inheriting thoſe virtues which for ages have diſtin- 
guiſhed a ſucceſſion of illuſtrious anceſtors, our zealous 
ſervices will be juſtly repreſented and favourably ap- 
proved. 

— ILLIAM Warrs 3 Cler. Parliament. 
DWARD GaAYER, 


To which Addreſs his Grace was pleaſed to give the 
following Anſwer ; 


My Lords, 


I return you my cordial thanks for your moſt obliging 
Addreſs. 'To deſerve the continuance of that eſteem 
with which I have been ſo early honoured, will be the 
conſtant object of my attention: You do me juſtice in 
believing that I ſhall faithfully repreſent your ſervices to 
our Sovereign, and I am perſuaded it will afford me 
the pleaſing taſk of conveying to you his gracious ap- 
probation. 


— — — — 


FRI DAT, MAx 14, 1784. 


The Biſhop of Killala took the uſual oaths and his ſeat 
on his promotion to the biſhoprick of Limerick. 


The Lord Chancellor moved, that the Judges do prepare 
2 proper and effectual bill to compel creditors to make 
8 2 
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an allowance to debtors confined at their ſuit, for debts 
above 40s. and not exceeding 100l. 
, Agreed to unanimouſly. 


Lord Clanbraſſil moved, that ſuch Lords, and members 
of the other Houſe, as were not already furniſhed with the 
Journals of both, ſhould be furniſhed. 

| Ordered accordingly. 


His Grace the Lord Lieutenant came to the Houſe in 
the uſual ſtate, and gave the royal aſſent to the following 
bills: 

„„ 


1. An a& for eſtabliſhing a poſt - office within this king- 
dom. 
2. An act for granting to his Majeſty, his heirs and 
ſucceſſors, a further additional duty on imported hops, 
and other duties therein mentioned. 

3. An act for regulating the corn trade, promoting agri- 
culture, and providing a regular and ſteady ſupply of 
corn in this kingdom, and for granting to his Majeſty, 
his heirs and ſucceſſors, the duties therein mentioned. 

4. An a@ for licenſing hawkers and pedlars, and for 
the encouragement of Engliſh proteftant ſchools. 

5. An act for continuing and amending an act paſſed 
in the twenty-ſecond year of his prefent Majeſty's reign, 
intitled an act for the improvement of the city of Dublin, 
by making wide and convenient paſſages through the ſame, 
and for regulating the coal trade thereof, and for other 
purpoſes. | 

6. An a& for veſting the lands of Knockroe, and other 
lands in the county. of Waterford, in his Majeſty, his 
heirs and ſucceſſors, to the uſes therein expreſſed, and 
for other purpoſes. | 

7. An act for continuing an act, intitled an act for 
facilitating the trade and intercourſe between this king- 
dom and the United States of America, and for ſurther- 
ing the ſaid trade and intercourſe. 5 

g. An act for diſcharging certain arrears of quit, crown, 
and compoſition rents which have been growing due for 
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for twenty years laſt paſt, on the terms and in the manner 
therein mentioned. 

g. An act for the erecting and building of a new and 
convenient goal and marſhalſea in the citv of Limerick, 
for the county and county of the city of Limerick, and 
to enable certain truſtees or commiſſioners therein named, 
to purchaſe- ground whereon to erect and build the 
ſame. 

10. An act to explain an act paſſed in the eleventh 
and twelfth years of his preſent Majeſty, . intitled an a& 
for badging ſuch poor as ſhall be found unable to ſupport 
themſelves by labour, and otherwiſe providing for them, 
and for reſtraining ſuch as ſhall be found able to ſupport 
themſelves by labour or induſtry from begging, and to 
extend the proviſions thereof. 

1t. An act for extending the proviſions of an act 
paſſed in this kingdom in the nineteenth and twentieth 
years of his Majeſty's reign, intitled an act for naturaliz- 
ing ſuch foreign merchants, traders, artificers, artizans, 
manufacturers, workmen, ſeamen, farmers and others as 
ſhall ſettle in this kingdom. 

12. An act for regulating the police of the city of 
Waterford. 

13. An act for the amendment of the law in relation 
to the ſalvage of ſhips and goods ſtranded, or in danger 
of periſhing at ſea. 

14. An act for continuing and amending ſeveral laws 
relating to his Majeſty's revenue, and for the more ef- 
fectually preventing frauds therein. 

15. An act for the apportionment and more eaſy recovery 
of rents in certain caſes. 

16. An act for more effeQually puniſhing ſuch perſons 
as ſhall by violence obſtruct the freedom of corn markets 
and the corn trade, or who ſhall be guilty of other offences 
therein mentioned, and for making ſatisfaction to the 
parties injured. 

19. An act for aſcertaining the qualification of ſuch 
perſons as ſhall take out commiſſions of the peace for 
counties at large, 
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18. An aQ for regulating the import of cinnamon, 
cloves, mace and nutmegs, and for the better collecting 
the duties thereon, 

19. An act to prevent the pernicious practice of erect- 
. Ing glaſs houſes within the city of Dublin, or within a 
certain diſtance thereof. 

20. An act to amend the laws for the encouragement 
of planting timber trees. 

21. An act for the relief of priſoners charged with 
felony or other crimes, who ſhall be acquitted or diſcharged 
by proclamation, reſpecting their fees, and giving a re- 
compence for ſuch fees. 

22. An act for the protection and improvement of the 
inland fiſheries of this kingdom. 

23. An act for relief of the creditors of John Tunna- 
dine, Eſq; late one of the Maſters of the High Court of 
Chancery in Ireland, and for veſting the eſtates real and 
perſonal of the ſaid John Tunnadine, in commiſſioners 
and aſſignees, for the payment of his ſaid creditors. 

24. An act to further amend and explain an act made 
in the twelfth year of his preſent Majeſty's reign, intitled 
an act for the making of narrow roads through the 
mountainous unimproved parts of this kingdom; and alſo 
an act made in the ſeventeenth and eighteenth years of 
his preſent Majeſty's reign, intitled an act to amend an 
act paſſed in the thirteenth and fourteenth years of his 
preſent Majeſty's reign, intitled an ac for amending the 
public roads, 

25. An act to regulate the aſſay of gold, and promote 
the manufacture of gold and filver wares in this king- 
dom. 

26. An act for the more effeQually amending and re- 
Pairing the road leading from the town of Dundalk, in 
the county of Louth, to Bannbridge, in the county of 
Down, and for the better ſecuring the debts which are 
now due to the creditors of the ſaid road. 

27. An att for further promoting the linen and hempen 
manyfaCtures, 

28. An act for indemnifying ſuch perſon or perſons as 
have aQted for the ſervice of the public, in adviſing or 


carrying into execution a proclamation of the Lord Lieu- 
tenant and Privy Council of this kingdom, bearing date 
the 27th day of January, 1784. 

29. An act for the more effectual diſcovery and pro- 
ſecution of offenders called houghers, and for the ſupport 
and maintenance of ſoldiers and others houghed, maimed, 
and diſabled by ſuch offenders. 

30. An ac for the buying and ſelling of malt by mea- 
ſure, and for the more effectually preventing frauds com- 
mitted in the buying, ſelling and delivery thereof. 

31. An act for altering, amending and rendering more 
effectual the laws now in being for regulating and ma- 
naging the public goals and priſons throughout this king- 
dom. | 

32. An ac for the more eaſy diſcovery and effeQual 
puniſhment of buyers and receivers of ſtolen goods. 

33. An act for more effectually preventing the coun- 
terfeiting of the current coin of this kingdom, and the 
uttering or paying of falſe or counterfeit coin, 

34. An act for making appropriate pariſhes belonging 
to arckbiſhops and biſhops perpetual cures, and the bet- 
ter to enable ſuch archbiſhops and biſhops to endow and 
augment the endowments of vicarages and curacies to 
them reſpectively appropriate, and to render more effec- 
tual the ſeveral acts now in force to enable the clergy, 
having cure of ſouls, to reſide upon their reſpective be- 
nefices, and to build on their reſpective glebe lands. 

35. An act for better ſecuring the monies and effects 
of ſuitors of the Court of Chancery and the Court of Ex- 
chequer, by depoſiting the ſame in the National Bank, 
and to prevent the forging and counterfeiting any draft, 
order or other voucher, for the payment or delivery of 
ſuch money or effects, and for other purpoſes. _ 

36. An act for the more effectually paving, cleanſing 
and lighting of the ſtreets of the city of Dublin, and 
other places therein mentioned, and for making ſewers and 
erecting fountains and conduits in the ſaid city for the 
uſe of the poor, and for other purpoſes therein mentioned, 

37. An act to continue an act paſſed in the eleventh 
and twelfth years of the reign of his preſent Majeſty, in. 
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titled an act for the further preventing delays of juſtice by 
reaſon of ptivilege of Parliament. : 

38. An act for the due accounting for all money 
granted for public works, charities, and hoſpitals therein 
mentioned, and for the ordering a regular aceount in future 
of all monies entruſted to the corporation for carrying on 
the inland navigation, the truſtees of the linen manufacture, 
the Dublin ſociety, the corporation for paving the ſtreets 
of Dublin, and for other purpoſes therein mentioned. 

39. An act for directing the application of the ſum of 
fiſteen thouſand pounds, granted by an act paſſed this 
ſeſſion of parliament, for the purpoſe of paying bounties 
on the ſale of the following manufaQures of this king- 
dom; that is to ſay, the manufactures of wool, of wool 
mixed, of cotton, of cotton mixed, thread kentings, and 
manufactures of iron or copper. 

40. An act to ſecure the liberty of the preſs, by pre- 
venting the abuſes ariſing from the publication of traite- 
tous, ſeditious, falſe and flanderous libels by perſons un- 
known. 

41. An a for diſabling Philip, Lord Viſcount Strang- 
ford, from fitting in Parliament, or making any proxy 
therein; and alio from fitting and voting on the trial of 

any Peer. | 


42. An a@ for reviving and continuing temporary ſta- 
tutes. 

43. An act to remove doubts and ſeruples with reſpect 
to the conſtruction of an act paſſed in this kingdom in 
the fifth year of his late Majeſty King George the Second, 


intitled an act for reducing the intereſt of money to ſix 
per cent. 


- 


PRIVATE BILLS. 


44. An act for veſting certain lands and premiſſes there- 
in mentioned, part of the eſtate of the Right Honour- 
able Thomas, Earl of Louth, in truſtees, for raiſing a 
ſum, not exceeding ſix thouſand pounds, by ſale or mort- 
gage of a competent part thereof, to be applied to the 
purpoſes therein mentioned. 
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45. An act enabling the Right Honourable John Joſhua, 
Lord Carysfort, Baron of Carysfort, to make long leaſes 
of his eſtate in the county of Dublin, and part of his 
eſtate in the county of Wicklow. 

46. An act to explain and amend an act paſſed in this 
kingdom in the twentieth year of his preſeat Majeſty's 
reign, intitled an act for veſting in truſtees certain lands 
and tenements, the eſtate of Francis Mathew, of Tho- 
maſtown, in the county of Tipperary, in the kingdom 
of Ireland, Eſq; for the purpoſe of raiſing a ſufficient ſum 
of money for payment of the debts affecting the ſame, 
and for other purpoſes in ſaid a& mentioned; and alſo 
to enable the ſaid Francis Mathew, ſince created Lord 
Baron of Landaff, of Thomaſtown, in the kingdom of 
Ireland, to ſettle a jointure or jointures upon any woman 
or women with whom he ſhall or may intermarry. _ . 

47. An act to enable the Honourable William, Weſle 
Pole, and the ſeveral other perſons in remainder under 
the will and codicils of William Pole, Eſq; deceaſed, to 
ſettle jointures, and for other purpoſes, ; 

48. An act for veſting ſeveral towns, lands, tenements, 
and hereditaments, fituate in the counties of Wexford, 
Mayo and Sligo, the eſtate of the Honourable Richard 
Gore, in truſtees, in order that the ſame may be ſold 
for the payment of debts and incumbrances affecting the 
ſame, and for other purpoſes. 

49. An act for veſting certain lands, tenements and 
hereditaments in the Queen's County, formerly the eſtate 
of the Right Honourable Dudley Alexander Sidney Coſby, 
late Lord Sidney, of Leix, and Baron of Stradbally, de- 
ceaſed, in truſtees, for raiſing a ſum of money ſufficient 
to diſcharge the incumbrances affecting the ſame, and 
other purpoſes, and to enable the ſeveral perſons intitled 
thereto to make building leaſes of part thereof. : 

50. An act for veſting certain towns, lands, tenements 
and hereditaments, ſituate in the counties of Fermanagh 
and Longford, the eſtate of John Enery, of Bawnboy, in 
the cinty of Cavan, Eſq; in truſtees, in order that the 
fame, or a competent part thereof, may be ſold for the 
Payment of. debts and 3 affecting certain lands 
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ſituate in the county of Cavan, the eſtate of the ſaid John 

Enery, and for ſettling the ſaid lands in the county of 
Cavan, to the ſame uſes to which the ſaid eſtates in the 
ſaid counties of Fermanagh and Longford ay been ſet- 
tled, and for other purpoſes. 

51. An ac to enable the truſtees in the marriage ſet- 
tlement of Hamilton Gorges, of Kilbrew, in the county 
of Meath, Eſq; to convey the fee and inheritance, inſtead 

of the truſt-rerm of four hundred years, of and in cer- 
tain lands, the eſtate of the ſaid Hamilton Gorges, de- 
creed to be ſold by the Court of Chancery for payment 
of the ſeveral debts in the ſaid decree mentioned, and to 
enable the ſaid Hamilton Gorges to ſettle a jointure of 
four hundred - Pounds a year on any wife he may hereafter 
marry. 

52. An act for veſting certain lands in the King's 
County, part of the eſtate of Peter Holmes, of Johnſ- 
town, in the county of Tipperary, Eſq; in truſtees, to 
be ſold for the payment of debts affecting the ſame, and 
for appointing other lands to the ſame uſes to which the 
pr King's County eſtate had been ſettled. | 

53. An act for veſting lands and hereditaments in the 
county of Galway, part of the eſtate. of John Monck 
Maſon, of the city of Dublin, Eſq; in truſtees, for raiſ- 
ing money to pay and diſcharge: debts and incumbrances 
—_— the ſaid John Monck Maſon. 

54. An act for veſting in truſtees certain lands, tene- 
ments and-hereditaments in the kingdom of Ireland, the 
eſtate - of James Uniacke, of Mount-Uniacke, in the 
county of Cork, Eſq; for raiſing a ſufficient ſum of mo- 
. rope payment of the debts of the ſaid James Uni- 

oO An 26 for 2 certain jaws therein mention- 
ed, late the eſtate of Nicholas Arcedeckne, of Gortnamo- 
na, in the county of Galway, Eſq; deceaſed, in truſtees, 
fam Payment of debts and incumbtances recen the 

ame. 


56. An act for: exempliſying or inrolling” 0 laſt will 
and teſtament of Gilbert Donnellan, formerly of Cloghan, 


in the county of * and kingdom of Ireland, 
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but late of Mons, in French Flanders, Eſq; deceaſed, and 
making the ſarhe evidence both in law and equity, 


And then his Grace was pleaſed to make a Speech to 
both Houſes of Parliament, which is as follows: 


My Lords and Gentlemen, 


In addreſſing you for the firſt time in 3 at the 
cloſe of the ſeſſion, I embrace with pleaſure the occaſion 
which is afforded me of returning you my affectionate 
acknowledgments for the cordiality of my reception, 
and the early. aſſurances of your confidence. And I am 
at the ſame time highly gratified in being authorized to 
communicate to you the ſentiments of perfect ſatisfaction 


with which his en approves of your exertions for the 
public welfare. | 


Gentlemen of the Houſe if cue, 


I am happy in obeying his Majeſty's commands, to 
thank you for the chearſulneſs with which you have made 
proviſion for the exigencies and honor of his government. 
Let me aſſure you, on my part, chat the, readineſs with 
which you have, granted. ſupplies ſtimulates my utmoſt 
attention and, care, that they ſhall be managed wuh, oeco- 
, and applied with prudence. | 


_ My, Lords and Gentlemen, Us 
| You will have much ſatisfaction in reflecting that the 


various objects which, in conſequence of the acknow- 
ledged independence of the legiſlature, were recommend- 
ed for your deliberations, at the opening of this ſeſſion, 
have been diligently purſued and accompliſhed. 

Lou have wiſely given your ſanction to the extraordi- 
nary expedieuts which it has been neceſſary to employ in 
order to preſerye the kingdom from famine; and I feel 
great ſatisfaction in the proſpect that they will be pre- 
vented for the future, by the new and judicious arrange- 
ment of your corn laws, and the improved extenſion, of 
your n | 
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1 ſee with pleaſure the exertions of an humane and libe- 
ral principle, which has prompted you to give encourage- 
ment to the national induftry, by favourable regulations 
and well directed bounties. I have warmly at heart the 
advancement of your trade, and the ſucceſs of all your 
manuſactures, and I ſhall not fail either to conſider, or to 
repreſent thoſe inſtances whereof the peculiar circum- 
ſtances of the empire have hitherto prevented a full inveſ- 

5, "790. and which ſhall be found to reqvire'a further ad- 

ment. | | ſr DIPIONE Rott 

The uſeful regulations propoſed to be introduced into 
the collection and management of the revenue; the ſe- 
curity of private property, and extenfion of national 
credit, by depofiting in the bank of Treland the money 
of ſuitors in the Courts of Chancery and Exchequer; the 
plans for improving the metropolis, calculated not more 
for ornament and ſplendor, than for, haſt, and conve- 
nience; your unanimous determination to defen the free- 
dom of the conſtitution againſt the attacks of liceati- 
oufneſs; and your attention to the ſupport of charitable 
inſtitutions, are all unequivocal teſtimonies of your wiſ- 
dom, humanity and juſtice. 

1 have hot failed to convey to our Sovereign the ſatis- 
faction you have fo decidedly expreſſed in the bleſſings of 
that happy conſtitution. which you enjoy under his Ma- 
jeſty's auſpicious government. Senfible as you are of theſe 
eminent advantages, it can hardly be neceſſary for me to 
defire that you ſhould be attentive to impreſs them on the 
minds of others, over whom your ſuperiority of rank 
and information muſt and ought to give you a juſt and 
benevolent influence. | ; 

I have a ſure confidence, that during your refidence in 
your reſpective counties, you will ſeek to direct and en- 
courage the induſtry of your neighbourhood, in the pur- 
ſuits beſt adapted to their ſituations, and by which the 
community at large may be moſt effe benefited. 
You will point out to them the real reſources of a free 
and fertile country, under the bleflings of peace, and the 
mild protection of the laws; and you will not ſuffer miſ- 
apprehenſions to perplex, or falſe informations to miſguide 
them, | 
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It is my happineſs and pride to refle& that our united 
attention has been, and is directed to the ſame objeas, 
of maintaining and advancing the rights, the dignity, 
and the proſperity of Ireland, and the general intereſts of 
the empire. 


And then the Lord Chancellor declared that it was 
his Grace the Lord Lieutenant*s pleaſure that this parlia- 
ment be prorogued to "Tueſday the 29th Day of June 
next; and the Parliament was accordingly. prorogued to 
Tueſday the 29th day of June next. 


( 


THE 


LORDS or PARLIAMENT, 


A ND 


PEERS or 


IRELAND. 


—  — — 


Name. 


His Royal Highneſs, Wil- 
liam-Henry, 

His Royal Highneſs, Henry- 
Frederick, 


James Hewitt, 
Dr. Richard Robinſon, 


Dr. Robert Fowler, 
Dr. Charles Agar, 
Hon, Dr. Joſ. Dean Bourke, 


Wm. Robert Fitz-Gerald, 


Title. 
Earl of Conaught. 


Earl of Dublin, 


Lord CHANCELLOR. 
Viſc. Lifford, of Lifford. 


ARCHBISHOPS. 


Armagh, Primate of all Ire- 
land, and Baron Rokeby 
of Armagh. 


Dublin, Primate of Ireland. 
Caſhel, Primate of Munſter. 


Tuam, Primate of Conaught, 
and Biſhop of Ardagh. 


Duxkx. 


Leinſter. 


George Rochfort, 
John Wandesford, 

homas „ 
James Duff, | 
Richard Weſley, 


144 MEMBERS OF THE 
CE 8 L »53. 

Name. Title. 
Her, Smyth De Burgh, | Clanricarde. 
Edmund Boyle, Cork and Orrery, 
Randal Wm. Mc. Donnell, | Antrim. 
Thomas Nagent, Weſtmeath. 
Baſil. Fielding, Deſmond. 
Anthony Brabazon, Meath. 
Richard Barry | Barrymore, 
Arthur Chicheſter, Donegall. 
Richard, Lambart, Cavan, 
Murrough O'Bryen Inchiquin. 
Charles-Henry Coote, Montrath. 
Charles Moore, Drogheda. 
George Talbot, Waterford and Wexford. 
George Forbes, 4 Granard. 
Fred. Chriſtian Rynhard de | Athlone. 

Ginkell, 
William Fitz-William, Fitz-William of Co. Tyrone. 
Francis Tho. Fitz-Maurice, Kerry. 

John Bligh, | Darnley. 
John Child-Tylney, "1 Tylney, of Caſtlemaine. 
ohn James Perceval, Egmont. 

liam Ponfonby, Beſsborough. 

Ralph Verney, Verney. 
John Maule, Panmure of Forth, 
Geo. de le Poer Beresford, | Tyrone, 
Henry-Thomas Buller, Carrick. 
Wills -Bill, Hillſborough, 
John Fitzpatrick, Upper Offory. 
William Petty, Shelburne. 
Richard Boyle, Shannon. 
Clotworthy Skeffington, Maſſereene. 
Robert- Herbert Butler, Laneſborough. 
2mes Hamilton, Clanbraſſil. 


| Belvedere. 


Wandesford. 
Louth. 
Fife. 


| Mornington, 


HOUSE OF LORDS. 


Name. 


Peter Ludlow, " 
George Carpenter, 
John Rawdon, 
Arthur-Saunders Gore, 

ames Stopford, 

oſeph Leeſon, 
James Caulheld, 

ohn Savile, 

ward 'Turnour, 

Thomas Taylor, 
George-Maſon Villiers, 
Thomas St. Lawrence, 
Charles Coote, 
Edward King, 
Charles-Wm. Molyneux, 
Robert Jocelyn, 
Kenneth Mc. Kenzie, 
John Dennis Browne, 
Ralph Gore, 
Wilmot Vaughan, 
John Meade, 
Robert Nugent Craggs, 
John Croſbie, 
Francis Vernon, 
Edward Stratford, 
William-Henry Forteſcue, 
Stephen Moore, 


——_— 


145 
Title. 


1 — 
Moira 


—— 

Courtowyn. 

Milltown. 
Charlemont. 
Mexborough of Lifford. 


Winterton. 

Bective, of Bective Caſtle, 
Grandiſon. 

Howth. 

Bellamont. 

Kingſton. 

Sefton. 

Roden, of High-Roding. 
Seaforth. 

Altamont. 

Roſs. 

Liſburne. 

Clanwilliam. 

Nugent. 

Glandore, 

Shipbrook, of Newry, 
Aldborough. 25 
Clermont. 


Mount-Caſhel. 


II AT & 


EDmund Butler, 
George Buſly Villiers, 
Arthur Anneſley, 
John Netterville, 
John Needham, 
——— Bourke, 
Rich. Lumley Saunderſon, 
Rev. Philip Smyth, 
Philip Wenman, 

Francis Taaffe, 


Mountgarrett. 
Grandiſon, of Limerick. 
Valentia. 

Netterville, of Douth. 
Killmorey. 

Bourke, of Mayo. 
Lumley, of Waterford. 
Strangford. 

Wenman, of Tuam. 


Taaffe, of Corren. 
U 


145 
Name. 


Charles Jones, 

Richard Fitz-William, 

Charles Cockaine, 

Thomas-Charles Tracy, 

Thomas-James Bulkeley, 

George Barne wall, 

George- Jas. Cholmondeley, 

3 Burton, 
ichard Howe, 

_ Hamilton, 
ich.-Naſſau Moleſworth, 

William Chetwynd, 

George Brodrick, 

Richard Hamilton x 


oſhua Allen, 

James. Bcknl jaſton, 
m.-Wildman Barrington, 

William-Hall Gage, 
Henry Temple, 
John Bateman, 
Henry-MonQon Arundel, 
Richard Wingfield, 
William Flower, 

Harvey Morres, 

Arthur Trevor, 
Francis-Charles Anneſley, 
Thomas-Arthur Southwell, 
Thomas Veſey, 
Wm.-Willoughby Cole, 
— Dawſon, 

ames Hewitt, 

Otway Cuffe, 
John Creighton, 
Barry Maxwell, 
Simon Luttrell, 
Nicholas Ward, 
Peniſton Lamb, 
— Agar, 
ohn Bourke, 


MEMBERS OF THE. 


| Title. 
Ranelagh. 


I Fitz-William, of Meryong. 
Cullen. 


Tracy, of Rathcoole. 
Bulkeley, of Caſhel. 
Barnewall, of Kingfland. 
Cholmondeley, of Kells. 
Downe. 

Howe. 

Strabane. 

Moleſworth, of Swords. 
Chetwynd, of Bearhaven. 
Middleton. 

Boyne. 

Allen. . 
Grimſton. 

Barrington, of Ardglaſs. 
Gage, of Caſtle-Iſland. 
Palmerſton. 

Bateman. 

Galway. 

Powerſcourt of Powerſcourt. 
Aſhbrook. 

Mt. Morresof Caſtle-Morres, 
Dungannon. 

Glerawly. 

Southwellof Caſtle-Mattraſs. 
De Veſci, of Abbyleix. 
Enniſkillen. 

Carlow. 

Lifford, of Lifford. 

Deſart, of Deſart. 

Erne, of Crumcaſtle. 
Farnham, of Farnham. 
Carhampton, of Caſtlehaven. 
Bangor, of Caſtleward. 


Clifden, of Gowran. 
Mayo, of Monecroner. 


[Tlie of of Kilmore. 


HOUSE OP LORDS. 


147 


BIS oO Ss. 


Name. | 
Hox. Dr. Henry Mas- 


well, 
Dr. Charles Jackſon, 
Dr. William Gore, 


Dr. Charles Dodgſon, 

Dr. William Newcome, 

Dr. Frederick Hervey, Earl 
of Briſtol, - 

Dr. Iſaac Mann, 

Dr. Walter Cope, 

Dr. George-Lewis Jones, 

Dr. James Hawkins, | 

Dr. John Hotham, 

Dr. Thomas Barnard, 

Hon. Dr. Wm. Beresford, 

Dr. Richard Woodward, 

Dr. William-Cecit Perry, 

Dr. Thomas Percy, 

Dr. John Law, 

Dr. William Dickfon, 


| 


Title. 
Meath. 


Kildare. | 

Limerick, Ardfert and Agha- 
doe, 

Elphin. 

Waterford and Liſmore. 

Derry. - 


Cork and Rofs. 

Leighlin and Ferns. 
Kilmore. 

Raphoe. 

Clogher. 
Killaloe and Kilfenora, 
Oſſory. 

Cloyne. 

Killala and Anchonry. 
Dromore. 

Clonfert and Kilma 
Down and Connor. 


BARON 8. 


J OHN de Courcy, 
Jr Butler, 


ndrew-Thomas Stewart, 


Henry Digby 
Cadwallager Davis Bl: Blayney, 
Rev. Robert Sherard, 
Francis-Seymour Conway, 
George Evans, 

Henry Aylmer, 

Dormer Forteſcue Aland, 
John-Joſhua Proby, 


Ringrone. 
Mem, 
Ld. Stewart, B. of Caſtle- 
' ſtewart. 
Digby, of Geaſhell. 
Ls. Blayney, B. of Monaghan 
Ld. Sherard, B. of Leitrim. 


Conway and Kilultagh. 
Carbery, of Carbery. 

Lord Aylmer, B. of Balrath. 
Forteſcue, of Credan. 


| Carysfort, of Carysfort.. 
U 2 


Lord Courcy, Kinfale and 


145 a 
Name. 


oſeph Damer, 


ward-Michael Pakenham, 


John Lyſaght, 

ohn Hanger, 

.dward Clive, 
Drigue-Billers Olmius, 
John Gore, 
Conſtantine-John Phipps, 
Thomas Dawſon, 
George Macartney, 
Archibald Acheſon, 
Ralph Howard, 
Richard Philips, 
Thomas Wynne, 
Charles Bingham, 
Alexander Mac Donald, 
William Mayne, 
William Edwardes, 
William-Henry Lyttleton, 
| Robert-Henry Ongley, 
Molyneux Shuldham, 

er Sentleger, 

Clotworthy Upton, 
Hugh Maſſey, 
Richard Robinſon, 
Robert-Tilſon Deane, 
Armar-Lowry Corry, 
Thomas Knox, 
John-Baker Holroyd, 
Fran.-Pierpoint Conyngham 
Samuel Hood, 
Arthur Pomeroy, 
Robert Clements, 
Francis Matthew, 
William Tonſon, 
John-Huſſey Delavall, 

hn Pennington, 

ichard Pennant, 

John Scott, 


MEMBERS, &c 


| Title. 


Milton, of Shrone-hill. 
Longford. 

Lifle, of Mount-north. 
Coleraine, of Coleraine. 
Clive of Plaſſey. | 
Waltham, of Philipſtown. 
Annaly, of Tenelick. 
Mulgrave, of New Roſs. 
Dartrey, of Dawſon Grove. 
Macartney, of Liſſanoure, 
Gosford, of Market-hill. 
Clonmore of Clonmore-Caſt. 
Milford. 

New boroughof Newborough 
Lucan, ef Caſtlebar. 

Mac Donald, of Slate. 
Newhaven,of nen 
Ke L 
—— of Balamare. | 
Ongley, of Old- Warden. 
| Shuldham. 

Doneraile, of Doneraile. 
Templetown,of Templetown 
Maſſey, of Duntryleague. 
Rokeby, of Armagh. 

Muſk 


Belmore, of Caſtlecoole. 
Welles, of Dungannon. 
Sheffield, of Dunamore. 
Conyngham. : 
Hood, of Catherington. 
Haberton, of Carbery. 
Leitrim, of Manor Hamilton 
Landaff, of Thomaſtown. 
Riverſdale, of Rathcormuck. 
Delavall, of Redford. 
Muncaſter. 


Penryhn. 


Earlsfort, of Earlsfort. 


— n U—H— nar 


1 N ® % 


7 
LORDS DEBATES, 
SESSION 1783-4. 


A. 


Accounting for all Money granted for public Works, 
Charities and Hoſpitals, an Act for, paſſed, 136. 

Addreſs to his Majeſty, moved for by the Duke of Leinſter, 4. 
Debates thereon, 4 to 20.—The Addreſs, 22.— Another pro- 
poſed, and Debates thereon, 44 to 56. | 

Addreſſes to the Lord Lieutenant, 24, 1 30. | 

Admiralty Court, Bill for eſtabliſhing the Judicature of, paſſed 
by the Commons, 69. —Committed, 69 

Agriculture, AQ for promoting, paſſed, 132. 

Aldboreugh, Lord, objects to the Reſolution, propoſed by the 

Commons, for an Addreſs to his Majefty, 45.—Defends the 

Volunteers, 49—Gives Notice of his Intention to move for 

_ ng in a Bill of Reform and Retrenchment, 74.—Preſents 

the bill, A 

Altamont, 12 ives Notice of his Intention to move for a 
Committee to take the Corn-Laws into Conſideration, 91, 

America, Bills for facilitating Trade with, paſſed, 63, 1 32. 

Annaly, Lord, vindicates the Right of the Subject to have fre- 
quent Meetings of Parliament, 31.—Defends the Proclamation 


r 


that laid an Embargo on the Exportation of Grain, 33.—Com- 
mends thoſe that adviſed that Menfure, 35.— Supports the Re- 
ſolution for an Addreſs to his Majeſty, 47.— ls for poſtponing 
the Conſideration of the Report of the Committee appointed to 
conſider of necefſary Alterations and additional Offices to the 
Houſe, 72.—Oppoſes the building of additional Rooms to the 
Houſe, 82.— Gives Notice of an intended Motion for a Com- 
— enquire into the State of the Four Courts Marſhal- 
ea, 88. 
Annual Parliaments, moved for by Lord Mountmorres, 30. 
Anſwer of the Lord Lieutenant to the Addreſs of the Houſe to his 
Majeſty, 24.—Alſo to the Addrefs preſented to himſelf, 26.— 
Read, and ordered to be entered on the Journals, 57.—Anſwer 
to the Addreſs of the Lords, 1 31. 
Appeals, Liſt of, entered on the Records, of the Hauſe for trial, 
39. Orders relative to, to be affixed on the Doors of the Houſe, 
42.—The Neceſſity of making ſome Regulations relative to, 
demonſtrated by Lord Mountmorres, 75.—A Petition preſented 
by that Nobleman, from the principal Solicitors in Dublin, 
praying that the Fees may be reduced to the Engliſh Standard, 
84.—Which is referred to the Committee of Pecs, 85. 
A ent, Reyal, given to Bills, 83, 132. 
mentation of the Lord Lieutenant's and his Secretary's Salaries, 
bates on, 67. 


B. 


- Badging the Pow, Act for, paſſed, 133. 


Earl of, oppoſes an amendment to the Addreſs to his 
Majeſty, propoſed by Lord Mountmorres, 20,—His ſpeech on 
the Motion for an Addreſs of Thanks to Lord Temple, 26.— 
Shews the Neceflity of annual Seſſions, but objects to the Mode 
of procuring them, 28, 32.—Supports the Bill for indemnifying 
thoſe who advited laying an Embargo, 39. | 
Beunties on the Sale of ManufaQtures, an Act for direQing the 
Sum of 15,000/. for the Purpoſes of paying, paſſed, 1 36. 
Bradſtreet, Sir Samuel, Judge of the Court of King's Bench, 
takes his Seat, 122. 

Brewers, the, Bill paſſed, 69. | 


| Bribery and Corruption, Bill againſt, read, 71.—Houfe reſolved 


into a Committee, 74. 


C. 


Carhampten, Lord, declares his Intention of moving for an In- 
creaſe of the Number of Judges, 35.—Thiaks it a Breach of 
Privilege for a Printer to publiſh 


the Debates of the Houſe 


F 


without Permiſfion, 70.—Againſt poſtponing the Bill relative 
to the Maſter of the Rolls, 8). Moves to put off the Cauſe 
of Rochfort and Hume, 88.—Oppoſes a Clauſe in the Poſt- 
Office Bill, 110. 

Carlow, Lord, ſupports the propoſed Addreſs to his Majeſty, 55. 
—Reports from the Committee to conſider of additional Build. 
ings to the Houſe, 81.—Alſo the Lord Lieutenant's Anſwer, 


4 

Carysfert, Earl of, oppoſes Lord Mountmorres's Amendment to 
the Addreſs to his Majeſty, 20.—Moves for an Addreſs of 
Thanks to the Lord Lieutenant, 21.—Reports it, 24.—Moves 
for an Addrefs to order the Proclamation of the 13th November, 
1782, to be laid before the Houſe, 27.—Preſents a Bill for 
indemnifying thoſe who counſelled his Excellency to ſuſpend 
the Laws of the Realm, 27.— His Speeches on the Bill for fre- 
quent holding of Parliaments, 27, 31.—Supports the Bill for 
indemnifying thoſe Perſans that adviſed laying an Embargo on 
Grain, 39.—His Speech on Lord Mountmorres's Motion that 
the Maſter of the Rolls ſhould attend his Duty in the Kingdom, 
40.,—On the propoſed Addreſs to his Majeſty, 49.—Moves ſome 
Reſolutions with regard to tacking private Grants to Money 
Bills, 5y.—Contends Government was not to blame with re- 
ſpect to the Augmentation of the Lord Lieutenant's and his Se- 
cretary*s Salaries, 6. Moves for the Sum of 30004. to be paid 
to the Lord Chancellor, 73. Speech in the Cauſe of Hume and 
Loftus, 102.—Oppoſes a Clauſe in the Poſt-Office Bill, 110, 
Supports the Bill for ſecuring the Liberty of the Preſs, 116,— | 
Allo the College Phyſical Bill, 116. Speech on a Petition pre- 
ſented from a Number of Priſoners in the Four Courts Marſhal- 
ſea, 118,—Moves that the State of the Evidence relative to the 
Conduct of the Marſhal of the Four Courts Priſon be printed, 
121.—Thinks the Bill for allowing confined Debtors a weekly 
Sum will be injurious to the People in the North, and the 
Suitors in civil Bills, 123. 
Caſvel, Archbiſhop of, oppoſes a Reſolution propoſed by Lord 
Mountmorres, relative to annual Seſſions of Parliament, 31.— 
Supports the Reſolution for an Addreſs to his Majeſty, 45.— 
Supports a propoſed Reſolution that tacking extraneous Matter 
with the Supplies to his Majeſty is an Innovation, 67.—Con- 
tends that additional Buildings to the Houſe are neceſſary, 81. 
Moves an Addreſs to his Majeſty to take proper Meaſures to 
133 the apprehended Calamity from the Scarcity of Oats and 

arley, 86.—Moves for the poſtponing the Bill for aſcertaining 
the Office of the Maſter of the Rolls, der the Poſt- 
Office Bill, 111,—Alfo that for ſecuring the Liberty of the 
Preſs, 116,—Speech on the College Phyſical Bill, 117,—Pre- 


EN n 
{ents a Bill admitting the Legality of receiving Intereſt at a cer · 
tain Rate, 11g. 

Chancellor Lord, See Lord Chanceller. ; 

Clanhbraſſil, Earl of, moves that the Members of either Houſe 
ſhould be furniſhed with the Journals, 1 32. | 

Clergymens Widows, Bill for raiſing a Fund for, Proceedings on, 
109, 111. ® 5 81 

Clnfert, Biſhop of, takes his Seat, 4.— Sup the propoſed 
Addreſs to his Majeſty, 55. —Oppoſes a Clauſe in the Poſt- 
Office Bill, 119.—Supports the Bill for ſecuring the Liberty of 

the Preſs, 116, | | 

Cl:yne, Biſhop of, takes his Seat, 35,—Oppoſes the Bill for a 

weekly Allowance to confined Debtors, on account of the im- 

erfe& Manner it is drawn in, 123. , 

Cillege Phyfical Sctea Bill, Procecdings on, 113, 116, 117. 

Cin counterjeiting, Bill for preventing, read, 114 —Receives the 
Royal Aſſent, 1 35. 

Cru Laws, an intended Motion relative to, 91.—Corn Bill read, 

 _ 110,——Receives the Royal aſſent, 132. 

Corn-markets and Corn-Trade, an AQ for puniſhing ſuch as ſhall 
obſtruQ the Freedom of, paſſed, 133. | 

Croek/baxks, Mr. Juſtice, takes his Seat, 86. | 

| D. 

Deb ters, confined, Bill for a weekly Allowance to, from their Cre- 
- ditors, Proceeding on, 122, 123.—Another Bill to the fame 
Purport ordered to be prepared by the Judges, 124. 

heda, Earl of, oppoſes the College Phyfical Bill, 116. 

Dublin, City of, Act for the Improvement of, paſſed, 132.,—For 

23 cleanſing and lighting the Streets of, paſſed, 135. 


Dyfart, Lord, objects to the propoſed Addreſs to his Majeſty, 55. 
Oppoſes a Clauſe in the Poſt-Office Bill, 110. T 


E. 


Ely, late Earl of, the Cauſe between Hume and Loftus, relative 
to the Eſtate of, 91. 

Embargo, Bill of Indemnity for ſuch as adviſed or acted under a 
Proclamation laying on, Debates on, 33, 35, 39, 40. 

Englijh Protefiant Sc locli, Act for the Encouragement of paſſed, 


132. 
F. 


Farnbam, Lord, 129500 the Amendment propoſed by Lord 
| Mountmorres to the Addreſs to his Majeſty, 20.—Allows that 


in Cafes of Emergency the Crown has a Power of laying on an 


T8 > 3 + © 
Embargo, 34.— Supports the Bill of 8 39.—Recome 
mends the Matter introduced into the Money Bills, ſent up by 
the Commons, to the Conſideration of the Houſe, 43.—Sup- 
| pos Ms. Brooke's Loan-Bill, 75.—Expreſſes his Acknow- 
| ledgements to Lord Mountmorres for his Lordſhip's Zeal in the 
pms Service, ibid.— His Speech, on the Order of the Day 
ing read for their Lordſhips to give their Deciſion in the Hume 
Cauſe, 105,—Oppoſes a Clauſe in the Poſt-Office Bill, 110.— 
Supports the Bill for ſecuring the Liberty of the Preſs, 116.— 
Oppoſes the College Phyſical Bill, 116. | 3 
Fees due on * and Appeals, Motion made for a Com- 
mittee to enquire into, 42.— Agreed to, 43.— Motion that the 
proper Officer lay them before the Houſe, 68.— Further Pro- 
ceedings on, 5. -A Petition from the Dublin Solicitors, pray- 
ing that they may be reduced to the Engliſh Standard, preſented 
by Lord Mountmorres, 84. 
2 inland, an Act for the Protection and Improvement of, 
+ paſſed, 134. 8 : 
Four-Courts Marſoalſea, an Enquiry into the State of propoſed to 
be moved for by Lord Annaly, 88,—Further Proceedings on, 
118, 119, 120, 121, 122, 125, 126, | 


4 1 G. 


Glaſs- Houſes within the City of Dublin, an A& to prevent the 
erecting of, paſſed, 134. | ; 

Goals of Feland, the vert regulated of any in Europe, in the Opi- 
nion of Mr. Howard, go.—State of the Four-Courts Marſhalſea, 
as repreſented by Lord Carysfort, 118, 

Geld, an AR to regulate the Aſſay of, and promote the Manuface 
ture of Gold and Silver Wares, paſſed, » 34. 

Grants of Money tacked to Money-Bilts, unparliamentary, moved 

by Lord Carysfort, 55.—Debates on the Motion, $58 to 67. 

Gundon, Mr. Architect, examined relative to the Expenditures 
that may be neceſſary for additional Offices to the Houſe, 80. 


H. 


Harburt?n, Lord, takes his Seat, 4. | 
Hawhers and Pedlars Bill, receives the Royal Aﬀent, 132. 
Hempen Mansfacture, Bill for the Encouiagement of read, 56.— 
Receives the Royal Aſſent, 83, 134. 1 | 
Hillſborough, Lord, takes his Seat in the Houſe, 33.— His Speech 
on the propoſed Addreſs to his Majeſty, 48.—Diſputes the 
Right of the Volunteers to interfere in Matters of Legiſlation, 
5 vs | X . ; 1 


Fin 2 T 


His Speech on the propoſed Reſolution, that tacking pri- 
4 Grants to Money Nile is an Uſurpation upon the Lay 
tution, 66,—Affirms there are divers Teſtimonies on Record, 
that the Lords of Gteat-Britain never relinquiſhed their Right, 
not only of allowing, but of originating Money Bills, ibi4,— 
Moves that the Bar of the Houſe may be p as at the Trial 
=. Lord Valentia, which is agreed to, 71, 
oþs imported, an. A for granting an additional Duty on, 132. 
=_ an AQ for we Proſecution of, and for | Support of 
ons, hou 4 ed, 134. 
Heward, Mr. Orion that ah Goals of Ireland are the worſt 
regulated of any in Europe, go. 
Hume Cauſe, the Trial of, 9, f ſeq.—The Judgment of the 
Court of King's Bench reverſed, 109. 


I. | 

Ieebiquin, Earl of, eee Addreſs to his Majeſty, 
5. Bill of, for ſuch Perſons az adviſed or acted under a 
Proclamation la aying an rgo, Debates on, 33, 35, 39» 40. 


N Receives the Royal — 83, 134, 135» 
. Fiſberies, an Act for the Protection and e of, 


D thrown ont, 112. 
25 22 an as to remove Doubts and Scruples with re- 
7 ices 


2 oo 3 10 for the further preventing, by reaſon of 
Je, of Parliament, paſſed, 1 36. 
Faftices of the Peace, the al heation Bl Bill of, paſſed by the Com- 
mons, 74.—lt receives the Royal Aſſent, 133. 


K 


Kell, Right Hon. Mr. Juſtice, takes his Seat, 86. 
Killala, the Biſhop of, takes his Seat on his Promotion to the Bi- 
ſhoprick of Limerick, 131. 


. L. | 4 


Landaf, Lord, takes b. his Seat, 4. | 
Lew, Dr. Bitbop of Clonfert, takes his seat, 4. 
oy Duke of, moves an Addreſs of Thanks to his Majeſty, 
* Replies to Lord Mountmorres's Speech, 20.—- Moves for 
Thanks of the Houle to the Volunteers, 21.— Reports the 


e 


Addreſs to his Majeſty, 22.--Supports the Reſolution for an 
Addreſs th his Majeſty, 47. —Moves an Addreſs, 81.—Oppoſes 
the Paving Bill, 120. 
Leitrim, Lord, takes his Seat, 4. 
Limerick, the Biſhop af, takes his Seat, 131. 
Linen Manufacture, Bill for the Encouragement of, read, 56.— 
Received the Royal Aſſent, 83, 134. 
Laas Bill paſſed, 53. 
Loftus and Hume, the Cauſe of, 91, et ſeq.—The Judgment of the 
Court of King's Bench reverſed, 109. 
Longford, Lord, ſupports Lord Mountmorres*s Bill for the fre- 
uent aſſembling Parliaments, 28.—Aſﬀents to the Bill of In- 
— for ſuch as adviſed. or acted under a Proclamation lay- 
ing an Embargo on the Exportation of Grain, 34.—Speech on 
the Complaint of a Miſrepreſentation of a noble Lord's Speec 
in the Volunteers Journal, 70.—Moves an Addreſs for a Grant 
of 20001. to Lord Ranelagh, as Chairman of Committees, 7 3.— 
Moves for an Addreſs to the Lord Lieutenant, 128. 5 
Lord Chancellor, reports his having received a Letter from Lord 
Rodney, which is read by the Clerk, 21.— Beats honourable 
Teftimony of the upright Conduct of Lord Temple, 26.—Shews 
an equal Neceſſity of annual Seſſions here as in England, 28.— 
Defends the Proclamation that laid an Embargo on the Ex- 
portation of Grain, 34, 35—Supports the Reſolution for an 
Addreſs to his Majeſty, 47.—Communicates a Meſſage from 
the Lord Lieutenant, relative to the Scarcity of Oats and Bar- 
ley, 86.—Is for poſtponing the Bill for aſcertaining the Office 
of the Maſter of the Rolls, 875.—Informs the Houſe of the Enor- 
mities and Abuſes that prevail in the Four-Courts Marſhalſea and 
Newgate, 89, 90.—Propoſes two Points for the Conſideration 
of the Judges in the Cauſe of Hume and Loftus, 101, 102.— 
His Speech, on the Order of the Day being read for their Lord- 
ſhips to give their Deciſion, 104.— His State of the Proceed- 
ings had in the Cauſe, 106.—ls clearly and decidedly of Opi- 
nion that the Judgment of the King's Bench ought to be re- 
verſed, 109,—Supports the Poſt-Office Bill, 111.—Alfo the 
College Phy ſical Bill, 1 16.— Points out the Imperfections in 
the Bill for a weekly Allowance for Perſons confined in Goal 
at the Suit of their Creditors, 122.—Moves that the Judges do 
Prepare a proper and effeQual Bill to compel Creditors to make 
an Allowance to Debtors confined at their Suit, 1 32. 
Lord Lieutenant Speeches to the Houle, 2, 139.— His Anſwer to 
the Addreſs preſented to him, 26,—Debates on à propoſed 
Augmentation of his Salary, 67. 


X 2 


iy 
* 


Ti $ 2. x 


M. 


Malt, an Act for buying and ſelling of by Meaſure, paſſed, 1 45. 

Marſbalſea, For Courts, an Enquiry into the State of, propoſed to 

de moved for by Lord Annaly, 81.—Further Proceedings on, 

118, 119, 120, 121, 122, 125, 126. 
Maſter of the Rells, Motion made that the Patent of, ſhould be 
id before the Houſe, 39.—Alſo that he ſhould attend his 
Duty in the Kingdom, 40.—Further Proceedings on, 86. 
| ws = the Lord Lieutenant to the Houſe of Commons, 1.— 
rom the Commons to the Lords, 44.—From his Majeſty to 
both Houſes, 80.—From the Lord Lieutenant, 86, 88 —From 

the Commons to the Lords, 122. 

Merge, Mr. Baron, takes his Seat, 86. * 

' Money Bills, ſent up by the Commons, read, 43. Debates there - 

on, ibid. A Reſolution read by Lord Carysfort, that tacking 

| Grants to Money Bills is unparliamentary, and tends to the 

5 3 of the Conſtitution, 57. Receive the Royal A, 

nt, 83. 5 

Mornington, Lord, animadverts on the Lord Lieutenant's _ 

©  20,-Declates his Intention to move for an Addreſs of Thanks 

to Lord Temple, 21.—Moves it accordingly, 26—[Lord 
| Moeuntmerres mentioned as the Mover, by miltake,}—Supports | 
the Motion for frequent holding of Parliaments, 32.—Suppoerts 
che Bill for indemoifying thoſe that gdvifed laying an Embargo 
29— Opec to the Profuſion practiſed by Adminiſtration in 

- feveral Inſtances, 43.—Sup the propoſed Addreſs to his 

-- Majeſty, and objects to the Volunteer's Interference in Matters 

4 flation, 5o.—Defends the Liberty of the Preſs, 70.— 

- Moves for an Addreſs to the Duke of Rutland, o. Supports the 

- Poſt-Office Bill, 111. Speech on the Bill fur ſecuring the Li- 

- berty of the Prefs, 115. | 

Meuntcaſbel, Lord, takes his Seat, g 17. 

Mounigarvett, Lord, ſupports the Motion fer annual Seſſions of 
Parliament, —.— the Bill of Indemnity, 39.— And that 
for obliging the Maſter of the Rolls to be refident in the King- 
dom, 41.—Supports the propoſed Addreſs to his Majeſty, 55.— 
Speech on the Augmentation of the Lord Lieutenant's and his 

- Secretaty's Salaries, 67.—Oppoſes the building of additional 
Rooms to the Houſe, 82. Oppoſes a Clauſe in the Poſt-Office 
Bill, 1 10.—Dvfends the Liberty of the Preſs, 114.—Specch on 
a propoſed Addreſs to the Lord Lieutenant, 127, 128.— His 
Proteft, ibid. Wy | 

Mountmorres, Lord, his 8 on ſed Addreſs of Thanks 
to his Majeſty, 4.—Declares his Intentions of bringing on a 
Motion for the annual Meeting of Parliament, 21.—Prefents a 


Bill for the frequent holding of Parliaments, 2).—His Defenee 
of the Bill, 28.—Moves a reſolution relative thereto, 2 
Replies to the Objections made, and defends the Expediency 
of the Reſolution, 32.— His Speech on the Bill for indemnify- 
ing thoſe who had adviſed the Lord Lieutenant to iſſue a Pro- 
clamation laying an Embargo on Grain, 35. Moves that the 
Patent granting the Office of the Maſter of the Rolls be laid be- 
fore the Houſe, 39.—Moves that the Maſter of the Rolls ſhould 
attend his Duty in the Kingdom, 40.—Moves for a Committee 
to enquire into the Fees on private Bills, 42.—Recommends a 
minute Inveſtigation of the Money Bills, 43.— His Speeches on 
the propoſed Addreſs to his Majeſty, 44, 51, 55. — Supports 
Lord Caryaſort's propoſed Reſolution, that tacking private 
Grants to Money Bills is an Uſurpation upon the Houſe, and 
tends to the DeſtruQion of the Conſtitution, 58.—His Speech 
on the Augmentation of the Salaries of the Lord Lieutenant and 
his Secretary, 67,—Moves that no Perſons, ſave the Commons, 
Peers Sons, and Officers of the Houſe, be admitted within the 
Bar, 68.—Complains of the Volunteers Journal, 69.—Moves 
the the Na/lam Tempus Bill ſhould be committed, 7 1.—Obje&s 
to the Committee's Report of neceſſary Alterations and addi- 
tional Offices to the Houſe, 2. Recommends Oeconomy, 7 3. 
Speech on Mr. Brooke's Loan Bill, 74.—Shews the Neceſſity 
of making ſome Regulations about Fees upon private Bills, 75. 
Concurs not with the Addreſs to his Majeſty, but retires be- 
hind the Throne, 81. Moves an Amendment to the Report of 

the Committee to conſider of additional Buildings to the Houſe, 
81,—Concurs with a Reſolution aſcertaining Officers Salaries, 
83.—Moves for the hearing of the Writ of Error between Roch- 
fort and Burton, 164. Preſents a Petition from the Solicitors 
in Dublin, relative to the Fees upon Appeals and private Bills, 
84. 

Mutiny Bill, read and paſſed, 69.—Receives the Royal Aſſent, 
83. 


N. 


* 


Naturalization Bill receives the Royal Aſſent, 133. 

Newgate, the Oppreſſions and Miſcondu@ that prevail in, men- 
tioned by the Lord Chancellor, 89, 90. | 

News-Papers, the Printers or Proprietors of, obliged to ſer their 
Names to, by the Act for ſecuting the Liberty of the Preſs, 
114, 115.— The Act receives the Royal Aﬀent, 1 36. | 

Nullum Tempus Bill read, 71. 


E * * 
0. 


Offices additional to the Houſe, Report from the Committee ap- 
pointed to conſider of, received, and Debates on, 72.—Pur- 
ther Proceedings on, 80. | | 


P. 


Patent of the Maſter of the Rolls, Motion that it be laid before the 


Houſe, 39. | 
Paving Bill, Proceedings on, 113, 120.—Receives the Royal 


Aﬀent, 135. 
Phyfical Sc bee Bill, r on, 113, 116, 117, 
Peer, AR for badging of, paſſed, 133, 

Pofit-Office Bill, Proceedings on, 110.—The Act receives the 
Royal Aſſent, 132. | | 

Powerſcourt, Lord, affirms the Parliament is corrupt, and that it 

is not unconſtitutional to ſay it, 55. | 

Preſs, Liberty of the, Proceedings on the Bill for ſecuring, 113. 

Ehe Act receives the Royal Aﬀent, 336. 
Priſoners —_—_ with Felony or other Crimes, who ſhall be ac- 
quitted, for the Relief of, paſſed, 134. 
Private Bills, Orders relative to, to be affixed on the Doors of 
the Houſe, and in the Avenues leading to the Courts of Juſtice, 
42.—Motion made for a Committee to enquire into the Fees 
on, i5;d. —Agreed to, 43.—The Neceflity of making ſome Re- 
gulations relative to, demonſtrated by Lord Mountmarres, 75, 
Wo preſents a Petition from the principal Solicitors in Dut 
lin, praying that they may be reduced to the Engliſh Standard, 
84.—Referred to the Committee of Fees, 85. 
Privileges of Parliament, Bill for preventing any Delay of Juſtice 
by, ings on, 114. | 
Proclamation, laying an Embargo on the Exportation of Grain, 
Bill of Indemnity for ſuch as adviſed, Debates on, 33, 35, 
40. 
Protef, againſt addreſſing his Majeſty, but upon great and impor- 
tant Occaſions, 56. 

on the Rejection of Lord Aldborough's Bill for the Re- 
trenchment of the national Expences, 75. 
of Lord Mountgarrett againſt an Addreſs of Thanks to the 
Lord Lieutenant, 120. 

Public Works, Bill tor accounting for the Money granted for, Pro- 

ceedings on, 114. 

Q 


Dnalification Bill paſſed by the Commons, 74.—Receives the 
Royal Aſſent, "> "Xs; 


—_— — 


-» 


JJ 


R. 


Ramelagh, Lord, moves the uſual Orders of the Houſe, 21.— 
Alſo an Addreſs to the Lord Lieutenant for Payment of Officers 
Salaries, 83.—Reports the Bill for raifing and providing a Fand 
for the Widows and Children of Clergymen, 109. 

r Buyers of ſtolen Goods; an AR for the Puniſhment 
of, pa 135. | 

ee and a Bill of, propoſed by Lord Aldbo- 
rough, 74. 

By _— - Act for the Appottionment and more eaſy Recovery of, 
paſſed, 133. 

Revenne, in AR for continuing and amending ſeveral Laws re- 
lating to, or 133. 

Raaum an Act for he. 3 paſſed, 134. 

Rechfort and Hume; the Cauſe of, i. 3 

Kalles, Maſter of, Motion that the Patent of be laid before 

 Hobfe, 39. | 

Rojad Aſſent given to Bills, 83, 132. 


8. 


Salaries of the Lord Lieutenant and his Secretary, the Augmenta» 
tion of, Debates on, 679. A 
Salvage e Goeds and Ships firanded, an AQ for the Amendment of 

the Law in relation to, paſſed, 133. 
Speech of the Lord Lieutenant, 2. 
Spicess an AQ for regulating the Import of, paſſed, 134. 
tamp-Bill, receives the Royal Aſſent, 83. 
Statutes," temporary, an Act tor reviving and continuing, paſſed, 


136. 

Stolen Gods, an AR for the Diſcovery and Puniſhment of Buyers 

and Receivers of, d, 135. | 

Strang ſord, Lord, Bill for preventing his voting by himſelf or 
Proxy in this or any future Parliament, read, 113.—Read a 
third Time, and paſſed, 121.—Receives the Royal Aſſent 


136. 
SrgareBill, read, 56.—Receives the Royal Aſſent, 83. 
„ 
Tenple, Earl, an Addreſs to, propoſed by Lord Mornington, 21, 


who accordingly moves it, 26.— The Queſtion paſſed unani- 
mouſly, ibib. / | 


Temporary Statutes, an AR for reviving and continuing, 136. 


ä 


7. uber Trees, an AQ to amend the Laws for the Encouragement. 
of planting, paſſed, 134. 

Tebacco Bill, receives the Royal Aſſent, 

Trade, Bill for the Advancement of, Ar 57. - Receives the 
Royal Aﬀent, 83. 

Tunnadine, John, Eſq; an Act for the Relief of the Creditors of, 
paſſed, 1 

Tyrone, karl of of, ſupports the Reſolution for an Addreſs to his 
Majeſty, 47 —Contends that additional Buildings to the Houſe 
_ are neceſſary, $1,-Supports the College Phyſical Bill, 116. 


U. 


#gentia, Lord, moves s that the Judges give their Opinion in the 
Hume Cauſe; 101. 
United States of America, AQ for facilitating the Trade and In- 
tercourſe between this Kingdom and the, paſſed, 83, ped 
Yalunteer Corps receive the Thanks of the Houſe for — 
Exertions in Defence of the Country, 21.—Are defended by 
Lord Aldborou by Lord Annaly, 48.— 
Commended by Lord Drogheda, ibid.—Their 7, to inter- 
fere in Matters of Legiſlation diſputed by Lord Hilſborough, 
1 vindicated by a Lad Mo 1. EY 
- Folunteers Journal, pay «cm ty by Lo Moyntmorres, 
7 ordered to attend, 69. * 


at 


W. 


IWeater ferd Police Bill, read, 110.—Receives the Royal Aſſent, 


ul Allewanre to confined Debtors, Bill for the Allowance of, 
Proceedings on, 122, 123 —Another Bill ordered to be pre- 
- pared; 124. 

Widows 33 Bill for raiſing and providing a Fund for, 

Fenn“ e , 


